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Exegetical Tools #1: Word-Study!

. Review passage(s).

. Select a key word to investigate from your Sctipture passage (this must be
an NAB, RSV, RSVCE or NRSV translation).

. Using the translation offered by NAB, RSV, RSVCE or NRSV, find your
chosen wortd in a concordance for the same translation as your Bible (thus if
you use an NAB Bible, you musz use an NAB concordance, for an NRSV
Bible, an NRSV concordance, etc.). See the Resource Sheet for suggested
online concordance websites. If you are in a library, concordances are
located in reference section under the call number BS 425 ...

. From the list of occurrences of your word, look up several in the Old
Testament. Pick 3 occurrences in significantly different settings, 1f possible.
Ideally pick one occurrence from the Torah (Genesis - Deuteronemy), one
from the Histories (Judges - 2 Chronicles) and one from the Prophets or
Psalms. For each occurrence, describe in a sentence or two how the
word is used — what does the word mean here? — and what nuances there might
be in these different passages. Concentrate on the passage surrounding the

word, #ot only the sentence in which it occurs.

. Consult a Bible Dictionaty.

. Go back to the original passage and re-read it with the expanded meanings
of the OT examples. Consider how the use of this word in other biblical
texts adds new meaning, changes the meaning of the text you originally

read, ot another other impact of a wider reading.

. Consider what you have discovered in this passage in light of an expanded
meaning and within aspects of living our relationship with the Divine.
Where can this be situated in the History of God’s Plan and Kingdom?
How is it relevant for the time of Israel? People in the dme of Jesus? God’s
people today? What is my role in helping God’s plan move forward? (“Thy
Kingdom come! Thy will be done!”) How might this have relevance for the
sacramental life? Do we live out this scriptural moment in the liturgy?
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Exegetical Tools #2: Resources

1. Online concordances:

Biblia.com (Bible Study Online):
http://biblia.com/books/rsvce/]n

BibleStudyTools.com:
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=authority&t=rsv&s=Bibles&ps=
10&p=1

NAB concordance:
http://www.catholiccrossreference.com/bible/nab-

search.cgi”query=wilderness&mode=whole

2. Two essential books to help you situate Scripture in the context of God’s
Plan & His Kingdom, Scripture as a whole and the Liturgy. These two volumes
are short and written for the adult (catechist) formation and preparation. Each
paragraph on these pages is rich enough to be its own book — don’t be fooled
by the brevity! It 1s masterfully composed to be very essential and to the point,
but not in the least bit simplistic.

Sotia Cavalletti, Hzstory of the Kingdom of God, Part 1, From Creation to Parousia
AND Part 2, Liturgy and the Building of the Kingdom. Both volumes are most easily
available through the “Catechesis of the Good Shepherd” website, often also

on Amazon. '
cgsusa.org: http://www.cgsusa.org/shop-by-department/books/

Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/History-Kingdom-God-Part-
Creation/dp/1616710489/ref=sr 1 2rie=UTF8&qid=1420486575&sr=_8-

2&keywords=sofia+cavallett:

http:/ /www.amazon.com/History-Kingdom-God-Part-11-

sbook BOOC10VXDK/ref=st 1 132s=books&ic=UTF8&qid=142048671
8&sr=1-13







