The National Catholic Office for the Deaf

Summer 2018
Page 2
Message from NCOD
Page 3
USCCB Updates:
Religious Liberty Issues
Page 4
CNS Movie Review:
A Quiet Place
Page 5
Welcoming Others to the
Church: RCIA
Page 7
Fr. Dennis Blaney
Celebrates 60th
Anniversary
Page 7
Praying the Rosary with
Region 2: South
Page 8
Pastoral Week 2019:
Fort Worth, TX
Page 9
Learning Our Faith
Page 11
Thrive: Young Adult
Weekend
Volume 37/Number 2

Religious Liberty Updates from
United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
-www.usccb.org

U.S. Bishops’ Chairmen Applaud Kansas and
Oklahoma for Enacting Laws that Keep Kids First in
Foster Care and Adoption Services
WASHINGTON—By enacting laws
protecting the conscience rights of
adoption and foster care providers,
"Kansas and Oklahoma are keeping
kids first," said Bishop Frank J.
Dewane of Venice, Chairman of the
United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops' (USCCB) Committee on
Domestic Justice and Human
Development, Archbishop Joseph E.
Kurtz of Louisville, Chairman of the
USCCB Committee for Religious
Liberty, and Bishop James D. Conley
of Lincoln, Chairman of the USCCB
Subcommittee for the Promotion and
Defense of Marriage.
The governors of Kansas and

Oklahoma on May 18 and May 11,
respectively, signed legislation
ensuring that faith-based adoption and
foster care providers can provide these
services in accordance with their
deeply held religious beliefs or moral
convictions.
The three USCCB chairmen stated the
following:
"Kansas and Oklahoma are keeping
kids first by allowing all capable
adoption and foster care providers to
serve children in need. The opioid
crisis has caused a large increase in the
number of children entering the foster
care system. We need more, not fewer,

A Pastoral Service for Persons who are Deaf or
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NCOD
Board of Directors
Summer has arrived! Many are celebrating graduations for themselves or a loved
one this time of year. These are important milestones on our journey of life. They
mark the beginning of a new chapter; prepare us for new experiences in the world.
Our faith is a journey of deepening our relationship with Christ in order to follow
Him more closely. To do this, we must continue to learn what the Church teaches
and how that is applied in the world. Advocating for religious liberty is an issue
we face often. Our faith is not a private affair restricted to our Sunday worship.
Rather, it is how we encounter and interact with the world on a daily basis. Our
faith should be integral in all of our decisions and reflected in our actions. The
Unites States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) has issued several
statements on various topics pertaining to religious liberty. We have selected a few
to highlight in the edition of the Vision (pages 1 and 3) but you can read more on
their website: www.usccb.org. It is a great resource to utilize in your ministry work.

Episcopal Moderator
Most Rev. Steven J. Raica
Diocese of Gaylord, Michigan

Recently we celebrated many people joining the Catholic Church at the Easter vigil.
Have you ever wondered what the process is for someone to join the Church? You
can learn about the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults beginning on page 5.
At the end of each Mass the priest sends us forth echoing the Great Commission
for us to spread the Gospel message. It can be intimidating to bring up the topic of
religion sometimes but we are all called to share Christ’s message with others and
invite them to develop their own relationship with Jesus. Could you imagine if
everyone invited one person to that relationship with our loving God? The ripple
effect that would have in our Deaf community...our parishes...our dioceses...our
states...our nation...our world! It can start with you asking someone if they know
Jesus; inquire if you can pray with them as they experience a hardship; model hope
when we go through our own struggles; and hold them (and ourselves) to standards
of Christian morality, accountability, and love. As we celebrate Pentecost, let us
pray the Holy Spirit will bless us with His gifts of wisdom, understanding, counsel,
fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord. These will equip us well for our
journey in faith as well as how to guide others we meet along the way.
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agencies to serve children who need loving homes."

At the federal level, the USCCB supports the Child
Welfare Provider Inclusion Act of 2017 (H.R. 1881 / S.
811), which protects child welfare providers from being
discriminated against by federal or state government
entities due to the providers' religious beliefs or moral
convictions.

At least nine states have now passed similar laws,
including Virginia, Michigan, North Dakota, South
Dakota, Alabama, Mississippi, Texas, and now Kansas
and Oklahoma. These laws do not exclude any
providers or prohibit anyone from adopting but merely
ensure the inclusion of faith-based providers.

Cardinal Dolan Says Separating Abortion from Title X Family Planning
Program is “Greatly Needed” and “Deeply Appreciated”
Cardinal Timothy Dolan, chair of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops' (USCCB) Committee on Pro-Life
Activities, made the following statement in response to
the news that the Trump Administration intends to
separate abortion from the Title X family planning
program:

child has been created. We will provide more detailed
comments during the anticipated comment period and
urge other Americans who want to draw that bright line
between abortion and family planning to do the same."
Title X is a family planning program, designed to
provide low-income women with pre-pregnancy
services. In its original design, and reflected in current
law, there is a specific prohibition on abortion-related
activities. However, in the years since the program's
creation in 1970, it has been interpreted to require
grantees to refer for abortion, thus both overtly
excluding health centers who object to such referrals
from applying for Title X grants and also ensuring a
direct link between family planning services and the
promotion of abortion. This link is exemplified by the
alarming number of Title X recipients that also provide
and promote abortion.

"The news that the Trump Administration will be
issuing new regulations to separate abortion from the
federal Title X family planning program is greatly
needed and deeply appreciated. Abortion always takes
the life of a child and often harms the mother, her
surviving children, and other family and friends as well.
Most Americans recognize that abortion is distinct
from family planning and has no place in a taxpayerfunded family planning program. For too long, Title X
has been used to subsidize the abortion industry. We
need to draw a bright line between what happens
before a pregnancy begins and what happens after a

USCCB Religious Liberty Chairman Announces Religious Freedom Week
June 22-29, 2018
Catholics across the United States are encouraged to
pray and act in support of religious liberty at home and
abroad during Serving Others in God's Love:
Religious Freedom Week 2018, which begins on June
22, the Feast of Sts. Thomas More and John Fisher,
and ends on June 29, the Solemnity of Sts. Peter and
Paul.

education, adoption and foster care, health care, and
migration and refugee services. We encourage people
of faith to reflect on the importance of religious
freedom so that we might have the space to carry out
our mission of service and mercy, and we invite
everyone to pray for our brothers and sisters who face
intense persecution in other parts of the world."

The chairman of the USCCB's Committee for Religious
Liberty, Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville,
states: "Religious freedom allows the space for people
of faith to serve others in God's love in ministries like

Resources for Religious Freedom Week and other
religious liberty resources can be found
at www.usccb.org/ReligiousFreedomWeek and www.us
ccb.org/freedom.

[Religious] freedom remains one of America's most precious possessions. And, as my brothers, the United States Bishops, have
reminded us, all are called to be vigilant, precisely as good citizens, to preserve and defend that freedom from everything that would
threaten or compromise it.
~ Pope Francis
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Catholic News Service Movie Review:
A Quiet Place
-Kurt Jensen, Reprinted with permission, http://www.catholicnews.com/services/englishnews/2018/a-quiet-place.cfm

NEW YORK (CNS) – The compact, stylish horror
film "A Quiet Place" (Paramount) might be a parable
about resisting tyranny.

Son Marcus (Noah Jupe) must learn to fight back his
fears and believe in his father's ability to fix all
problems. And Regan, who uses her father's nevereffective hearing aids, blames herself for her younger
sibling's death.

Taken strictly on its surface, it's a story about how
strong, trusting family ties can overcome any obstacle
-- especially if the members of the clan in question are
as technically adept as TV's MacGyver.
The movie presents an apocalyptic world overrun by
invading aliens that look like a slimy combination of
toothy dinosaurs and insects -- and that growl like
lions. They can be killed by gunfire, sure, but they're
very fast on their feet, too, and have incredibly acute
hearing.

Marcus and Regan escape from all manner of close
calls, and both parents show themselves capable of
intense physical and emotional sacrifice, the price of
keeping the family intact.
Aliens with super-hearing and a girl with no hearing
make for an unusual showdown. But "A Quiet Place"
presumes its audience's intelligence and avoids
distasteful cliches.

This means that the only way for humans to avoid
them and stay alive is to be very, very quiet. No
speaking (the film has only 90 lines of spoken
dialogue, mostly whispered) and no sound loud
enough for the critters to detect. When they do hear a
human, they swoop right in for a quick slashing kill.

The film contains gun and physical violence with
fleeting gore, the death of a youngster and a scene
of childbirth. The Catholic News Service
classification is A-III -- adults. The Motion Picture
Association of America rating is PG-13 -- parents
strongly cautioned. Some material may be
inappropriate for children under 13.

The story focuses on one rural family, the Abbotts,
who have adapted to live in the manner of survivalists
and scroungers on their small farm, with an
abandoned village store nearby where they pick up
occasional supplies and -- key to this plot -- batteries.
Technology is always their friend, and since daughter
Regan (Millicent Simmonds) is deaf, they all use sign
language.

For more movie reviews, visit
http://www.catholicnews.com/movies.cfm

John Krasinski, who also directed and co-wrote the
screenplay with Bryan Woods and Scott Beck, plays
Lee, Regan's father. Together with wife Evelyn (Emily
Blunt), Lee has managed to preserve his family. At
least, that is, until the youngest of his three children is
killed by an alien because of a beeping toy. Besides
grieving this loss, the Abbotts also have to deal with
Evelyn's pregnancy.
CNS Photo / Paramount

How might a woman give birth silently in a bathtub
with an alien in the house, and how might a newborn
infant be kept quiet in a non-abusive way? The movie
illustrates both.

Emily Blunt and Millicent Simmonds star in a scene from the movie
"A Quite Place."

Copyright (c) 2018 Catholic News Service.
Reprinted with permission from CNS.
www.CatholicNews.com
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Welcoming Others to the Church:
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
-www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/who-we-teach/rite-of-christian-initiation-of-adults/index.cfm

Each year on Holy Saturday during the Easter Vigil, thousands
are baptized into the Catholic Church in the United States.
Parishes welcome these new Catholics through the Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). Listed below are
some questions and answers about RCIA.

of all the Catechumens seeking
baptism at the coming Easter
Vigil. Typically, on the first
Sunday of Lent, the
Catechumens, their sponsors
and families gather at the
c a the dra l c hurc h. The
Catechumens publicly express their desire for baptism
to the diocesan bishop. Their names are recorded in a
book and they are called the Elect.

What are the steps of RCIA?
Prior to beginning the RCIA process, an individual
comes to some knowledge of Jesus Christ, considers his
or her relationship with Jesus Christ and is usually
attracted in some way to the Catholic Church. This
period is known as the Period of Evangelization and
Precatechumenate. For some, this process involves a
long period of searching; for others, a shorter time.
Often, contact with people of faith and a personal faith
experience lead people to inquire about the Catholic
Church. After a conversation with a priest, or RCIA
director, the person, known as an "inquirer," may seek
acceptance into the Order of Catechumens, through
the Rite of Acceptance. During this Rite, the inquirer
stands amidst the parish community and states that he
or she wants to become a baptized member of the
Catholic Church. The parish assembly affirms this
desire and the inquirer becomes a Catechumen.

The days of Lent are the final Period of Purification
and Enlightenment leading up to the Easter Vigil. Lent
is a period of preparation marked by prayer, study, and
spiritual direction for the Elect, and prayers for them by
the parish communities. The Celebration of the
Sacraments of Initiation takes place during the Easter
Vigil Liturgy on Holy Saturday when the Elect receives
the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Holy
Eucharist. Now the person is fully initiated into the
Catholic Church.
As a newly initiated Catholic, they continue their
formation and education continue in the Period of the
Post Baptismal Catechesis, which is also called
Mystagogy. This period continues at least until
Pentecost. During the period the newly baptized
members reflect on their experiences at the Easter Vigil
and continue to learn more about the Scriptures, the
Sacraments, and the teachings of the Catholic Church.
In addition they reflect on how they will serve Christ
and help in the Church's mission and outreach
activities.

The Period of the Catechumenate can last for as long as
several years or for a shorter
time. It depends on how the
person is growing in faith,
what questions they encounter
along the way, and how God
leads them on this journey. During this time, the
Catechumens consider what God is saying to them in
the Scriptures, what changes in their life they need to
make to respond to God's inspiration, and
what Baptism in the Catholic Church means. When a
Catechumen and the priest and the parish team
working with him or her believes the person is ready to
make a faith commitment to Jesus in the Catholic
Church, the next step is the request for baptism and the
celebration of the Rite of Election. Even before the
Catechumens are baptized, they have a special
relationship to the Church.

What is meant by coming
into full communion with
the Church?
Coming into full communion
with the Catholic Church
describes the process for entrance into the Catholic
Church for already baptized Christians. In most cases,
these individuals make a profession of faith but are not
baptized again. To prepare for this reception, the
people, who are called Candidates, usually participate in

The Rite of Election includes the enrollment of names
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a formation program to help them understand and
experience the teachings and practices of the Catholic
Church. Although some preparation may be with
Catechumens preparing for baptism, the preparation
for Candidates is different since they have already been
baptized and committed to Jesus Christ, and many have
also been active members of other Christian
communities. The Candidates may be received into the
Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil or at another
Sunday during the year depending on pastoral
circumstances and readiness of the Candidate.

newness of life.

What does the candle
symbolize?
A small candle is lit from the
Easter candle and given to the
newly baptized as a reminder
to them always to walk as children of the Light and to
be the light of Christ to the world.
What does the Sacred Chrism symbolize?
The Sacred Chrism, or oil, is a sign of the gift of the
Holy Spirit being given to the newly baptized. It is also
a sign of the close link between the mission of Jesus
and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, who comes to
the recipient with the Father in Baptism.

What is the Easter Vigil on
Holy Saturday like?
The Easter Vigil takes place on
Holy Saturday, the evening
before Easter Sunday. This is
the night that "shall be as
bright as day" as proclaimed by the Exsultet, an ancient
church hymn as we joyfully anticipate Christ's
Resurrection The Holy Saturday Liturgy begins with
the Service of Light, which includes the blessing of the
new fire and the Paschal candle which symbolizes
Jesus, the Light of the World. The second part consists
of the Liturgy of the Word with a series of Scripture
readings. After the Liturgy of the Word, the
Catechumens are presented to the parish community,
who pray for them with the Litany of the Saints. Next,
the priest blesses the water, placing the Easter or
Paschal candle into the baptismal water. Those seeking
Baptism then renounce sin and profess their faith after
which they are baptized with the priest pronouncing
the words, "I baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit."

Why was this ancient rite restored?
It was restored in the Church
to highlight the fact that the
newly baptized are received
into a community of faith,
which is challenged to realize
that they too have become
different because of this new
life in the community.

Is there a ceremony or preparation for Catholics
who never or seldom have practiced the faith?
For Catholics who have been Baptized, Confirmed and
made First Communion but then drifted from the faith,
the way they return is through the Sacrament of
Penance. Catholics who were baptized but never
received Confirmation and/or Eucharist also
participate in a period of formation. This process of
formation is completed with the reception of the
Sacraments of Confirmation and Holy Communion
often at the Easter Vigil or during the Easter Season.

After the Baptism the newly baptized are
dressed in white garments and presented
with a candle lighted from the Paschal Candle. They are then Confirmed by the priest
or bishop who lays hands on their heads,
and invokes the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit. He then anoints them with the oil
called Sacred Chrism. The Mass continues with the
newly baptized participating in the general intercessions
and in bringing gifts to the altar. At Communion, the
newly baptized receive the Eucharist, Christ's Body and
Blood, for the first time.

What is the role of a godparent for an
adult being baptized?
Prior to the Rite of Election, the
Catechumen may choose one or two
godparents, who will accompany the
Catechumen on the day of Election, at
the celebration of the Sacraments of
Initiation, and during the Period of
Mystagogy. They are called to show the
Catechumens good example of the
Christian life, sustain them in moments of hesitancy
and anxiety, bear witness, and guide their progress in
the baptismal life.

What does the white robe symbolize?
The newly baptized are dressed in a white garment after
baptism to symbolize that they are washed clean of sin
and that they are called to continue to walk in this
6

Fr. Dennis Blaney Celebrates 60th Anniversary

On June 3,2018, Fr. Dennis Blaney will celebrate his 60th anniversary of ordination.
"Dennis the Menace" as he enjoyed calling himself, has served people in the deaf
community and persons with disabilities throughout his entire priesthood in the Gary,
IN diocese. Fr. Blaney worked with the deaf community for many years. He always
made his parish available for NCOD Regional meetings. (Opening his freezer, you would
always find bear sausage, deer burgers, and other delights!) Later in his priesthood, he
founded the Share Foundation and the Sharing Meadows Community. If you would like
to congratulate him, you can send a note to Reverend Dennis Blaney, Share Foundation,
PO Box 400, Rolling Prairie, IN 46371-0400 or share@sharefoundation.org

Prayer for Vocations
God our Father, we thank you for calling men and
women to serve in your Son’s Kingdom as priests,
deacons, religious, and consecrated persons. Send
your Holy Spirit to help us respond generously and
courageously to your call. May our community of
faith support vocations of sacrificial love in our
youth. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Region 2 South:
Learning to Pray the
Rosary
Last February 25, 2018, Garth Clayton taught us
about the Rosary using the NCOD Pamphlet at St.
Francis. He was wonderful teacher and we really
enjoyed listening to his teaching.
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National Catholic Office for the Deaf

For more information,
www.ncod.org
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Learning Our Faith:

The Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church

This edition of Catholicism 101 is pulled from Part One: The Profession of Faith; Section Two—The Profession of the
Christian Faith; Chapter Three: I Believe in the Holy Spirit

“What the soul is to the human body, the Holy Spirit is to the members of Christ, that is, the body of
Christ, which is the Church.” (St. Augustine)
The Church: People of God, Body of Christ, Temple of the Spirit
In what way does the people of God share in the three functions of Christ as Priest, Prophet and King?
(783-786)
The people of God participate in Christ’s priestly office insofar as the baptized are consecrated by the Holy Spirit
to offer spiritual sacrifices. They share in Christ’s prophetic office when with a supernatural sense of faith they adhere unfailingly to that faith and deepen their understanding and witness to it. The people of God share in his
kingly office by means of service, imitating Jesus Christ who as King of the universe made himself the servant of
all, especially the poor and the suffering.
In what way is the Church the body of Christ? (787-791, 805-806)
The risen Christ unites his faithful people to himself in an intimate way by means of the Holy Spirit. In this way,
those who believe in Christ, in as much as they are close to him especially in the Eucharist, are united among
themselves in charity. They form one body, the Church, whose unity is experienced in the diversity of its members and its functions.
Who is the Head of this body? (792-795, 807)
Christ “is the head of the body, the church” (Colossians 1:18). The Church lives from him, in him, and for him.
Christ and the Church make up the “whole Christ” (Saint Augustine); “Head and members form, as it were, one
and the same mystical person” (Saint Thomas Aquinas).
Why is the Church called the “Bride of Christ”? (796, 808)
She is called “Bride of Christ” because the Lord himself called himself her “Spouse” (Mark 2:19). The Lord has
loved the Church and has joined her to himself in an everlasting covenant. He has given himself up for her in
order to purify her with his blood and “sanctify her” (Ephesians 5:26), making her the fruitful mother of all the
children of God. While the term “body” expresses the unity of the “head” with the members, the term “bride”
emphasizes the distinction of the two in their personal relationship.
Why is the Church called the temple of the Holy Spirit? (797-798, 809-810)
She is so called because the Holy Spirit resides in the body which is the Church, in her Head and in her members.
He also builds up the Church in charity by the Word of God, the sacraments, the virtues, and charisms.
What are charisms? (799-801)
Charisms are special gifts of the Holy Spirit which are bestowed on individuals for the good of others, the needs
of the world, and in particular for the building up of the Church. The discernment of charisms is the responsibility of the Magisterium.

The Church is One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic
Why is the Church one? (813-815, 866)
The Church is one because she has as her source and exemplar the unity of the Trinity of Persons in one God.
As her Founder and Head, Jesus Christ re-established the unity of all people in one body. As her soul, the Holy
Spirit unites all the faithful in communion with Christ. The Church has but one faith, one sacramental life, one
apostolic succession, one common hope, and one and the same charity.
9

Where does the one Church of Christ subsist? (816, 870)
The one Church of Christ, as a society constituted and organized in the world, subsists in (subsistit in) the Catholic
Church, governed by the Successor of Peter and the bishops in communion with him. Only through this Church
can one obtain the fullness of the means of salvation since the Lord has entrusted all the blessings of the New
Covenant to the apostolic college alone whose head is Peter.
How are non-Catholic Christians to be considered? (817-819)
In the churches and ecclesial communities which are separated from full communion with the Catholic Church,
many elements of sanctification and truth can be found. All of these blessings come from Christ and lead to Catholic unity. Members of these churches and communities are incorporated into Christ by Baptism and so we recognize them as brothers.
How does one commit oneself to work for unity of Christians? (820-822, 866)
The desire to restore the unity of all Christians is a gift from Christ and a call of the Spirit. This desire involves the
entire Church and it is pursued by conversion of heart, prayer, fraternal knowledge of each other and theological
dialogue.
In what way is the Church holy? (823-829, 867)
The Church is holy insofar as the Most Holy God is her author. Christ has given himself for her to sanctify her
and make her a source of sanctification. The Holy Spirit gives her life with charity. In the Church one finds the
fullness of the means of salvation. Holiness is the vocation of each of her members and the purpose of all her activities. The Church counts among her members the Virgin Mary and numerous Saints who are her models and
intercessors. The holiness of the Church is the fountain of sanctification for her children who here on earth recognize themselves as sinners ever in need of conversion and purification.
Why is the Church called “Catholic”? (830-831, 868)
The Church is catholic, that is universal, insofar as Christ is present in her: “Where there is Christ Jesus, there is the
Catholic Church” (Saint Ignatius of Antioch). The Church proclaims the fullness and the totality of the faith; she
bears and administers the fullness of the means of salvation; she is sent out by Christ on a mission to the whole of
the human race.
Is the particular Church catholic? 832-835)
Every particular Church (this is, a diocese or eparchy) is catholic. It is formed by a community of Christians who are in
communion of faith and of the sacraments both with their bishop, who is ordained in apostolic succession, and
with the Church of Rome which “presides in charity” (Saint Ignatius of Antioch).
Who belongs to the Catholic Church? (836-838)
All human beings in various ways belong to or are ordered to the Catholic unity of the people of God. Fully incorporated into the Catholic Church are those who, possessing the Spirit of Christ, are joined to the Church by the
bonds of the profession of faith, the sacraments, ecclesiastical government and communion. The baptized who do
not enjoy full Catholic unity are in a certain, although imperfect, communion with the Catholic Church.
What is the relationship of the Catholic Church with the Jewish people? (839-840)
The Catholic Church recognizes a particular link with the Jewish people in the fact that God chose them before all
others to receive his Word. To the Jewish people belong “the sonship, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the
law, the worship, the promises, and the patriarchs; and of their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ” (Romans
9:4, 5). The Jewish faith, unlike other non-Christian religions, is already a response to the revelation of God in the
Old Covenant.
What is the bond that exists between the Catholic Church and non-Christian religions? (841-845)
There is a bond between all peoples which comes especially from the common origin and end of the entire human
race. The Catholic Church recognizes that whatever is good or true in other religions comes from God and is a
reflection of his truth. As such it can prepare for the acceptance of the Gospel and act as a stimulus toward the
unity of humanity in the Church of Christ.
10
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Fort Worth Catholic
Community for the Deaf
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Our Mission
Spread God’s message through the support of the deaf and hard of hearing pastoral ministry
so that we may all be one in Christ!
To promote this mission, the NCOD will:
•

Raise the national consciousness concerning deaf and hard of hearing people’s position within the Catholic
Church

•

Encourage deaf and hard of hearing persons to be active in ministry

•

Provide pastoral training opportunities

•

Share communication, religious education and pastoral training resources

•

Develop and disseminate religious education materials

•

Provide an annual pastoral conference

•

Collaborate with other organizations with a similar Mission

•

Publish a national magazine, VISION

•

Support the national Deaf Cursillo Movement
14

National Catholic Office for the Deaf
Our History
WHAT IS NCOD?
The National Catholic Office for the Deaf is a non-profit membership organization dedicated to Pastoral Ministry with
Deaf and Hard of Hearing persons.
NCOD serves 5.7 million Deaf and Hard of Hearing Catholics through its pastoral ministry and through its special
advocacy to bishops, pastors and families with Deaf children.
WHAT IS A MINISTRY FOR PERSONS WHO ARE DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING?

A Pastoral Ministry offers Deaf Catholics services and support that fosters spiritual development in their own language.
A Pastoral Ministry offers Hard of Hearing Catholics access to the Church’s pastoral care.

NCOD is a Unique Center for this Unique Ministry
WHAT DOES NCOD OFFER?
• Shared opportunities for Religious Education, retreats and renewal programs, among other Deaf and Hard of
Hearing Catholics.
• Specially adapted resource materials in Sign language or open/closed captioning that make a Catholic Spiritual
life accessible to Catholic children and adults.
• Ongoing professional training for Pastoral Workers. VISION , a magazine that links the community of Deaf
and Hard of Hearing and those who serve them.
• Assistance to Catholic parents with Deaf children, especially those who can not access religious education and
services for their children.
• Training and opportunities for Catholic Deaf persons to meet the religious and spiritual needs of other Catholic
Deaf persons.
•

Workshops for professionals who wish to serve the spiritual needs of persons who are Catholic and Deaf.

• Annual conferences where pastoral workers and Deaf Catholics can share their experience, support each other,
and enrich their understanding and information about Deaf ministry.
HOW IS NCOD UNIQUE?

In the last several years, Deaf people themselves have increasingly assumed leadership roles and responsibility for their
own destiny. This grassroots movement among Deaf persons has had a profound effect on the institutions that serve
Deaf and Hard of Hearing persons.

NCOD takes pride in providing continuing opportunities
for
deaf and hard of hearing persons
to
become spiritual leaders
in
the Catholic deaf community

Never before has there been more hope for Deaf people to achieve their potential as self-respecting adults. NCOD is
grateful for its special unique role, enabling Catholic persons who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing to have rich, full and
rewarding spiritual lives.
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7202 Buchanan Street
Landover Hills, MD 20784
info@ncod.org
www.ncod.org
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

NCOD Mission Statement:
“Spread God’s message through the support of deaf and hard of hearing pastoral ministry
so that we may all be one in Christ”

National Catholic Office for the Deaf
Membership Form
□ New Member

□ Renewal

Annual Membership Fees

□ Vision only

Name: _________________________________________________________

(USA Rate)

Title: __________________________________________________________

□ Individual

Address: _______________________________________________________

□ Family

$100

City: __________________________________________________________

□ Student

$10

State: _______________________________ Zip Code:_________________

□ Pastoral

$70

Country________________________________________________________

□

Executive $250 (Diocese,
Agencies, & Organizations)

□

Donation: ______________
(Tax Deductible)

Diocese: _______________________________________________________
□ Deaf/Hard of Hearing

□ Deaf-Blind

□ Hearing

Phone (W): __________________________________ TTY Voice Both VP

$70

Phone (H): __________________________________ TTY Voice Both VP
FAX: _________________________________________________________

Vision Subscription Only

Email: ________________________________________________________
Name of Designated Voter _________________________________________
(for Family and Executive Members only)

ONLINE: www.ncod.org/membership-form

OR

Mail Application to: National Catholic Office for the Deaf

(USA Rate)
One Year
□ $20 US
□ $30 International
Two Year

7202 Buchanan Street

□ $35 US

Landover Hills, MD 20784

□

$55 International

□ please send paper copies of
web issues
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