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HARRISBURG (PA) -- Father Tom 
Rozman serves the Catholic Deaf 
community in the Diocese of          
Harrisburg, PA. He is the pastor of St. 
Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg, PA, 
which is the center of Deaf ministry 
for the diocese. 
 
In 2009, he was asked by the former 
Bishop of Harrisburg, Kevin C. 
Rhoades, to attend Gallaudet          
University’s summer ASL classes so 
that he could communicate with Deaf 
Catholics, who had been underserved 
by the Church. At that time, he was 
pastor of the Cathedral Parish of St. 
Patrick, where several Deaf persons 
attended interpreted Mass. 
  
While at Gallaudet, Fr. Rozman lived 
at the residence of the Oblates of St. 
Francis and began to learn of their 
ministry to the Deaf. He learned of 
the story of the Deaf young man,  
Martin, and his relationship with St. 
Francis DeSales. The story made an 
impression on him, as he was entering 

into this new ministry in  Harrisburg. 
  
In 2015, Fr. Rozman was transferred 
and became the pastor at St. Joseph. 
The move was a positive one both 
because of Fr. Rozman’s  celebration 
of the Mass in sign language and the 
suburban nature of the parish.        
Numbers of Deaf Catholics joining 
the parish greatly increased and an  
active community was formed. 
  
Mrs. Jody Cole, a well-known            
iconographer, is a member at St.     
Joseph parish. In 2015, Fr. Rozman 
spoke with her about the story of St. 
Francis DeSales and asked her if she 
could “write” an icon, depicting St. 
Francis’ work with the deaf. He had 
researched and found that no such 
icon existed. Mrs. Cole found several 
artist depictions of St. Francis         
DeSales. So that it would be            
understandable to Deaf and hearing 
parishioners, they chose the two-part 
ASL sign for “Trinity” to be depicted. 
She then asked Fr. Rozman to work 

The Writing of  an Icon 
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Board of  Directors 

NCOD Pastoral Week 2018 in Seattle was a great success!  It was wonderful to 
see so many of you at the conference.  For those who were unable to attend, know 
that we kept you in our prayers while we were there.  The theme was “Seek and 
You Will Find” and we certainly did find many resources available to us as we 
serve Christ and spread the Good News of His Gospel.  Planning is already   
underway for PW 2019.  We will “Follow His Star” to Fort Worth, Texas for 
our annual conference.  We hope to see you there! 

The Church has blessed us with many saints.  As you may know, St. Francis de 
Sales is the patron saint for the deaf.  A beautiful icon has been written of St. 
Francis de Sales.  It is pictured on page 3 along with a novena prayer.  During 
these weeks of Lent, maybe you can add this to your prayer routine.  Every year the 
community in Massachusetts celebrates “A Day with de Sales”.  Pictures are on 
page 5 with names of deaf saints that we can pray to and ask their intercession.  
Do you recognize any of the names?  If not, conduct a quick search to learn about 
a few of them.  

Mel Chua, a deaf Catholic now living in Rochester (NY), wrote a moving article 
about her experience at Religious American Sign Language (RASL) last year.  
The Diocese of Rochford will, once again, be hosting RASL on July 8-13.  It is 
for both hearing and deaf participants to increase their skills when proclaiming 
scripture, participating in Mass, and building community as you meet and work 
with people from across the U.S. who attend.  If you are interested in more      
information, checkout the Diocese of Rockford Deaf Apostolate website. 

Finally, NCOD offers congratulations to Fr. Donald Zerkel who received      
recognition for Service to the Priesthood.  You can read the article and see pictures 
on page 8.  Continue to keep all of us who work in Deaf Ministry in your prayers 
that we may bring our deaf brothers and sisters into a deeper relationship with  
Jesus. 

Be courageous in bringing  people to Christ.  Pray for religious vocations! 

NCOD  Board of Directors 

mailto:ncoddeafpw@gmail.com
mailto:ncodicdarep@gmail.com
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with her to achieve accuracy in depicting position 
and the sign as  photographs were taken and draft 
sketches were made. 
 
The icon took many months to write and was        
unveiled on November 18, 2017 at the annual         
diocesan Mass Celebrating the Gifts of People with 
Disabilities. Bishop Ronald Gainer presided at this 
Mass and blessed the icon. Mrs. Cole and Fr.        
Rozman were also present along with the Deaf      
community at St. Joseph. 

Continued from page 1 

Novena to St. Francis de 
Sales 

(to be prayed for nine days) 
 
O blessed Francis de Sales, who on 
earth did excel in a life of virtue,          
especially in the love of God and    
neighbor, I earnestly ask you to take 
me under your compassionate care and 
protection.  Obtain for me conversion 
of mind and heart.  Grant that all     
people, especially (names of those whom 
you wish to include) may experience the 
depth of God’s redeeming and healing 
love. 
 
Teach me to fix my eyes on the things 
of heaven even as I walk each day with 
my feet planted firmly on the earth.  
Help me, through the practice of virtue 
and the pursuit of devotion, to avoid 
anything that would otherwise cause 
me to stumble in my attempt to follow 
Christ and to be an instrument of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
Encouraged by your prayers and        
example, help me to live fully my    
sacred dignity with the hope of         
experiencing my sacred destiny: eternal 
life with God.  Receive also this         
particular need or concern that I now 
lift up in prayer (mention your particular 
need). 
 
O God, for the salvation of all, you 
desired that St. Francis de Sales—
preacher, missionary, confessor, bish-
op and founder—should befriend 
many along the road to salvation.  
Mercifully grant that we, infused with 
the humility and gentleness of his char-
ity, guided by his wisdom and sharing 
in his spirit may experience eternal life.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

Pictures:  Chris Heisey of Catholic Witness 
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-Story and photos by Gregg Thompson for iObserve.org ; Reprinted with permission 

SPRINGFIELD (MA) – The fifth annual           
celebration Mass for St. Francis de Sales, the       
patron saint for the deaf, was held at Mary Mother 
of Hope Church in Springfield on Sunday, Jan. 28.  
His feast is celebrated every year on or around Jan. 
24, the day of his burial in Annecy, France, in 
1624.  

 

Most of those who attended the Mass were deaf 
and came from as far away as Connecticut.  Father 
Matthew Alcombright, pastor of Mary Mother of 
Hope and director of the Ministry with the Deaf 
for the Springfield Diocese, presided over the Mass. 
It included sign language interpreters and some 
hearing family members and friends of those in  
attendance.                                                      .  

“We are responsible to preach the Gospel to all 
people,” said Father Alcombright. “Francis showed 
us that in his relations  hip with a deaf boy, Martin.  

“We’ve been hosting the deaf ministry here for 
about six years,” he continued. “We have             
interpreted services every week, but also the sign 

language Mass on the third Sunday.”  

“St. Francis de Sales is known as a bishop who was 
a great communicator,” said Springfield Bishop 
Mitchell T. Rozanski, who concelebrated the 
Mass. “He’s such an inspiration to everyone,         
particularly the deaf community. I hope everyone 
feels at home in the church, particularly the deaf 
community, because they bring so many gifts,    
talents and abilities to our community. To have 
priests who celebrate the Mass in sign language is a 
wonderful way of saying ‘You are welcome in our 
church.’” 

“I hope that the Mass that we were just involved in 
helps the word to spread throughout the deaf    
community,” parishioner Patty Peters-O’Neill said 
through an interpreter. “I’m hoping that through 
the deaf people who attended, that were inspired by 
it, that they will talk to other deaf people outside 
this community and spread the word about Mary 
Mother of Hope Church.  

 

“It’s really a wonderful service here on Sunday,” 
said Peters-O’Neill. “So I encourage other deaf 
people to come join us here on Sundays at 10 
o’clock in the morning.” 

At least 100 people attended the Mass, which was 
followed by refreshments and socializing in the  
parish hall. 

A video version of this story will be featured in an upcoming edition of 
the Springfield Diocese’s weekly newsmagazine, “Real to Reel,” which 
airs Saturday evenings at 7 on WWLP-22NEWS. 

Annual Celebration of  Ministry with the Deaf  
Held at Mary Mother of  Hope 
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 Annual Celebration of  Ministry with the Deaf   

St. Pacificus of San Severino, 

-Pray for us 

St. Jaime Hilario Barbal, 

-Pray for us 

Blessed Angela Truszkowska, 

-Pray for us 

Venerable Benedetta Bianchi Porro, 

-Pray for us 

Blessed Alexandre Planas Sauri, 

-Pray for us 

St. Francis de Sales, 

-Pray for us 

Mary, Our Mother, 

-Pray for us 

St. Rene Goupil, 

-Pray for us 

Mary, Most Holy, 

-Pray for us 
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-Mel Chua  

A Week Beyond Compare: 
Religious American Sign Language (RASL) 

 

ROCKFORD (IL) — Religious American Sign       
Language (RASL) is a place where the Body of Christ is 
made manifest. I'm Catholic, a huge geek (I'm a PhD 
candidate in engineering), and a deaf young adult, and 
it's rare to find spaces where I can be all three at the 
same time -- but at RASL, I was among others where 
this was... wonderfully okay.                       .                                            
 
All three things -- deafness/ASL, geekiness, and       
Catholicism -- have historically been confined to            
separate worlds for me. I grew up oral/hard-of-hearing, 
and only learned I could be deaf and geeky once I  
started meeting other Deaf academics and researchers 
and working with some really good interpreters in grad 
school... but these were in secular spaces, where            
discussions of faith were not conventionally welcome. 
In Boston, I learned I could be deaf and Catholic, and 
go to Mass in ASL... but hungered for more spiritual 
discussions than the travel logistics of our local faith 
community allowed. In grad school, I learned I could 
be Catholic and geeky, and I found other young adults 
who wanted to debate theology... but only in spoken 
English, which I could only speechread with my CI 
(cochlear implant) for so long.                     .  
 
Walking into RASL was like walking into an oasis 
where all three things were finally simultaneously        
possible. I was surrounded by signing Catholic geeks! 
We spent the week exploring questions I had never 
tackled in community before: What were the             
theologically appropriate sign variants for the Mass  
response phrase "it is right and just"? Where in this  
atlas could we find the locations of various Biblical  
cities, so that tomorrow's lector could accurately -- and 
spatially -- portray the geography of Jacob's journey 
from Beersheba to Haran? How many ways can one 
unpack Pauline theology, and where along the "literal 
translation" spectrum might his imagery be conveyed? 
(Oh, Paul. If I make it into heaven at some point, you 
and I are going to have a talk about this thing called 
"copyediting.") It was a week of theological geekiness... 
entirely voice-off, in ASL.                                             .                                                    
 
Crucially, the Eucharist was at the center of all we did, 
as it should be the source and summit of all that we as 

Catholics do. We began each morning in front of the 
tabernacle in prayer. Daily Mass anchored the end of 
each day, and I could see the liturgical prayers 
(celebrated by a rotating cast of signing priests) and the 
readings (done by RASL participants) shifting and     
layering more deeply in response to our dialogues from 
the day. Jesus swept through our laughter, our debates 
and our late-night discussions, our mealtimes and rest 
times, our walks through the surrounding woods (with 
accompanying mosquito bites), our seemingly endless 
parade of desserts and snacks -- I am a constantly    
hungry grad student, and even I did not think it was 
possible to eat more food.                                            . 
 
The constant presence of Jesus meant that RASL was 
not just an intellectual exercise; it was steeped in      
community and prayer. At the start of the day, there 
was prayer. At the close of the day, there was prayer. 
All throughout the day, pervading our translation     
process -- prayer, prayer, prayer. Our retreat center 
rooms flanked a single hallway centered around a   
chapel that was open 24/7. I found myself slipping in 
and out to visit the tabernacle, even in the middle of 
the night, to say hello to Jesus and to geek out with him 
about the spiritual and linguistic puzzles we were     
grappling with that day. We used Lectio Divina to guide 
our translation process; we read, savored, turned our 
attention to how God might be speaking to us in the 
here and now with it... and then, and only then, after 
that time of prayer, did we begin to think about           
translating things into ASL.                                          . 
 
At RASL, I saw Catholicism as a living tradition of 
great depth and richness and challenge, embodied in 
the living faith of those present. It was particularly 
touching for me to see Fr. Roberto Mercado quietly 
and persistently working through the week. Fr. Roberto 
is the new (hearing) priest assigned to Deaf ministry in 
Chicago, and he had only been signing for a few 
months when he arrived at RASL. New languages are 
hard; I saw the exhaustion in his face, his body, his 
blinks of struggling to understand, the way he had to 
step out to take breathers from the constant processing 
of communication... and I suddenly saw Christ among 
us, entering into these parts of our experience, living as 
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one of us. How many times had his slumped, solitary 
posture been my own, as a mainstreamed deaf kid 
scrambling to speechread what was going on around 
me? How many times have his requests to slow down, 
repeat, etc. been mine -- been ours?                               

 
And yet he is here; they are all here; we are here, and 
we offer each other ourselves, blessed and broken and 
shared. Yes, our translations were sometimes awkward. 
Yes, there was flinching and struggling with one or 
both languages, with the theology, with impatience 
(some of it mine), with tiredness, with each other... life. 
Yes, some people -- myself included -- were afraid to 
step out to the ambo and sign our Scripture                
translations in front of the congregation, to do           
feedback and review afterwards, to be exposed and 
vulnerable in this work we wanted to offer to God. But 
that is what we came for. We are the Church. This is 
our work. We do the hard and messy things together; 
we strengthen each other to do the things that scare us, 
and we grow together towards that perfect love that 
casts out fear.                                   . 
During RASL, I saw Scripture reflected and refracted 
through the diversity of God's creation. It was Christ 

literally embodied in the hands and faces of men and 
women from all over; d/Deaf, hearing, and hard-of-
hearing; parents of deaf children, children of deaf       
parents (CODAs), interpreters; laypeople and clergy, 
young and old, East and West. With help from Joan 
Macy and Sue Gudenkauf, I signed the Canticle of 
Mary (Magnificat) alongside Katherine Rathgeber, both 
of us young women on the cusp of graduation, looking 
with hope and gratitude towards the future just as 
Mary did. Deacon Pat Graybill signed the Canticle of 
Simeon, as a man in his seventies who has been            
working and waiting for many years, praising God in 
the twilight of his life for sending us a Savior just as 
Simeon did. For brief moments, their voices became 
ours; we stepped outside of time into the timeless. This 
is how we manifest the Word of God made flesh with 
and within us; this is how we absorb it, live it, go out 
to proclaim it.                                                    .  
 
I'll be back. I hope you come, too. 
 
For more information,  
http://rockforddiocese.org/deafapostolate/raslweek  

Prayer for Vocations 

God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women to serve in your Son’s 
Kingdom as priests, deacons, religious, and consecrated persons.  Send your Holy 

Spirit to help us respond generously and courageously to your call.  May our         
community of  faith support vocations of  sacrificial love in our youth.  We ask this 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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 Archdiocese Celebrates 15 Recipients  

of  Vatican II Awards 

On Tuesday, November 7, 2017, the Reverend Donald 
Zerkel (Senior Priest) was honored by Archbishop    
Jerome Listecki of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee with 
the Vatican II Award for Service to the Priesthood. The 
Vatican II awards was established in 1991 to honor men, 
women and young adults who exemplify the Catholic 
Church’s vision set forth in the Second Vatican Council. 
 
Criteria for receiving the award are the recipient must 

• Have a healthy sense of personal priestly identity 
and live his vocation joyfully. 

• Show fidelity to the Church’s tradition of       
theology and pastoral service, enthusiastically having 
accepted the teachings of Vatican Council II. 

• Possess the respect of his peers, while having 
had a variety of experiences/assignments in the 
Archdiocese. 

• Give evidence of personal dedication to prayer 
and preaching. 

 
Although technically retired, Fr. Donald Zerkel remains 
amazingly busy within the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. 
Ordained May 25, 1957, he began his priestly ministry 
60 years ago as an assistant priest at St. Andrew Parish, 
Delevan. From there, he has spent time serving       
communities in Hartford, Delevan, Bryon, Racine and 
Milwaukee. 
  

According to Fr. Patrick Wendt, there is much that Fr. 
Don brings to the priesthood. 
  
“He is always ready to help out, and has a very pastoral 
approach to people,” reflected Fr. Pat. “I am amazed at 
how many places he serves – parishes in Newburg and 
Cedar Bay communities. Even as a senior priest, he is 
very generous with his time and ministry.” 
  
As a priest, Fr. Don has been heavily involved with the 
Deaf/Hard of Hearing community as well, as evidenced 
by Fr. Christopher Klusman, who has worked with him 
for many years. 
  
“One of his gifts and talents is that he is good at            
articulating the main points of the readings at Mass and 
the tenets of our Catholic faith to others,” explained Fr. 
Christopher. “He is a very humble priest with a sense of 
humor – we often call him the ‘priest Energizer bunny,’ 
because he goes out of his way to help many people, 
near and far. 
  
“Since the past several years of his so-called ‘retirement,’ 
including now, he continues to help at many parishes as 
an assisting priest, which shows his devotion and his 
great love for the Church,” Fr. Christopher added. “He 
is so deserving to be rightfully acknowledged for the 
Vatican II award.” 

Fr. Donald Zerkel receives the Vatican II Award from 
Archbishop Jerome Listecki for Service to the Priesthood. 

-Hand in Hand, Winter 2017 (Archdiocese of Milwaukee)  
Reprinted with permission 
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PW 2018 in Seattle Seek & You Will Find was a great success!  Pastoral Workers from throughout the United 
States and Canada attended.  Here are some memorable moments from the banquet and the priests celebrating 

Mass with Most Rev. Steven Raica, NCOD’s Episcopal Moderator. 

Pastoral Week 2018 Memories 
Success in Seattle 
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For more information,  

www.ncod.org 

National Catholic Office for the Deaf 
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ICDA Announcements 



12  

 



13  

 Learning Our Faith: 
The Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church 

This edition of Catholicism 101 is pulled from Part Four: Christian Prayer; Section One—Prayer in the Christian Live; 
Chapter One: The Revelation of Prayer 

When did Jesus pray? (2600-2604; 2620) 
The Gospel often shows Jesus at prayer.  We see him draw apart to pray in solitutde, even at night.  He prays be-
fore the decisive moments of his mission or that of his Apostles.  In fact, all his life is a prayer because he is in a 
constant communion of love with the Father. 
 
How did Jesus pray during his Passion? (2605-2606; 2620) 
The prayer of Jesus during his agony  in the garden of Gethsemani and His last words on the cross reveal the 
depths of his filial prayer.  Jesus brings to completion the loving plan of the Father and takes upon himself all the 
anguish of humanity and all petitions and intercessions of the history of salvation.  He presents them to the Fa-
ther who accepts them and answers them beyond all hope by raising his Son from the dead. 
 
How does Jesus teach us to pray? (2608-2614; 2621) 
Jesus teaches us to pray not only with the Our Father but also when he prays.  In this way he teaches us, in addi-
tion to the content, the dispositions necessary for every true prayer: purity of heart that seeks the Kingdom and 
forgives one’s enemies, bold and filial faith that goes beyond what we feel and understand, and watchfulness that 
protects the disciple from temptation. 
 
Why is our prayer efficacious?  (2615-2616) 
Our prayer is efficacious because it is united in faith with the prayer of Jesus.  In him Christian prayer becomes a 
communion of love with the Father.  In this way we can present our petitions to God and be heard: “Ask, and 
you will receive, that your joy may be full” (John 16:24). 
 
How did the Virgin Mary pray? (2617, 2618, 2622, 2674, 2679) 
Mary’s prayer was characterized by faith and by the generous offering of her whole being to God.  The Mother of 
Jesus is also the new Eve, the “Mother of all the living”.  She prays to Jesus for the needs of all people. 
 
Is there a prayer of Mary in the Gospel? (2619) 
Along with the prayer of Mary at Cana in Galilee, the Gospel gives us the Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55) which is the 
song both of the Mother of God and of the Church, the joyous thanksgiving that rises from the hearts of the 
poor because their hope is met by the fulfillment of the divine promises.   
 

Prayer in the Age of the Church 
 
How did the first Christian community in Jerusalem pray? (2623-2624) 
At the beginning of the Acts of the Apostles it is written that in the first community of Jerusalem, educated in the 
life of prayer by the Holy Spirit, the faithful “devoted themselves to the teaching of the Apostles and to the com-
munal life, to the breaking of the bread and to the prayers” (Acts 2:42). 
 
How does the Holy Spirit intervene in the Church’s prayer? ( 2623, 2625) 
The Holy Spirit, the interior Master of Christian prayer, forms the Church in the life of prayer and allows her to 
enter ever more deeply into contemplation of and union with the unfathomable mystery of Christ.  The forms of 
prayer expressed in the apostolic and canonical writings remain normative for Christian prayer. 

Prayer is fully revealed and realized in Jesus. 
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What are the essential forms of Christian prayer? (2643-2644) 
They are blessing and adoration, the prayer of petition and intercession, thanksgiving and praise.  The Eucharist contains 
and expresses all forms of prayer. 

 
What is “blessing”? (2626-2627; 2645) 
The prayer of blessing is man’s response to God’s gift: we bless the Almighty who first blesses us and fills us with 
his gifts. 
 
How can adoration be defined? (2628) 
Adoration is the humble acknowledgement by human beings that they are creatures of the thrice-holy Creator. 
 
What are the different forms of the prayer of petition? (2629-2633; 2646) 
It can be a petition for pardon or also a humble and trusting petition for all our needs either spiritual or material.  
The first thing to ask for, however, is the coming of the Kingdom. 
 
In what does the prayer of intercession consist? (2634-2636; 2647) 
Intercession consists in asking on behalf of another.  It conforms us and unites us to the prayer of Jesus who in-
tercedes with the Father for all, especially sinners.  Intercession must extend even to one’s enemies. 
 
When is thanksgiving given to God? (2637-2638; 2648) 
The Church gives thanks to God unceasingly, above all in celebrating the Eucharist in which Christ allows her to 
participate in his own thanksgiving to the Father.  For the Christian every event becomes a reason for giving 
thanks. 
 
What is the prayer of praise? (2639-2643; 2649) 
Praise is that form of prayer which recognizes most immediately that God is God.  It is a completely disinterested 
prayer: it sings God’s praise for his own sake and gives him glory simply because he is. 
 

 
An Excerpt From: 

Message of His Holiness Pope Francis for Lent 2018 
 
Perhaps we see, deep within ourselves and all about us, the signs I have just described.  But the Church, our 
Mother and Teacher, along with the often bitter medicine of the truth, offers us in the Lenten season the sooth-
ing remedy of prayer, almsgiving, and fasting. 
 
By devoting more time to prayer, we enable our hearts to root out our secret lies and forms of self-deception, 
and then to find the consolation God offers.  He is our Father and he wants us to live life well. 
 
Almsgiving sets us free from greed and helps us to regard our neighbor as a brother or sister.  What I possess is 
never mine alone.  How I would like almsgiving to become a genuine style of life for each of us!  How I 
would like us, as Christians, to follow the example of the Apostles and see in the sharing of our possessions a 
tangible witness of the communion that is ours in the Church!  For this reason, I echo Saint Paul’s exhortation 
to the Corinthians to take up a collection for the community of Jerusalem as something from which they them-
selves would benefit (cf. 2 Cor 8:10).  This is all the more fitting during the Lenten season, when many groups 
take up collections to assist Churches and peoples in need.  Yet I would also hope that, even in our daily en-
counters with those who beg for our assistance, we would see such requests as coming from God himself.  
When we give alms, we share in God’s providential care for  each of his children.  If through me God helps 
someone today, will he not tomorrow provide for my own needs?  For no one is more generous than God. 
 
Fasting weakens our tendency to violence; it disarms us and becomes an important opportunity for growth.  
On the one hand, it allows us to experience what the destitute and the starving have to endure.  On the other 
hand, it expresses our own spiritual hunger and thirst for life in God.  Fasting wakes us up.  It makes us more 
attentive to God and our neighbor.  It revives our desire to obey God, who alone is capable of satisfying our 
hunger.   
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WHAT IS NCOD? 

The National Catholic Office for the Deaf is a non-profit membership organization dedicated to Pastoral Ministry with 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing persons. 

NCOD serves 5.7 million Deaf and Hard of Hearing Catholics through its pastoral ministry and through its special  
advocacy to bishops, pastors and families with Deaf children. 

WHAT IS A MINISTRY FOR PERSONS WHO ARE DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING? 

A Pastoral Ministry offers Deaf Catholics services and support that fosters spiritual development in their own language. 
A Pastoral Ministry offers Hard of Hearing Catholics access to the Church’s pastoral care. 

NCOD is a Unique Center for this Unique Ministry 

WHAT DOES NCOD OFFER? 

• Shared opportunities for Religious Education, retreats and renewal programs, among other Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing Catholics. 

• Specially adapted resource materials in Sign language or open/closed captioning that make a Catholic Spiritual 
life accessible to Catholic children and adults. 

• Ongoing professional training for Pastoral Workers. VISION , a magazine that links the community of Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing and those who serve them. 

• Assistance to Catholic parents with Deaf children, especially those who can not access religious education and 
services for their children. 

• Training and opportunities for Catholic Deaf persons to meet the religious and spiritual needs of other Catholic 
Deaf persons. 

• Workshops for professionals who wish to serve the spiritual needs of persons who are Catholic and Deaf. 

• Annual conferences where pastoral workers and Deaf Catholics can share their experience, support each other, 
and enrich their understanding and information about Deaf ministry. 

HOW IS NCOD UNIQUE? 

In the last several years, Deaf people themselves have increasingly assumed leadership roles and responsibility for their 
own destiny. This grassroots movement among Deaf persons has had a profound effect on the institutions that serve 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing persons. 

NCOD takes pride in providing continuing opportunities 
for 

deaf and hard of hearing persons 
to 

become spiritual leaders 
in 

the Catholic deaf community 
Never before has there been more hope for Deaf people to achieve their potential as self-respecting adults. NCOD is 
grateful for its special unique role, enabling Catholic persons who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing to have rich, full and 
rewarding spiritual lives. 

National Catholic Office for the Deaf 
Our History 
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7202 Buchanan Street 
Landover Hills, MD  20784 
info@ncod.org 
www.ncod.org  
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

NCOD Mission Statement:   

“Spread God’s message through the support of  deaf  and hard of  hearing pastoral ministry  
so that we may all be one in Christ” 

National Catholic Office for the Deaf 
Membership Form 

 □ New Member              □ Renewal            □  Vision only 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

Title:  __________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _______________________________________________________ 

City:  __________________________________________________________ 

State:  _______________________________  Zip Code:_________________ 

Country________________________________________________________ 

Diocese:  _______________________________________________________ 

      □ Deaf/Hard of Hearing        □ Deaf-Blind     □ Hearing 

Phone (W):  __________________________________  TTY  Voice  Both  VP 

Phone (H):  __________________________________   TTY  Voice  Both  VP 

FAX:  _________________________________________________________ 

Email:  ________________________________________________________ 

Name of Designated Voter _________________________________________  

 (for Family and Executive Members only) 

Vision Subscription Only 

(USA Rate) 

One Year 

□  $20 US 

□  $30 International  

Two Year 

□  $35 US 

□     $55 International 

□ please send paper copies of 
 web  issues 

Annual Membership Fees  

(USA Rate) 

□  Individual    $70 

□  Family       $100  

□  Student       $10 

□  Pastoral      $70 

□     Executive  $250  (Diocese, 
 Agencies, & Organizations) 

□     Donation:  ______________    
 (Tax Deductible) 

Mail Application to:  National Catholic Office for the Deaf 

   7202 Buchanan Street 

   Landover Hills, MD 20784 

ONLINE:  www.ncod.org/membership-form     OR 

http://www.ncod.org/membership-form

