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NCOD Launches Fall
Webinar Series &
Prepares for Online
Pastoral Week
~Rev. Shawn Carey, NCOD President

When the pandemic upended our daily
lives and routines last spring, we rolled
up our sleeves and jumped right into
the cyber world! However, it took a
great deal of a learning for many of us
to become more familiar with various
virtual meeting platforms and their
techniques. I bet we never imagined a
day filled with many virtual meetings
with our dioceses and Deaf Ministry
colleagues.
With that being said,
in-person meetings have been very
much missed. Needless to say, the
Board of Directors of NCOD, are
definitely disappointed that we will not
be able to get together for “in-person”

Pastoral Week 2021: Workers for the
Harvest in Irvine, California this
January. I never imagined that we
would be experiencing the difference
between “in-person” and “virtual”
meetings in these days. Now, I can
imagine when the pandemic ends, we
will still be saying “in-person meeting”
for a while. Indeed, this has been a
different kind of normal for us.
The Board of Directors have now
been meeting online almost once a
month. The goal of our meetings is to
ensure that NCOD continues its
mission of spreading God’s message

A Pastoral Service for Persons who are Deaf or
Hard of Hearing
Continued—page 3

We are more than half-way through 2020 and we have learned to adjust to all
the new things life has in store for us! Who would have thought that words like
“zoom”, “social distance”, and “virtual” would become such a part of our
everyday vernacular. We are proud of our NCOD members and all the
creative ways you have managed to stay in touch with other and continue to
minister to our brothers and sisters in Christ despite the extra precautions and
hoops it may entail. This is precisely when people need the Gospel’s message of
perseverance, hope, and, yes, even joy more than ever. How blessed we are with
the gift of faith and the skills to share that Good News with others!
A beautiful example of developing a relationship with Christ and taking bold
steps to encourage others to do the same is Todd Honas. You can read his story
on page 4 in this issue of Vision. Todd is a recent graduate from the
University of Nebraska and currently a missionary for FOCUS (Fellowship of
Catholic University Students). The mission of FOCUS is “to share the hope
and joy of the gospel with college and university students inspiring and equipping
them for a lifetime of Christ-centered evangelization, discipleship and friendships
in which they lead others to do the same.” He is serving collegiate studentathletes at the University of South Dakota. Todd says, “There is a famine for
good men in the world and I am humbled to be working with athletes that have
a platform to reach others.”
If you are interested in learning more about FOCUS, check out their website at
www.focus.org. Part of being a FOCUS missionary is that you have to raise
funds to support yourself during your mission. If you would like to help Todd
in his quest to reach others and help him bring Christ’s message of perseverance,
hope, and joy to other young people, please consider making a donation on the
FOCUS website at www.focus.org/missionaries/todd-honas. If you are unable
to make a donation, please join the NCOD Board in keeping Todd and all
the other workers in the Lord’s vineyard in your prayers.
Be courageous in bringing people to Christ. Pray for religious vocations!
NCOD Board of Directors
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to spend long hours sitting in front of their computers,
laptops or even smartphones watching the conference.
This year’s Pastoral Week 2021: Workers for the
Harvest will be different but we can show our resilience
as we continue our network of support for each other
through this challenging time. More details will be
released soon but the basic schedule will look like this:
Thursday, January 7 (evening)
Mass for the Workers of the Harvest

Friday, January 8 (evening)
Keynote
Saturday, January 9 (afternoon)
Keynote
Forum including Fr. David Walsh Award

through the support of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Pastoral Ministry in a new way—which is being more
involved in the cyber world. Our first step has been to
start a webinar series so all of us can stay connected
during the pandemic. We had our first successful
webinar, “Cyber-Catechesis: Using Virtual Formats
with Deaf/Hard of Hearing” on September 16, 2020,
with myself and Sr. Kathleen Schipani, IHM, as the
presenters. In each webinar the Board members will

Sunday, January 10 (afternoon)
Keynote
Closing Remarks
As a friendly reminder, for access to upcoming
webinars and Pastoral Week 2021: Workers for the
Harvest conference, you will need to renew your
NCOD membership for 2020-2021. We welcome all
people to sign up for a membership and join us! You
can register at the NCOD website ncod.org/
membershipform.

Please do not hesitate to let your NCOD Regional
Representative know of your questions about our
upcoming webinars and Virtual Pastoral Week 2021:
Workers for the Harvest. If you have any topic ideas
for future webinars, please let your NCOD Regional
Representative know!
We look forward to having you with us!
take turns to work as a webinar team behind the scenes
to facilitate a smooth and successful experience for all.
This first webinar video is now available on the NCOD
website for viewing at your own convenience.
This process will help us to be ready for our upcoming
“virtual” Pastoral Week which will be held on
Thursday, January 7, 2021, to Sunday, January 10, 2021.
The schedule for Virtual Pastoral Week 2021 will be
limited, unlike what we experienced in the previous
annual Pastoral Week conferences. The reason for this
limited schedule is so our dear participants do not have
3

Breaking Through Silence to
Become a Husker
~Todd Honas, http://www.faithandathletics.com/breaking-silence-become-husker/
Faith and Athletics.com by Thomas Wurtz, reprinted with permission

Silence. My whole life has been in
silence. Yet, my journey back home
to my faith has had a lot of noise.

and was frustrated at the conference
for not being able to hear most of
what was going on.

After my first Catholic Mass away
from home my freshman year, I sat
in the pews for another 20 minutes
and realized I couldn’t hear a single
word of what just happened. I couldn’t hear the prayers, the homily, or
the music. Nothing.

One of the last nights at SEEK is the
night of
adoration. Growing up
in the Catholic Church all my life, I
may have been able to answer on a
test what was in the monstrance in
front of me, but in all reality, I had
no idea. As the Blessed Sacrament
was processed around the arena, I sat
in my chair and observed. As I looked to the left of me,
a middle-aged woman was on her knees sobbing hysterically. I was baffled. The older gentleman to the right of
me had his hands in his hair and was trembling. It was
the strangest thing.

I was born profoundly deaf and grew up in a home of
sign language and captioned TV. Phone calls didn’t
happen for me and drive thru’s were a nightmare. At
school, I used an FM System to try to follow along with
my classmates. My outlet to try to fit in with others
was sports. In the beginning, football was the hardest,
and I did everything I could to keep my hearing aids in.
I taped them. I tried headbands. I even tried putting
pantyhose on my head to keep them from falling out.

I remember mulling over in my head what had
happened that night for the next several nights. Back in
Nebraska, I spent the next weeks with my missionary
asking him about what happened. As I went into the
chapel, I remember noticing that no one else was in
there with me. Yet, as I looked at the tabernacle I knew
I wasn’t alone.

After much trial and error, I was able to play football
since the no-huddle offense was becoming mainstream.
The form of communication was sign language and
blended perfectly with my hearing loss. I was able to go
on to play football at the University of Nebraska where
my head coach Scott Frost used a no-huddle system. I
never heard the whistle during games and practices or
the quarterback’s cadence. I never false-started but
always had a difficult time knowing when the play was
over.

Shortly after, I ended up going to confession for the
first time in a long time. To this day, I have never heard
a homily at Mass, the prayers, or the music. But if the
person I encountered that night in Indianapolis in the
Blessed Sacrament is Jesus himself, in the words of
Simon Peter, “Lord, to whom shall we go?”

In the winter of 2019, I ended up going to Indianapolis
to a national SEEK conference. The only reason I
went was to get a
Varsity Catholic
missionary from
FOCUS to stop
bothering
me
with an invitation
to go. I had been
away from my
faith for a while

Todd Honas graduated from the University of Nebraska and will be
serving other student-athletes as a Varsity Catholic missionary within
FOCUS. His time playing football at Nebraska was fruitful:
•
•

•
•
•

4

Academic All-Big Ten (2017, 2018, 2019)
Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll (Fall 2016, 2017;
Spring 2018, 2019)
Sam Foltz Hero 27 Leadership Award (2018)
Brook Berringer Citizenship Team (2017, 2018, 2019, 2020)
Tom Osborne Citizenship Team (2017, 2018, 2019,
2020)

NATIONAL CATHOLIC
OFFICE FOR THE DEAF

FALL 2020 WEBINAR SERIES
September 16, 2020

Cyber Catechesis:
Using Virtual Formats
with Deaf/Hard of Hearing Youth
Co-Presenters:
Fr. Shawn Carey, Director,
Archdiocese of Boston Deaf Apostolate

Sr. Kathleen Schipani, IHM, Director,
Office for Persons with Disabilities and Deaf Apostolate,
Archdiocese of Philadelphia
Explore aspects of virtual learning for faith formation of Deaf/Hard of Hearing youth. We will consider how to
plan, record and present live distance learning. Platforms, resources and challenges will be discussed.
To register: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/217425606550669580

October 14, 2020

Managing Anxiety and Stress
During a Pandemic:
Support Your Flock

Presenter:
Laureen Lynch-Ryan, MSW, Coordinator
Office of Deaf Ministry, Archdiocese of Washington
Review key aspects of anxiety and stress, address unique issues during COVID-19 and provide tips and resources
for support.
To register: https://attendee.gotowebinar.comregister/7697340466353213451

Webinars will be presented at 6:30 pm Eastern Standard Time and will last 90 minutes.
There will be time for questions.
Webinars will be presented in ASL with a voice interpreter.
NCOD Members can use the links above to register for the webinars.
If you are not an NCOD member, please register for membership online at ncod.org/membershipform or contact ncodoffice@gmail.com for membership information.
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NATIONAL CATHOLIC OFFICE
FOR THE DEAF
FALL 2020 WEBINAR SERIES

DEACON
PATRICK GRAYBILL

THE COMING OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT
November Webinar
Deacon Graybill will compare our current
circumstances and emotions with those of Jesus’
disciples who had just experienced Jesus’
ascension. He will also talk about the gift of the
Holy Spirit, and our daily responsibilities as Jesus’
disciples.
•

Webinars will be presented at 6:30 pm Eastern Time and will last 90
minutes. There will be time for questions.

•

Webinars will be presented in ASL with a voice interpreter.

•

FREE to NCOD members.

•

If you are not a NCOD member, join now!
www.ncod.org/membership-form/
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For deaf Catholics, much
during the COVID-19
pandemic is lost in translation
~Leslie Miller, Catholic Herald (reprinted with permission)

https://www.catholicherald.com/News/Catholic_Living/Health___Wellness/For_deaf_Catholics,_much_during_the_COVID-19_pandemic_is_lost_in_translation/

ARLINGTON—It’s Sunday morning at Holy Spirit

speaks, even to hearing people. Some deaf people read
lips, “but with a mask, lip-reading is an impossibility,”
she added.

Church in Annandale, and Mary “Provie” Rydstrom
comes flying down the aisle with a metal music stand in
one hand and a big red satchel in the other, just in time
to interpret the 10:30 a.m. Mass in American Sign
Language.

She researched the best clear masks online, but this
wraparound style is still not perfect; when she moves,
which she does constantly, light reflects off the plastic,
creating glare. Rydstrom learned ASL decades ago
because her son, now in his 40s, is deaf.
Communication is a primary concern for deaf and
other special needs people during the pandemic, said
Nancy Emanuel, coordinator for diocesan special needs
ministries. “Access to information is a real critical need,
but even the vocabulary is different now, with so many
new health words going on,” she said.

Mary “Provie” Rydstrom (standing, left) interprets in
American Sign Language as Fr. Carroll Oubre, parochial
vicar, gives a homily during Mass at Holy Spirit Church in
Annandale Sept. 6. Rydstrom is assisted by Renee Connor, an
interpreter in training. LESLIE MILLER | CATHOLIC
HERALD

Interpreters may have difficulty conveying new terms
like COVID-19, social distancing and self-quarantining.
“You can spell words, but if it’s a new word and people
don’t understand what it means, communication is
difficult.” ASL has added a new sign for COVID-19,
Emanuel said — a fist hitting an open palm with
fingers spread, simulating the now-common image of
what the virus looks like under a microscope, a ball
with a spiked crown.

A petite woman with flowing gray hair, Rydstrom,
program coordinator for the diocesan Ministry for the
Deaf and Hard of Hearing, has just come from
interpreting the 9 a.m. Mass at Good Shepherd Church
in Alexandria. She barely has time to catch her breath
as she stands in front of the altar pulling song sheets
out of her bag and adjusting a mask with a large clear
plastic window that wraps around her face, so her
mouth can be seen from both front and sides.

Rydstrom said the pandemic has been difficult for the
deaf community, and while some started coming back

“You can spell words, but if it’s a new word and
people don’t understand what it means, communication is difficult.” — Nancy Emanuel, coordinator for diocesan special needs ministries
The safety measures necessitated by the coronavirus
pandemic haven’t been easy for anyone, but “for an
interpreter, it is a challenge,” said Rydstrom, whose
hands flutter like birds with ASL gestures when she

Mary “Provie” Rydstrom (right) interprets in American Sign
Language during Mass at Holy Spirit Church in Annandale
Sept. 6. Rydstrom is assisted by Renee Connor (standing, left)
an interpreter in training. LESLIE MILLER | CATHOLIC HERALD
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to church as soon as public Masses resumed, many
others haven’t returned yet because they have health
conditions that put them at higher risk of complications
from the virus.

but as a distinct culture, with its own complete
languages, which communicate ideas in broader strokes
than written languages. In addition to ASL, there are
more than 135 different sign languages around the
world, including British Sign Language and Australian
Sign Language.
The focus of the diocesan Special Needs Ministry is
mostly on providing religious education, because
“everybody wants equity for their kids and wants them
to be connected with Jesus,” Emanuel said. But in a
nod to the separate needs of the deaf community,
Rydstrom interprets at several Masses and about 10
other ASL interpreters are contracted by parishes on an
hourly basis.

The American Sign Language sign for COVID-19 is a fist
hitting an open palm with fingers spread, simulating the image
of what the virus looks like under a microscope, a ball with a
spiked crown. COURTESY | NORTH CAROLINA DEPT. OF
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Rydstrom sees the challenges of the pandemic as an
“adventure” and a “learning process,” with
opportunities for observation and reflection. “Our
Lord challenges us to learn,” she said. “Only when you
are missing something do you observe its value.”

But those in attendance this Sunday greet Rydstrom
warmly after Mass and say they appreciate her service.
Michael and Ahn Nguyen come to Mass with their two
sons; the older son, Anthony, 17, is deaf and attends
Rydstrom’s ASL religious education class, now on
hold.
Scholastica Ambrosini and her daughter Teresa, who is
deaf, come from Centreville to be with the community;
Scholastica, in her 80s, says they don’t use computers
much, and except for Mass, haven’t socialized except
with family since the pandemic began.
Rydstrom has been sending out emails to about 35
people, but she knows it’s not the same as in-person
communication, especially for those who use ASL, a
physically expressive language where facial expressions
and body language provide a lot of nuance. “Deaf
people miss seeing each other, and miss receiving holy
Communion,” she said.
But she focuses on the positives and silver linings, such
as the wider availability now of interpreted and
live-captioned online Masses from all over the world. A
few dioceses even have priests who know ASL and use
it in their Masses. Arlington has never been so blessed,
she said. “Many seminarians study Spanish, but few
have learned to sign; to have a priest who wants to
dedicate himself to that … we have been praying for a
priest who is inclined that way.”

Mary “Provie” Rydstrom wears a clear
mask as she interprets in American Sign
Language during Mass at Holy Spirit
Church in Annandale Sept. 6. LESLIE MILLER | CATHOLIC HERALD

Find out more
For a full list of interpreted Masses around the diocese,
visit the Ministry for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
website at arlingtondiocese.org/catecheticalresources/ministry-for-the-deaf-and-hard-of-hearing.

Rydstrom explained that “deaf and hard of hearing” is
the preferred terminology in the deaf community,
rather than “hearing-impaired.” Led by activists at
Gallaudet University in Washington and elsewhere,
many deaf people today see deafness not as a disability
8

Don’t Deny Yourself the Lord
We unite our prayers with you as we face the impact of COVID-19. Many places have imposed restrictions and
lockdowns aiming to slow the spread of illness. Masses in many dioceses being limited until further notice. In
light of that, many parishes are using technology to broadcast the Sunday liturgy, in which several of our deaf and
hearing priests now offer live-streaming of ASL Masses for our deaf brothers and sisters who can watch from
home. Here is the list of ASL Masses currently being live-streamed. If you know of others, please email the info
to Fr. Shawn Carey at ncodpresident@gmail.com. Check the NCOD website for updates at www.ncod.org.

Saturdays
Fr. Thomas Rozman – Pastor of St. Joseph Catholic Church, Mechanicsburg, Diocese of Harrisburg, PA
ASL Vigil Mass 4:00pm EST at stjosephmech.org
Fr. Matthew Hysell OP – Ministerial Priest for the Archdiocese of Edmonton & Doctoral Candidate for Sacred
Theology at Dominican University College in Ottawa, Canada
ASL Vigil Mass 7:30pm EST at facebook.com/icdacanadiansection

Sundays
(Masses are organized by time zones)

Fr. Shawn Carey – Director of the Boston Deaf Apostolate, Archdiocese of Boston, MA
ASL Mass 11:00am EST at youtube.com/user/DeafApostolateBoston (recordings at bostondeafcatholic.org)

Fr. Mike Depcik – Director of Catholic Deaf Community, St John’s Deaf Center, Archdiocese of Detroit, MI
ASL Mass 11:30am EST at facebook.com/deafmass
Fr. Seán Loomis – Chaplain & Coordinator for the Philadelphia Deaf Apostolate, Archdiocese of Philadelphia
ASL Mass will be posted after 6pm EST at facebook.com/DeafCatholicPhilly

Monsignor Glenn Nelson J.C.L. – Director of Deaf Apostolate & Vicar General, Diocese of Rockford, IL
ASL Mass 10:00am CST at facebook.com/RockfordDeafApostolate
Fr. Michael Hermes – St. Paul Catholic Church, Olathe, KS
ASL Interpreter 10:00 am CST at https://www.spcatholic.org/
Fr. Dave Korth – Sacred Heart Church, Diocese of Omaha, NE
ASL Interpreter 10:30 am CST at sacredheartchurchomaha.org or YouTube.com/SacredHeartChurchOmaha
Bishop Michael Olson – St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Diocese of Fort Worth, TX
ASL Interpreter 11:00am CST at fwdioc.org
Fr. Tom Coyte – Director of Colorado Catholic Deaf Ministry, Lakewood, CO
ASL & English 10:00 am MST at stbernadettelakewood.org or St Bernadette Parish Lakewood CO FaceBook Page or St. Bernadette Parish Lakewood CO YouTube Channel
Very Reverend Patrick Schafer OFM – Holy Family Church, Archdiocese of Santa Fe, Albuquerque, NM
ASL & English 8:00am MST / ASL& Spanish 10:00am MST at Holy Family Church Albuquerque FaceBook
Page or Holy Family Church Albuquerque YouTube Channel
Fr. Tom Schweitzer with Deacon Tomas Garcia – Holy Angels Catholic Church of the Deaf, Archdiocese of
Los Angeles, CA
ASL & English 8:30 am PST / ASL & Spanish 11:30 am PST at youtube.com/user/hacofthedeaf/live
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Dear NCOD Pastoral Workers,
The Board of Directors hope you are all doing well and staying safe in this
trying time. Please be assured of our prayers and thoughts for all of the
Deaf ministries out there. There has been a tremendous adjustment in
transitioning to “virtual ministry” for the time being. We have heard so
many inspiriting updates from your Regional Representatives in our Board
meetings and we are so grateful for your willingness and dedication in
continuing your Deaf Ministry. We all have not let the pandemic stop us
from serving with Christ to our Deaf brothers and sisters! We look forward
to what you have to offer in the coming months and kindly ask you to share
your progress and resources with your Regional Representatives.
In regard to Pastoral Week 2021: Workers for the Harvest in Irvine,
California, the Board has discussed this with careful deliberation and
realized that safety for our Pastoral Workers is our highest concern. We
have decided to cancel an in-person conference on January 7-11, 2021. In
lieu of the in-person conference, we are now in the process of developing
and planning a “Harvest for the Workers” webinar series. As soon as we
have all the details planned, we will let you know. To help guide you as you
plan your budget, you will need to renew, or purchase, your NCOD
membership in order to access the webinar series. Membership prices
remain the same. We had been looking forward to seeing you all in
California this January! We are truly disappointed that this has to happen,
but with our trust in the Holy Spirit, we can still meet virtually for the time
being and will then rejoice when we meet in-person again on January 6-10,
2022, in Savannah, Georgia. We will celebrate 50 years of NCOD there!
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to let your Regional
Representatives know. We will be in touch soon. Please keep in touch by
checking our NCOD website at www.ncod.org. Meanwhile, enjoy the
beautiful seasons and be sure to take a vacation, even if it is a “stay-cation”!

Board Members At Large
R.Gregory Schott
Naples, FL
rgschoot@comcast.net

In Christ,

Msgr. Glenn L. Nelson, J.C.L.
Rockford, IL
rockfordhi@aol.com

NCOD Board of Directors

Pat Richey
Olathe, KS
Richey1976@yahoo.com
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Pastoral Week 2021:

Workers for the Harvest
NCOD is going virtual

January 7 – 10
The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few;
so ask the master of the harvest to send out
laborers for his harvest.
~Matthew 9:37-38

FREE with your NCOD Membership
JOIN TODAY!
www.ncod.org/membership-form/
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Americans’ right to worship is being
denied by governments.
I won’t be silent anymore.
~Most Reverend Salvatore Joseph Cordileone, Archbishop of San Francisco

I never expected that the most basic religious freedom,
the right to worship — protected so robustly in our
Constitution’s First Amendment — would be unjustly
repressed by an American government.

faith communities, and while indoor retailers had their
plans approved and went into operation, we are still
waiting to hear back.
Meanwhile, the scientific evidence from other
jurisdictions is clear: These safeguards are working. As
three infectious-disease specialists who reviewed the
evidence on more than 1 million public Masses over
the past few months concluded, there have been no
documented outbreaks of covid-19 linked to church
attendance in churches that follow the protocols. We
have demonstrated that we know how to hold Mass
safely. There is no reason not to allow us to put that
knowledge into practice.

But that is exactly what is happening in San Francisco.
For months now, the city has limited worship
services to just 12 people outdoors. Worship inside our
own churches is banned. The city recently announced it
will now allow 50 for outdoor worship, with a goal of
permitting indoor services up to a maximum of 25
people by Oct. 1 — less than 1 percent of the capacity
of San Francisco’s St. Mary’s Cathedral.
This is not nearly enough to accommodate the
hundreds of thousands of Catholics in San Francisco.
In imposing these restrictions, the city is turning a great
many faithful away from their houses of prayer.

Nor do our concerns stem from hostility toward
government. We Catholics respect legitimate authority,
and we recognize that the government has a right to
impose reasonable public health rules, just as we
recognize its right to issue safety codes for our church
buildings. But when government asserts authority over
the church’s very right to worship, it crosses a line. Our
fundamental rights do not come from the state. As the
authors of our Declaration of Independence put it, they
are “self-evident,” that is, they come from God.

People can freely go to parks here, as long as they stay
six feet apart. If they follow proper social distancing
and wear masks, people can eat on an outdoor
patio with no hard numerical limit. Indoor shopping
malls are already open at 25 percent capacity. Catholics
in San Francisco are increasingly noticing the simple
unfairness. As one of my parishioners asked recently,
“Why can I spend three hours indoors shopping for
shoes at Nordstrom’s but can’t go to Mass?”

Even this injustice, though, is not as hurtful as the
simple lack of compassion. I sometimes wonder
whether the increasingly secular elites imposing these
restrictions understand the pain they are unnecessarily
inflicting. The sacraments as we Catholics understand
them cannot be live-streamed. People are being denied
the religious worship that connects them with God and
one another. For hundreds of thousands of San
Franciscans facing the simultaneous challenges of a
pandemic and economic downturn, the church is their
key source of spiritual, emotional and practical help. I
worry about the poor, the jobless and especially the
addicted whose major access to community help is the
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings formerly held in
churches all over the city and the country.

And it is not just San Francisco. According to the
Becket Fund for Religious Liberty, six states with a
combined population of 67 million Americans single
out religious worship for unfavorable treatment
compared to similar secular activities: California, New
Jersey, Maine, Virginia, Connecticut and Nevada.
We Catholics are not indifferent to the very real
dangers posed by covid-19. This is one of the reasons
Catholic churches have developed rigorous protocols
to protect public health in our facilities. We submitted
our safety plans to the city in May along with other
12

As one of my parishioners, Kathryn Reese, wrote
recently in the San Francisco Chronicle: “Even more
than food for my body, this is food for my soul. I need
it. My faith is what got me through all these years,
raising my kids, going through a divorce, working as a
correctional officer and correctional counselor in San
Quentin, and volunteering for my community.” And
the Rev. Moises Agudo, who pastors the
overwhelmingly Latino churches in the Mission
District, echoes the sentiment, saying that his people
have lost many things because of the pandemic but
“the consolations of the Mass should not be one of
those things.”

treatment without resisting. This is why I and other
Catholics from across San Francisco will join in
a public demonstration this Sunday calling on the city’s
mayor, London Breed, to treat religious believers fairly.

At our demonstration, we will not be asking for special
treatment. We just don’t want religious worshipers
singled out for unfavorable treatment relative to people
participating in activities with comparable risk profiles.
All we are seeking is access to worship in our own
churches, following reasonable safety protocols — the
same freedoms now extended to customers of nail
salons, massage services and gyms. It’s only fair, it’s
only compassionate, and, unlike with these other
activities, it’s what the First Amendment demands.

We want to be partners in protecting the public health,
but we cannot accept profoundly harmful and unequal

Religious Education Resources
There are roughly 5.4 million deaf or hard-of-hearing Catholics in the United States. With English as their
second language, many of these Catholics are left searching for scarce resources, often not finding what they
need.

Hands of Grace: The Catholic Sacraments in American Sign Language is an

innovative program that features video presentations by Father Séan Loomis
teaching in ASL, as well as a workbook that is specifically designed with a visual
emphasis to provide a better, dynamic learning experience for the deaf and hard-ofhearing community. Through 7-sessions, participants will gain a deeper
understanding of the sacraments and the Catholic Faith as they:
•
•
•

Learn the story behind the sacraments.
Discover the Church’s teachings about the sacraments.
Live out the abundant grace given to us in the sacraments.

https://ascensionpress.com/collections/hands-of-grace-the-catholic-sacraments-in-american-sign-language

Strengthened in Faith: Confirmation
Inspire and engage parishioners preparing for Confirmation. This comprehensive study program from National Catholic Office for the Deaf includes
12 video lessons and a manual to bring the Sacrament of Confirmation to life,
as Mary, St. Peter, and the saints walk the Confirmands through the Sacrament and show them how to put their faith into action—in American Sign
Language and English (spoken and captioned). Connect with all your parishioners and make their Confirmation preparation a journey they will never forget.
https://www.ncod.org/resources/
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The Religious Signs for Families app is a delightful and
engaging way to learn ASL using religious words that are
not often found in other ASL apps. The goal of the app is
to help families with young Deaf children and Deaf
couples with young children to foster prayer in the home.
This app provides a way for families to connect while
learning religious signs and to bond to one another and
God as they pray in ASL. Users extend beyond the family unit because this app is
perfect for anyone who wants to learn and use ASL to pray. All religious words have
been selected from a Christian prayer context; however, there are many words that
are used in other religious denominations.
http://deafcatholicphilly.org/religious-sign-app/

http://archkcks.com/home/asl-youcat

Have you ever experienced someone asking you a
question about your faith and have no idea how to
answer? You try to find the information but reading
isn’t the best way if you don’t understand what you are
reading. For the first time, the Youth Catechism
(YouCat) has been translated into American Sign
Language. The YouCat explains everything we believe
as Catholics and why we believe it. Check out the link
provided to watch 3 to 5 minute videos posted online.
You can learn about what you believe as a Catholic and
answer those questions from other people. It is
presented in an easy question/ answer format and
includes information from the Catechism of the
Catholic Church. All videos are in ASL with captions
and a voice interpreter so this is a resource accessible
for everyone!

My First Eucharist is a comprehensive home preparation process for families from the National Catholic

Office for the Deaf. This six lesson program is fully online and provides the necessary formation prior to the
reception of the Sacrament of First Eucharist. The program provides lesson plans, activities, video library that
contains lesson videos and glossary of terms in ASL.
https://www.ncod.org/resources/
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Deaf Ministry Set to Provide New
Signed Mass in Portland Despite
Pandemic Challenges
~Harvest Magazine, Roman Catholic Diocese of Portland [Maine]

PORTLAND---Just days after being ordained to the
priesthood, Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., arrived in Maine to
serve as parochial vicar of Our Lady of Hope Parish in
Portland. He brought energy and enthusiasm along for
the ride, as well as valuable experience working with a
special community.

moving their eyes back and forth between an
interpreter and the priest, making the celebration of the
Eucharist a deeper experience.
The pandemic has presented its own set of unique
challenges for the deaf, including the wearing of masks
as an obstacle to easy communication. Fr. Hughes’
generosity and motivation to offer a helping hand has
been gratefully received.

“I first became interested in learning American Sign
Language (ASL) as a Jesuit novice after attending a
sign-interpreted Mass in Syracuse, New York,” said Fr.
Hughes. “The beauty of the language, especially in
prayer, initially made me want to begin learning the
language.”

“I love praying in sign and I am eager to get involved
with deaf ministry here,” said Fr. Hughes. Deaf
Catholics in Maine who are unable to attend the above
Masses can visit www.facebook.com/deafmass to
watch a livestream of an ASL Mass each Sunday at
11:30 a.m. or watch a replay of the Mass at any
time. To view weekly homilies signed by Fr. Michael
Depcik, visit www.frmd.org.

Fr. Hughes attended Gallaudet University in
Washington, D.C. to begin studying ASL in 2010.
Gallaudet is a federally chartered private university for
the deaf and hearing-impaired.
“I have since worked with deaf Catholic communities
in St. Louis, Missouri; Rochester, New York; and
Toronto, Ontario, where I also served as a deacon in
the St. Francis de Sales deaf ministry,” said Fr. Hughes.
To the excitement of the local deaf community,
Portland will soon be added to the list. Our Lady of
Hope Parish will offer a signed Mass on the third
Sunday of each month at St. Pius X Church, located
on 492 Ocean Avenue in Portland, at 9 a.m. The
Masses will begin on Sunday, September 20.
“We are so pleased to be offering this new ministry to
the deaf and hearing-impaired community,” said Fr.
Paul Sullivan, S.J., pastor of Our Lady of Hope Parish.
“The Masses will be ‘said’ so they’re open to anyone as
usual, but they will also be signed. We especially reach
out to members of the deaf community to join us for
prayer either in-person or on our website
(www.ladyofhopemaine.org) for live-streaming.”

“Diocesan ministerial services is assessing the needs of
the deaf community and trying to implement
opportunities, services, and programs to support and
encourage deaf Catholics in Maine, which includes an
invitation to be more active in their parishes through
sharing their gifts,” said Deacon Peter Bernier, who
oversees this and other specialized ministries.
“The deaf community is an important part of the
parishes in which they live,” said Bishop Robert P.
Deeley. “The diocese wants to reach out to the current
and new generations of deaf Catholics to make sure
that their needs are being met in terms of having
children baptized, catechized, and that they feel
welcome at Masses in their churches.”
For more information about opportunities for deaf
Catholics in Maine, contact Deacon Bernier at (207)
321-7845 or peter.bernier@portlanddiocese.org.
See next page for pictures of the Ordination of
Fr. Kevin Hughes, SJ

Mass in American Sign Language allows those who are
hard of hearing to focus solely on the liturgy instead of
15

Ordination Celebrated in Philadelphia
This past August 8, 2020, Archbishop Nelson Perez ordained four Jesuits at St. Joseph’s University. Among them
was newly ordained Fr. Kevin Hughes, SJ from Cherry Hill, NJ. Father Kevin is a good friend of Fr. Joseph
Bruce, SJ, the first Deaf Jesuit to be ordained. Father Joe Bruce was the one chosen to vest Fr, Kevin Hughes.
Pictures by Sarah Webb, Archdiocese of Philadelphia

Prayer
for
Vocations
God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women to serve in your Son’s Kingdom as

priests, deacons, religious, and consecrated persons. Send your Holy Spirit to help us respond
generously and courageously to your call. May our community of faith support vocations of
sacrificial love in our youth. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Marriage Enrichment: Every Day in Love
We are Brad and Libby DuPont. We wanted to introduce ourselves and invite you to our upcoming marriage formation
course Every Day in Love.
We’ve been married for 17 years and live in Overland Park, KS with our 15-year-old son, Isaac, and our 10-year-old daughter, Maggie. Isaac is a sophomore at St. James Academy in Lenexa and Maggie, who is hard of hearing, attends the Kansas
School for the Deaf. Brad is legally blind so learning ASL is very challenging for him, but Libby took two semesters at a
local community college before classes went all-virtual. Isaac will take it in school next year. Through Maggie, we are slowly
getting to know the Deaf community here in Kansas City. We have so appreciated the welcome we have received as everyone has been happy to get to know us and is very patient with our developing ASL skills!
We love the marriage enrichment course we are going to be facilitating this fall. When we encountered these skills nine years
ago, we had a good marriage. We loved one another but we didn’t always know how to get past hurt feelings or to connect
when we felt very differently about things or to make tough decisions we could both get behind. We were blown away at
what a difference a few simple practices could make in our lives! We can honestly say that we are way more in love now
than we were on our wedding day...and the good news is that we’re nobody special. We have seen these skills make a big
difference in the lives of hundreds of couples.

This is why we were so excited when a Deaf couple in our Archdiocese expressed interest in learning the skills in this course.
Since many places are not yet meeting in person, we were planning to do the course via Zoom anyway which also makes it a
perfect opportunity to open it up to the whole country! We have been working with Joan Macy, NCOD Midwest Regional
Representative, and we are confident this course will be a great experience for Deaf and hearing couples alike. We would
LOVE to have you join us and to spread the word to any married couple you know. The course is Catholic but we have had
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many non-Catholics join us and feel welcome since it is very much about relationship. We are planning to record the sessions
for the use of registered participants so if you have a conflict one or more of the days, or if your time zone makes it difficult
to join live, we will be able to get you the link to watch at your convenience. Read more details about the course and register
at: archkck.org/everyday. There is not a place to indicate you are Deaf, but we would love to know you are coming.
Please send me a quick email after you register. I’m happy to answer any questions at libby@pmrc.org.
We hope you can join us!
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The Challenge of
Forming Consciences
for Faithful Citizenship
Part II of II: Making Moral Choices and Applying Our Principles
This brief document is Part II of a summary of the US bishops’ reflection, Forming Conscience for Faithful
Citizenship, which complements the teaching of bishops in dioceses and states.

Doing Good and Avoiding Evil

Part I of the summary of the US bishops’ reflection, Formatting Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, considered the
core principles that underlie Catholic engagement in the
political realm. Part II is a consideration of the process by
which these principles are applied to the act of voting and
taking positions on policy issues. It begins with the general considerations of the nature of conscience and the
role of prudence. The application of prudential judgment
does not mean that all choices are equally valid or that the
bishops’ guidance and that of other church leaders is just
another political opinion or policy preference among
many others. Rather, Catholics are urged to listen carefully to the Church’s teachers when they apply Catholic social teaching to specific proposals and situations.

There are some things we must never do, as individuals or
as a society, because they are always incompatible with
love of God and neighbor. These intrinsically evil acts
must always be rejected and never supported. A preeminent example is the intentional taking of innocent human
life, as in abortion. Similarly, human cloning, destructive
research on human embryos, and other acts that directly
violate the sanctity and dignity of human life including
genocide, torture, and the targeting of noncombatants in
acts of terror or war, can never be justified. Nor can violations of human dignity, such as acts of racism, treating
workers as mere means to an end, deliberately subjecting
workers to subhuman living conditions, treating the poor
as disposable, or redefining marriage to deny its essential
meaning, ever be justified.

How Does the Church Help the Catholic
Faithful to Speak About Political and Social
Questions?

Opposition to intrinsically evil acts also prompts
us to recognize our positive duty to contribute to the
common good and act in solidarity with those in need.
Both opposing evil and doing good are essential. As St.
John Paul II said, “The fact that only the negative commandments oblige always and under all circumstances
does not mean that in the moral life prohibitions are more
important than the obligation to do good indicated by the
positive commandment.”1 The basic right to life implies
and is linked to other human rights such as a right to the
goods that every person needs to live and thrive—
including food, shelter, health care, education, and meaningful work.

A Well-Formed Conscience
The Church equips its members to address political questions by helping them develop well-formed consciences.
“Conscience is a judgment of reason whereby the human
person recognized the moral quality of a concrete
act…[Every person] is obliged to follow faithfully what he
[or she] knows to be just and right” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1778). We Catholics have a lifelong obligation to form our consciences in accord with human reason, enlightened by the teaching of Christ as it comes to
us through the Church.

Avoiding Two Temptations
Two temptations in public life can distort the Church’s
defense of human life and dignity: The first is a moral
equivalence that makes no ethical distinctions between
different kinds of issues involving human life and dignity.
The direct and intentional destruction of innocent human
life from the moment of conception until natural death is
always wrong and is not just one issue among many. It
must always be opposed. The second is the misuse of
these necessary moral distinctions as a way of dismissing
or ignoring other serious threats to human life and dignity. Racism and other unjust discrimination, the use of the
death penalty, resorting to unjust war, environmental degradation, the use of torture, war crimes, the failure to respond to those who are suffering from hunger or a lack of
health care or housing, pornography, human trafficking,
redefining civil marriage, compromising religious liberty,

The Virtue of Prudence
The Church also encourages Catholics to develop the virtue of prudence, which enables us “to discern our true
good in every circumstance and to choose the right means
of achieving it” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1806).
Prudence shapes and informs our ability to deliberate over
available alternatives, to determine what is most fitting to
a specific context, and to act. Prudence must be accompanied by courage, which calls us to act. As Catholics
seek to advance the common good, we must carefully
discern which public policies are morally sound. At times,
Catholics may choose different ways to respond to social
problems, but we cannot differ on our obligation to protect human life and dignity and help build, through moral
means, a more just and peaceful world.
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or unjust immigration policies are all serious moral issues
that challenge our consciences and require us to act.

•

Protect the fundamental understanding of marriage as
the life-long and faithful union of one man and one
woman as the central institution of society; promote
the complementarity of the sexes and reject false
“gender” ideologies; provide better support for family
life morally, socially, and economically, so that our
nation helps parents raise their children with respect
for life, sound moral values, and an ethic of stewardship and responsibility.

•

Achieve comprehensive immigration reform that offers a path to citizenship, treats immigrant workers
fairly, prevents the separation of families, maintains
the integrity of our borders, respects the rule of law,
and addresses the factors that compel people to leave
their own countries.

•

Help families and children overcome poverty and ensure access to and choice in education, as well as decent work at fair, living wages and adequate, assistance
for the vulnerable in our nation, while also helping to
overcome widespread hunger and poverty around the
world, especially in the policy areas of development
assistance, debt relief, and international trade.

•

Ensure full conscience protection and religious freedom for individuals and groups to meet social needs,
and so enable families, community groups, economic
structures, and government to work together to overcome poverty, pursue the common good, and care for
creation.

•

Provide health care while respecting human life, human dignity, and religious freedom in our health care
system.

•

Continue to oppose policies that reflect racism, hostility toward immigrants, religious bigotry, and other
forms of unjust discrimination.

•

Establish and comply with moral limits on the use of
military force—examining for what purposes it may be
used, under what authority, and at what human cost—
with a special view to seeking a responsible and effective response for ending the persecution of Christians
and other religious minorities in the Middle East and
other parts of the world.

•

Join with other around the world to pursue peace,
protect human rights and religious liberty, and advance
economic justice and care for creation.

Making Moral Choices
The bishops do not tell Catholics how to vote; the responsibility to make political choices rests with each person and his or her properly formed conscience, aided by
prudence. This exercise of conscience begins with always
opposing policies that violate human life or weaken its
protection.
When morally flawed laws already exist, prudential judgment is needed to determine how to do what is
possible to restore justice—even if partially or gradually—
without ever abandoning a moral commitment to full protection for all human life from conception to natural
death (see St. John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae, no. 73).
Prudential judgment is also needed to determine
the best way to promote the common good in areas such
as housing, health care, and immigration. When church
leaders make judgments about how to apply Catholic
teaching to specific policies, this may not carry the same
binding authority as universal moral principles but cannot
be dismissed as one political opinion among others.
These moral applications should inform the consciences
and guide the action of Catholics.
As Catholics we are not single-issue voters. A
candidate’s position on a single issue is not sufficient to
guarantee a voter’s support. Yet a candidate’s position on
a single issue that involves an intrinsic evil, such as support for legal abortion or the promotion of racism, may
legitimately lead a voter to disqualify a candidate from
receiving support.1

What Public Policies Should Concern Catholics Most?
As Catholics, we are led to raise questions about political
life other than those that concentrate on individual, material well-being. We focus more broadly on what protects
or threatens the dignity of every human life. Catholic
teaching challenges voters and candidates, citizens and
elected officials, to consider the moral and ethical dimensions of public policy issues. In light of ethical principles,
we bishops offer the following policy goals that we hope
will guide Catholics as they form their consciences and
reflect on the moral dimensions of their public choices:
•

Notes
1. Veritatis Splendor, no. 52.

Address the preeminent requirement to protect human
life—by restricting and bringing to an end the destruction of unborn children through abortion and providing women in crisis pregnancies with the supports they
need. End the following practices: the use of euthanasia and assisted suicide to deal with the burdens of
illness and disability; the destruction of human embryos in the name of research; the use of the death penalty to combat crime; and the imprudent resort to war to
address international disputes.
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Pandemic Creates Unique Challenges for
Deaf Catholics
~Joyce Duriga, Catholic News Service, Reprinted with permission, https://www.catholicnews.com/pandemic-creates-unique-challenges-for-deaf-catholics/

CHICAGO (CNS) — COVID-19 has forced people
to adapt to new ways of doing things. For those who
are deaf, face masks require extra adjustments.

Technology has been helpful for deaf people who can
talk to each other through video apps, but it’s not the
same as in person socialization, he said. Before the
pandemic, the deaf center would have hospitality
before and after Mass and people would stay for
hours. That’s not possible right now because of social
distancing. The eight centers for the deaf around
Chicago are also closed because of the pandemic.

“All of the deaf face challenges with COVID,
especially trying to understand people with masks,”
said Susan Rangel, after Mass Aug. 16 at Chicago’s St.
Francis Borgia Deaf Center. “It’s a challenge because
in the past, half of the face wasn’t covered.
Misunderstandings can happen quite frequently and
that can cause frustrations with both parties.”

People with disabilities spend their lives adapting,
Father Mulcrone said, so in some ways they are better
equipped to deal with the changes brought about by
the pandemic.

Masks with clear panels over the mouth are not a
perfect fix because sign language is communicated
using not just the mouth but all of the face along with
arms and hands. Because the face is not in full view,
just focusing on the mouth can be a distraction,
Rangel explained.

“In that sense, I’ve run into the deaf less complaining
about things and feeling sorry for themselves,” he said.
“They’ve just been saying, ‘OK, well, I guess we have
to do things differently.'”

“We’re not lip readers. Sure, some people are lip
readers, but the full face is what is needed for that full
use of language and facial expressions,” she said. “If
the full mask were clear then that might help or be
more effective.”

But the community is happy to be back celebrating
Mass together at the center, even if there are
restrictions.

“It’s really important for me to be able to see the Mass
in my language. The local churches near my home
don’t have that language access. There’s nobody to
sign the Mass,” said Rangel. “While I have my
daughters who can interpret for me, it is still not the
same as having the priest up on the altar signing the
Mass.” Mass in American Sign Language allows her to
focus solely on the liturgy and not keep moving her
eyes back and forth between an interpreter and the
priest or other ministers. It makes the celebration of
the Eucharist a deeper experience, she said.

Jimmy Smith, who has been attending Mass at the deaf
center since 1994, said he is good at reading people’s
lips, but masks make that impossible.

“Some people get upset because they start talking to
me and I ignore them because even though they are
standing right there I don’t know that they are talking
to me. Without the mask I could tell,” he said. “It’s
hard.”
It’s not just masks that have challenged the deaf
during the pandemic, said Father Joe Mulcrone, the
center’s director.

Father Mulcrone is not deaf, but his grandparents
were, and he grew up speaking to them in sign
language. He both signs and speaks the Mass, making
it accessible to deaf and hearing people.

“One of the things to understand about the deaf, they
already live isolated lives,” he said. “Now, when you
knock out all of these other things that used to
provide socialization and companionship for them,
they’re really left out.”

Rangel said growing up she didn’t have the
opportunity to go to a Mass in sign language. In
college, a deaf friend told her about the deaf center,
and she couldn’t believe it.
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Smith had a similar
experience. When
attending Masses in
English, he would
follow along in the
missal but once the
priest started his
homily, Smith zoned
out.

Every Sunday, the
center offers Mass
both in spoken
English and ASL. The
majority of the people
who attend Mass at the
center were either
born deaf or became
deaf early in life. There
are also families with
deaf children who
attend Mass.

“But when I first came
here and I saw Father
Joe sign the Mass I Iris Martinez shares the sign of peace in American Sign Language during Mass at the
was like …” he said, St. Francis Borgia Deaf Center Aug. 16, 2020. (CNS photo/Karen Callaway, Chicadropping his jaw open go Catholic)
Bryan Swateck, the
in astonishment. “I
head usher at the deaf
had been going to another church. I told them, ‘I’m center, calls it his second home.
leaving here. I found my church.’ I’ve been here since
1993.”
“I would love to see all of the deaf people come and be
able to socialize with one another and be amongst each
Smith helps Father Mulcrone with tech support and other in faith to worship God to help their faith grow,”
manages the deaf center’s website and social media. He Swateck said.
said people all over the world check in on the center’s
Facebook page and many deaf people visit the center For information about the center, visit deafchurchfrom out of town or out of state because they want to chicago.weconnect.com.
see how the ministry works.

Pope Francis: Gossip is Worse than
COVID-19
September 6, 2020 (CNS)
When we see a mistake, a fault, a slip in a brother or sister,
usually the first thing we do is to go and recount it to others,
to gossip. And gossip closes the heart to the community,
closes off the unity of the Church. The great gossiper is the
devil, who always goes around recounting bad things about
others, because he is the liar who seeks to divide the Church,
to distance brothers and sisters and not create community.
Please, brothers and sister, let us make an effort not to gossip.
Gossip is a plague worse than COVID! Let’s try: no gossip.
To view the entire video published by Catholic News Service, go to
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDSdJjRH_1I&feature=youtu.be
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Learning Our Faith:
The Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church
This edition is pulled from Part One: The Profession of Faith; Section Two—The Profession of the Christian Faith;
Chapter Three “I Believe in the Holy Spirit”

The Faithful: Hierarchy, Laity, Consecrated Life
What is the vocation of the lay faithful? (897-900, 940)
The lay faithful have as their own vocation to see the Kingdom of God by illuminating and ordering temporal affairs
according to the plan of God. They carry out in this way their call to holiness and to the apostolate, a call given to all the
baptized.
How do the lay faithful participate in the priestly office of Christ? ( 901-903)
They participate in it especially in the Eucharist by offering as a spiritual sacrifice “acceptable to God through Jesus Christ”
(1 Peter 2:5) their own lives with all of their works, their prayers, their apostolic undertakings, their family life, their daily
work and hardships borne with patience and even their consolations of spirit and body. In this way, even the laity, dedicated
to Christ and consecrated by the Holy Spirit, offer to God the world itself.

How does the laity participate in the prophetic office? (904-907, 942)
They participate in it by welcoming evermore in faith the Word of Christ and proclaiming it to the world by the witness of
their lives, their words, their evangelizing action, and by catechesis. This evangelizing action acquires a particular efficacy
because it is accomplished in the ordinary circumstances of the world.
How do they participate in the kingly office? (908-913, 943)
The laity participate in the kingly function of Christ because they have received from him the power to overcome sin in
themselves and in the world by self-denial and the holiness of their lives. They exercise various ministries at the service of
the community and they imbue temporal activities and the institutions of society with moral values.
What is the consecrated life? (914-916, 944)
The consecrated life is a state of life recognized by the Church. It is a free response to a special call from Christ by which
those consecrated give themselves completely to God and strive for the perfection of charity moved by the Holy Spirit. This
consecration is characterized by the practice of the evangelical counsels.
What can the consecrated life give to the mission of the Church? (931-933, 945)
The consecrated life participates in the mission of the Church by means of a complete dedication to Christ and to one’s
brothers and sisters witnessing to the hope of the heavenly Kingdom.

I Believe in the Communion of Saints
What is the meaning of the “communion of saints”? (946-953, 960)
This expression indicates first of all the common sharing of all the members of the Church in holy things (sancta): the faith,
the sacraments, especially the Eucharist, the charisms, and the other spiritual gifts. At the root of this communion is love
which “does not seek its own interests” (1 Corinthians 13:5) but leads the faithful to “hold everything in common” (Acts
4:32), even to put one’s own material goods at the service of the most poor.
What else does “the communion of saints” mean? (954-959, 961-962)
This expression also refers to the communion between holy persons (sancti); that is, between those who by grace are united
to the dead and risen Christ. Some are pilgrims on the earth; others, having passed from this life, are undergoing purification
and are helped also by our prayers. Others already enjoy the glory of God and intercede for us. All of these together form
in Christ one family, the Church, to the praise and glory of the Trinity.

Mary, Mother of Christ, Mother of the Church
In what sense is the Blessed Virgin Mary the Mother of the Church? (963-964, 973)
The Blessed Virgin Mary is the Mother of the Church in the order of grace because she gave birth to Jesus, the Son of God,
the Head of the body, which is the Church. When he was dying on the cross Jesus gave his mother to his disciples with the
word, “Behold, your mother” (John 19:27).
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How does the Virgin Mary help the Church? (967-970)
After the Ascension of her Son, the Virgin Mary aided the beginnings of the Church with her prayers. Even after her
Assumption into heaven, she continues to intercede for her children, to be a model of faith and charity for all, and to exercise
over them a salutary influence deriving from the superabundant merits of Christ. The faithful see in Mary an image and an
anticipation of the resurrection that awaits them and they invoke her as advocate, helper, benefactress and mediatrix.
What kind of devotion is directed to the holy Virgin? (971)
It is a singular kind of devotion which differs essentially from the cult of adoration given only to the Most Holy Trinity. This
special veneration directed to Mary finds particular expression in the liturgical feasts dedicated to the Mother of God and in
Marian prayers such as the holy Rosary which is a compendium of the whole Gospel.
In what way is the Blessed Virgin Mary the eschatological icon of the Church? (972, 974-975)
Looking upon Mary, who is completely holy and already glorified in body and soul, the Church contemplates in her what she
herself is called to be on earth and what she will be in the homeland of heaven.

I Believe in the Forgiveness of Sins
How are sins remitted? (976-980, 984-985)
The first and chief sacrament for the forgiveness of sins is Baptism. For those sins committed after Baptism, Christ
instituted the sacrament of Reconciliation or Penance through which a baptized person is reconciled with God and with the
Church.
Why does the Church have the power to forgive sins? (981-983, 986-987)
The Church has the mission and the power to forgive sins because Christ himself has conferred it upon her: “Receive the
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained” (John 20: 22-23).

I Believe in the Resurrection of the Body
What is the meaning of the term “body” (or “flesh”) and what importance does it have? (990, 1015)
The resurrection of the flesh is the literal formulation in the Apostles Creed for the resurrection of the body. The term
“flesh” refers to humanity in its state of weakness and mortality. “The flesh is the hinge of salvation” (Tertullian). We
believe in God the Creator of the flesh; we believe in the Word made flesh in order to redeem flesh; and we believe in the
resurrection of flesh which is the fulfillment of both the creation and the redemption of the flesh.

What is meant by the “resurrection of the body”? (990)
This means that the definitive state of man will not be one in which his spiritual soul is separated from his body. Even our
mortal bodies will one day come to life again.
What is the relationship between the Resurrection of Christ and our resurrection? (988-991, 1002-1003)
Just as Christ is truly risen from the dead and now lives forever, so he himself will raise everyone on the last day with an incorruptible body: “Those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection
of condemnation” (John 5:29).
What happens to our body and our soul after death? (992-1004, 1016-1018)
After death, which is the separation of the body and the soul, the body becomes corrupt while the soul, which is immortal,
goes to meet the judgment of God and awaits its reunion with the body when it will rise transformed at the time of the
return of the Lord. How the resurrection of the body will come about exceeds the possibilities of our imagination and
understanding.
What does it mean to die in Christ Jesus? (1005-1014, 1019)
Dying in Christ Jesus means to die in the state of God’s grace without any mortal sin. A believer in Christ, following his
example, is thus able to transform his own death into an act of obedience and love for the Father. “This saying is sure: If we
have died with him, we will also live with him” (2 Timothy 2:11).

I Believe in Life Everlasting
What is life everlasting? (1020, 1051)
Eternal life is that life which begins immediately after death. It will have no end. It will be preceded for each person by a
particular judgment at the hands of Christ who is the Judge of the living and the dead. This particular judgement will be
confirmed in the final judgement.
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New Member

Renewal

Vision Subscription Only

Name:

Title:

Address:

City:
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