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ORLANDOñòRemember Godõs circle of 
influence is infinite. So we must always pray 
because nothing is impossible with Godéó 

-Patrick Lencioni, the New York 
Times best-selling author of books 
such as òThe Better Pastoró 

We hope you had a chance to watch 
some of the live segments of the 
USCCB Convocation of Catholic 
Leaders ð The Joy of the Gospel held 
on July 1st ð 4th from Orlando, FL, or 
that you were able to watch them on 
YouTube. Monsignor Nelson and I 
found out that all the plenary sessions, 
the Masses, and the prayer services 
during the Convocation we attended 
would be available in closed-captioning 
when we stopped by the EWTNõs   
exhibit table to inquire about closed-
captioning programs for the future. So, 
we immediately posted this exciting 
news on NCODõs FaceBook page and 
Twitter. If you have not had the 
chance to watch those, they are still 
available at the following link:                                                                                

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-
action/get-involved/meetings-and-
e v e n t s / c o n v o c a t i o n-
2 0 1 7 / c o n v o c a t i o n-2 0 1 7- l i v e-
stream.cfm and donõt forget to turn the 
closed-captioning on when you play 
these videos! 

I agree with one of the keynote     
speakerõs, Patrick Lencioni, quote 
mentioned above because it describes 
perfectly how our Fourth of July    
weekend attending the USCCB      
Convocation of Catholic Leaders 
turned out. For years and years, all of 
us as NCOD Pastoral Workers have 
prayed for other pastoral workers and 
leaders in various dioceses to gain an 
increased awareness and exposure on 
Deaf Catholic ministry. Laureen 
Lynch-Ryan and I attended to         
represent NCOD a long with        
Monsignor Glenn Nelson representing 
the Diocese of Rockford, Mary 
OõMeara representing the Archdiocese 
of   Washington D.C., Sister Kathleen 
Schipani representing NCPD (National 

-Rev. Shawn Carey 

Seeds Sown in Orlando! 
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 Pope Francis recently tweeted (@Pontifex), òNone of us is an island, 
autonomous and independent from others.  We can only build the future by    
standing together, including everyone.ó  Recently there was a great opportunity to 
educate others at a national level about the needs to ensure access to the faith for 
our deaf brothers and sisters.  Several NCOD Board members attended the 
USCCB Convocation for Catholic Leaders: The Joy of the Gospel in America.  
This gathering lasted only a few days but it was full of great ideas of how we can 
invite others to a relationship with Christ.  NCOD was able to provide resources 
and supports for many of the diocese present as well.  You can read about the   
details in òSeeds Sown in Orlandoó. 

 Along with educating colleagues at the diocesan level, we must ensure that 
there is daily access within local ministries.  The Diocese of Rockford (IL) hosted 
another successful Religious ASL (R-ASL) week where participants studied how 
to translate the Mass from English to ASL while maintaining the theological  
accuracy.  The group included priests, lay people, hearing, and deaf from across the 
United States.  Lana Portolano shares her experience of the week (pp. 6-7).  
Dates have been set for next summer so mark your calendars to attend the week of 
July 8-13, 2018. 

 Sr. Rita Wigginton is highlighted in our vocation article (pp. 10-11).  
She is another example of someone working in the trenches to bring the Word of 
God and knowledge of the Catholic faith to others.  We can not say òthank youó 
enough to Sr. Rita and those like her that spread the Good News to all. 

 Have you made your reservations for Pastoral Week 2018 yet?  Seattle 
is full of fun places to visit, exciting things to do, and, of course, a fun-filled      
opportunity to network with others working in Deaf Ministry while attending the 
conference!  We will be at the beautiful Hotel Renaissance with incredible views of 
the city, mountains, and ocean.  Register during the month of October for BIG 
savings.  We look forward to seeing you in Seattle in January! 
 

Be courageous in bringing  people to Christ.  Pray for religious vocations! 

NCOD  Board of Directors 

mailto:ncoddeafpw@gmail.com
mailto:ncodicdarep@gmail.com
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Catholic Partnership on Disability). We met both new 
and familiar faces and even bishops from various    
dioceses inquiring about resources for Deaf Catholics 
and looking to develop networking support within 
Deaf Catholic ministries.  I met Fr. Mike Schmitz, one 
of the famous priest òstarsó. Many of you may have 
watched his programs on various social media sites, 
especially FaceBook and YouTube. 

Without a doubt, I 
know you may be 
thinking that his   
programs sponsored 
by Ascension Press 
are not available in 
closed-capt ioning, 
which is obviously 
not a good thing for 
our Deaf Catholic 
brothers and sisters. I 
had the chance to  
attend one of the 
workshops, òSocial 
Media and Digital 
Media: Their Impact 
on the Church      
Todayó, in which Fr. 
Mike Schmitz was 
one of the panelists. 

Because of a noticeable, strong growing influence in 
this digital age, ministry will have to occur through 
online resources as one of the major parts of our effort 
in the new evangelization. Ministry online will need to 
be accessible, if we are to evangelize to our Deaf 
brothers and sisters out there.  

With that thought in mind, I seized the opportunity to 
go to the microphone stand to make a statement. I 
pointed out to the panelists that there are Deaf and 
hard of hearing brothers and sisters out there being left 
out and lost without any knowledge and understanding 
of their Catholic faith because many Catholic programs 
not accessible in closed-captioning. I mentioned the 
statistics from research studies at Gallaudet University 
and many national organizations associated with     
religious programs for the Deaf that indicates ninety-
six percent of Deaf people have no religious affiliation. 
I told them that I thought it is ironic that after I     
produce my videos, I always type closed-captions in 
them to provide access for those who do not know 
sign language. There was applause from the audience, 
which caught me by a surprise as I was not expecting 

such a response.  I emphasized that we are not in òthe 
Printing Press Ageó anymore ; we are in this digital age 
where there are surmountable and even, cost-effective 
opportunities to be creative in our efforts to reach out 
to those who have been marginalized from the faith 
for quite a long time. 

At the workshop, a hashtag campaign was given to  
encourage the Catholic leaders in the audience to use 
when tweeting about using social media and digital  
media as part of the new evangelization. The hashtag 
campaign is #digitaldisciple.  I mentioned to Sr.   
Kathleen my idea to make this hashtag campaign  
wicked cool, which is to add the word, òaccessó at the 
end: #digitaldiscipleaccess. I highly encourage you 
NCOD Pastoral Workers to use this hashtag when you 
pursue providing all kinds of access in social media and 
digital media. Not only is that the way of the new 
evangelization, it is how we can continue to spread the 
joy of the Gospel! 

After the workshop, I had a chance to converse with 
Fr. Mike Schmitz and exchange our contact              
information as he wanted to pursue the closed-
captioning opportunity in his program. He then said, 
òI almost promise to caption my programs!ó I am 
most certain that you are now thinking òbeen there, 
done tható as he may not ever get back to me or even 
bother pursuing. I told Fr. Mike that last week I 
viewed several of his YouTube videos with captions 
that came from an audio to text transcribing feature 
and then he replied that this was funny because he was 
about to let me know about his meeting with             
Ascension Press to discuss better strategies for        
captioning his program! He mentioned that Ascension 
is looking at getting someone who can assist in this 
endeavor! We need your continued prayers to make 
our efforts in this endeavor to be productive as we 
continue to follow up. #digitaldiscipleaccess 

Not only was I attending the Convocation for          
networking, I was given an opportunity from National 
Catholic Partnership on Disability (NCPD) to           
participate as one of the panelists at one of the      
workshops, òFrom Inclusion to Belonging: Persons 
with Disabilities and the Deaf Communityó to        
represent NCOD. It was an honor to be involved with 
other amazing and wonderful panelists: Michael     
Adamus (Disability Advocate from Orlando), Bridget 
Brown (Disability & Pro-Life Advocate from Joliet), 
Chris Miller (Co-chair NCPD Council on Mental    
Illness), Esther Garcia (Manager of Programs and   

Continued from page 1 

NCOD Board Members at the 
USCCB Convocation of Catholic 
Leaders 2017, Orlando.  Monsignor 
Glenn Nelson, Laureen Lynch-Ryan, 
and Reverence Shawn Carey 
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Outreach), and Janice Benton (Executive Director of 
NCPD), from whom I had learned so much about this 
important outreach opportunity. This workshop gave 
me many insights about how we, as brothers and sisters 
in Christ, can come together as one Body of Christ.  
That is the Churchñno matter who we are and what 
disability we might have. We all are the gifts of God. I 
was moved to learn that Bridget Brown, a young lady 
with Down Syndrome, with whom I really had such a 
great pleasure meeting, wrote a letter to the Washington 
Post expressing her sadness about all the babies with 
Down Syndrome who are aborted and  being robbed of 
living a full, productive and wonderful life. In her letter, 
she boldly emphasized that òthe world will never again 
benefit from our giftsó if this ògenocideó continues. 
This struck me because newer technology can now   
enable the physician to detect if the baby in the      
motherõs womb will have a disability, including       
deafness, which would prompt the physician to suggest 
to the mother to abort her baby.  What would the 
world be like without people with disabilities and Deaf 
people? The world would not know and understand 
what suffering would be like, and even, what carrying 
the cross would mean. 

I emphasized to the   
audience a quote from 
Pope Francis: òPeople 
with disabilities are a gift 
for the family and an 
opportunity to grow in 
love and mutual aid and 
unity.ó I shared the 
struggles of the Deaf 
Catholics in the Church, 

especially when my parents struggled finding a Catholic 
Church that would be willing to teach me the First   
Eucharist and administer the sacrament. Their local 
parish and nearby parishes refused to accept a Deaf  
student into their First Eucharist program. I also   
pointed out that I am amazed and, indeed impressed, at 
how my parents held on to their Catholic faith,         
especially when they struggled to get access for their 
Deaf child. Because of this experience, I accentuated 
that it is vital for us, the Catholic leaders, to re-examine 
the attitudes of the parish to embrace our Deaf      
brothers and sisters to be part of the Church family and 
that any parish can learn from them, even participating 
to learn the basics of  religious signing and ASL. This 
approach would enable the parish family to have an 
awesome òopportunity to grow in love and mutual aid 
and unityó just as Pope Francis says. 

What still amazes me is that after this workshop,     
Monsignor Nelson, Laureen, Mary, Sr. Kathleen and I 
met more leaders, including the Bishops, who shared 
their appreciation and intrigue to get our contact          
information, including NCOD, as part of networking 
for Deaf Catholic ministries in their dioceses. Also, 
Monsignor Nelson had a good conversation with one 
of the diocesan leaders who was considering            
consolidating the Deaf Ministry Office with the        
Disabilities Office. She realized that it would not be as 
effective as she thought and planned to consider        
shifting the Deaf Ministry under Cultural Diversity. 
And, whatõs more, I met several seminarians who are 
studying ASL, which gave us a lot of hope for the    
future of Deaf Catholic ministry! We also encouraged 
our new network of peers to come to NCOD Pastoral 
Week in the future! 

Learning from this Convocation experience, as Patrick 
Lencioniõs quote above emphasized, our prayers for this 
increased awareness and exposure has continued to 
work. That does not mean we should stop praying! We 
are òGodõs circle of influenceó, which is definitely a 
very good thing because the harder we work with sweat 
and tears, the more we will be recognized and           
rewarded! I must say that we have sowed good seeds at 
this Convocation and I would not be surprised to see 
more grace in store coming from God but we do not 
know when. We will know when we see them in time. 
All it takes is perseverance and patience on our part as 
His servants for our Deaf brothers and sisters. 
#digitaldiscipleaccess 

òéthe Church is made good by strategy and management trends. 
Itõs the Holy Spirit we do our very best to cooperate with the Holy 
Spirit through excellence so that he can surprise us and do things 
we could never imagine!ó ð Patrick Lencioni 

Fr. Mike Schmitz and Fr. Shawn Carey 
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Bridget Brown and Fr. Shawn 
Carey enjoying a conversation. 

From Left to Right: Monsignor Nelson,      
Sr. Kathleen Schipani, Shawn Olmstead 
(interpreter), Wendy Crawford (interpreter), 
Mary OõMeara, Rev. Shawn Carey, and    
Laureen Lynch-Ryan 

Fr. Shawn Carey, Laureen 
Lynch-Ryan, Sr. Kathleen 
Schipani watching the plenary 
session.   

Fr. Shawn Carey and                       
Bridget Brown 

òFrom Inclusion to Belongingó Panel: (L to R) Back Row: 
Daniel Cardinal DiNardo, Most Rev. Edward Rice 

Front Row: Michael Adamus, Esther Garcia, Rev. Shawn 
Carey, Bridget Brown, Chris Miller 

USCCB  

Convocation of  Catholic Leaders:  

The Joy of  the Gospel 

in America 

Join us in praying the                              
Prayer for the Convocation  

O Holy Spirit, you who first enkindled 
in our hearts the joy of the Gospel, 

renew that same joy in those who are 
preparing for the Convocation of  

Catholic Leaders. Enflame the hearts 
of our bishops and their diocesan   
delegations; leaders of national        

organizations and movements; clergy, 
religious and laity; all who make this 
event possible; and Catholic leaders 
across the United States. Move us to 

welcome the word of life in the depths of 
our hearts and respond to the call of 

missionary discipleship. O Holy Spirit, 
transform our hearts and enable us to 
enter into the perfect communion that 

you share with the Father and the Son. 

* Mary, Star of the New           
Evangelization, pray for us.   Amen.  

Workshop attendees participating in small group        
discussions during the session. 


