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There is a St. Corona?!
~Fr. Christopher Klusman, Director of the Deaf Apostolate, Archdiocese of Milwaukee
http://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/Resources/Deaf-Apostolate/Hand-n-Hand-Newsletter-Summer-2020.pdf

Ever since the COVID-19 pandemic
caused many changes in our lives since
March 2020, we have learned about
the ASL sign for “COVID-19” and
“Coronavirus,” as well as to learn
more about the virus itself, which has
a crown-like structure. The Latin
word, “corona,” means “crown.” The
word “coronae” means “crowns.” This
was how the name “Coronavirus”
came about.
I still won’t forget learning about
something else too from one of my
priest “housemates” who told me that
there is a St. Corona!

What is interesting is that, due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, there was a new
sudden growth of high and renewed
interest in this saint named Corona,
who was nearly forgotten for many
centuries! How many of us knew there
is a St. Corona?

We know that she is a female martyr.
But what about her name? She was
named “Corona” because of the
“crown” she received at her
martyrdom and for her faith, which
tells us that her name has been
replaced or lost. This reminded me of
St. Roman, whose parish that I had
served several years ago in Milwaukee,
WI. St. Roman is not his real name but
may have been part of his name. St.
[Unknown Name] the Roman Soldier
overtime became St. Roman. One
thing we know about St. Corona is
that she wasn’t named because of a

A Pastoral Service for Persons who are Deaf or
Hard of Hearing
Continued—page 3

Have you ever prayed for patience? Prayed to be more generous with
your time, talents, and/or treasure? Prayed that you will have the heart of
Christ to serve others? Prayed for missionaries to bring the Gospel to others?
Prayed that you could evangelize and share the message of salvation? Well,
2020 was an answer to our prayers. It provided us opportunities time and time
again to exercise patience with others (and with ourselves!), share Christ’s love
by helping others that experienced financial or domestic needs, and help others
find strength and encouragement in the truth of the Gospel.
Many of us could relate to St. Paul’s letter to the Corinthians (2 Cor:
12:8-10) where he prayed three times for a thorn to be removed. God replied,
“My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” St.
Paul states, “Therefore, I am content with weakness, insults, hardships,
persecutions, and constraints, for the sake of Christ, for when I am weak, then
I am strong.” Our Catholic faith gives us the grace to know that we are not
always in control. In allowing our trust in God’s providence to develop and
grow, we receive a sense of freedom. This gives us hope. We are a people of
hope! It is our duty to share that hope with a world that desperately needs it.
As we have learned to create new ways to meet the ministerial needs of
our community, we have been given a wonderful opportunity to share this hope
in a new way—a virtual Pastoral Week 2021. The schedule of speakers and
events can be found on page 3. The best news is that your NCOD

membership includes access to PW 2021: Workers for the
Harvest! No additional costs to attend a lineup of national speakers and

time to network with other pastoral workers. You will also have access to the
NCOD webinar series. This is the year to encourage as many as possible to
join NCOD so they can also benefit from this chance to grow in their faith.
Start 2021 with the gift of spending time with Christ and with the
deaf Catholic community. Allow yourself to be fed and strengthened so you can
join St. Paul in bringing others to Jesus through the gift of our Catholic faith.
Be courageous in bringing people to Christ. Pray for religious vocations!
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Schedule
Thursday, January 7

Opening Mass with Fr. Shawn Carey

7:00 pm EST / 6:00 pm CST / 5:00 pm MST / 4:00 pm PST

Friday, January 8

Deaf Leadership & Vocation in Deaf Catholic History
Lana Portolano
7:00 pm EST / 6:00 pm CST / 5:00 pm MST / 4:00 pm PST

Saturday, January 9

A Bridge for the Deaf
Fr. Sean Loomis

2:00 pm EST / 1:00 pm CST / 12:00 pm MST / 11:00 am PST

Member Forum

4:00 pm EST / 3:00 pm CST / 2:00 MST / 1:00 pm PST

Sunday, January 10

FOCUS: Fellowship of Catholic University Students
Todd Honas
3:00 pm EST / 2:00 CST / 1:00 pm MST / 12:00 pm PST

This year Pastoral Week is FREE with 2021 Membership but you must
register for each session. Details at:

Pastoral Week 2021: Workers for the Harvest
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Continued from page 1

pandemic.

What made sense was that she is a
patron saint of lumberjacks, since
she was torn apart between two
palm trees.

Sadly, as is common with the
early martyrs, not much is
known about her. She was a
young woman who was killed
for her Catholic faith in the
second century A.D. “The German Catholic news
agency KNA reports the church’s martyr records put
the year of her death at 177 A.D. It is not certain where
she lived.”

Over time, people also came to
believe that St. Corona could be a
patron saint for treasure hunters, as
the word “coronae” (crowns) was
also the name associated with coins. Because the
COVID-19 pandemic had caused problems with the
economy, people thought about calling for her
intercession for help. Which leads us to another
question: Do we have her relics? The answer is yes. It is
at the Aachen Cathedral. The Aachen Cathedral is a
mighty 9thcentury cathedral in western Germany. It has
many fascinating facts. It is the burial place of
Charlemagne, the first Holy Roman Emperor, who
died in 814 A.D. This place is where many German
kings and queens were crowned. It is still one of the
most-visited churches today.

Crux, “Pandemic casts spotlight on a nearly forgotten martyr: St. Corona.”
March 28, 2020.

According to the Rhode Island Catholic article (from
April 24, 2020):
The earliest reliable English source about [St.] Corona that
I could locate was a 1916 edition of “The Roman
Martyrology,” [Elizabeth] Harper explains. The
Martyrology is the official catalogue of saints recognized by
the global Church; the 1916 printing identifies May 14 as
the Feast Day of Saints Victor and Corona.

There is a fascinating story about her relics in the
Aachen Cathedral and her presence in the nearby areas.
I found it best to quote the passage from the CRUX
article from March 28, 2020:

The entry is remarkably brief: it states that Victor was a
Roman soldier in Syria who was martyred for his Christian
faith during the persecutions organized by Emperor
Antoninus Pius. Corona was in the crowd at the public
execution, where she experienced a vision of two crowns
descending from heaven — one for Victor, and another for
some other individual who was about to die for Christ.
When she described the revelation to those around her, she
was accused of also being a Christian and was martyred by
being “torn to pieces between two trees” (apparently meaning
that she was tied to the ends of two palm trees which had
been bent down, and was then torn apart when the trees were
released)… She is not the only saint whose name derives
from their receiving the“crown of martyrdom.” The name of
St. Stephen, the Church’s first martyr, comes from the Greek
word stephanos, meaning crown – which explains why the
exact same St. Corona is venerated by the Greek Orthodox
under the slightly less exotic name of “St. Stephanie.”

[St. Corona] is above all
revered in Germany’s
southern state of Bavaria
and in Austria, KNA
reports. A chapel is
dedicated to her in
Sauerlach, near Munich. In the Bavarian Diocese of Passau,
two churches recall her name, while in the province of Lower
Austria and outside of Vienna there are two towns named
“Sankt Corona.” In the cathedral of Munster in
northwestern Germany, there is a St. Corona statue,
currently decorated with flowers placed at its base. Some relics
of the martyr were taken to the Prague cathedral in the 14th
century. One interesting note says that “King Otto III
brought Corona’s relics to Aachen in 997. They were
initially kept in a tomb underneath a slab on the cathedral
floor for hundreds of years before they were moved to the
shrine in the early 20th century.”

She was killed for comforting
St. Victor, the new martyr. This
is why they share the same day
of May 14 and that they can be
pictured together. Sadly, there
are a lot of misconceptions and
misunderstandings about St.
Corona. One misconception was that she was labeled
as the patron saint of pandemics, which is not true.

https://www.dw.com/en/was-st-corona-the-patron-saint-of-epidemics/a53424801

Again from the CRUX article:
“In 1910, during excavation
work at the cathedral there,
archaeologists came across the
relics, which were removed from
4

a crypt and placed in a shrine. This three-foot tall, 220pound relic has, until recently, been kept in storage in
the Aachen cathedral treasure vault. With the
coronavirus pandemic, experts have taken it out to dust
it off and conserve it.”

years. Because of the pandemic, the reliquary was
brought out earlier than planned. It is now ready for
public veneration. Truth be told, I always love it when
saints who appear to be forgotten are brought back into
recognition. I hope you enjoyed learning more about St.
Corona and that you keep her as one of the saints that
you can pray within times of need. St. Corona, pray for
us!

Now, they had just cleaned the gold, bronze, and ivory
reliquary believed to hold some of St. Corona’s bones
(relics). It is currently on display in its treasure vault. So
ironic was that long before the Covid-19 pandemic hit,
the Cathedral had planned for an exhibition this
summer of 2020 to display their beautiful reliquary.
This reliquary had been hidden from the public for 25

Be Opened!
The Catholic Church and Deaf Culture
~Lana Portolano, The Catholic University of America Press

Be Opened! The Catholic Church and Deaf
Culture offers readers a people’s history of deafness and sign language in the
Catholic Church. Paying ample attention to the vocation stories of deaf
priests and pastoral workers, Portolano traces the transformation of the
Deaf Catholic community from passive recipients of mercy to an active
language minority making contributions in today’s globally diverse church.

chapters focused on the twentieth century, the author
describes key events that sparked a modern
transformation in Deaf Catholic culture. As linguists
began to recognize sign languages as true human
languages, deaf people borrowed the practices of Civil
Rights activists to gain equality both as citizens and as
members of the church. At the same time, deaf people
drew inspiration and cultural validation from key
documents of Vatican II, and leadership of the Deaf
Catholic community began to come from the deaf
community rather than to it through missionaries.
Many challenges remain, but this book clearly presents
Deaf Catholic culture as an important and highly
visible embodiment of Catholic heritage.

Background chapters familiarize readers with early
misunderstandings about deaf people in the church
and in broader society, along with social and religious
issues facing deaf people throughout history. A series
of connected narratives demonstrate the strong
Catholic foundations of deaf education in sign
language, including sixteenth-century monastic schools
for deaf children and nineteenth-century French
education in sign language as a missionary endeavor.
The author explains how nineteenth-century schools
for deaf children, especially those founded by orders of
religious sisters, established small communities of Deaf
Catholics around the globe. A series of portraits
illustrates the work of pioneering missionaries in
several different countries— ”apostles to the Deaf ”—
who helped to establish and develop deaf culture in
these communities through adult religious education
and the sacraments in sign language. In several

About the Author
Lana Portolano is professor of English
at Towson University, Maryland.
She will be a keynote at PW 2021: Workers
for the Harvest.

Register here

Reviews
“Portolano has done an incredible job of compiling and organizing
historical information spread across coutries and time...
Be
Opened! will be an invaluable resource to Catholic Studies and Deaf
Studies scholars.” —Tracy Ann Morse, East Carolina University
Format Paperback / Softback
Published: December 9, 2020
ISBN-13: 9780813233390
Language: English Pages: 336
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12+2 Apostles Series Available from
St. Andrew Deaf Ministry

~Minette Sternke, NCOD Board Member, Great Lakes Region 4

Judas. In her introduction to the series, Ms. Paul
explains the importance of the number twelve in the
Bible, with the twelve Tribes of Israel, the twelve
Apostles, and the twelve courses of stone that are the
foundation of the temple in the Holy City of Jerusalem
seen by St. John in his Revelation. She notes that
twelve was also considered a “perfect” number, the
number of completion. After receiving the Holy Spirit
at Pentecost, the Apostles spread out, fulfilling Christ’s
command to spread His Word to the nations. They, in
turn, drew more into the Church until we have the
Church today. Each vlog will discuss the apostles’
background, personality, what they did after Jesus’
death, and other interesting information about them.
In her vlog about St. Andrew, Jennifer notes that
Andrew was the first Apostle to meet Jesus, and there
are several instances in the Bible where Andrew brings
others to Jesus. This included his brother Peter, who
became the Rock on which the Church was built. After
Pentecost, Andrew preached in Greece and was
martyred on an X-shaped cross. Jennifer looks forward
to sharing these vlogs with us until Spring 2021! As of
November 30, videos about Saints Peter, Andrew,
James, John and Philip had been posted.

DELAVAN—The Deaf Ministry of St. Andrew Parish
in Delavan, WI has begun producing a YouTube video
series on the “!2+2 Apostles”.
Jennifer Paul,
Coordinator of Deaf Religious Education & Deaf
Ministry at St. Andrew’s, explained that she initially
produced a series of videos on the “14 Holy Helpers”
in the spring of 2020. She was inspired by information
provided by Deacon Phil Kilkenny from St. Andrew’s,
who shared that many people suffering during the
Black Death in the Middle Ages prayed for the
intercession of the “14 Holy Helpers”, and he thought
this might be consoling information for the
parishioners.
After looking up more information on the different
saints, Ms. Paul decided to create vlogs to share the
information with the Deaf community. She said, “we
thought that if we shared with our parishioners the pain
and struggles – and the faith – that people from
centuries ago withstood during the Black Death, we
would have a much better grasp of how our own faith
could help us withstand this pandemic. The 14 Holy
Helpers were of a different time, but what they stood
for is timeless.” The response was very positive, so she
decided to continue another series on the Apostles to
support the Deaf community during this Pandemic
time while they could not be together.

St. Andrew’s in Delavan has been working very hard to
make sure that the Deaf community is included in
parish activities and sacraments. When Confirmation
classes had to be suspended in the spring, they still
continued with the Sacrament of Confirmation in the
summer (with Fr. Christopher Klusman concelebrating)
and finishing up their classes in the fall. Ms. Paul notes
that the efforts to ensure Deaf participation, especially
now with COVID restrictions, “requires coordination
by several parish staff members as well as the
cooperation of the parishioners themselves.”

If you want to learn more about the “12+2 Apostles”
series, or the “14 Holy Helpers”, check out St.
Andrew’s YouTube channel at Deaf Ministry St. Andrew Parish (Delavan). Thank you to Ms. Jennifer Paul,
and the St. Andrews parish community, for their
contributions to the Deaf community during this
pandemic time!

In her introductory video for the “12+2 Apostles”
series, Ms. Paul explains that a new video will be posted
about twice a month until the Spring of 2021, following
the order of apostles that are listed in Luke 6:12-16:
Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew,
Matthew, Thomas, James, Simon, Jude, then finally
6

Body, Blood, Soul, & Divinity
We unite our prayers with you as we face the impact of COVID-19. Many
places have imposed restrictions and lockdowns aiming to slow the spread of
illness. Masses in many dioceses being limited until further notice. In light of
that, many parishes are using technology to broadcast the Sunday liturgy, in
which several of our deaf and hearing priests now offer live-streaming of ASL
Masses for our deaf brothers and sisters who can watch from home. Here is
the list of ASL Masses currently being live-streamed. If you know of others,
please email the info to Fr. Shawn Carey at ncodpresident@gmail.com.
Check the NCOD website for updates at www.ncod.org.

Sundays

(Masses are organized by time zones)
Schott Communities for Persons who are Deaf or Disabled—Cooper City, FL, Archdiocese of Miami
ASL Interpreter 9:30 am EST at Schott Communities FaceBook Page
Fr. Thomas Rozman – Pastor of St. Joseph Catholic Church, Mechanicsburg, Diocese of Harrisburg, PA
Livestreaming Mass in ASL, 9:45 am EST at stjosephmech.org
Fr. Shawn Carey – Director of the Boston Deaf Apostolate, Archdiocese of Boston, MA
ASL Mass 11:00am EST at youtube.com/user/DeafApostolateBoston (recordings at bostondeafcatholic.org)
Fr. Mike Depcik – Director of Catholic Deaf Community, St John’s Deaf Center, Archdiocese of Detroit, MI
ASL Mass 11:30am EST at facebook.com/deafmass
Monsignor Glenn Nelson J.C.L. – Director of Deaf Apostolate & Vicar General, Diocese of Rockford, IL
ASL Mass 10:00am CST at facebook.com/RockfordDeafApostolate
Fr. Michael Hermes – St. Paul Catholic Church, Olathe, KS
ASL Interpreter 10:00 am CST at https://www.spcatholic.org/
Fr. Dave Korth – Sacred Heart Church, Diocese of Omaha, NE
ASL Interpreter 10:30 am CST at sacredheartchurchomaha.org or YouTube.com/SacredHeartChurchOmaha
Bishop Michael Olson – St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Diocese of Fort Worth, TX
ASL Interpreter 11:00am CST at fwdioc.org
Fr. Tom Coyte – Director of Colorado Catholic Deaf Ministry, Lakewood, CO
ASL & English 10:00 am MST at stbernadettelakewood.org or St Bernadette Parish Lakewood CO FaceBook Page or St. Bernadette Parish Lakewood CO YouTube Channel
Very Reverend Patrick Schafer OFM – Holy Family Church, Archdiocese of Santa Fe, Albuquerque, NM
ASL & English 8:00am MST / ASL& Spanish 10:00am MST at Holy Family Church Albuquerque FaceBook
Page or Holy Family Church Albuquerque YouTube Channel
Fr. Tom Schweitzer with Deacon Tomas Garcia – Holy Angels Catholic Church of the Deaf, Archdiocese of
Los Angeles, CA
ASL & English 8:30 am PST / ASL & Spanish 11:30 am PST at youtube.com/user/hacofthedeaf/live
7

Dia Duit, Fr. Joe McNulty
(God Bless You in Gaelic)

~Disability Services & Ministries, Catholic Charities Diocese of Cleveland

We congratulate Fr.
Joseph McNulty on his
retirement on January 4,
2021! What a career!
What a life of ministry
he has led! More than
50 years of dedication to
persons with disabilities.
Fr. Joe outside St. Augustine Church in We all know Fr. Joe &
Cleveland (Tremont) where he has served Sr. Corita because of
as Pastor for more than 40 years.
their commitment to St.
Augustine Church, to
the poor and homeless, to persons with disabilities, to
Tremont, Cleveland and Northeast Ohio and beyond!
But do you know how Fr. Joe started out?
.

those in economic hardship, Fr. Joe, along with Sr.
Corita who retired two years ago, got to work! Fr. Joe
and Sr. Corita both have a compassion and dedication
for all people, which led to St. Augustine Church
becoming a model Church and community for how to
welcome persons with disabilities.
.
Fr. Joe believes in ministering “with” people. At St.
Augustine’s you will see individuals with disabilities
serving as readers and Eucharistic ministers, “signing”
and “singing” in the Deaf choir and the Church choir,
as well as interpreting the readings or the mass when Fr.
Joe is not there. A Church, a Pastor and community
that welcomes all.
.
In addition to his Pastor role at St. Augustine, Fr. Joe
became the Director of the Apostolate for the Deaf
which then became Catholic Charities Ministry to
Persons with Disabilities (now Catholic Charities
Disability Ministries). In this role, Fr. Joe served
persons who are deaf, blind, persons with Intellectual
and other Developmental Disabilities (IDD), mental
health issues and/or mobility challenges.
.

He is the 4th child in an Irish
Catholic family of eight! He was
ordained in 1969. Two other
brothers followed in his footsteps to
the seminary. One became a priest in
1973 – Fr. John McNulty from
Communion of Saints. The other
did not continue in the seminary, but
spent his life ministering to persons Brothers McNulty
with disabilities as well – Dennis serving persons with
McNulty, served for a combined 30 disabilities
years in the Diocese of Cleveland
and at Catholic Charities. Twenty-five of those years
were as Director of Catholic Charities Disability
Services before his retirement in 2018. Dennis & Fr. Joe
were two brothers leading Disability Services and
Disability Ministries for decades!
.

Fr. Joe has developed programs and facilitated retreats
for persons with IDD and their families and friends. He
has conducted numerous in-services to religious
educators and teachers in developing religious education
programs appropriate for children and adults with IDD.
.
He has been written about and interviewed on the local
news and many national publications. He holds many
memberships including: Faith and Light; Faith and
Sharing; the National Catholic Office of the Deaf; the
National Catholic Partnership on Disability; the
National Alliance for the Mentally Ill; and life
membership in the International Catholic Deaf
Association.
.

But how did Fr. Joe find his niche in ministering to
persons with disabilities? Just three years after he was
ordained, he was asked to serve as chaplain to the
Cleveland Catholic Deaf Community. He learned sign
language (at some urging from Sr. Corita!) so that
persons who are deaf could have a signing priest with
whom to identify. Today he is just one of three priests
in the Diocese of Cleveland who sign for the deaf.

Fr. Joe has received many awards
for his ministry: the Archbishop
Edward F. Hoban Award for
Distinguished Service; the Walk of
Life Award from the Irish
American Archives Society; the
Ruth Davidson Award from the

He was assigned to St. Augustine Church in Cleveland,
and became Pastor in 1977. Seeing a need to expand the
ministries to persons with disabilities, the homeless and
8

American Council of the Blind; the
Ecumenical Helping Hand Award from
the Cuyahoga County Community
Mental Health Board; the Dedication
Award from the International Catholic
Deaf Association Convention; the
Clergyman of the Year Award from the
Knights of Columbus; and last year he
Fr. Joe, Pastor of
was recognized as a Pioneer in Ministry
St. Augustine and to persons with disabilities by the
Director of Catholic National Catholic Partnership on
Charities Disability
Disability (NCPD).
.
Ministries
The following is from a bio
on Fr. Joe, written by his
brother Dennis and it sums
up just perfectly who Fr. Joe
is and what he means to the
community.
.
“Fr. Joe creates community

and shares his ministry
with everyone. His
humor, his down to earth
manner and his genuine
concern and openness has
drawn people, revitalized
his parish and created a
vibrant ministry in the
Diocese of Cleveland. Fr.
Joe’s greatest love is to
serve as minister. When
there is someone in need,
he is there.”

McNulty Family - 1954 or 1955
Fr. Joe is in the plaid shirt standing in
between his parents.
In front of them in the chair on the left
is Dennis!

.

Fr. Joe is a true example of the mission of Catholic
Charities. He responds to those in need. He respects
the dignity of every person. He builds a just and
compassionate society.
.
Congratulations Fr. Joe! We will really miss you, but
this is a very well deserved retirement!

Fr. Joe saying mass at one of the
retreats for persons with IDD

Prayer for Vocations

God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women to serve in your Son’s Kingdom as
priests, deacons, religious, and consecrated persons. Send your Holy Spirit to help us respond
generously and courageously to your call. May our community of faith support vocations of
sacrificial love in our youth. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
9

Sacramental Formation Program
Released in American Sign Language
~Catholic News Agency
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/new-sacrament-formation-program-released-in-american-sign-language-24238

PHILADELPHIA, PA—A new sacrament formation
program for the deaf and hard of hearing is offering
adult catechetical information in American Sign
Language.

the Catholic Church believes is not something we
fabricated somewhere along the way, but has been the
same belief from the very beginning age of the Church
all the way until now,” he said.

Designed by Ascension Press, Hands of Grace: The Catholic Sacraments in American Sign Language became available
earlier this year. It was developed by Father Sean
Loomis, the chaplain for the Deaf Apostolate for the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia.

“The second video for every sacrament ... is about the
theology of it,” he said. “It's the catechesis behind it.
It's what's really going on in the divine plan when this
sacrament is received. So it's sort of the dogmatic
approach.”

Creators of the new project hope the materials,
designed specifically for the deaf community, can fill in
gaps left by other catechetical programs and address
some of the unique challenges faced by the hearing
impaired, who may struggle with participating in Mass,
Confession, and the Catholic community.

“The third one is about living the grace. So now that
you are a baptized individual, for example, what does
that mean about your life? I want them to practice the
mental exercise of taking theory and abstract theology
and applying it concretely to their very individual and
specific life,” he added.

“A huge challenge among the deaf is that they are very
uncatechized, and while that is certainly the case with
the vast majority of Catholics, that catechesis is
impoverished in a significant way” for those who are
deaf, Loomis told CNA.

The program also includes a workbook, which offers
quotes from saints and the catechism, as well as works
of art. Loomis stressed the value of artwork as a visual
stimulus for deaf Catholics to pray and learn about
Church history.

“Most deaf people at this point aren't even interested.
They already feel turned off,” he said. “So like 1% of
deaf people even go to church because they feel like the
church of any denomination really has nothing to offer
them.”

“I also have Visio Divina,” he said, a type of prayer
“where they look at a piece of artwork and learn how to
read that Christian art to see what it is that they actually
believe. In that way, I'm trying to expose them to the
wealth of the Christian artwork that has been part of
our heritage.”

The new project offers three-part videos on each
sacrament. Each segment is about 6-10 minutes long,
and together they discuss the presence of the sacrament
in scripture and tradition, the theology of the
sacrament, and the sacrament’s personal significance.

“That is specifically something I thought would help
them encounter God in a way that's unique to their
culture and their specific needs.”
Fr. Loomis is not deaf, but began learning American
Sign Language during seminary, after being asked to
consider deaf ministry. He practiced sign language each
week with a local deaf man to gain proficiency.

“The first video … [introduces] them to the scriptural
defense of where Christ established the sacraments so
that they get exposed to the Word of God as well as the
writings of the Church fathers...So that they see what
10

After years of practice, Loomis said he has come to
better understand the isolation and misunderstanding
that often faces the deaf community. The Sacrament of
Reconciliation is particularly challenging, he said.

While improvements have been made in some areas,
challenges still exist today, including Mass without
interpreters and theological videos without captions, he
said.

“They can go to a hearing priest and write their sins
down on a sheet of paper, which some will do. And of
course, they experience a diminished satisfaction with
that since they can't receive any feedback from the
priest...They're not consoled by the words of absolution
because they can't hear them.”

“[However,] we are making progress,” he said. “We do
have a good number of deaf priests who've been
ordained, which is great. So that's a real positive.”
Progress has been made with additional resources as
well, he added, although more remains to be done.
Carey has recently been involved in translating the
youth catechism YouCat into American Sign Language.
A series of weekly videos will be released to discuss
YouCat’s 527 questions.

Under Loomis’ leadership, the Deaf Apostolate for the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia has been able to designate
interpreters for 13 different churches, and to offer a
Mass entirely in American Sign Language.

Carey said that as a deaf priest, he has been able to
connect with the deaf community and bring them
closer to the sacraments and the faith. One of his
favorite memories in the ministry was leading deaf
Catholics on a pilgrimage for World Youth Day in
Krakow. He said it was an opportunity to build bridges
between the deaf community and others in the Church.

“When I offer Mass, I don't voice it and then have an
interpreter stand nearby. I do the entire thing in
American Sign Language so that they can experience
the incarnation of Christ who comes to them as they
are, in persona Christi, through my priesthood,” he said.
Father Shawn Carey, director and chaplain of the deaf
apostolate for the Archdiocese of Boston, understands
firsthand the significance of these ministries.

“I think that for me as a deaf priest, it is really beneficial
to be able to minister to people who are deaf, because
we have a similar background and shared experiences
of struggles growing up … [We have] a lot in common
that people who are not deaf wouldn't necessarily
understand.”

Carey, who was born deaf, told CNA that he faced
difficulties in accessing catechetical classes as a child.

Growing up in Massachusetts, Carey’s family had to
approach a few Catholic parishes to find a first
communion class that would be willing to work with
him. Eventually, he said, one pastor decided to hire a
private tutor for him instead.

Note: Fr. Sean Loomis will be a keynote at PW 2021: Workers
for the Harvest. Register here

Components of This Study Program
•
•
•

Hands of Grace, DVD set, which includes the 7 sacraments, which are divided into 3, 6-10minute segments
(21 total segments)--plus the video glossary of Catholic signs. The videos are presented in American Sign
Language with voiceover, graphics, and closed captioning.
Hands of Grace Participant’s Guide is a full-color, high-quality guide that includes an opening prayer, fullpage sacramental image & discussion questions, segment overviews & discussion questions, saint quotes,
catechism quotes, fun facts, and a “going deeper” section.
Hands of Grace Video Glossary of Catholic Signs informs participants how to sign religious terms that are
covered within the video. Father Séan Loomis finger-spells the word and then shows how to sign the sign!
This glossary is available on the 2-DVD Set, streaming via Ascension’s online access, and free on our website.
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Rev. Anthony Russo, C.Ss.R.
November 1, 1933—March 31, 2020

Deaf Apostolate of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia
Father Anthony Russo died during the night in the early morning on March 31, 2020, while
in hospice care at Stella Maris in Timonium, Maryland. During the last few years he
struggled with overcoming cancer and was in and out of the hospital. All who knew and
loved Fr. Russo mourn his passing, and also rejoice in his heavenly homecoming. He
served and loved us with all his heart, just as he served his Lord Jesus and loved God with
all his heart.
Fr. Anthony Russo, C.Ss.R. was born in Passaic, New Jersey on November 1, 1933; the son
of Fausto Russo and Yolanda Russo (De Capite), both deceased. He had one sister, Janet, who is also deceased.
He was baptized at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church on December 10, 1933. He attended Clifton Public School
#8, Clifton High School, and Virginia Military Institute where he received a degree in Civil Engineering. He
attended St. Mary’s North Each for Philosophy, 58-59. His profession was at Ilchester on August 2, 1960. He
attended Mt. St. Alphonsus, Esopus, New York 1960-1966. His ordination was on June 20, 1965. After Second
Novitiate at Annapolis, in 1967, he was assigned to St. Boniface, Philadelphia, until it closed. When St. Boniface
closed, he moved to Visitation Parish and continued his work with the Deaf Community. He ministered as the
Coordinator of the Deaf Apostolate, Archdiocese of Philadelphia, from 1967-2012 when he retired. At that time,
he continued to serve as a senior priest, saying Mass in ASL, and giving spiritual direction.
For 45 years, up until his retirement, Fr. Russo served the Catholic Deaf community with fervor and love. Mass
and Sacraments, bible study and retreats, pastoral care and hospital visits, TTY calls and VP calls filled his days,
and yet he always had time for prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and the praying of the Divine Office. Fr.
Russo was also the moderator of ICDA, Chapter #8 for many years. During these years and his 8 years of
retirement, Fr. Russo was also a spiritual director to many Deaf and hearing devotees who sought out his wisdom
and counsel.
Fr. Anthony Russo wrote three books: The God of the Deaf Adolescent: An Inside View; In Silent Prayer A History of
Ministry With the Deaf Community in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia; and Made by Hand, A Catechesis for the Deaf, Topic:
Creation.
Condolences, Mass cards, or memorial donations can be sent to:
Deaf Apostolate of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia or the Redemptorist Community
Deaf Apostolate
Rev. Anthony Russo Fund
222 N. 17th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103

C.Ss.R. Holy Redeemer Provincial Residence
c/o Fr. Henry Sattler, C.Ss.R.
3112 7th Street, NE
Washington, DC 20017-14911
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~Submitted by Laureen Lynch-Ryan, NCOD Board Member, Mid-Atlantic Region 7
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Learning Our Faith:
The Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church
This edition is pulled from Part Two: The Celebration of the Christian Mystery; Section One—The Sacramental
Economy; Chapter One “The Paschal Mystery in the Age of the Church” and Chapter Two “The Sacramental
Celebration of the Paschal Mystery”

The Paschal Mystery in the Sacraments of the Church
What is the sacramental character? (1121)
It is a spiritual “seal” bestowed by the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Orders. It is a promise and guarantee
of divine protection. By virtue of this seal the Christian is configured to Christ, participants in a variety of ways in his
priesthood and takes his part in the Church according to different states and functions. He is, therefore, set apart for divine
worship and the service of the Church. Because this character is indelible the sacraments that impress it on the soul are
received only once in life.
What is the relationship between the sacraments and faith? (1122-1126; 1133)
The sacraments not only presuppose faith but with words and ritual elements they nourish, strengthen, and express it. By
celebrating the sacraments, the Church professes the faith that comes from the Apostles. This explains the origin of the
ancient saying, “lex orandi, lex credendi,” that is, the Church believes as she prays.
Why are the sacraments efficacious? (1127-1128; 1131)
The sacraments are efficacious ex opere operato (“by the very fact that the sacramental action is performed”) because it is Christ
who acts in the sacraments and communicates the grace they signify. The efficacy of the sacraments does not depend upon
the personal holiness of the minister. However, the fruits of the sacraments do depend on the dispositions of the one who
receives them.
For what reason are the sacraments necessary for salvation? (1129)
For believers in Christ the sacraments, even if they are not all given to each of the faithful, are necessary for salvation
because they confer sacramental grace, forgiveness of sins, adoption as children of God, conformation to Christ the Lord
and membership in the Church. The Holy Spirit heals and transforms those who receive the sacraments.
What is sacramental grace? (1129, 1131, 1134, 2003)
Sacramental grace is the grace of the Holy Spirit which is given by Christ and is proper to each sacrament. This grace helps
the faithful in their journey toward holiness and so assists the Church as well to grow in charity and in her witness to the
world.

Celebrating the Liturgy of the Church
Who acts in the liturgy? (1135-1137; 1187)
In the liturgy it is the whole Christ (Christ Totus) who acts, Head and Body. As our High Priest he celebrates with his body,
which is the Church in heaven and on earth.
Who celebrates the heavenly liturgy? (138-1139)
The heavenly liturgy is celebrated by the angels, by the saints of the Old and New Testament, particularly the Mother of
God, by the Apostles, by the martyrs, and by the “great multitude, which no one could count, from every nation, race,
people, and tongue” (Revelation 7:9). When we celebrate the mystery of our salvation in the sacraments we participate in
this eternal liturgy.

How does the Church on earth celebrate the liturgy? (1140-1144; 1188)
The Church on earth celebrates the liturgy as a priestly people in which each one acts according to his proper function in the
unity of the Holy Spirit. The baptized offer themselves in a spiritual sacrifice; the ordained ministers celebrate according to
the Order they received for the service of all the members of the Church; the bishops and priests act in the Person of Christ
the Head.
How is the liturgy celebrated? (1145)
The celebration of the liturgy is interwoven with signs and symbols whose meaning is rooted in creation and in human
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culture. It is determined by the events of the Old Testament and is fully revealed in the Person and work of Christ.
From where do the sacramental signs come? (1146-1152; 1189)
Some come from created things (light, water, fire, bread, wine, oil); others come from social life (washing, anointing, breaking
of bread). Still others come from the history of salvation in the Old Covenant (the Passover rites, the sacrifices, the laying on
of hands, the consecrations). These signs, some of which are normative and unchangeable, were taken up by Christ and are
made the bearers of his saving and sanctifying action.
What is the link between the actions and the words in the celebration of the sacraments? (1153-1155; 1190)
Actions and words are very closely linked in the celebration of the sacraments. Indeed, even if the symbolic actions are
already in themselves a language, it is necessary that the words of the rite accompany and give life to these actions. The
liturgical words and actions are inseparable both insofar as they are meaningful signs and insofar as they bring about what
they signify.
What are the criteria for the proper use of singing and music in liturgical celebrations? (1156-1158; 1191)
Since song and music are closely connected with liturgical action they must respect the following criteria. They should
conform to Catholic doctrine in their texts, drawn preferably from Sacred Scripture and liturgical sources. They should be a
beautiful expression of prayer. The music should be of a high quality. Song and music should encourage the participation of
the liturgical assembly. They should express the cultural richness of the People of God and the sacred and solemn character
of the celebration. “He who sings, prays twice” (Saint Augustine).
What is the purpose of holy images? (1159-1161; 1192)
The image of Christ is the liturgical icon par excellence. Other images, representations of Our Lady and the Saints, signify
Christ who is glorified in them. They proclaim the same Gospel message that Sacred Scripture communicates by the word
and they help to awaken and nourish the faith of believers.
What is the center of the liturgical season? (1163-1167; 1193)
The center of liturgical season is Sunday which is the foundation and kernel of the entire liturgical year and has its
culmination in the annual celebration of Easter, the feast of feasts.
What is the function of the liturgical year? (1168-1173; 1194-1195)
In the liturgical year the Church celebrates the whole mystery of Christ from his Incarnation to his return in glory. On set
days the Church venerates with special love the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God. The Church also keeps the
memorials of saints who lived for Christ, who suffered with him, and who live with him in glory.
What is the Liturgy of the Hours? (1174-1178; 1196)
The Liturgy of the Hours, which is the public and common prayer of the Church, is the prayer of Christ with his body, the
Church. Through the Liturgy of the Hours they mystery of Christ, which we celebrate in the Eucharist, sanctifies and
transforms the whole of each day. It is composed mainly of psalms, other biblical texts, and readings from the Fathers and
spiritual masters.
Does the Church need places in order to celebrate the liturgy? (1179-1181; 1197-1198)
The worship “in spirit and truth” (John 4:24) of the New Covenant is not tied exclusively to any place because Christ is the
true temple of God. Through him Christians and the whole Church become temples of the living God by the action of the
Holy Spirit. Nonetheless, the people of God in their earthly condition need places in which the community can gather to
celebrate the liturgy.
What are sacred buildings? (1181, 1198-1199)
They are the houses of God, a symbol of the Church that lives in that place as well as of the heavenly Jerusalem. Above all
they are places of prayer in which the Church celebrates the Eucharist and worships Christ who is truly present in the
tabernacle.
What are the privileged places inside sacred buildings? (1182-1186)
They are: the altar, the tabernacle, the places where the sacred Chrism and other holy oils are kept, the chair of the bishop
(cathedra) or the chair of the priest, the ambo, the baptismal font, and the confessional.
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National Catholic Office for the Deaf
7202 Buchanan Street
Landover Hills, MD 20784
info@ncod.org
www.ncod.org
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Membership Form
For October 1 to September 30
Due October 30

National Catholic Office for the Deaf

NCOD Mission Statement:
Spread God’s message through the support of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Pastoral Ministry so that we may all be one in Christ

New Member

Renewal

Vision Subscription Only

Name:

Title:

Address:

City:

State:

Zip: __________

Country:

Diocese:

Deaf/Hard of Hearing
Phone (W):

VP

Email:

Deaf-Blind
Voice

Hearing

Phone (H):

VP

_________
Name of Designated Voter (for Family & Executive Members only):______________________
Please note: All of the above information is printed in the Membership Directory.

Do you want your personal data published in the Membership Directory?

Yes

NCOD needs your assistance to provide complete and accurate information. Thank you!

Annual Membership Fees (USA Rates)
Individual $70 (Pastoral Worker Yes __ or No __)
Student $10
Executive $250 (Diocese, Agencies, & Organizations)

No

Family $100

Donation: _______________ (Tax Deductible)

Vision Subscription Only (non-member)
One Year

$20 US

$30 International

OR

Mail Information: NCOD Membership
7202 Buchanan Street
Landover Hills, MD 20784

Two Year

$35 US

$45 International

Contact Information:
(301) 841-8209 VP
www.ncod.org
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