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 C.S. Lewis once wisely      
observed: òWhen everyone is rushing 
headlong towards the precipice,    
anyone going in the opposite        
direction would appear to be mad.ó 

 In July of 1968, the world at 
large thought Pope Paul VI had lost 
his mind. For in that month he issued 
his long-awaited encyclical Humanae 
Vitae, which reiterated the Churchõs 
ageold ban on every form of        
contraception.  A tidal wave of angry 
dissent erupted over the popeõs     
decision.  Catholic and non-Catholic 
alike berated òthe celibate old man in 
the Vaticanó for hindering the 
Churchõs full entry into the modern 
era.   

 As we approach the fortieth 
anniversary of that historic            
document, I wish to emphasize its 
importance for our times.  As a    
backdrop for my remarks, I would 

like to place it in the context of its 
time. In the same year that Pope Paul 
issued Humanae Vitae, another Paulñ
Paul Ehrlichñ published a book  
entitled, The Population Bomb. In that 
1968 bestseller, Ehrlich made some 
stark predictions. For example:   

¶     òThe battle to feed humanity 
is over.  In the 1970s the world will 
undergo famines éhundreds of   
millions of people (including Ameri-
cans) are going to starve to deathéó   

 Fact: Food production  worldwide 
is well ahead of population growth, and 
obesity now kills 300,000 Americans a 
year.    

¶     òIndia couldnõt possibly feed 
two hundred million more people by 
1980.ó   

 Fact: Since 1968 India has dou-
bled its population by half a billion, and 
is still self-sufficient in food.  

By Most Rev. Victor Galeone 
NFPP/US Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC: USCCB, 2011.  Used with permission. 

Marriage:  
The Gift of  Love and Life 
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 We hope everyone enjoyed Pastoral Week 2017 in Charlotte, North 
Carolina.  The weather was beautiful, the speakers were inspiring, and the dancing 
was tremendous.  Who knew there were so many people with this hidden talent in 
the NCOD membership?!  We want to thank the local Charlotte deaf community 
for their incredible hospitality.  We were honored to have Monsignor Mauricio 
West, vicar general and chancellor of the Diocese of Charlotte, join us as we     
celebrated Mass with the local community.  There are several pictures of the Mass 
on pages 5-8  The banquet following was overflowing with Carolina goodiesñ
unique, delicious, and a good time for all!  It is hard work hosting NCOD and we 
are very grateful to the local community for their support.  Mark you calendars now 
as we get ready for PW 2018 in Seattle, Washington! 

 Each edition of the Vision tries to highlight a personal vocation.  In this 
edition, we are focusing on the vocation of married life and the domestic church.  
Our feature òMy Journey to Godõs Choiceó highlights practical ways we can build 
the domestic church (page 9).  Strong marriages rooted in Christ lead to strong, 
happy families.  Families are where religious vocations are introduced and fostered.  
There is an attack against marriage and families in our culture that we must fight.  
We must unite our prayers and seek our Blessed  Motherõs intercession.  Take 
time this week to pray for couples who are married and those who are still in the      
planning phase.  In òLearning Our Faithó (page 11) you can read about what the 
Church teaches about the Sacrament of Matrimony.  There was not space to cover 
all the aspects addressed by the Church so feel free to grab your Catechism, Com-
pendium, or YouCat off the shelf and dive a little deeper into the topic.   

 Finally, we all recognize that we have to build awareness for the need of 
deaf ministry.  There is a short blurb on page 10 about one Pastoral Worker  
doing just that by engaging hearing students so they have a better understanding of 
the needs of the deaf.  Building bridges between the hearing and deaf communities, 
building strong marriages and families, and building a strong Body of Christ.  We 
are all members of that Body and with each member doing his/her part the Body, 
the Church, will flourish! 

Be courageous in bringing  people to Christ.  Pray for religious vocations! 

NCOD  Board of Directors 

mailto:ncoddeafpw@gmail.com
mailto:ncodicdarep@gmail.com
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¶     Comparing population explosion to a cancerous 

tumor, Ehrlich prescribed òcutting out the cancer [too 
many people]ó as the only remedy to save humanity.  

 Fact: Today Europe is dying, with most countries 
fluctuating around the 60% replacement level.       

  Against this foreboding background, the     
reaction to Pope Paulõs encyclical came as no surprise, 
even though it only restated what the Church has 
taught for 2,000 years. Namely:   

òThere is an inseparable 
link between the two    
meanings of the  marriage 
act: the unitive meaning 
[making love] and the        
procrea t ive mean ing 
[making babies].  This       

connection was established by God    himself, and man 
is not permitted to break it on his own                            
initiative.ó (H.V , no. 12)       

 In Deuteronomy 18:21 we learn how to tell an 
authentic prophet from a false one: Has the prophecy 
materialized or not? Judged by that benchmark, Paul 
Ehrlich is a false prophet.  What about Paul VI?   

 Pope Paul predicted four dire consequences if 
the use of contraception escalated: 1) increased marital 
infidelity; 2) a general lowering of morality, especially 
among the young; 3) husbands viewing their wives as 
mere sex objects; and 4) governments forcing massive 
birth control programs on their people.    

 Forty years later the moral landscape is strewn 
with the following stark reality: 1) The divorce rate has 

more than tripled.  2) Sexually transmitted diseases 
have increased from six to fifty. 3) Pornographyñ
especially on the Internetñis a plague, addicting     
millions annually.  4) Sterilization is forced on women 
in third world countries, with Chinaõs one-child policy 
in the vanguard.    

 In the waning years of his life, St. Augustine 
wrote his mammoth work, The City of God. According 
to Augustine, the whole world is comprised of two 
communities: the City of God and the City of Man. 
Citizens of each city are determined not by oneõs   
birthplace or residence, but rather by the object of 
oneõs love: placing the love of God above self, or the 
love of self above God.    

 The two cities are still with us.  Paul Ehrlich 
and Paul VI could well serve as icons of each city.  In 
one case, death and darkness prevailñin the other, life 
and light.  Death or life? The choice is ours!      

Most Rev. Victor Galeone is Bishop Emeritus of the Diocese of St.       
Augustine, FL.  For an amplification of this message, read òMarriage: A 
Communion of Life and Loveó at: http://www.dosafl.com/imagegallery/
VertNav/25/MarriageACommunionofLifeandLove.pdf.       

Continued from page 1 

Prayer for a Married Couple 
O God, who in creating the human race  
willed that man and wife should be one,  

keep, we pray, in a bond of  inseparable love  
those who are united in the covenant of  Marriage,  

so that, as you make their love fruitful, 
they may become, by your grace,                             

witnesses to charity itself. 
Through Christ our Lord 

Amen.  
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-Carolee McGrath for Catholic Communications News  
iobserve.org 

A Day with de Sales: 
Celebration Mass for the Deaf  Community 

 

SPRINGFIELD, MA ð More than 60 people      
gathered at Mary 
Mother of Hope Parish 
in Springfield for a  
special 2 p.m. Mass 
marking the fourth  
annual òDay with de 
Sales.ó Father Matthew 
Alcombright celebrated 
Mass in sign language 

for the deaf community. 

 St. Francis de Sales is the patron saint of the deaf. 
His feast day is celebrated Jan. 24. 

òHe (St. Francis de Sales) wanted to teach the Gospel 
to everyone, without distinction and the deaf are   
included in that,ó said Father Alcombright, the      
administrator at Mary Mother of Hope Parish. Father 
Alcombright is also the director of the Office of  
Ministry with the Deaf for the Diocese of Springfield, 
which is housed at the parish. He explained how St. 
Francis de Sales is the patron saint of the deaf       
because of his ministry to a young deaf boy named 
Martin in the early 1600s in France. 

òMartin came to him because nobody would accept 
him in school. No one would teach him the faith. 
Francis de Sales opened up communication,ó Father 
Alcombright said. òSo he was able to teach Martin the 
faith and receive him, giving him the sacraments of 
the church.ó 

Springfield Bishop Mitchell T. Rozanski was also in 
attendance. In his homily, he spoke of the great     
example St. Francis de Sales is for all people. 

òHe wanted to bring healing to division. He knew the 
way to heal division was by the light of knowledge 
and faith,ó said Bishop Rozanski, referring to the   
division St. Francis de Sales witnessed during the 
Protestant reformation. 

òSt. Francis de Sales wanted to preach clearly what 

our faith is all about,ó said the bishop. òHe wanted to 
preach to everyone, Catholics and non-Catholics é 
St. Francis de Sales by his witness and his example 
teaches us how to follow Christ.ó 

On the first, second, fourth and fifth Sundays of the 
month, a 10 a.m. interpreted Mass for the deaf and 
hearing impaired is held at Mary Mother of Hope 
Parish. In addition, an American Sign Language Mass 
is held on the third Sunday of the month, where the 
celebrant and the participants sign the Mass. 

Sister of St. Joseph 
Carol Lareaux spent 
30 years as director 
of the Ministry with 
the Deaf.   

òI was always 
amazed at how 
much I learned from 

the deaf. I   always loved their sense of community. 
They were always here for each other,ó she said. 

òThey had to deal with issues that hearing   people 
donõt have to deal with. They were so often left out 
because of the communication. Itõs so nice to see 
them finding their rightful place in the church.ó 

Father Alcombright, who learned sign language when 
he was in the seminary, said St. Francis de Sales 
showed people how to love and follow Christ. 

òWe celebrate him, not only as our patron, but we 
celebrate him as the saint who calls us all to holiness, 
no matter who we 
are,ó he said. 

After Mass, people 
gathered for a meal 
served by the    
Womenõs Club of 
Mary Mother of 
Hope Parish. 
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-SueAnn Howell, Senior Reporter 
Catholic News Herald, Reprinted with permission 

Joyful Hands Bring Faith to Deaf and 
Hearing Impaired 

Continued  

 

- See more at: http://www.catholicnewsherald.com/90-
news/local/1248-ncod-hosts-annual-pastoral-week-in-charlotte-
jan-13-17#sthash.yFcSIvqu.dpuf  

CHARLOTTE ñ Participants in the annual National 
Catholic Office 
for the Deaf 
Pastoral Week 
Jan. 13-17 had 
an unusual and 
b e a u t i f u l      
opportunity to 
w o r s h i p       

together at Mass Jan. 15 at St. Matthew Church. Deaf 
priests and some hearing priests trained in American 
Sign Language signed throughout the Mass, even signing 
parts of the Eucharistic Prayer. 

During the one-hour Mass, sign-language interpreters 
were positioned on each side of the sanctuary,            
interpreting the Mass and leading deaf and hearing-
impaired parishioners in signing the Mass parts and 
songs. 

Monsignor Mauricio West, vicar general and chancellor 
of the Diocese of Charlotte, served as the main          
celebrant. Eleven priests attending the conference    
concelebrated Mass. 

More than 100 members of the National Catholic Office 
for the Deaf from around the U.S. and Canada attended 
the Mass at St. Matthew Church and also the conference 
held at the Charlotte Crowne Plaza Executive Park    
Hotel in south Charlotte. The annual conference gives 
laity and clergy the opportunity to gather and receive 
valuable training and resources for deaf ministry in their 
dioceses and parishes. 

St. Matthew Church has offered deaf ministry for its  
parishioners for more than 10 years under the leadership 
of pastor Monsignor John McSweeney. 

òWe are honored to host this national group,ó        
Monsignor McSweeney said. òA very important aspect 
of our Masses at St. Matthew is the signing for the deaf. 
We are delighted that St. Matthew is able to host this 
event.ó 

Father Shawn Carey, a deaf priest from the Archdiocese 
of Boston who serves on the board of directors for the 
National Catholic Office for the Deaf, signed the     
Gospel reading at Mass. 

òDeaf ministry is important because oftentimes the deaf 
people feel isolated, they have no access to faith, and 
they do need faith to have a good life and serve the 
Lord. They have to. Without that, then they are lost 
sheep, like an island all alone. But if they have faith, we 
can encourage them to continue their faith and follow 
the call of God.ó 

He expressed that for many years the Catholic Church 
was unsure of how best to minister to the deaf. 

Father Carey, who is deaf, admitted that his vocation 
had its challenges, as he was initially denied entry to 
seminary. He was encouraged to persevere when he   
attended a movie providentially called òSigns,ó where 
the main character becomes a priest at the end of the 
movie. He knew then he had to continue his journey 
towards the priesthood. He found St. Patrickõs Seminary 
in California, which offered a program for deaf men 
studying to become priests. They had interpreters to 
help seminarians study for the priesthood. 

òNow I am a priest for almost eight years!ó he said. He 
was ordained in 2009 by Cardinal Sean OõMalley at Holy 
Cross Cathedral in Boston and now serves as the       
director of the deaf apostolate for the Archdiocese of 
Boston. 

Father Matt   
A l c o mb r i g h t , 
pastor of Mary, 
Mother of Hope 
C h u r c h  i n 
S p r i n g f i e l d , 
Mass., is the  
director of deaf 
ministry for the 
Diocese of Springfield. His parish is the home of deaf 
ministry for the diocese. He is not hearing impaired but 
is trained in American Sign Language. Father             
Alcombright served as homilist at the Jan. 15 Mas. 

òI was ordained in 2012 and became director of deaf 
ministry a month after my ordination,ó he explained. 
òDeaf ministry is important to the Church because, as 
the Church teaches, we are supposed to have one faith, 
one people, one language ð universality ð and that     
includes the deaf.ó 
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òAs the Church documents say, itõs ôfull, active and 
conscious participation,õ so if you have deaf people 
with no interpreter or nothing for them, there is no 
participation, there is no consciousness of what is  
happening,ó he said. 

òItõs so important as to what the Church wants us to 
do. The Church wants us to provide these ministries 
not only to the deaf but those with any kind of disabil-
ity. We need to provide for them,ó he said. 

Laureen Lynch-
Ryan, a regional 
board president for 
t h e  N a t i o n a l    
Catholic Office for 
the Deaf, helped to 
organize the annual 
conference. 

òThe National Catholic Office for the Deaf hopes to 
provide support for pastoral workers throughout the 
nation, so we that can maintain deaf ministry and   
provide education not only to deaf children but to 
deaf adults and their families, so we can help them 
continue to grow in the Catholic faith,ó she said. 

Local deaf and hearing-impaired parishioners also   
attended the conference and some served as lectors at 
Mass. 

Ron Kolodziej, a parishioner of Holy Spirit Church in 
Denver, signed the first reading. Deaf since the age of 
5 after contracting the measles, Kolodzielj said he feels 
called to assist others in hearing the Word of God and 
growing in their faith. For more than a decade, he has 
served the deaf and hearing-impaired community in 
the Diocese of Charlotte, volunteering as an           
interpreter and also in faith formation ministry. 

One of those whom Kolodziej assisted is a young man 
named Patrick Vellia, whom he has helped since Vellia 
was a teen. Vellia signed the second reading at Mass 
Jan. 15. 

òDeaf ministry is an important aspect of the Church 
because it provides communication access to the deaf 
and hard of hearing members of the Church in a    
medium that they may receive the Word of God,ó  
Vellia said. 

Vellia participated in Life Teen during his high school 
years and founded the Joyful Hands Ministry at   
Gardner-Webb University while attending college 
there. After Mass, the Joyful Hands Choir performed a 
special song for the congregation. 

Jona Maiorano, coordinator of deaf ministry at St. 
Matthew Church, believes the National Catholic     
Office for the Deaf has worked diligently to compile 
or create resources that are accessible to persons who 
are deaf or hard of hearing and then disseminate that 
information to parishes.  òThey have developed      
religious education resources that are available to 
churches or parents for providing religious education 
to their childrenó she said. òNCOD also provides 
churches with training on how to work with their deaf 
ministries, in addition to providing spiritual             
opportunities and training for deaf and hard of hearing 
Catholics that want to be involved in the Catholic 
Church. Their efforts enable Catholics who are deaf 
and hard of hearing the ability to live their faith fully.ó 
The St. Matthew Knights of Columbus hosted a    
banquet for the conference participants after the Mass. 

Share your Faith 
Share   Your     Faith 
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NCOD & Charlotte Deaf  Community Mass 
-SueAnn Howell, Catholic News Herald 


