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DENVER—Rannah Evetts had always 
wanted to go to Africa. She has no 
explanation for it, other than that God 
had planted a deep love of everything 
Africa in her heart for as long as she 
can remember. 

“Ever since I was a little kid, I would 
say I was going to Africa, and I didn’t 
really understand why, and my mom 
would just call me her little African 
child because that’s all I would talk 
about,” Rannah recalled. 

Today, Rannah is living out her child-
hood dream, having founded a Catho-
lic school for deaf children in Uganda 
at the age of 21. 

But it came to fruition in a way she 

could never have imagined. 

Evetts loved to talk about Africa as a 
little girl. But there was a lot she did 
not talk about - the sexual abuse she 
was experiencing and the traumatic 
consequences she suffered silently for 
years: depression, suicidal thoughts, 
self hate and despair. 

“Through a lot of hurt and pain that 
God worked through me,” Evetts told 
CNA. 

Desperately seeking happiness in high 
school, she threw herself into the par-
ty scene, looking for relief. 

“I wanted to be happy, I was so tired 
of hating myself and being miserable, 

A 22 year-old Texan began a 
Catholic school for Uganda’s deaf  

children 
-Mary Rezac, Catholic News Agency 
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/god-did-this--how-a-22-year-old-texan-began-a-catholic-school-for-
ugandas-deaf-children-57950 
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We pray that you and your families had a very Merry Christmas and blessed New year.  Let 
us meditate on the beautiful miracle of Christ’s birth.  The lyrics below are from “The Wexford 
Carol”.  They guide us through the glorious event and remind us we should express gratitude 
and praise to God for the gift of his Son who brought salvation for the entire world.. 
 

Good people all, this Christmas time, consider well and bear in mind 
What our good God for us has done in sending his beloved son. 

With Mary, holy, we should pray, to God with love this Christmas day. 
In Bethlehem, upon that morn, there was a blessed Messiah born. 

 
The night before that happy tide, the noble Virgin and her guide 

Were long time seeking up and down to find a lodging in the town. 
But mark right well what came to pass, from every door repelled, alas. 

As was foretold, their refuge all was but a humble ox’s stall. 
 

Near Bethlehem did shepherds keep their flocks of lambs and feeding sheep. 
To whom God’s angel did appear which put the shepherds in great fear. 

“Prepare and go,” the angels said, “to Bethlehem, be not afraid. 
For there you’ll find this happy morn, a princely babe, sweet Jesus, born.” 

 
With thankful heart and joyful mind the shepherds went the babe to find. 

And as God’s angel had foretold they did our Savior Christ behold. 
Within a manger he was laid and by his side a virgin maid 

Attending on the Lord of Life who came on earth to end all strife. 
 

There were three wise men from afar directed by a glorious star. 
And on they wandered night and day until they came where Jesus lay. 
And when they came unto that place where our beloved Messiah lay, 
They humbly cast them at his feet with gifts of gold and incense sweet. 

 
Good people all, this Christmas time, consider well and bear in mind 

What our good God for us has done in sending his beloved son. 
With Mary, holy, we should pray, to God with love this Christmas day. 

In Bethlehem, upon that morn, there was a blessed Messiah born. 
 

Be courageous in bringing  people to Christ.  Pray for religious vocations! 

NCOD  Board of Directors 

mailto:ncoddeafpw@gmail.com
mailto:ncodicdarep@gmail.com
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Continued from page 1 

and so when I was a junior in high school I started par-
tying a whole lot...and I quickly realized this isn’t mak-
ing me happy, I’m just suffering more and more,” she 
said. 

Looking for answers, Evetts started attending different 
churches with friends and family on the weekends. 

Having never been baptized, she bounced around non-
denominational Christian churches for a while, but did 
not feel like she had found the truth until she began 
looking into the Catholic faith. 

“When I was a senior I started RCIA...and through all 
of that, I gave up drinking, no more parties, I was read-
ing the Bible all the time, and realizing that I just want 
Jesus. He has to be the cure, because I knew that the 
world wasn’t,” she said. 

When she was baptized at the end of her senior year, 
Evetts said she felt the presence of Christ, in an inde-
scribable way, in her heart. She felt God calling her to 
an unfolding mission that would piece together seem-
ingly unconnected parts of her life, including her love 
for Africa, and her knowledge of American Sign Lan-
guage. 

“It’s hard to explain the real presence that I experi-
enced of Christ inside of me when I did get bap-
tized...and receiving the Eucharist, receiving him in the 
flesh, I gave up everything, that’s when he opened up 
the door and said ‘This is what I want you to do and 
this is why.’” 

At her high school in Texas, the only classes offered to 
fulfill language requirements were Spanish or ASL. 
Evetts said she joined the sign language class because it 
was required, she thought it was “cool”, and her sister 
had taken the same class. 

“It was just a requirement, I did not think ever one 
time that I would do anything with it,” she said, and 
she even considered dropping the class. 

But by her senior year, and as she experienced a con-
version, she said God began to pull on her heart 
through her sign language class, especially when she 
completed a project on deafness in Uganda. 

She learned that the deaf in Uganda are often misun-
derstood and often mistreated, considered sinners or 

even cursed. She said that the deaf are often outcast out 
of malice or because of a lack of resources. 

“I relate to the deaf people here because they are out-
casted, they’re seen as cursed, they’re seen as sinners, 
and so they’re shut away from the world kind of, 
they’re living in this darkness and this silence,” she said.  

“And God pulled me to give what he gave me after all 
of my years of darkness and hating myself and feeling 
like I had no friends and nobody to talk to, of wanting 
to die, feeling like I had no purpose in life - all of those 
things I was struggling with after being sexually abused, 
God took them and he transforms everything and he 
said, ‘These I’m turning into graces.’ And with the deaf 
people here that’s what he did,” she said. 

After high school graduation, Evetts flew to Uganda 
for the first time to work for seven months for an es-
tablished school for the deaf in the capital city of Kam-
pala. Through that experience, she met a priest in a vil-
lage in northern Uganda, in an area with hundreds of 
deaf children and no resources for them. 

“I basically just walked back to the sacristy and I was 
like, ‘Hi Father, I’m Rannah, can I talk to you?’” she 
recalled. 

The initial meeting sparked a conversation that contin-
ued for more than a year and a half, while Evetts, the 
priest, and the local bishop discerned starting a school 
for the deaf. 

In 2016, Evetts moved to the village for five months to 
get used to living in the area and adjust to the culture, 
and to see if her dream could become a reality. By Sep-
tember 2016, the local bishop gave her permission to 
use an old catechesis building, “and basically he just 
said ‘begin.’” 

By February 2017, the St. Francis de Sales School for 
the Deaf opened its doors for the first time. St. Francis 
was chosen as the patron because he personally devel-
oped a sign language to preach the Gospel and teach 
the Catholic faith to Martin, a deaf man. 

“We are here to promote the education and welfare of 
the Deaf in the West Nile region,” the school’s mission 
statement says on their website. 

“Most importantly we are here to fulfill a deeper mean-

https://stfrancisdeafschool.com/
https://stfrancisdeafschool.com/
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ing behind Christ’s “Eph’phatha” in Mark’s Gospel: ‘... 
and looking up to heaven, he [Jesus] sighed, and said to 
him, “Eph’phatha,” that is, ‘be opened.’ And his ears 
were opened, his tongue was released and he spoke 
plainly.’” 

“The deaf are often outcasts in Ugandan society; isolat-
ed, deprived of their rights, and looked down upon by 
hearing people. They are more exposed to being raped, 
abused, and neglected by society. They are often 
thought of as stupid, cursed, and many parents still 
think it is a waste of money to send them to school,” 
the statement continues. 

“We are here to break this cultural stigma, provide qual-
ity education, and give our Deaf students the most pre-
cious thing in this world: Je-
sus Christ.” 

Evetts said she was most 
moved by her love for God 
to give language to those who 
otherwise could not speak. 

“I didn’t think I would do 
anything with [sign language], 
but it’s like everyday [God] 
reveals more and more why 
I’m doing what I’m doing,” 
she said. 

“I knew I wanted to evangelize, I knew I wanted to 
share the word of God with people and what he did in 
my life. It’s so huge what he did for me, that you can’t 
not share that with people! I’m a convert and I’m on 
fire, you know? It’s like, ‘no, I’ve been to the other side, 
trust me!’” 

But it hasn’t been easy. The school is open to children 
ages 3-14, and the age range brings a variety of needs. 
When they first arrive, most of the children  have no 
way of communicating their needs, their thoughts, their 
experiences, pain or ideas. 

“All of a sudden they’re being thrown into this and they 
have no idea what’s going on, so we have kids who are 
trying to run away, a lot of our kids just cried seeing me 
because they’ve never seen whatever I am, and the eve-
ryday challenge of bringing them a language...it was in-
credibly difficult,” Evetts said. 

It also came with times of personal darkness and chal-
lenge for Evetts, who was the only foreigner in her vil-
lage, the only woman living at the parish, and the only 
person from her culture in the area. She would also of-
ten feel overwhelmed by the weight of responsibility on 
her shoulders. 

“I have a lot of thanks to give to my mom, because I 
would tell her ‘I want to come home Mom, because I 
don’t know what I’m doing,’ and she would stick with 
me and pray with me,” she said. 

She was also still struggling with anxiety attacks and the 
painful healing of the abuse in her past. 

“I want to tell you this because...it shows God’s good-
ness, because there were 
days when I couldn’t do 
this. I’m 22 years old and 
I don’t know what I’m 
doing and I’m the leader 
of all of this thing and 
I’m working in another 
country and having my 
own problems... that I’m 
dealing with and alone in 
that silence with God,” 
Evetts said. 

There were several 
weeks at a time where 

she felt like she was literally unable to get out of bed in 
the morning. 

“But I want to share that with you because it shows 
that God did this. You say ‘yes’ to God and he does it, 
he fulfills it, because this is his school and this is his 
mission,” she said. “I don’t know how to explain it, but 
he’s here and he’s got this all under control.”   

The transformation she and the staff began seeing in 
the students throughout the year was incredible, she 
said. 

Children came to them having been raped, abused or 
neglected because of their disability, and were trans-
formed in personality and behavior as they started ac-
quiring a language. 

At the beginning of the year, many parents reluctantly 
sent their children to the boarding school, believing it 

St. Francis de Sales School for the Deaf, Courtesy photo (CNA) 
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impossible to educate a deaf child. But on the night 
after the first term ended, and the children went home 
for the first time, parents started calling the school in 
amazement. 

“They were like, ‘there’s stuff written in [their note-
books]! There’s grades!’ And then their kids are signing 
all this stuff to their parents, and these parents are like 
‘we don’t know what our kids are saying but they know 
stuff, and they’re talking with their hands!’” 

“And so they’re really seeing the evidence of this 
works, so its a real encouragement for the parents,” 
Evetts said. 

The school has just begun its second year, with 50 stu-
dents enrolled. It was recently licensed, and the plan is 
to eventually find enough land to build a boarding 
school for more than 300 nursery and primary school 
deaf students in the area. 

Evetts said the way the local community has embraced 
the school with love has been encouraging. As the only 
white person in the area, Evetts said it automatically 
brings her a lot of attention, which in turn lets her 
bring that attention to her work with deaf children. 

“God uses that, then I get to explain about sign lan-
guage and about deafness and how awesome it is. 
We’re walking around town, playing games with the 
students, using sign language, and people just gawk and 
stare--like what? White people know this language 
too?” Evetts said. “This year I’ve had volunteers come 
and it’s more people knowing sign language and giving 
it attention, and Caritas is now helping sponsor our 
school, so it's just been growing and I see that the com-
munity has really taken us on, and it really has been 
great.” 

Evetts said the most rewarding part of the experience 
has been how God has used her ‘yes’ and the ‘yes’ of 
her staff members to transform lives and to do some-
thing that they would be unable to accomplish without 
him. 

“The closer you get to God in his silence, that’s where 
he reveals himself, that’s his language,” she said. “And 
not only that, he reveals you to you--he draws that out 
of you, and I really learned that the closer I came to 
him, he just showed me - ‘this is why I put this desire in 
you, and this is how I’m going to use your sufferings or 
your vices and this is how I’m going to transform it.’” 

“It was all him.” 
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-Daniel Gibb 

Deaf  Prayer Warriors 
Many deaf and hearing were interested in why I          
established the “Deaf Catholic Prayer Warrior” Face-
book group.  (I started Deaf Catholic Prayer Warrior 
two years ago.)  My whole life I dreamed of being a 
priest, but I discerned to get married and start a family.  
A few years ago, I thought about to be a deacon.  I have 
prayed and discussed this with Father Michael Depcik.  
Some diaconate program cannot let any men enter after 
65 years old and I was a few years from that age.  I did 
not feel His call to be a deacon.  I prayed and asked 
God how can I reach deaf people to draw them closer 
to Himself and how can I help them understand the 
power of prayer.  I felt the Holy Spirit prodding me and 
the words popped up in my mind, “Deaf Catholic  
Prayer Warrior”.  I had extra help from my friend, 
Michelle Kulpa and Ellen Trieper, in establishing the 
group.  A year later, I added the administration of     
Sharon DiGuido. 

My description of the Deaf Prayer Warrior is based on 
Ephesians 6:12-13, “You need to be strong because we are not 
fighting against human enemies.  No, but instead we are fighting 
against the rulers and the powerful spirits that have authority over 
this dark world.  We are fighting against powerful bad spirits 
who live in the heavens.  So, take the whole armour that God 
gives.  Then you will be able to stand against the enemy when he 
attacks.  And he will not be able to move you from your place.  
Then, after you have done everything, you will still be standing 
strongly in your place.” 
 
I chose this passage because if we are struggling with 
things such as financial difficulties, sickness, marriage 
problems, we cannot depend on ourselves to fix it 
alone.  We must ask God to help us in facing our strug-
gles.  We need to pray and ask others to pray that our 
problems are solved in accordance with God’s Will.  
Do not let the devil weaken your thoughts and pull you 
away from God by tempting you to think that prayer 
does not work.  Pray always and ask God to help you in 
battle.  This is how you can be a strong prayer warrior 
by standing firm against the devil’s attacks.  

I have seen many people become inspired when I share 
the postings of my thoughts with pictures and Bible 
quotes.  I have witnessed many prayers being answered.  
My purpose of the Prayer Warrior group is to help peo-
ple become closer to Christ, help them to pray with 
their heart, and encourage them to grow their faith in 

God.  Faith brings you closer to Jesus and to feel His 
love and forgiveness.  His mercy endures forever.  
Sometimes members will send a private message asking 
me to pray for them and I am happy to do so.  Some 
members ask the group to pray for themselves or others 
who are near death.  They need our support, comfort, 
and understanding at such a difficult time.  I welcomed 
few members whom are atheist or agnostic but very few 
are not Catholic.  This is one the example that I share in 
my Deaf Catholic Prayer Warrior Facebook group: 

Good morning, Prayer Warriors! 
St. Padre Pio — 'Pray, hope, and don't worry. Worry is useless. 
God is merciful and will hear your prayer.' 
 
My thoughts... 
I know it is not easy to be patient that God has not answered you 
right away.  You feel like waiting, waiting, and waiting that God 
has not solved your problems fast enough.  St. Paul wrote Ro-
mans 8:25 "But we are hoping for something we don’t have yet, 
and we are waiting for it patiently." 
 
Question: Have you notice that God answers your prayer or an-
swers them differently in a day or month or year?  Then, you real-
ize that there is not anything left to worry about something. 
No one likes to be patient (me too) but we should thank God for 
He has not forsaken us. 
 
Let us ask God to help us to be patient and trust Him that He 
has a better plan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St Pio, pray for us. 
May God bless you always! 

I look forward to seeing you join the Deaf Catholic 
Prayer Warrior.  May God bless you always! 
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Encuentro & Mission:                                               
A Renewed Pastoral Framework for Hispanic Min-
istry (USCCB): 
Hispanic Catholics are a blessing of God and a        
prophetic presence that has turned many dioceses and 
parishes into communities of faith that are more      
welcoming, vibrant, and evangelizing. We, the bishops, 
consider Hispanic ministry as an integral part of the life 
and mission of the church. 
 
The Goal of the V Encuentro: 
The main goal of the V Encuentro is to discern ways in 
which the Church in the United States can better      
respond to the Hispanic/Latino presence, and to 
strengthen the ways in which Hispanics/Latinos       
respond to the call to the New Evangelization as     
missionary disciples serving the entire Church. 
 
The Purpose of the V Encuentro is to: 
* Call all Catholic leaders in the United States to       
become authentic and joyful missionary disciples by 
giving witness to God’s Love with a prophetic voice by 
encountering their Hispanic brothers and sisters in 
Christ, therefore embracing the cultural diversity in the 
U.S. Church. 
* Promote a vision of the Church in mission that      
develops effective pathways to invite, engage and form 
Hispanic Catholic youth, young adults, and families and 
ecclesial movements to live out their baptismal         
vocation. This includes the promotion of the vocation 
to the priesthood and consecrated life. 

* Invite all Catholic leaders to engage and accompany 
Hispanic Catholics, particularly the most vulnerable and 
those who find themselves in the peripheries of the 
Church and society. 

* Identify and promote opportunities for Hispanic 
Catholic pastoral leaders to serve in leadership positions 
in the Church and in the larger society, and increase the 
number of lay and ordained ministers directly engaged 
in the New Evangelization. This will require dioceses 
and parishes to receive new leaders and those seeking 

formation to become leaders. 

* Stimulate a new wave of faith formation and        
leadership development initiatives that prepare        
Hispanic Catholics to share and celebrate the Good 
News of Jesus Christ and to become leaven for the 
Reign of God in society. 

My Experience at V Encuentro: 
I was so blessed to be a part of the over three thousand 
delegates that participated in the V National Encuentro 
in Fort Worth, Texas this past September. This         
National Encuentro process has been the work of the 
laity within the Catholic Latino Community to foster 
the importance of Dioceses supporting their efforts to 
provide leadership formation and ministerial support 
from the ecclesial community.  
As a Catholic Latina woman I felt that the bishops 
from the various dioceses were finally listening to the 
growing needs and desires of the Catholic Latino   
Community to be recognized as Church and not just a 
marginalized small community. Also, to be present as a 
delegate of NCOD and to be able to provide exposure 
to the double marginalized Community of Catholic La-
tino Deaf was very impactful to the Catholic Latino 
Community and bishops who never thought that there 
could be Catholic Deaf Latinos in our communities.  

I believed that our team which included Fr. Shawn Car-
ey from the Archdiocese of Boston, Katie Locus from 
the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas, and myself 
provided those in attendance an opportunity to listen to 
our different perspectives and realties of serving those 
Catholic Deaf Latino members of our communities the 
challenges that they face and how we try to best        
accompany them in their journey of faith. 

-Nancy Lopez, NCOD West Board Member 

NCOD Attends the V Encuentro 
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 Meet Your New                                            
NCOD Board Members 

Richard            
Johnston 

A deaf Advocate at 
heart, Richard is dedi-
cated to a focus in 
deaf community or-
ganizations, access 
and change. Current-
ly, he is a NCOD 
Representative for 
the Northeast Re-
gion. He is a volun-
teer for the Boston 
Deaf Apostolate of-
fice under the direc-

tion of Fr. Shawn Carey in Braintree, MA. He partici-
pates in several projects such as planning religious 
education activities, preparing workshops, making fly-
ers for public relations, and preparing an outreach 

program to connect deaf Catholics across the Boston 
Archdiocese. Also, he volunteers for Fr. Joe Bruce 
every week at the Deaf Catholic Archives at the Col-
lege of Holy Cross in Worcester, MA. In the past, he 
served in various positions in several local deaf leader-
ship groups including Massachusetts State Association 
of the Deaf and Deaf Catholic Council. Richard 
earned a BTech degree in Mechanical Engineering 
Technology at Rochester Institute of Technology in 
1985 in Rochester, New York and a BS degree in Me-
chanical Engineering at Northeastern University in 
1989 in Boston, Massachusetts. As a Mechanical De-
sign Engineer for General Dynamics for about 29 
years, he was involved in mechanical design projects 
on mobile communication equipment via computer 
aided design programs. In his spare time, Richard en-
joys spending time with his family, hanging out with 
Deaf people at social functions, and rooting for his 
favorite football team Ohio State Buckeyes. 

Joan Macy 
 
In high school, Joan began taking American Sign Lan-
guage classes and she has been involved with the deaf 
community ever since.  Mrs. Macy received Bachelor’s 
Degrees in Education and Psychology from Benedic-
tine College, a Master’s Degree in Deaf Education 
from the University of Kansas, and an endorsement in 
Educational Administration from Emporia State Uni-
versity.  She has worked in the field of education for 
30 years and is currently an administrator at a state 
school for the deaf.   
  
Joan is also the ASL Interpreter Coordinator for the 
Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas and has served 
as the Interim Consultant for Deaf Ministry in the 
past.  She is responsible for advocating for all pro-
grams to be fully accessible for the deaf as well as 

providing direct 
services and sup-
ports to members 
of the community, 
including inter-
preting parish and 
d i o c e s a n 
events.  She has 
provided work-
shops on inter-
preting, religious 
ASL, deaf educa-
tion, and family 
workshops for 
parents with chil-
dren who are 
deaf/hard of hearing.  In addition, Joan is the editor 
of the Vision newsletter for the National Catholic Of-
fice for the Deaf (NCOD). 
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 Learning Our Faith: 
The Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church 

 

This edition of Catholicism 101 is pulled from Part One: The Profession of Faith; Section One—”I Believe”-”We     
Believe”; Chapter Two: God Comes to Meet Man 

The Revelation of  God 
 
What does God reveal to man? (50-53, 68-69) 
God in his goodness and wisdom reveals himself.  With deeds and words, he reveals himself and his plan of lov-
ing goodness which he decreed from all eternity in Christ.  According to this plan, all people by the grace of the 
Holy Spirit are to share in the divine life as adopted “sons” in the only begotten Son of God. 
 
What are the first stages of God’s Revelation? (54-58, 70-71) 
From the very beginning, God manifested himself to our first parents, Adam and Eve, and invited them to inti-
mate communion with himself.  After their fall, he did not cease his revelation to them but promised salvation 
for all their descendants.  After the flood, he made a covenant with Noah, a covenant between himself and all 
living beings. 
 
What are the next stages of God’s Revelation? (59-64, 72) 
God chose Abram, calling him out of his country, making him “the father of a multitude of nations” (Genesis 
17:5), and promising to bless in him “all the families of the earth” (Genesis 12:3).  The people descended from 
Abraham would be the trustee of the divine promise made to the patriarchs.  God formed Israel as his chosen 
people, freeing them from slavery in Egypt, establishing with them the covenant of Mount Sinai, and through 
Moses, giving them his law.  The prophets proclaimed a radical redemption of the people and a salvation which 
would include all nations in a new and everlasting covenant.  From the people of Israel and from the house of 
King David, would be born the Messiah, Jesus. 
 
What is the full and definitive stage of God’s Revelation? (65-66, 73) 
The full and definitive stage of God’s revelation is accomplished in his Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, the medi-
ator and fullness of Revelation.  He, being the only-begotten Son of God made man, is the perfect and definitive 
Word of the Father.  In the sending of the Son and the gift of the Spirit, Revelation is now fully complete, alt-
hough the faith of the Church must gradually grasp its full significance over the course of centuries. 
 
What is the value of private revelations? (67) 
While not belonging to the deposit of faith, private revelations may help a person to live the faith as long as they 
lead us to Christ.  The Magisterium of the Church, which has the duty of evaluating such private revelations, 
cannot accept those which claim to surpass or correct that definitive Revelation which is Christ. 

 
 

The Transmission of  Divine Revelation 
 
Why and in what way is divine revelation transmitted? (74) 
God “desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4), that is, of Jesus 
Christ.  For this reason, Christ must be proclaimed to all according to his own command, “Go forth and teach 
all nations” (Matthew 28:19).  And this is brought about by Apostolic Tradition. 

“In giving us his Son, his only and definitive Word, God spoke everything to us at once in 
the sole Word, and he has no more to say.” 

-Saint John of  the Cross 
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See you in Forth Worth! 

Prayer for Vocations 
God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women to 
serve in your Son’s Kingdom as priests, deacons, religious, and 
consecrated persons.  Send your Holy Spirit to help us respond 

generously and courageously to your call.  May our community of  
faith support vocations of  sacrificial love in our youth.  We ask 

this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Hilton Downtown Fort Worth 
815 Main St. 

Fort Worth, TX 76102 
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Save the Date for 2020 
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Our Mission 

Spread God’s message through the support of the deaf and hard of hearing pastoral ministry  

so that we may all be one in Christ! 

 

To promote this mission, the NCOD will: 

• Raise the national consciousness concerning deaf and hard of hearing people’s position within the Catholic 
Church 

• Encourage deaf and hard of hearing persons to be active in ministry 

• Provide pastoral training opportunities 

• Share communication, religious education and pastoral training resources 

• Develop and disseminate religious education materials 

• Provide an annual pastoral conference 

• Collaborate with other organizations with a similar Mission 

• Publish a national magazine, VISION 

• Support the national Deaf Cursillo Movement 
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WHAT IS NCOD? 

The National Catholic Office for the Deaf is a non-profit membership organization dedicated to Pastoral Ministry with 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing persons. 

NCOD serves 5.7 million Deaf and Hard of Hearing Catholics through its pastoral ministry and through its special  
advocacy to bishops, pastors and families with Deaf children. 

WHAT IS A MINISTRY FOR PERSONS WHO ARE DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING? 

A Pastoral Ministry offers Deaf Catholics services and support that fosters spiritual development in their own language. 
A Pastoral Ministry offers Hard of Hearing Catholics access to the Church’s pastoral care. 

NCOD is a Unique Center for this Unique Ministry 

WHAT DOES NCOD OFFER? 

• Shared opportunities for Religious Education, retreats and renewal programs, among other Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing Catholics. 

• Specially adapted resource materials in Sign language or open/closed captioning that make a Catholic Spiritual 
life accessible to Catholic children and adults. 

• Ongoing professional training for Pastoral Workers. VISION , a magazine that links the community of Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing and those who serve them. 

• Assistance to Catholic parents with Deaf children, especially those who can not access religious education and 
services for their children. 

• Training and opportunities for Catholic Deaf persons to meet the religious and spiritual needs of other Catholic 
Deaf persons. 

• Workshops for professionals who wish to serve the spiritual needs of persons who are Catholic and Deaf. 

• Annual conferences where pastoral workers and Deaf Catholics can share their experience, support each other, 
and enrich their understanding and information about Deaf ministry. 

HOW IS NCOD UNIQUE? 

In the last several years, Deaf people themselves have increasingly assumed leadership roles and responsibility for their 
own destiny. This grassroots movement among Deaf persons has had a profound effect on the institutions that serve 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing persons. 

NCOD takes pride in providing continuing opportunities 
for 

deaf and hard of hearing persons 
to 

become spiritual leaders 
in 

the Catholic deaf community 
Never before has there been more hope for Deaf people to achieve their potential as self-respecting adults. NCOD is 
grateful for its special unique role, enabling Catholic persons who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing to have rich, full and 
rewarding spiritual lives. 

National Catholic Office for the Deaf 
Our History 
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7202 Buchanan Street 
Landover Hills, MD  20784 
info@ncod.org 
www.ncod.org  
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

NCOD Mission Statement:   

“Spread God’s message through the support of  deaf  and hard of  hearing pastoral ministry  
so that we may all be one in Christ” 

National Catholic Office for the Deaf 
Membership Form 

 □ New Member              □ Renewal            □  Vision only 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

Title:  __________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _______________________________________________________ 

City:  __________________________________________________________ 

State:  _______________________________  Zip Code:_________________ 

Country________________________________________________________ 

Diocese:  _______________________________________________________ 

      □ Deaf/Hard of Hearing        □ Deaf-Blind     □ Hearing 

Phone (W):  __________________________________  TTY  Voice  Both  VP 

Phone (H):  __________________________________   TTY  Voice  Both  VP 

FAX:  _________________________________________________________ 

Email:  ________________________________________________________ 

Name of Designated Voter _________________________________________  

 (for Family and Executive Members only) 

Vision Subscription Only 

(USA Rate) 

One Year 

□  $20 US 

□  $30 International  

Two Year 

□  $35 US 

□     $55 International 

□ please send paper copies of 
 web  issues 

Annual Membership Fees  

(USA Rate) 

□  Individual    $70 

□  Family       $100  

□  Student       $10 

□  Pastoral      $70 

□     Executive  $250  (Diocese, 
 Agencies, & Organizations) 

□     Donation:  ______________    
 (Tax Deductible) 

Mail Application to:  National Catholic Office for the Deaf 

   7202 Buchanan Street 

   Landover Hills, MD 20784 

ONLINE:  www.ncod.org/membership-form     OR 

http://www.ncod.org/membership-form

