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As Pastoral Workers with the Deaf in 
Ontario, we have become increasingly 
concerned about the future of Deaf 
Ministry in Ontario and throughout all 
of Canada, as our Deaf Deacons and 
priests with Sign Language skills are 
aging, with no young replacements 
coming forward. We are always       
positively impressed by the young 
priests, Deaf as well as hearing priests 
with excellent ASL skills at NCOD 
Pastoral Week. The seminary, of 
course, seemed the perfect place to 
ômake a pitchõ for Deaf Ministry / 
American Sign language learning so . . 
. 
 
We sent an introductory letter to Fr. 
Stevan Wlusek, the rector of St.      
Peterõs Seminary in London in which 
we explained the void in the provision 
of Roman Catholic programs such as, 

sacramental preparation, Mass,       
Reconciliation, bereavement, etc. for 
Deaf individuals. We explained that 
the Deaf rely on Sign Language      
interpreters who are often not      
Catholic and who may be unfamiliar 
with the vocabulary required for     
accurate interpretation. We further 
explained that, through the generosity 
of the Assembly of Catholic Bishops 
of Ontario (ACBO), we provide two 
retreats each year and look to      
American Deaf and fluent ASL-using 
priests to facilitate these retreats. What 
did we want?   We wanted to suggest 
that ASL be made a mandatory course 
in the first year of study for            
seminarians and we desperately hoped 
to ôpiqueõ possible personal interest in 
developing sign language skill in one 
(or many) seminarians. From          
conversations with ASL-using priests 

Good News from  
Ontario, Canada 

~Willi Goodfellow 
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 NCOD  
Board of  Directors 

 What a beautiful opening article we received from our friends up North!  
We all recognize the need to build awareness for priests who can serve our deaf 
community and they took a positive step in addressing that need.  Although we can 
feel like a broken record with repeating the unique needs of our community, if we do 
not advocate and educate, spiritual needs and faith formation will not be adequately 
addressed.  Our compliments to the pastoral workers in Canada for their hard 
work! 
 In keeping with the theme of vocations, you will read about a special cele-
bration for Fr. Tom Coyte in Lakewood, Colorado.  May God continue to bless 
him with the grace needed to serve his community.   NCOD likes to highlight 
priests and religious that serve our deaf community by sharing their vocation stories.  
If you have someone that has served your area, please consider submitting an article 
so they can be recognized for their dedicated service.  These stories also help inspire 
others to consider a religious vocation and discern what God is calling them to do in 
life.  Donõt be shyñitõs okay to brag for God! 
 Not only do we need priests to minister to the deaf, we need quality mate-
rials for catechesis.  NCOD has led the way by developing sacramental preparation 
programs for Reconciliation, 1st Communion, and Confirmation.  The Archdiocese 
of Kansas City in Kansas is working on translating the Youth Catechism into 
ASL and posting it online. What a great resource this will be!  There will also be 
a special presentation on this project at PW2020 in Kansas City (January 9-13).  
Come and join us to learn more about this and other exciting happenings in deaf 
ministry. 
 Now is the time to get registered for PW2020 with our October special.  
You save $101 by registering before October 31!  Donõt miss out on this incredible 
deal and get registered asap.  Our Mass with the local community  will be honoring 
Deacon Patrick Graybill as the first deaf permanent deacon in the United States.  
He was raised in the Kansas City metro area and attended the Kansas School for 
the Deaf.  It will be a beautiful celebration.  We hope you are able to join us for a 
fun-filled and inspiring Pastoral Week 2020! 

 
Be courageous in bringing  people to Christ.  Pray for religious vocations! 

 
NCOD  Board of Directors 

mailto:ncoddeafpw@gmail.com
mailto:ncodicdarep@gmail.com
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it is clear that contact with a Deaf priest is the single 
most compelling factor in touching the hearts of        
seminarians. 
 
Fr. Stevan responded immediately with suggested dates 
that we might present at his monthly rectorõs meeting. 
In looking for support in our quest, we had to choose 
from the many wonderful priests we have worked with. 
Ultimately we decided to approach Fr. Mike Depcik 
and Msgr. Glenn Nelson, one Deaf and one a fluent 
ASL-using priest and neither living prohibitively far 
away across the country!  To our great delight, both 
were pleased and able to make plans to join us in doing 
a presentation to the seminarians in London at St.    
Peterõs. When we were in Fort Worth we approached 
seven or eight priests for testimonials, òWhat motivated 
you to learn sign language and work in Deaf Ministry?ó 
Their amazing responses became part of a flyer         
distributed to the seminarians. Very compel-
ling!                                                                               
                                                                          
On March 4, 2019, our little team met at St. Peterõs in 
London. The rector, Fr. Stevan, welcomed us to Mass, 
dinner with the seminarians and then to present at his 
monthly meeting. Those with greater distances to travel 
were welcome to sleep over in the seminary. Fr. Mike 
Depcik, Msgr. Glenn Nelson, Fr. Mikeõs interpreter, 
Darlene Graham, we pastoral workers, Alanna and  
Willi, and even Alannaõs sweet husband, Ted, became 
an energetic, faith-filled and motivational team. Fr. 
Mike was the main celebrant at Mass with Msgr.      
Nelson concelebrating, and Darlene interpreting.  It 
was amazing! Most, if not all of the priests and       
seminarians in attendance at Mass had never been    
exposed to American Sign Language, especially not 
with a Deaf priest! The Mass was very moving for all 
present. 
 
After dinner, we assembled in the meeting room where 
various house-keeping items were discussed by the    
rector with a few seminarians coming forward to      
up-date colleagues on events coming up in their           
calendar. In no time, it was our turn to ômake our pitchõ 
for American Sign Language and inclusion of the Deaf 
in the Church! Fr. Mike and Msgr. Nelson in turn      
addressed the group from their particular perspective. 
Fr. Mike shared his personal journey, telling of growing 
up as a Deaf child in an all-Deaf family. Through         
anecdotes he subtly pointed out how his route through 
the church and on to the priesthood was very different 
from that of a hearing  person. There were challenges, 
struggles, joys and successes.. Although Fr. Mike spoke 

informally, he distributed a more formal hand-out    
describing general challenges faced by Deaf Catholics 
in the church today. Msgr. Nelson then told the          
seminarians of how he and his twin brother learned 
finger spelling first so they could converse and laugh 
and keep their parents in the dark. He described        
personal experiences encountered in his ministry, some 
funny and some very emotional. He went on to tell of 
his great love of the Deaf community and ministry. 
Msgr. impressed upon all present the joy he has derived 
from his ministry with the Deaf . . . no regrets!  
 
The response of the seminarians and seminary staff was 
awesome!  Many stayed around afterwards asking   
questions, taking pictures and just enjoying the            
experience of being together. Their response was very 
moving for us . . .  the love and respect was tangible! 
Now, fingers crossed for the success of our mission, to 
build a future with ASL - using priests is our goal.  
 
After reporting on our presentation to the secretary to 
the Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Ontario, we were 
rewarded with an invitation to present in October to 
the Ontario Bishops at their plenary assembly in      
Toronto.  The ôteamõ is prepared to come together 
again!! 
 
St. Francis de Sales, pray for us. 

(L to R)  Darlene Graham, Fr. Mike Depcik, seminarian Deacon 
Peter Le, Msgr. Glenn Nelson, Alanna McDonald, Willi     
Goodfellow  
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Prayer for Vocations 
God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women to 
serve in your Sonõs Kingdom as priests, deacons, religious, and 
consecrated persons.  Send your Holy Spirit to help us respond 

generously and courageously to your call.  May our community of  
faith support vocations of  sacrificial love in our youth.  We ask 

this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

St. Bernadette Parish Celebrates 
Fr. Tom Coyte 

~Sue Metz 

LAKEWOOD, COñFr. Tom Coyte enjoyed his 70th 
birthday this past year.  Our church, St. Bernadette in 
Lakewood, Colorado, recently celebrated his 45th anni-
versary of ordination to the priesthood on May 25th. 

 

Fr. Tom, speaking from the altar, spoke of enjoying 
carrying on the healing ministry of Jesusñgathering 
the people in prayer and teaching the wisdom of God.  
He added, òWhat a great ministry to which He has 
called me.  My reason for an initial ôyesõ were mostly 
selfish and self-serving but, through His grace, I now 
embrace the joy of priesthood and seek to give myself 
totally to His service. 

 

During the Mass friends came to St. Bernadette from 
Fr. Tomõs past parishes of St. Joseph in Ft. Collins, 
Holy Cross in Thornton, and the deaf community gath-
ered, too.  All enjoyed sharing and celebrating at a re-
ception after Mass. 

 

Sunday, June 2, Fr. Tom celebrated Mass for the deaf 
community and we held our annual picnic after Mass.  
We cooked hamburgers, hot dogs, and brats on the 
grill.  We also celebrated Deacon Joe Benedetto who 
had his 25th anniversary to the Diaconate.  Fr. Tom 
and Deacon Joe enjoyed those who gathered for our 
party, expressing their well wishes and both were grate-
ful for such great support. 

Fr. Tom Coyte has a statue of Jesus the Shepherd holding a 
lamb while two sheep sit on the ground near him.  As a 
young boy, Fr. Tom grew up on a farm where he loved to 
care for the sheep.  This is why the image of a shepherd is a 
favorite model for his life as a priest.  He cherishes saying 
Mass and spreading the word of the Gospel. 
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 Deaf  Ministry Represented at   

Eucharistic Congress 2019 
~Pictures submitted by Stephen Eubanks 


