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Actress calls her deafness ‘a gift’;
remembers Catholic school as
‘family’
~Michelle Martin, Catholic News Service
https://cnstopstories.com/2019/03/12/actress-calls-her-deafness-a-gift-remembers-catholic-school-asfamily/#noredirect

CHICAGO (CNS) — When Lauren
Teruel Ridloff stepped through the
door at Children of Peace School, she
said she felt like nothing had changed.
“It was a little overwhelming,” said
Ridloff, 40, who was last in the school
— then known as Holy Trinity School
for the Deaf — when she graduated
from eighth grade in 1991.
Now Ridloff is perhaps best known
for playing Connie on “The Walking
Dead,” a post-apocalyptic horror
show that airs on AMC, and for her
Tony-nominated performance in the
2018 Broadway revival of “Children of
a Lesser God.”
Father Joseph Mulcrone, director
emeritus of the Archdiocese of

Chicago’s Catholic Office of the Deaf,
said that Ridloff, in some ways, had
not changed either.
“She always had that smile,” said
Father Mulcrone, who was at the
school with retired principal Phyllis
Winter to greet Ridloff when she
returned to her elementary school Feb.
22 to speak to students.
Ridloff was born in Chicago, the
second child of hearing parents, and
was 2 years old before she was diagnosed as being deaf. A year later, she
started preschool at Holy Trinity
School for the Deaf.
“This school is family,” she said,
before stepping into the gym where
she once participated in classes and

A Pastoral Service for Persons who are Deaf or
Hard of Hearing
Continued—page 3

Upon arriving the Hilton Downtown Fort Worth for NCOD Pastoral
Week 2019, there was a business card on the counter with former President Kennedy’s quote on it saying, “Leadership and learning indispensable to each other.”
What a perfect quote to describe our NCOD Pastoral Week conferences! Indeed,
the Pastoral Week 2019 in Fort Worth was full of grace! The theme of PW
2019 was “Follow His Star!”, which was fitting not only for Texas, but for us,
Pastoral Workers of the Deaf who have faced surmountable challenges in our home
dioceses. We have learned so much from important topics such as where to find the
Deaf hiding in our dioceses, understanding how to navigate through the diocesan
structure and making our ministry visible to them; learning more about services for
Deaf-Blind Catholics, the initiatives of the Deaf Catholic Youth for the Americas,
and the complexity of immigration; developing a theological framework about why
the Deaf has a right to receive the Sacraments; and empowering other Deaf Catholics to share their faith journey. It is no wonder that we brought back home all
these contexts we learned and can now use to better solidify our Deaf Ministry
work. We all know that learning never stops when we are doing our ministry
work for our Deaf brothers and sisters through Christ. We know that NCOD is
blessed to have all the Pastoral Workers come together every January and share
their accomplishments and ongoing projects from their home dioceses to support each
other.
Yet there is more to learn from reading this VISION magazine! It is
great to learn about a Deaf actress from “The Walking Dead” showing appreciation for her Catholic school she attended, how Sr. Judith Desmarais – the Pastoral
Worker of the Year recipient made such an impact in her ministry with the Deaf,
and how a Deaf Catholic has practiced corporal works of mercy! Please know we’d
love to have stories from your home dioceses and you can send them to our VISION editor via email address listed below.
From the bottom of our hearts, we want to thank you all for coming down
to Fort Worth, Texas and share your Deaf Ministry experiences with us. We’d
love to see you next January for another Pastoral Week Conference in Kansas
City! Please save the dates: January 9–13, 2019!
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Christmas shows. “I grew up here.”

students at Children of Peace, she told them about her
role on “The Walking Dead,” but told them that their
parents shouldn’t let them watch it. Later, speaking to
an audience of mostly high school students from
various programs for deaf and hard-of-hearing students
in the Chicago area, she asked how many watched the
show. Most hands went up.

Ridloff uses American Sign Language to communicate;
Chicago-based interpreter Candice Hart-Hathaway
voiced her words for
Children of Peace’s hearing
students, staff and guests.
When she was in school, the teachers welcomed her
and her family, she said, visiting them at home and
helping her family learn to communicate with her as
she learned to communicate herself. They encouraged
her love of reading, and to make the leap to attend a
boarding school for deaf high school students on the
campus of Gallaudet University in Washington, before
heading to California State University-Northridge to
study creative writing.
She taught kindergarten in New York for 10 years,
working in a school for deaf and hard-of-hearing
children and hearing children of deaf parents, and then
became a stay-at-home mother. Her husband, Douglas
Ridloff, and her two sons, now 5 and 7, are also deaf.
Along the way, she was crowned Miss Deaf America in
2000.

Anthony Zuniga, a fifth-grader at Children of Peace Catholic in
Chicago, asks Lauren Teruel Ridloff a question using sign language
Feb. 22, 2019. The actress, who is deaf, is a Tony Award nominee
and currently a star of “The Walking Dead” series on AMC. She
graduated in 1991 from the school, which was then called Holy
Trinity School for the Deaf. (CNS photo/Karen Callaway, Chicago Catholic)

It was while she was home with her boys that she
began to consider acting more seriously. She had a
small part in the 2017 movie “Wonderstruck,” but her
break came when “Children of a Lesser God” director
Kenny Leon hired her as a sign-language tutor. Since he
had not cast the female lead — a plum role for a deaf
actress — he asked her to participate in a table reading.
Just like that, she got
the part.

She’s glad, she said, that there are two deaf characters
on the show, because they can show different ways of
being deaf. While Ridloff used hearing aids and had
speech therapy as a child, she no longer speaks aloud
conversationally.
“That’s my deafness,” she told the high school
students. “Your deafness is different. Everyone’s
deafness is different. But I do feel a responsibility to
represent deaf people.”

While the play got
mixed reviews and
had a short run,
Ridloff won raves.

Actress Lauren Teruel Ridloff, a Tony Award
nominee and currently a star of “The Walking
Dead” series on AMC, visits her elementary
school alma mater in Chicago Feb. 22, 2019.
The deaf actress graduated in 1991 from Holy
Trinity School for the Deaf, now called Children
of Peace School. (CNS photo/Karen Callaway,
Chicago Catholic)

But, she said, her deafness is not something sad to her.
“My deafness is a gift,” she said. Ridloff told both
audiences that she was going to share a secret with
them. “I’m very bashful,” she said. “Painfully shy.”

“I feel I discovered
my passion doing
this,” Ridloff told the
Chicago Catholic,
newspaper of the
Archdiocese
of
Chicago. “I feel so
proud. I didn’t see
this coming.”

That makes acting a challenge, but one she has learned
to accept and conquer. She encouraged the students to
follow that example.
“Even if we’re feeling scared about something, we
don’t let that stop us,” Ridloff said. “If someone asks
us to do something new, we should do it. And if we
make a mistake … mistakes are good. When you mess
up, you learn something.”

Speaking to the
elementary school
3

Meet Another New
NCOD Board Member
In the Winter, 2018 Vision, we introduced you to Richard Johnson (Region V—Northeast) and Joan Macy
(Region III—Midwest). This edition, we would like to introduce you to Robert Stephen Eubanks who
represents Region VI—Southeast Atlantic
My name is Robert Stephen Eubanks. I was born deaf in East Point, Georgia. I graduated
from Rochester Institute of Technology and received a Bachelor of Fine Arts Industrial
Design in May 2011. I am currently working at Trinity Air, Inc. as a Replacement Coordinator Assistant in Peachtree City, Georgia.
I was raised in a Roman Catholic family. I was baptized at the Catholic Chapel on Fort
McPherson, Georgia. I received the sacraments of First Communion, First Reconciliation
and Confirmation at St Philip Benizi in Jonesboro, Georgia. My favorite saint is Saint
Stephen. I admire his courage and strength of his faith with Jesus. Saint Stephen said,
"Look, I can see heaven thrown open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of
God."
I currently attend St. Gabriel Parish in Fayetteville, GA. I enjoy learning in Adult Religious Education. I felt God
calling me to become His knight so I joined the Knights of Columbus in May, 2016. I am currently a 3rd degree
knight. I am the only deaf knight in my council 11458. I love helping and giving back to my community.

I am currently NCOD Board of Director Southeast Atlantic Regional Representative 6 since May 1, 2018. I have
enjoyed my experience with them and I am still learning more each day.

Prayer for Vocations
God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women to
serve in your Son’s Kingdom as priests, deacons, religious, and
consecrated persons. Send your Holy Spirit to help us respond
generously and courageously to your call. May our community of
faith support vocations of sacrificial love in our youth. We ask
this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
4

And the Award Goes to:

Sr. Judith Desmarais, SP
The Reverend David Walsh Person of the Year Award 2019
In appreciation for outstanding service with the Catholic Deaf
and Hard of Hearing Community
~Fr. Rich Luberti, C.Ss.R.,
Judith Desmarais was born in the
Yakima Valley in Washington state. She
grew up on a hop farm in Moxee, Wash.
After high school, in 1962, she entered the
Sisters of Providence at Providence
Heights in Issaquah, Wash. She made first
profession in 1965 and final profession in
1971.

It was not easy to build a consistent
program for the Catholic Deaf in Western
Washington. The Deaf Community was
spread far and wide throughout the
Archdiocese, which extends about 300
miles from north to south. The challenge
was to find a place where the most people
could be served. Originally there was
Sunday Mass for the Deaf Community once
a month in Seattle and Tacoma, held in the
afternoon and followed by a social. Later a
few additional sites offered an interpreted

Sr. Judith’s first assignment was
teaching primary grades, first at Our Lady
of Lourdes School and then at St. Joseph
School, both in Vancouver, Wash. It was at St. Joseph
that she discovered her call to minister with the
Catholic Deaf Community, which prompted her to get
involved in the religious education program for the
students at Washington State School for the Deaf
(WSSD, now WSD).

Mass.
Sr. Judith worked to establish a regular location
for the monthly afternoon Mass. That came about at
St. Patrick’s Church in Seattle, a parish that graciously
welcomed the Deaf Community to use the church and
hall, which continues to this day. Having a designated
location helped build up the Catholic Deaf Community
and the International Catholic Deaf Association
chapter in Seattle, which was active in the late 1970s
and 80s.

This became a passion for Sr. Judith. After nine
years of teaching primary grades in Vancouver, then in
Seattle, she decided to turn her rewarding but
challenging volunteer work at WSD into a full-time
ministry.

Sr. Judith also provided marriage preparations,
interpreted for weddings and funerals, visited
homebound Deaf people, and guided the religious
education programs for Deaf children. These programs
were in Seattle, Tacoma and Vancouver. She recruited
and trained volunteers who ministered in pairs as
teachers. She also provided sign language interpreting
at CYO camp and at the annual CYO youth
convention.

“I had to convince the Archdiocese of Seattle
to hire me,” Sr. Judith said. She was encouraged to go
to school and get a degree in public school teaching for
the Deaf, but she said she preferred a religious setting.
She took classes at Seattle Central Community College
to learn sign language interpreting skills for what would
become her favorite ministry.
At the Archdiocese of Seattle, volunteers had
been involved with the Catholic Deaf Community over
the years teaching children and interpreting some
liturgies, especially after Fr. David Walsh visited
Seattle. But the ministry was not maintained
consistently. Sr. Judith was hired in 1977 through the
Office of Religious Education to work with Deaf
adults and children, and she went on to direct the
ministry for eight years.

After eight years, when Sr. Judith felt the need
to work with others who ministered with Deaf people,
she looked south to the Archdiocese of Portland,
which had a long-standing ministry with the Catholic
Deaf Community. This program also went on to have a
strong focus on developing lay leadership. In 1985, Sr.
Judith moved to Portland and worked with Paul
5

Lipscomb for three years, then with Fr. Dan Adams for
three years.

came about with a call from Fr. Paul Lebeouf who
asked, during her first week there, if she would like to
do this. She was quick to accept the opportunity.

In 1991, after 14 years as director of ministry
with the Catholic Deaf Communities in Seattle and
Portland, Sr. Judith was elected as provincial councilor
and returned to Seattle, the home base of the province.
Coming full circle, she was able to return to St.
Patrick’s as a volunteer interpreter for Sunday Mass.

After her time as general councilor, Sr. Judith
returned to Seattle and was soon elected to the Sisters
of Providence provincial team for Mother Joseph
Province.
During this time, she returned to
interpreting and helping with the Deaf program she
originally established at St. Patrick’s Church. Sr. Judith
also modified an RCIA program for a Deaf-Blind man
who was received into the church, and she continued
to interpret on Sundays.

In July 1997, during the General Chapter for
the Sisters of Providence in Montreal, Sr. Judith was
elected general councilor. Her experience with the Deaf
Community helped her as she learned her next
language, French. Her experience also helped her as
she lived and worked in Montreal in an international
and multi-cultural environment, and traveled throughout the world.

When asked how she became involved in Deaf
Ministry Sr. Judith explained, “I believe it was a call
from God.” In addition, working with deaf girls was an
early ministry of the Sisters of Providence. It was, in
fact, the last work that Blessed Emilie Gamelin, the
foundress of the Sisters of Providence, gave assent to
in February 1851, before she died in September of that
year. The ministry began with a novice who had been
teaching a young deaf girl and a priest who had been
teaching some sign language at the Asile of Providence
(Mother House) in Montreal. The Institution for Deaf
Girls was built in 1864 and continued into the mid1970s.

In her role as general councilor, she set up the
Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation Center at the
offices of the General Administration in Montreal. As
the Sisters of Providence board representative at
UNANIMA International, she became involved in the
issue of human trafficking and has continued this work
in Seattle.
While on the General Council in Montreal she
was closely connected with the Deaf Religious
Community, the Sisters of Our Lady of Seven Dolors.
During her second term she gave a monthly conference
to the Deaf sisters. In addition she interpreted a Mass
once a month for Deaf people who used English. That

For a person who said at her 50th Jubilee, “I’m
a farm girl who never could have imagined this,” it is
time to acknowledge her contribution, support and
dedication to Catholic Deaf Ministry.

Thank you, Fort Worth!
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Save the Date for PW2020
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Catholic’s Deafness No Obstacle
to Practicing a Corporal Work
of Mercy
~Jennifer Neville, Catholic News Service
https://www.catholicnews.com/services/englishnews/2019/catholics-deafness-no-obstacle-to-practicing-a-corporal-work-ofmercy.cfm

HAMPTON, Va. (CNS) — “I can do all things
through Christ who strengthens me.”
Those words from Chapter 4 of St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians are words by which Melanie Paul
lives.
Deaf since she was 12, Paul has had a successful career as a guidance counselor and has helped
countless people through her volunteer work, most
notably her animal-assisted therapy, which has provided emotional and physical support to people in health
care facilities for 19 years.
A native of Pennsylvania, Paul lost her hearing
after being prescribed the antibiotic Streptomycin,
which in rare instances can cause deafness, according
to the Mayo Clinic’s website. She became deaf within
three months of starting the medication.
Despite her disability, Paul, a member of St.
Joseph Parish in Hampton, persevered. Returning to
the Catholic school she had attended since first grade,
she quickly learned to lip read and remained at the
school until eighth grade after which she entered a
public high school.
There, teachers encouraged her to pursue a vocational track rather than an “academic” one. Their
discouragement of her aspiration to go to college didn’t
deter her. In fact, she said, it mustered her will to prove
them wrong.
“I am an optimist when it comes to setting
goals for myself and never back down when things become hard,” Paul told The Catholic Virginian, newspaper of the Diocese of Richmond. “As a matter of fact,
I love challenges.”
She has accomplished an impressive amount.
“I pray a great deal for strength to do what I
set out to do,” Paul said.
She earned her bachelor’s degree in psychology
and sociology at Gallaudet University in Washington
and a master’s degree in educational counseling and
guidance from Western Maryland College. She also has

an educational specialist degree in educational administration and supervision from William and Mary College where, she said, she was the first deaf person to
graduate. Paul worked in education for 30 years, mostly
as a guidance counselor.
A self-taught photographer, she won “Best in
Show” awards at 14 American Daffodil Society national shows for photos of her daffodils.
Believing in the importance of serving others,
especially the call from the corporal works of mercy to
visit the sick, Paul has immersed herself in volunteer
work. She said St. Clare of Assisi’s words, “We become
what we love, and who we love shapes what we become,” motivate her to reach out to the community.
She served on the Hampton Mayor’s Committee for People with Disabilities for 10 years and is presently on the Hampton Animal Control Advisory Committee. For 10 years, she taught new recruits in Hampton’s police department how to interact with and help
persons with hearing impairment. In 2009, she taught
sign language to students at Christopher Newport University in Newport News for one of their plays.
In 2000, she began providing animal-assisted
therapy. Her Shetland sheepdogs — Shiloh, now deceased, Molly, Lothair and Locksley — have been certified through Therapy Dogs International, which requires them to pass a test that evaluates their obedience, socialization and manners, Paul said.
Lothair, who is deaf, brings a bonus; he knows
more than 20 words in sign language.
Paul’s dogs have provided comfort and joy to
individuals in hospitals, nursing homes, and retirement
and rehabilitative facilities. Once a month they help
struggling readers ages 6 to 10 and special education
students through the Paws to Read program that she
created at the Hampton Public Library in 2003.
According to her, children are able to hone
their reading skills by reading to the dogs who are
“nonjudgmental.”
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For many years, Paul
loh for their outstanding volunand her dogs went to schools
teer service in Hampton Roads
and taught students about cain 2007, and Lothair and Molly
nines and “the good manners”
received the Virginia Veterinary
the children should have when
Medical Association’s Animal
interacting with them. They also
Hero Award.
worked with the Hampton
Paul said her faith has carried her
Clean City Commission to teach
through life’s challenges.
children about caring for the
She starts each day by
environment, she said.
praying at breakfast and while
In addition, Lothair and
walking her dogs. She worships
Locksley continue to make
at Sunday Masses by following
weekly visits to inpatients and
along with a missal because she
outpatients at Langley Air Force
cannot hear the songs, prayers or
Base’s hospital and Sentara
homilies. She thanks God for her
CarePlex Hospital in Hampton,
many blessings — among them
Paul said.
her husband, Philip, who has
“I love sharing my
Hailey McConnell is enamored with Lothair at Langley Air retired from the Air Force, her
dogs,” she said. “The reward I
Force Base, adjacent to Hampton and Newport News, Va., friends and her dogs.
receive is seeing the look of joy
“Throughout my life, my
Feb. 13, 2019. The girl was with her mother, Melissa, waitand happiness which my dogs
faith
has
never wavered. We
ing for her brother Caleb’s pediatric appointment. Melanie
give to others.”
must believe that God does have
Paul, right, brings her Shetland Sheepdogs, Lothair and
When the dogs walk ina plan for each of us. We may
Locksley, to the hospital once a week to provide animalto a hospital room or school,
question it, but it is still his
assisted therapy to inpatients and outpatients. (CNS pho“smiles alight on the faces” of
plan,” Paul said. “I have often
to/Jennifer Neville, The Catholic Virginian)
everyone — patients, students,
asked God why I became deaf,
staff and visitors, she said, adding, “They smile and
but if I had not become deaf, I would very possibly
reach out to pet the dogs. It gives them a warm feelhave had a very different life. I hate being deaf, but I
ing.”
made a wonderful life for myself despite that fact.”
Paul and her dogs have been recognized for
–––
their service in animal-assisted therapy. WAVY-TV 10
Neville writes for The Catholic Virginian, newspaper of
and its partner organizations recognized Paul and Shithe Diocese of Richmond.

Our sympathies go out to the family of Joan Marie Kozicki (September 6, 1955 - February
16, 2019), age 63, beloved daughter of Therese A. née Karpinski and the late Casimir J.
Kozicki, Jr.; fond sister of John Kozicki, Hon. Steven (Patricia) Kozicki, Catherine (Richard)
Seagle, Linda (Richard) O’Dwyer and the late Joy Kozicki; cherished aunt of Jessica (Phillip)
Richards, Rene (Kevin Zamp) Kozicki, Michael Kozicki, Matthew Kozicki, Lt. Daniel
Kozicki DO USN, David Kozicki, Megan Kozicki, Amanda Seagle, Elizabeth Seagle, Mary
O’Dwyer, and Margaret O’Dwyer; grand aunt of Patli Richards and Josephine Zamp.
In lieu of flowers donations may be made to:
Saint Francis Borgia Deaf Center, 8033 West Addison Street, Chicago, IL 60634
V. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.
R. And let the perpetual light shine upon them.
And may the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
10
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Learning Our Faith:

The Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church
This edition of Catholicism 101 is pulled from Part One: The Profession of Faith; Section One—”I Believe”-”We
Believe”; Chapter Three: Man’s Response to God

“No one can have God as Father who does not have the Church as Mother.”
~Saint Cyprian
How does man respond to God who reveals himself? (142-143)
Sustained by divine grace, we respond to God with the obedience of faith, which means the full surrender of
ourselves to God and the acceptance of his truth insofar as it is guaranteed by the One who is Truth itself.
Who are the principal witnesses of the obedience of faith in the Sacred Scriptures? (144-149)
There are many such witnesses, two in particular: One is Abraham who when put to the test “believed in God”
(Romans 4:3) and always obeyed his call. For this reason he is called “the father of all who believe” (Romans
4:11). The other is the Virgin Mary who, throughout her entire life, embodied in a perfect way the obedience of
faith: “Let it be done to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38).
What does it mean in practice for a person to believe in God? (150-152, 176-178)
It means to adhere to God himself, entrusting oneself to him and giving assent to all the truths which God has
revealed because God is Truth. It means to believe in one God in three Persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
What are the characteristics of faith? (153-165, 179-180, 183-184)
Faith is the supernatural virtue which is necessary for salvation. It is a free gift of God and is accessible to all who
humbly seek it. The act of faith is a human act, that is, an act of the intellect of a person—prompted by the will
moved by God—who freely assents to divine truth. Faith is also certain because it is founded on the Word of
God; it works “through charity” (Galatians 5:6); and it continually grows through listening to the Word of God and
through prayer. It is, even now, a foretaste of the joys of heaven.
Why is there no contradiction between faith and science? (159)
Though faith is above reason, there can never be a contradiction between faith and science because both originate in God. It is God himself who gives to us the light both of reason and faith.

“I believe, in order to understand; and I understand, the better to believe.”
~Saint Augustine
Why is faith a personal act, and at the same time ecclesial? (166-169, 181)
Faith is a personal act insofar as it is the free response of the human person to God who reveals himself. But at
the same time it is an ecclesial act which expresses itself in the proclamation, “We believe.” It is in fact the
Church that believes: and thus by the grace of the Holy Spirit precedes, engenders and nourishes the faith of
each Christian. For this reason the Church is Mother and Teacher.
Why are the formulas of faith important? (170-171)
The formulas of faith are important because they permit one to express, assimilate, celebrate, and share together
with others the truths of the faith through a common language.
In what way is the faith of the Church one faith alone? (172-175, 182)
The Church, although made up of persons who have diverse languages, cultures, and rites, nonetheless professes
with a united voice the one faith that was received from the one Lord and that was passed on by the one Apostolic Tradition. She confesses one God alone, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and points to one way of salvation.
Therefore we believe with one heart and one soul all that is contained in the Word of God, handed down or
written, and which is proposed by the Church as divinely revealed.
12
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Our Mission
Spread God’s message through the support of the deaf and hard of hearing pastoral ministry
so that we may all be one in Christ!
To promote this mission, the NCOD will:
•

Raise the national consciousness concerning deaf and hard of hearing people’s position within the Catholic
Church

•

Encourage deaf and hard of hearing persons to be active in ministry

•

Provide pastoral training opportunities

•

Share communication, religious education and pastoral training resources

•

Develop and disseminate religious education materials

•

Provide an annual pastoral conference

•

Collaborate with other organizations with a similar Mission

•

Publish a national magazine, VISION

•

Support the national Deaf Cursillo Movement
14

National Catholic Office for the Deaf
Our History
WHAT IS NCOD?
The National Catholic Office for the Deaf is a non-profit membership organization dedicated to Pastoral Ministry with
Deaf and Hard of Hearing persons.
NCOD serves 5.7 million Deaf and Hard of Hearing Catholics through its pastoral ministry and through its special
advocacy to bishops, pastors and families with Deaf children.
WHAT IS A MINISTRY FOR PERSONS WHO ARE DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING?

A Pastoral Ministry offers Deaf Catholics services and support that fosters spiritual development in their own language.
A Pastoral Ministry offers Hard of Hearing Catholics access to the Church’s pastoral care.

NCOD is a Unique Center for this Unique Ministry
WHAT DOES NCOD OFFER?
• Shared opportunities for Religious Education, retreats and renewal programs, among other Deaf and Hard of
Hearing Catholics.
• Specially adapted resource materials in Sign language or open/closed captioning that make a Catholic Spiritual
life accessible to Catholic children and adults.
• Ongoing professional training for Pastoral Workers. VISION , a magazine that links the community of Deaf
and Hard of Hearing and those who serve them.
• Assistance to Catholic parents with Deaf children, especially those who can not access religious education and
services for their children.
• Training and opportunities for Catholic Deaf persons to meet the religious and spiritual needs of other Catholic
Deaf persons.
•

Workshops for professionals who wish to serve the spiritual needs of persons who are Catholic and Deaf.

• Annual conferences where pastoral workers and Deaf Catholics can share their experience, support each other,
and enrich their understanding and information about Deaf ministry.
HOW IS NCOD UNIQUE?

In the last several years, Deaf people themselves have increasingly assumed leadership roles and responsibility for their
own destiny. This grassroots movement among Deaf persons has had a profound effect on the institutions that serve
Deaf and Hard of Hearing persons.

NCOD takes pride in providing continuing opportunities
for
deaf and hard of hearing persons
to
become spiritual leaders
in
the Catholic deaf community

Never before has there been more hope for Deaf people to achieve their potential as self-respecting adults. NCOD is
grateful for its special unique role, enabling Catholic persons who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing to have rich, full and
rewarding spiritual lives.
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7202 Buchanan Street
Landover Hills, MD 20784
info@ncod.org
www.ncod.org
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

NCOD Mission Statement:
“Spread God’s message through the support of deaf and hard of hearing pastoral ministry
so that we may all be one in Christ”

National Catholic Office for the Deaf
Membership Form
□ New Member

□ Renewal

Annual Membership Fees

□ Vision only

Name: _________________________________________________________

(USA Rate)

Title: __________________________________________________________

□ Individual

Address: _______________________________________________________

□ Family

$100

City: __________________________________________________________

□ Student

$10

State: _______________________________ Zip Code:_________________

□ Pastoral

$70

Country________________________________________________________

□

Executive $250 (Diocese,
Agencies, & Organizations)

□

Donation: ______________
(Tax Deductible)

Diocese: _______________________________________________________
□ Deaf/Hard of Hearing

□ Deaf-Blind

□ Hearing

Phone (W): __________________________________ TTY Voice Both VP

$70

Phone (H): __________________________________ TTY Voice Both VP
FAX: _________________________________________________________

Vision Subscription Only

Email: ________________________________________________________
Name of Designated Voter _________________________________________
(for Family and Executive Members only)

ONLINE: www.ncod.org/membership-form

OR

Mail Application to: National Catholic Office for the Deaf

(USA Rate)
One Year
□ $20 US
□ $30 International
Two Year

7202 Buchanan Street

□ $35 US

Landover Hills, MD 20784

□

$55 International

□ please send paper copies of
web issues
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