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For Deaf Catholics, a Gesture
from Pope Francis Meant the
World
-Michael J. O’Loughlin, Reprinted with permission
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2018/07/11/deaf-catholics-gesture-pope-francis-meant-world

ROME—Pope Francis communicated more with one hand on June 27
than many in the audience had seen
in a long time from a church leader.
With a smile on his face and his right
arm raised in the air, Francis placed
his two middle fingers in his palms
and signed “I love you.” It was a
message for the dozens of young
people from North America and
Central America who are both
Catholic and deaf, and one that has
made the life’s work of the Rev.
Joseph Mulcrone well worth it.
A priest in the Archdiocese of
Chicago, Father Mulcrone has been
working with deaf Catholics for four
decades and said that introducing
Catholics who often feel
marginalized in the church to the

pope ranks at the top of his career.
“When the pope came down, he went
to every person who was in our
group, every young person who was
in our group. I can’t tell you what
that felt like,” Father Mulcrone
told America from Italy. “There’s an
old prayer,” he said, recalling the
Song of Simeon, which includes the
line, “My own eyes have seen the
salvation which you have prepared in
the sight of every people.”
Pope Francis communicated more
with one hand than many in the
audience had seen in a long time
from a church leader.
“That’s what I felt like the other
day,” he said. “I’ve seen this, Lord,

A Pastoral Service for Persons who are Deaf or
Hard of Hearing
Continued—page 3

NCOD
Board of Directors
Many of our NCOD members (Deacon Pat Graybill, Fr. Joe Mulcrone, Teri
Matenaer, Margaret Calteaux, Laureen Lynch-Ryan, Fr. Christopher
Klusman, Fr. Shawn Carey, and many others) had the thrill of a lifetime June
26-28,2018 in Rome, Italy. They were there for a conference planned and
hosted by DCYIA, Deaf Catholic Youth Initiative for the Americas. On June
27, 2018, they were inside the Paul VI Hall just inside the Vatican for a
special meeting with Pope Francis! With them were representatives from the
Special Olympics celebrating their 50th anniversary. Pope Francis spent time
with each Special Olympian, then came over to the Deaf group. People were so
excited and overcome with joy to be so close to Pope Francis. Brian Swatek,
from Chicago, presented him with a Chicago Bears with “Pope Francis” and
“1” on the back. We are told that Pope Francis was very moved during his
meetings, and was especially surprised to meet Fr. Klusman and Fr. Carey, two
Deaf priests. The article from America magazine has been reprinted in this
issue with some additional pictures from the pilgrims whom attended the
meeting. More information can be found at the following sites.
Deacon Pat Graybill posted an emotional testimony about the week in video:
https://www.facebook.com/AgenSIR/videos/868247750028021/UzpfST
EwMDAwNzA2NzMxNDUwMDoyMTc0MzU0OTIyODEwMDY0
/ (voiced in Spanish)
Fr. Joe Mulcrone’s blog: http://blog.deafchurchchicago.org/
DCYIA’s Facebook page has a lot of pictures and video, both from them and
from Audrey Seah. (search under Deaf Catholic Youth Initiative for the
Americas)
Be courageous in bringing people to Christ. Pray for religious vocations!
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Catholic bishops in the United States released a document about disability in 1978, in which they urged
parishes to include sign language interpreters at Masses and to invite deaf people to serve as extraordinary
ministers of Holy Communion. Then in 1995, the
bishops released a longer document that laid out
more rights for Catholics who are deaf. It stipulated
that deaf Catholics “should have the opportunity to
confess to a priest able to communicate with them in
sign language” or to use an interpreter in confession.
Pope Francis with members of the Deaf Catholic
Youth Initiative for the Americas
Pope Francis meeting with an audience of people who work in deaf ministry.

you can take me.”

The Rev. Christopher Klusman was ordained a priest
in 2011, and he immediately began ministering to
Catholics who are deaf.

Father Mulcrone is one of the founders of the Deaf
Catholic Youth Initiative for the Americas, which
serves Catholics who are deaf by providing them a
gathering space and by training local pastoral workers,
both hearing and deaf.

“As one of the few deaf priests in the world,” he said,
“it made sense.”
He said many people fail to understand that “the deaf
community is considered a cultural group with its
own history, language and customs.”

“The goal of this organization is to be out of business
in 10 years,” Father Mulcrone said. “We hope to have
about 500 people who could do this kind of training.”

“Many people don’t realize that English would be
considered their second language,” he added. “Some
deaf people are bilingual, but it varies on an individual
basis.”

The National Catholic Office for the Deaf estimates
there are about 5.4 million deaf or hard-of-hearing
Catholics in the United States. But advocates for the
deaf Catholic community say the church is not
meeting the needs of some of its most marginalized
members. In part, that is because there is a paucity of
ministers who understand deaf culture.

The Milwaukee priest said that as a member of the
deaf community himself, he is able to offer deaf
Catholics homilies and resources that will resonate
with their own faith journeys, which often takes more
than just providing a translator.

With a smile on his face and his right arm raised in
the air, Francis placed his two middle fingers in his
palms and signed “I love you.”

“What works for the hearing community doesn’t always ‘fit’ the deaf community and vice versa.”

For centuries, deafness was considered a disability
that prohibited ordination. That began to change in
the 20th century. In 1921, the Rev. Charles La Fonta became the first deaf man to be ordained a Catholic priest. He was required, however, to learn to pronounce the words of the Latin Mass, and his public
ministry was limited.

“What works for the hearing community doesn’t always ‘fit’ the deaf community and vice versa,” he said.
Responding to questions by email, Father Klusman
said that having been born deaf and immersed in the
community, he is able to “make homilies, spiritual
direction and pastoral counseling fit into the framework [of] the deaf community using their stories, historical moments and examples so that they feel the
Gospel is applicable to them.”

The Rev. Thomas Coughlin was the first man born
deaf to be ordained a priest in the United States, in
1977, and today there are still only about 14 priests in
the world who are deaf, with more than half of them
here in the United States.
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He says his ministry is guided by a riff on a wellknown Gospel passage.

“Most people just read the Gospel, but now they’re
seeing it, they’re seeing the hand moves, and they feel
more included in the story.”

“How can I, as a shepherd for the deaf, not run to
search for that one deaf sheep and bring him or her
back into the flock?” he asked.

Father Carey agrees, and he said hearing people have
told him they were especially moved when he used
A.S.L. during Good Friday services.

Another deaf priest, the Rev. Shawn Carey from the
Archdiocese of Boston, said deaf Catholics need similar catechetical resources as hearing people.

“They say, ‘I was touched. I feel like I was in a movie.
It was really brought to life,’” he said.
Ms. Seah, who is hearing, said providing the sacraments in A.S.L. is a matter of justice for deaf Catholics, who, even when provided resources, are nonetheless sometimes literally marginalized. They are often
asked to sit off to the side of a church, where an interpreter is sometimes placed. She said this can make
participating in the Mass difficult for deaf Catholics.

“I’ve noticed there are many resources for Catholic
hearing people,” Father Carey told America through
an interpreter. “With the deaf, we are just starting to
develop them.”
By incorporating deaf Catholics into parish life, the
entire community is enriched.

“During the Eucharistic prayer,” she said, “they are
darting back and forth between the action happening
at the altar and the interpreter.”

Father Carey said that by incorporating deaf Catholics
into parish life, the entire community is enriched.
While many Catholics may have experienced Mass
being celebrated by a hearing priest with an interpreter for the deaf community, Father Carey celebrates
Mass and preaches using American Sign Language,
with a voice interpreter for those who hear. He said
hearing parishioners have come up to him after to say
how powerful the experience was for them.
“Most people just read the Gospel, but now they’re
seeing it, they’re seeing the hand moves, and they feel
more included in the story,” he said.
Audrey Seah believes the church should treat American Sign Language as a vernacular, like it does with
English, Spanish, French and many other languages.

Pope Francis with members of the Deaf Catholic Youth Initiative for the Americas

Maryann Barth is a deaf Catholic who lives in Kentucky. She said many deaf Catholics do not feel welcome because parishes often lack resources to serve
them.

“There’s a richness in A.S.L. that English doesn’t
have,” Ms. Seah told America. She is studying the
role of visual language in the church at the University
of Notre Dame. She offered as an example the theological concept of the trinity, something even the
most articulate pastor can find difficult to convey.

Father Carey called the meeting with Pope Francis a
“miracle.”
“Deaf people are ‘eye’ people, not ‘ear’ people, and to
fully understand, appreciate and ‘go forward’ in our
spiritual development, must have American Sign Language and deaf Culture in our spiritual lives as well as
our daily lives,” Ms. Barth wrote in an email

“Theologians have used artwork” to depict the trinity,
she said. “In spoken language, all you can say is, ‘three
in one.’ But it’s very different when you can express
that visually.”
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to America. She said the church could have an important role to play in meeting the needs of deaf people, an overwhelming majority of whom are born to
hearing families.

notes. Concerns included a lack of employment opportunities, loneliness, feelings of shame and being
cut off from the sacraments.
Struggles for people who are deaf can include isolation and loneliness, especially if they are not connected to the deaf community, as well as increased vulnerability to abuse. Back in 2010, revelations of sexual
abuse of deaf childrenin a church-affiliated school
were made public. The Rev. Lawrence C. Murphy,
who died in 1998, is suspected of abusing up to 200
children in his care at St. John’s School for the Deaf
in St. Francis, Wis., beginning in the 1950s. Similar
cases have been documented in, among other places, Quebec and Argentina.

“Deaf adults become like a ‘family’ to nurture, teach,
lead and support deaf children and deaf young
adults,” she wrote.
Father Mulcrone, who is part of a community that
celebrates Mass with the deaf community in Chicago
each week, agrees that it is a matter of justice for the
church to provide access to the sacraments for Catholics who are deaf.
He laments that few parishes have interpreters available to sign Mass and there are even fewer priests proficient in American Sign Language to hear confessions
or anoint the sick.

Deaf people often find themselves ignored by both
society and the church, and that is why D.C.Y.I.A.
decided to go to Rome—or “the center of the
church,” as Father Mulcrone put it. The trip came
about nine years after a major conference for deaf
Catholics held at the Vatican in 2009. Following that
meeting, a dozen recommendations about deaf ministry were sent to bishops’ conferences around the
world. They included suggestions that priests be
trained in deaf culture, that all seminarians take a
course about pastoral care for the deaf and that special efforts be made to promote vocations in the deaf
community.

“We are a pro-life church,” he said. “As a church, we
tell parents to bear and raise children who are deaf
and or disabled. At the same time, we fail repeatedly
to provide for the spiritual care of these children and
adults.”
Cardinal Peter Turkson told the group that having the
sacraments available to deaf Catholics is a “right.”
In the early 2000s, Father Mulcrone and others involved in deaf ministry marveled at the progress made
in the United States for people who are deaf, especially compared with just a few decades before. There
were laws, including the Americans with Disabilities
Act, to guarantee access to education, technology that
could connect them to the hearing world and opportunities to participate more fully in the life of the
church. But in other parts of the Americas, in countries such as Mexico, Panama and Guatemala, resources for the deaf were not nearly as robust. So Father Mulcrone convened in 2002 a group of deaf
teens and young adults in Miami, from about 16 to
26, and asked them several questions.

While progress on implementing the recommendations has been slow, the meetings in Rome have
shown that the deaf are getting their message to the
highest levels in the church. The meeting included a
Mass celebrated inside St. Peter’s, meetings with Vatican officials and an address by Cardinal Peter Turkson, the head of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral
Human Development, who told the group that having
the sacraments available to deaf Catholics is a “right.”

“What does it mean to be a person? What does it
mean to be a deaf person? What does it mean in your
context to be a Catholic deaf person?” he recalled
asking participants.

“For many years, the deaf have been isolated because
of no access or no resources,” he said. “But now we
see hope for the church there in Rome.”

Father Carey called the meeting with Pope Francis a
“miracle.” Most important, he said, the trip served as
“a reminder to the young deaf that you are not alone,
that there are others out there.”

The facilitators listened, he said, and jotted down
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Deaf Audience with Pope Francis
Pope Francis greeted the crowd by signing “I love
you”. (left)
Brian Swatek, from Chicago, presented Pope Francis
with a Chicago Bears jersey with his name and the
number one on the back. (below)
(photos submitted by Minette Sternke)

NEWS
There will be 3-4 candidates in the first year program and 5 candidates in the third year for
2018-2019. For more information, contact Sister Rita Wigginton at mfpdirectorchicago@gmail.com.
MFP will celebrate its 25th anniversary with a banquet and alumni weekend Oct. 12-14 at
Marytown. The banquet will be October 14th at St. Mary of Vernon Church.
Thanks be to God!

Religious American Sign Language Week
RASL hosted by the Diocese of Rockford, IL had another successful, and fun-filled, week.. This workshop is for deaf lectors, interpreters, and all who would like to know more about
the Mass. For more information visit:
https://www.rockforddiocese.org/deafapostolate/raslweek
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Confirmation Celebrated in American
Sign Language
-Reprinted with permission https://georgiabulletin.org/news/2018/08/confirmation-celebrated-in-american-sign-language/

MARIETTA—On April 19, Archbishop Wilton D.
Gregory celebrated Mass and the sacrament of
confirmation for a group on young people, including
Nicholas Spacht, at Transfiguration Church, Marietta.
Nicholas is unique among his classmates in that he is
deaf and fluent in American Sign Language (ASL).

During middle school Nicholas and his parents were
preparing to travel to Boston for him to have surgery.
An Atlanta archdiocesan interpreter arranged for the
family to meet Father Carey. Over the years the young
man and the priest have gotten to know each other
during a couple of hospital visits in Boston, as well as
dining and sightseeing.

During the years of his sacramental preparation, sign
language interpreters from the archdiocese facilitated
communication in classes, retreats and activities.
Nicholas chose as his sponsor Father Shawn Carey,
director of the deaf apostolate for the Archdiocese of
Boston, Massachusetts. Father Carey is also deaf. Never
before had a deaf priest sponsored a deaf confirmation
student and concelebrated the Mass in the Archdiocese
of Atlanta.

In a conversation after the confirmation Mass, Father
Carey and Nicholas agreed that their connection was
certainly God’s plan.
Father Carey has traveled to Atlanta a number of times
in support of the deaf ministry including serving as a
presenter in the ASL track at the 2014 Eucharistic
Congress.

Nicholas Spacht, center, is confirmed by Archbishop Wilton D.
Gregory at Transfiguration Church, Marietta, April 19. Nicholas,
who is deaf and fluent in American Sign Language, selected Father
Shawn Carey, left, as his
sponsor. Father Carey is also deaf and
became friends with the Spacht family through their visits to Boston,
where Father Carey is the director of the deaf apostolate.

Prayer for Vocations
God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women to
serve in your Son’s Kingdom as priests, deacons, religious, and
consecrated persons. Send your Holy Spirit to help us respond
generously and courageously to your call. May our community of
faith support vocations of sacrificial love in our youth. We ask
this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Third Priest Shot and Killed in Philippines in
Six Months
-Courtney Grogan, Reprinted with permission https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/third-priest-shot-and-killed-in-philippines-in-six-months-79555

MANILA, Philippines—A Catholic priest in the
Philippines was shot and killed in a chapel as he
prepared to celebrate Sunday Mass on June 10, local
police said.

Philippine Diocese of Cabanatuan, where he was
active in an apostolate for the deaf and mute. He also
served as the financial administrator for the diocese.
“May his death lead us to the love and live the
Catholic faith which Fr. Richmond, in his nearly 17
years in the priesthood, undoubtedly loved,
courageously preached and staunchly defended,” said
Bishop Bancud of Cabanatuan on June 11. The local
bishop also called for prayers for “peace, healing, and
security of our communities.”

Father Richmond Nilo is the third priest to be killed in
the Philippines in the past six months. Another priest
survived an assassination attempt in another part of
the country on June 6. Two unidentified gunmen shot
Father Nilo four times through a window of Nuestra
Senora de la Nieve Chapel in Zaragoza in the late
afternoon, an initial police investigation indicated. The
shooting left a pool of blood below the statue of the
Virgin Mary, reported the Associated Press.

In the same week, a former police chaplain, Father Rey
Urmenceneta, was shot by two gunmen in Calamba
City, over 100 miles away from Zaragoza, on June 6,
news reports said. He suffered wounds to his left arm
and back.

“We are deeply saddened and terribly disturbed that
another priest is brutally killed,” said Archbishop
Romulo Valles of Davao in a June 11 statement
released by the Filipino Bishops’ Conference. “We
make our appeal once again to the police authorities to
act swiftly in the investigation and to go after the
perpetrators of this heinous crime and bring them to
justice.”

Father Mark Ventura, 37, was shot and killed after
celebrating a Sunday Mass in April in Gattaran,
Philippines.

Father Marcelito Paez also died after being shot Dec.
2017 in the town of Jaen, less than 10 miles from
Sunday’s shooting.

Fr. Nilo, 43, was a parish priest in the northern

Prayer for Christian Martyrs
Lord, so great is our love for you
That even though we walk in a world where
Speaking your name can mean certain death
Your faithful still speak it
And speak it all the louder.
Help us work for a world
Where all may speak their creeds
And pray their prayers
Without fear of violence.
Hear the prayers of those who abide with you
In dangerous times and in dark valleys.
And who die with your name on their lips.
Draw them quickly to your side.
Where they might know eternal peace.
Amen.
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ASL Track Reflects on Jesus,
The Bridegroom of the Church
By Christine Eckel, DDS, Reprinted with Permission
https://georgiabulletin.org/news/2018/06/asl-track-reflects-on-jesus-the-bridegroom-of-the-church/

COLLEGE PARK—What a perfect start for the
American Sign Language track at the Eucharistic
Congress—a visit from Bishop Joel Konzen, SM,
carrying the monstrance with the holy Eucharist.

surprised to learn he had been chosen to learn
American Sign Language. He soon fell in love with
ASL, and a few years after his ordination in 2013, he
started working as archdiocesan chaplain to the deaf
apostolate in the Philadelphia area. He regularly
celebrates Masses in ASL in several churches and other
sacraments and funeral rites, while also serving part
time in a parish.

His prayer about St. Thomas Aquinas spoke of using all
of our senses to deepen our faith. About 35
participants knelt before the Eucharist while listening
to him. Those who are deaf and hearing impaired
gathered June 2 in a conference room at the Georgia
International Convention Center for this ASL track.
Maggie Rousseau, director of the archdiocesan
Disabilities Ministry, and Kathy Daykin, coordinator of
deaf services, were on hand to welcome all to the track.

God’s covenant with his people
Father Loomis was a lively, energetic and enthusiastic
speaker with a great sense of humor. He started his
presentation showing everyone a picture of Jesus on
the cross and asked, “What do you see?” He explained
how people have different reactions seeing this same
image and that most Christians see “the sacrifice of the
Son of God.”
“St. Paul, however, sees Jesus on the cross as our
bridegroom at our wedding,” he said.
With a PowerPoint presentation and references to
Scripture, Father Loomis explored how God is a
bridegroom and in the New Testament, Jesus is a
bridegroom, too.
Repeating the story in the Old Testament of the
covenant of Sinai, he explained that “God and the
people made a vow to each other in which God
promised to bless and protect his people, and in return
his people promised to follow his Ten
Commandments.”

PHOTO BY MICHAEL ALEXANDEROver the lunch break,
Father Sean Loomis, right, speaks with Cynthia Quattrone, left, and her
daughter Christina Hopper, both from Transfiguration Church, Marietta.
Father Loomis led the American Sign Language track for this year’s Eucharistic Congress.

Father Sean Loomis, the presenter, shared his life story
of growing up in a non-Catholic military family where
religion was not a priority. He grew up thinking that
happiness is what the world offers if you have enough
to eat, drink and party with friends, but these things did
not make him happy. His independent searching led to
conversion. He had been missing the Eucharist in his
life.

“This marriage was sealed by a sacrifice when Moses
splashed blood on the altar, symbolizing God, and also
on the elders, symbolizing the people,” he said.
God is the bridegroom in this marriage between God
and Israel.
Father Loomis made an analogy between God, who
invites his people to a wedding feast, the Mass, and “a
husband who makes plans to have dinner with his wife
and sits at the table waiting for his wife.”

After earning a degree in philosophy in college, he
entered St. Charles Borromeo Seminary, outside
Philadelphia. An unanticipated summons to the dean’s
office at the beginning of his first semester sparked fear
that he was getting kicked out of school. He was
9

“Where is the wife? Hanging out with her friends and
partying,” the priest said.

chamber. … He came even to the marriage bed of the
cross, and there ascending it, he consummated a
marriage.”

“The husband gets angry and his heart hurts, just like
God’s when we act like the uninterested wife,” he
explained.

When is the wedding supper of the Lamb? Father
Loomis pointed to Revelation 19:7,9, but St. Augustine
explains it with these words, “Every celebration (of the
Eucharist) is a celebration of marriage; the church
nuptials are celebrated and the Bride is joined to the
Bridegroom in the flesh.”

Jesus prepares a dwelling place
Traditionally the groom takes the bride from her family
to live with him and his family. When does Jesus, the
bridegroom, come back to prepare a home for his
bride?
Father Loomis quoted the words of Jesus in John 14:14: “Let not your hearts be troubled: believe in God,
believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many
rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take
you to myself, that where I am you may be also.”

The first track visited by Bishop Joel M. Konzen, SM, with the Blessed Sacrament, was for American Sign Language. In addition to adoration, he gave
some brief remarks. Photo By Michael Alexander

Jesus is the bridegroom in the New Testament, foretold
by the prophet Jeremiah, Father Loomis pointed out.
In the Gospel of John, John the Baptist named Jesus as
a bridegroom, saying, “he hears the voice of the
bridegroom,” and the prophet Jeremiah said, “The
voice of the bridegroom will be heard when the
Messiah comes.”

Father Loomis ended his presentation with the Bible
verses of Revelation 19:6-7 to describe the wedding
feast of heaven and “unveiling the bride of Christ at the
end of time, the glory of his bride, the New Jerusalem.”
ASL track participant Barbara Eckel commented, “This
presentation gave me a new slant on participating in the
Mass until the end of our lives, when we will meet our
bridegroom face to face as it were and join him in his
home for all eternity. We were re-educated as well as
entertained in Father Sean Loomis’ most animated and
dramatic presentation.”

In Mark’s Gospel, “John the Baptist is out there
washing (baptizing) the bride with living water
preparing them to meet the bridegroom,” the priest
said. He makes it clear that Jesus is the bridegroom and
that the bride is the church.
“When is the wedding day?” Father Loomis asked. A
clue is in Mark 2:18 when “Jesus identifies himself as
the bridegroom and says when he is taken away then
the wedding guests can fast.”
Father Loomis continued, describing that at a “Jewish
wedding the bridegroom leaves his friends and family
to enter the bridal chamber to consummate the
marriage.” He further explained that “God
consummated the marriage to Israel in the tabernacle
of Moses through the blood of the covenant, so Jesus
will consummate the marriage to his bride (the church)
through the blood of the cross.”
St. Augustine describes this wedding with these words,
“Like a bridegroom Christ went forth from his nuptial
10

REGISTRATION
Opens October 1, 2018

BE ON THE LOOKOUT!

October Sale ($369 Member/$469 Non-Member)
Only in the month of October!
Pastoral Week ONLINE Registration
OR Pastoral Week 2018 Registration Form (Printed Version)

DAY-HOP ONLY
Opens on December 1, 2018

Day Hop Registration Form
If you are planning to attend one day or two instead of attending the entire conference,
you will need to fill out this form and then mail to NCOD Office as instructed in the registration form.
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HOTEL

Hilton Downtown Fort Worth
815 Main St.
Fort Worth, TX 76102

Room Rate $119 per night plus taxes & a 2% tourism fee
Hotel Online Reservation
For those who wish to stay any of the three days before and/or three day after, please
read: Nightly conference room rate of $119.00 will appear only for the dates between January 8 15, 2019. Should you wish to extend your stay three days before and/or three days after, the Hilton
Downtown Fort Worth asks you to do the following steps:
1) Make your hotel reservation for nights between January 5 - 17, 2019. (You will see a different
rate.)
2) Immediately call Crystal Bernard 817-882-1388 to check if the rooms are available for the conference rate of $119.00 for any of the three days before or three days after. If available, she will
adjust the room rate to $119.
WARNING: There are a limited number of rooms for extended stay (3 days prior and 3 days after)
at this conference rate. You must reserve EARLY!
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Learning Our Faith:

The Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church
This edition of Catholicism 101 is pulled from Part One: The Profession of Faith; Section One—”I Believe”-”We
Believe”; Chapter Two: God Comes to Meet Man

Sacred Scripture
Why does Sacred Scripture teach the truth? (105-108, 135-136)
Because God himself is the author of Sacred Scripture. For this reason it is said to be inspired and to teach
without error those truths which are necessary for our salvation. The Holy Spirit inspired the human authors
who wrote what he wanted to teach us. The Christian faith, however, is not a “religion of the Book,” but the
Word of God -”not a written and mute word, but incarnate and living” (Saint Bernard of Clairvaux).

How is Sacred Scripture to be read? (109-119, 137)
Sacred Scripture must be read and interpreted with the help of the Holy Spirit and under the guidance of the
Magisterium of the Church according to three criteria: 1) it must be read with attention to the content and unity
of the whole of Scripture; 2) it must be read within the living Tradition of the Church; 3) it must be read with
attention to the analogy of faith, that is, the inner harmony which exists among the truths of the faith
themselves.
What is the Canon of Scripture? (120, 138)
The Canon of Scripture is the complete list of the sacred writings which the Church has come to recognize
through Apostolic Tradition. The Canon consists of 46 books of the Old Testament and 27 of the New.
What is the importance of the Old Testament for Christians? (121-123)
Christians venerate the Old Testament as the true word of God. All of the books of the Old Testament are
divinely inspired and retain a permanent value. They bear witness to the divine pedagogy of God’s saving love.
They are written, above all, to prepare for the coming of Christ, the Savior of the universe.
What importance does the New Testament have for Christians? (124-127, 139)
The New Testament, whose central object is Jesus Christ, conveys to us the ultimate truth of divine Revelation.
Within the New Testament the four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are the heart of all the Scriptures
because they are the principal witness to the life and teaching of Jesus. As such, they hold a unique place in the
Church.
What is the unity that exists between the Old and the New Testament? (128-130, 140)
Scripture is one insofar as the Word of God is one. God’s plan of salvation is one, and the divine inspiration of
both Testaments is one. The Old Testament prepares for the New and the New Testament fulfills the Old; the
two shed light on each other.
What role does Sacred Scripture play in the life of the Church? (131-133, 141-142)
Sacred Scripture gives support and vigor to the life of the Church. For the children of the Church, it is a
confirmation of the faith, food for the soul and the fount of the spiritual life. Sacred Scripture is the soul of
theology and of pastoral preaching. The Psalmist says that it is “a lamp to my feet and a light to my path”
(Psalm 119:105). The Church, therefore, exhorts all to read Sacred Scripture frequently because “ignorance of
the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ” (Saint Jerome).

'Therefore I beg you all that you give up what appeals to this one or that one and that you
address all these questions concerning these things to the Scriptures.'
-Saint John Chrysostom, Father and Doctor of the Church
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Our Mission
Spread God’s message through the support of the deaf and hard of hearing pastoral ministry
so that we may all be one in Christ!
To promote this mission, the NCOD will:
•

Raise the national consciousness concerning deaf and hard of hearing people’s position within the Catholic
Church

•

Encourage deaf and hard of hearing persons to be active in ministry

•

Provide pastoral training opportunities

•

Share communication, religious education and pastoral training resources

•

Develop and disseminate religious education materials

•

Provide an annual pastoral conference

•

Collaborate with other organizations with a similar Mission

•

Publish a national magazine, VISION

•

Support the national Deaf Cursillo Movement
14

National Catholic Office for the Deaf
Our History
WHAT IS NCOD?
The National Catholic Office for the Deaf is a non-profit membership organization dedicated to Pastoral Ministry with
Deaf and Hard of Hearing persons.
NCOD serves 5.7 million Deaf and Hard of Hearing Catholics through its pastoral ministry and through its special
advocacy to bishops, pastors and families with Deaf children.
WHAT IS A MINISTRY FOR PERSONS WHO ARE DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING?

A Pastoral Ministry offers Deaf Catholics services and support that fosters spiritual development in their own language.
A Pastoral Ministry offers Hard of Hearing Catholics access to the Church’s pastoral care.

NCOD is a Unique Center for this Unique Ministry
WHAT DOES NCOD OFFER?
• Shared opportunities for Religious Education, retreats and renewal programs, among other Deaf and Hard of
Hearing Catholics.
• Specially adapted resource materials in Sign language or open/closed captioning that make a Catholic Spiritual
life accessible to Catholic children and adults.
• Ongoing professional training for Pastoral Workers. VISION , a magazine that links the community of Deaf
and Hard of Hearing and those who serve them.
• Assistance to Catholic parents with Deaf children, especially those who can not access religious education and
services for their children.
• Training and opportunities for Catholic Deaf persons to meet the religious and spiritual needs of other Catholic
Deaf persons.
•

Workshops for professionals who wish to serve the spiritual needs of persons who are Catholic and Deaf.

• Annual conferences where pastoral workers and Deaf Catholics can share their experience, support each other,
and enrich their understanding and information about Deaf ministry.
HOW IS NCOD UNIQUE?

In the last several years, Deaf people themselves have increasingly assumed leadership roles and responsibility for their
own destiny. This grassroots movement among Deaf persons has had a profound effect on the institutions that serve
Deaf and Hard of Hearing persons.

NCOD takes pride in providing continuing opportunities
for
deaf and hard of hearing persons
to
become spiritual leaders
in
the Catholic deaf community

Never before has there been more hope for Deaf people to achieve their potential as self-respecting adults. NCOD is
grateful for its special unique role, enabling Catholic persons who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing to have rich, full and
rewarding spiritual lives.
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7202 Buchanan Street
Landover Hills, MD 20784
info@ncod.org
www.ncod.org
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

NCOD Mission Statement:
“Spread God’s message through the support of deaf and hard of hearing pastoral ministry
so that we may all be one in Christ”

National Catholic Office for the Deaf
Membership Form
□ New Member

□ Renewal

Annual Membership Fees

□ Vision only

Name: _________________________________________________________

(USA Rate)

Title: __________________________________________________________

□ Individual

Address: _______________________________________________________

□ Family

$100

City: __________________________________________________________

□ Student

$10

State: _______________________________ Zip Code:_________________

□ Pastoral

$70

Country________________________________________________________

□

Executive $250 (Diocese,
Agencies, & Organizations)

□

Donation: ______________
(Tax Deductible)

Diocese: _______________________________________________________
□ Deaf/Hard of Hearing

□ Deaf-Blind

□ Hearing

Phone (W): __________________________________ TTY Voice Both VP

$70

Phone (H): __________________________________ TTY Voice Both VP
FAX: _________________________________________________________

Vision Subscription Only

Email: ________________________________________________________
Name of Designated Voter _________________________________________
(for Family and Executive Members only)

ONLINE: www.ncod.org/membership-form

OR

Mail Application to: National Catholic Office for the Deaf

(USA Rate)
One Year
□ $20 US
□ $30 International
Two Year

7202 Buchanan Street

□ $35 US

Landover Hills, MD 20784

□

$55 International

□ please send paper copies of
web issues
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