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educate others at a national level about the needs to ensure acc s@?g%ﬁeog%jﬁﬁ&rd?'\mcmga%

our deaf brothers and sisters. Several NCOD Board members attended the

USCCB Convocation for Catholic Leaders: The Joy of the GospeRegiambridhe West

This gathering lasted only a few days but it was full of great ideasJes@RwNher@agdmSan Francisco, CA
invite others to a relationship with Christ. NCOD was able to provide QE3¥artE&@gmail.com

and supports for many of the diocese present as well. You can read about the

details in 0Seeds Sown in Or | aRggophd The South
. ) ) David CasanoviaFort Worth, TX
Along with educating colleagues at the diocesan level, we m@b@%{ﬁ%ﬂ@bmail.com

there is daily access within local ministries. The Diocese of Rockford (IL) hosted

another successful ReligiousA&&l) RRek where participants studied=jon 111 i The Midwest

to translate the Mass from English to ASL while maintaining themhgoéogicalendérDenver, CO
accuracy. The group included priests, lay people, hearing, and denid@DMidress3@mail.com
United States. Lana Portolano shares her experience of7jhe week (pp. 6
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July &3, 2018. Minette Sternke Peoria, IL
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God and knowledge of the Cathosjta? aeqltlotrtmeaStto

. : tefary f
enough to Sr. Rita and those like her that spread the Good News tq:"f‘.lfMatt Alcombrigfit Springfield, MA

Have you made your reservations for Pastoral Week 2018 M&@DSkuittleastS@gmail.com
is full of fun places to visit, exciting things to do, and, -Gflesburse, a fun
opportunity to network with others working in Deaf Ministry while dtgigihylth&outheast Atlantic
conference! We will be at the beautiful Hotel Renaissance with inér@iigi&E aBds\iprietta, GA
the city, mountains, and ocean. Register during the month of O&IEIEP$&ABRBtC6@gmail.com

savings. We look forward to seeing you in Seattle in January! , : ,
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Catholic Partnership on Disability). We met bothnewuc h a response. Il emphea
and familiar faces and even bishops from varioksr i nt i ng Press Aged anymo
dioceses inquiring about resources for Deaf Catholighere there are surmountable and eveneffestive

and looking to develop networking support withiropportunities to be creative in our efforts to reach out
Deaf Catholic ministries. | met Fr. Mike Schmitz, on® those who have been marginalized from the faith
of the famous priest 0 sfor quitesadongtilbany of you may |
watched his programs on various social media sites,

especially FaceBook and YouTube. At the workshop, a hashtag campaign was given to
encourage the Catholic leaders in the audience to use
Without a doubt, I when tweeting about using social media and digital
know you may be media as part of the new evangelization. The hashtag
thinking that his campaign is #digitaldisciple. | mentioned to Sr.
programs sponsored Kathleen my idea to make this hashtag campaign
f by Ascension Presswi cked cool , which is to

/| are not available in end: #digitaldiscipleaccess. | highly encourage you
L) closedcaptioning, NCOD Pastoral Workers to use this hashtag when you
B8 which is obviously pursue providing all kinds of access in social media and
% not a good thing for digital media. Not only is that the way of the new

g our Deaf Catholic evangelization, it is how we can continue to spread the
brothers and sisters. | joy of the Gospel!

had the chance to

attend one of the After the workshop, | had a chance to converse with
B=wor kshops, Fr. oMke cSclanitz and exchange our contact
& Media and Digital information as he wanted to pursue the closed
Media: Their Impact captioning opportunity in his program. He then said,
USCCB Convocation of Catholic |on  the  Church 0 | al most promise to cap
Leaders 2017, Orlando. Monsignpf o d ay 0 , I nmwbt clkeFtain that you ar
Glenn Nelson, Laureen LyrRlyan,| Mike Schmitz was done thatoé as he may not
and Reverence Shawn Carey  |one of the panelists. bother pursuing. | told Fr. Mike that last week |

Because of a noticeable, strong growing influenceviewed several of his YouTube videos with captions
this digital age, ministry will have to occur througihat came from an audio to text transcribing feature
online resources as one of the major parts of our effamd then he replied that this was funny because he was
in the new evangelization. Ministry online will need @tbout to let me know about his meeting with
be accessible, if we are to evangelize to our Déafcension Press to discuss better strategies for
brothers and sisters out there. captioning his program! He mentioned that Ascension
is looking at getting someone who can assist in this
With that thought in mind, | seized the opportunity tendeavor! We need your continued prayers to make
go to the microphone stand to make a statementour efforts in this endeavor to be productive as we
pointed out to the panelists that there are Deaf amontinue to follow up. #digitaldiscipleaccess
hard of hearing brothers and sisters out there being left
out and lost without any knowledge and understandiNgt only was | attending the Convocation for
of their Catholic faith because many Catholic programstworking, | was given an opportunity from National
not accessible in closeaptioning. | mentioned the Catholic Partnership on Disability (NCPD) to
statistics from research studies at Gallaudet Univergityticipate as one of the panelists at one of the
and many national organizations associated withor k s hop s, OFrom I ncl usi
religious programs for the Deaf that indicates ninetwi t h Disabilities and t
six percent of Deaf people have no religious affiliatiorepresent NCOD. It was an honor to be involved with
| told them that | thought it is ironic that after | other amazing and wonderful panelists: Michael
produce my videos, | always type clogptions in  Adamus (Disability Advocate from Orlando), Bridget
them to provide access for those who do not knoBrown (Disability & Prdife Advocate from Joliet),
sign language. There was applause from the audie@tgis Miller (Cachair NCPD Council on Mental
which caught me by a surprise as | was not expectithgess), Esther Garcia (Manager of Programs and
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Outreach), and Janice Benton (Executive Directondiat still amazes me is that after this workshop,
NCPD), from whom | had learned so much about th®nsignor Nelson, Laureen, Mary, Sr. Kathleen and |
important outreach opportunity. This workshop gawet more leaders, including the Bishops, who shared
me many insights about how we, as brothers and sigtens appreciation and intrigue to get our contact
in Christ, can come together as one Body of Chiigormation, including NCOD, as part of networking
That is the Churéhno matter who we are and whdbr Deaf Catholic ministries in their dioceses. Also,
disability we might have. We all are the gifts of GotMdnsignor Nelson had a good conversation with one
was moved to learn that Bridget Brown, a young lafly the diocesan leaders who was considering
with Down Syndrome, with whom | really had suclt@nsolidating the Deaf Ministry Office with the
great pleasure meeting, wrote a letter to the WashinDtsabilities Office. She realized that it would not be as
Post expressing her sadness about all the babieseffgttive as she thought and planned to consider
Down Syndrome who are aborted and being robbedlofting the Deaf Ministry under Cultural Diversity.
living a full, productive and wonderful life. In her lettérn d , what s mor e, I me t s
she boldly emphasi zed tdwdying ASL hwhichwgave lusl a oti of hopenfa the r
benef it from our gi f t s duture 6f DaafhGatholic aninistry!oNe i aldceedicoucagen |
This struck me because newer technology can aownew network of peers to come to NCOD Pastoral
enable the physician to detect if the baby in Week in the future!
mot her &8s wo mb wi || have a di sability, incl udi
deafness, which would prompt the physician to suggeatning from this Convocation experience, as Patrick
to the mother to abort her baby. What would thee nci oni 6s quote above em
world be like without people with disabilities and Dé&adreased awareness and exposure has continued t
people? The world would not know and understamork. That does not mean we should stop praying! We
what suffering would be like, and even, what carreinge 0 Godds <circle of i nf
the cross would mean. very good thing because the harder we work with sweat
and tears, the more we will be recognized and
.| emphasized to therewarded! | must say that we have sowed good seeds a
audience a quote fromthis Convocation and | would not be surprised to see
Pope Fr an c in®re graceRnestore Icaming from God but we do not
&l with disabilities are a gifknow when. We will know when we see them in time.
for the family and anAll it takes is perseverance and patience on our part as
opportunity to grow in His servants for our Deaf brothers and sisters.
love and mutual aid and¢digitaldiscipleaccess
uni ty. 6 I shared t he
Fr. Mike Schmitz and Fr. Shawn catifuggles of the Deafo ét he Church is made good
Catholics in the Church,l t s t he Holy Spirit we d
especially when my parents struggled finding a CatBgiiét through excellence so that he can surprise us and
Church that would be willing to teach me the Fivse c oul d oOPRarickeLencionmagi ne! 6
Eucharist and administer the sacrament. Their local b
parish and nearby parishes refused to accept a Deaf =
student into their First Eucharist program. | &'-~
pointed out that | am amazed and, indeed impress l\ ‘
how my parents held on to their Catholic fa \
especially when they struggled to get access for \
Deaf child. Because of this experience, | accent \ July 1-4, 2017

that it is vital for us, the Catholic leaders,-examine e
the attitudes of the parish to embrace our C COIIVOCE:IUOH
of Catholic Leaders

brothers and sisters to be part of the Church family
The Joy of the Gospel in America

N

that any parish can learn from them, even patrticip
to learn the basics of religious signing and ASL.
approach would enable the parish family to hav
awesome oopportunity to grow in | ove and mutual
and unityo6é just as Pope Francis says.




USCCB
Convocation of Catholic Leaders:
The Joy of the Gospel
In America

From Left to Right: Monsignor Nelson, Fr. Shawn Carey and
Sr. Kathleen Schipani, Shawn Olmstead Bridget Brown
(interpreter), Wendy Crawford (interpretey),

Mary OdMeara, Rev.| Shawn Carey,
Laureen LyncRyan

Join us in praying the
Prayer for the Convocation

O Holy Spirit, you who first enkind
in our hearts the joy of the Gosp
renew that same joy in those whq
preparing for the Convocation @ o I‘ — usion to Bolonldin
Ca:chO”CbLeﬁ.del‘S EcIj‘nj[II‘?medthe &ﬁlel Cardinal DiNardo, Most Rev. Edward Rice ’ ’
— ol our bishops an e IC)Cesln—ranMlh | Adamus, Esther Garcia, Rev. Shgwn
E;'nip};cgncgrfﬁaﬁllggﬁn delegations; leaders of nat|onl(;a?.rety Sr.dgef Bfﬁwndéhr‘ﬂss M.ﬁére Garcia, Rev. S
Schipani wa,ltch.ing the plenar orgqmzaﬂons a_nd movements; cI_rgy
session. religious and laity; all who make this
event possible; and Catholic leaders
across the United States. Move us to
welcome the word of life in the depths of
our hearts and respond to the call of
missionary discipleship. O Holy Spirit,
transform our hearts and enable us to
enter into the perfect communion that
you share with the Father and the Son.

Bridget Brown and Fr. Shaw

TOW _ * Mary, Star of the New | Workshop attendees participating in small group
Carey enjoying a conversatid

n. Evangelization, pray for us. A discussions during the session.
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