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the leadership of Katie Locus, the
consultant for the Archdiocese of
Kansas City in Kansas deaf ministry.
This exciting new development has
been a long time coming for the deaf
community, according to Locus. After
more than a year of planning, the ASL
version of the YouCat has since

“Reading the catechism can be very
daunting to anyone — but especially
to people who might struggle with
English,” she said. “The church has
translated documents and resources
into many languages, but never ASL.
The YouCat project finally makes the
catechism accessible to the deaf.
Now, deaf people can learn not only

A Pastoral Service for Persons who are Deaf or
Hard of Hearing
Continued—page 3

The countdown is on! The town of SAVANNAH, GA WILL HOST
PASTORAL WEEK JANUARY 6-10, 2022! We are thrilled to see
more registrations rolling in to the office. If you haven’t registered yet, what are
you waiting for? NCOD will be celebrating 50 years of Deaf Ministry and
there are so many special events planned to remember our past, celebrate our
present, and plan for our future. There is truly something for everyone at this
year’s Pastoral Week. We can’t wait to see everyone in person!
Can’t wait until January to get a dose of inspiration? We’ve got that covered
as well. NCOD is excited to announce our Winter Webinar with Fr. Mike
Depcik, OSFS. Fr. MD will be presenting on Servant of God, Leonie
Martin. Servant of God, Leonie Martin, also known as Sister FrancoiseTherese, VHM, was the third sister of St. Therese of Lisieux. People who
knew her personally would be very surprised that the Church is considering her
as a candidate for sainthood. Out of five children, Leonie was probably the
most difficult child for St. Therese’s parents, Saints Louis and Zelie Martin.
This talk will discuss her difficult life and her virtues which give much hope to
many people who admire her. The webinar will be on Thursday, December 9,
at 7:30 pm EST / 6:30 pm CST / 5:30 pm MST / 4:30 pm PST.
Webinars are FREE to NCOD members so join today! An individual
membership is only $70. Encourage your church and/or diocese to join at the
executive level of only $250. It will help educate your colleagues about the
unique field of Deaf Ministry and build the support base for your local
community. You can find all of this information and more on our website:
www.ncod.org.

See you in Savannah for Pastoral Week 2022!
Be courageous in bringing people to Christ. Pray for religious vocations!
NCOD Board of Directors
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what we believe as Catholics but also why we believe
what we do.”

and video to ensure the accuracy of the ASL
translation and Catholic theology.

With another 395
questions to translate,
Locus said the videos
also feature spoken
English and captions.
This allows hearing
parents and family
members to watch the
video with their deaf or
hard-of-hearing child and
everyone can learn
together.

“Once vetted, Archbishop Naumann provides his
approval for it to be posted. If at any step in the
process we find the slightest possibility of causing
confusion for the lay faithful through the type of
information shared or the way the information is
shared through ASL, the transcript and/or the video is
fixed and redone.”

Discussing the filming of the
Youth Catechism in the form of
videos,
translated
into
American Sign Language, are:
(from left) Father Mike Depcik,
OSFS, a priest from the Archdiocese of Detroit; Katie Locus,
consultant for the Archdiocese
of Kansas City in Kansas deaf
ministry; and Msgr. Glenn
Nelson, vicar general of the
Diocese of Rockford, Illinois.
LEAVEN
PHOTO
BY
KATHRYN WHITE

Roberta Westerman of St. Paul Parish in Olathe has
been deaf since birth. With the availability of the ASL
YouCat, she said she feels “more inspired and
enthusiastic” about her faith. She also supplements her
Catholic faith through a Bible study led by Father
Wallisch.

Each video follows a
Q&A format from the
YouCat book, including
the excerpt from the
Catechism o f the
Catholic Church (CCC) and its elaboration and
application. Locus said the elaboration of the CCC
might differ from the elaboration in the book itself, in
order to address deaf culture and better relate to deaf
viewers. To date, it has gained nearly 14,000 views on
YouTube and other social media.

Father Shawn Carey, a priest
of the Archdiocese of Boston,
looks over the
footage of a
translation he just filmed.
LEAVEN
PHOTO BY
KATHRYN WHITE

Similarly, Tammy and Matt Gwynn, also of St. Paul
Parish, feel renewed by the availability of the ASL
YouCat. Both are deaf and raising hearing children.

The idea to translate originated with Locus’
predecessor, Pat Richey, and co-worker Joan Macy.
However, it seemed overwhelming at the time. Several
years ago, Locus revisited the idea at the urging of
visiting missionary Katherine Resendez. With the
support and encouragement of Father Scott Wallisch,
chaplain for deaf ministry, the idea moved forward.

“In the Scriptures, Jesus sent 12 disciples in pairs out
into the world and told them to only bring a walking
stick and the clothes on their backs. Matt is my pair
and these YouCat videos are like my walking stick,”
Tammy said. “It takes us further than we could have
gone before.”

The project also received support from Archbishop
Joseph F. Naumann and the YouCat Foundation
through Ignatius Press. The National Catholic Office
for the Deaf (NCOD) and Our Sunday Visitor (OSV)
provided financial support to seed the project.

“All of my friends love to watch the clips,” she added,
“seeing and understanding the teachings of the church
in ways they never have before. It is hard to evangelize
alone, but you can share any of the YouCat videos with
anyone willing to watch them, and help them
understand the faith better.”

A team of people from throughout the United States
now assist in the filming of the questions and answers
for each video.

To date, Locus has received positive feedback not only
Katie Locus runs the
camera while Father
Mike Depcik, OSFS,
signs for a Youth
Catechism video.
.
LEAVEN PHOTO BY
KATHRYN WHITE

“The process of getting the videos ready is lengthy but
we are committed to accuracy and receiving episcopal
approval before anything is posted,” Locus said. “First,
the material must be translated from English into ASL,
then a filming date is set for production. Two priests
who are fluent in English and ASL review each script
3

from the deaf community in the
archdiocese but from throughout the United States to what
they call “a game changer.”

confident in my faith and
in my responses.”
The ASL YouCat project
is now looking for
volunteers to spread the
word about the resource.
Locus
is
a s k i n g Father Shawn Carey signs for a
YouCat video. LEAVEN PHOTO
individuals to repost the BY KATHRYN WHITE
videos on their personal
social media and to talk it up among their friends. The
project also welcomes financial donations to defray
production costs. Donations can be sent to: Office of
Deaf Ministry at 21650 W. 115th Terr., Olathe, KS
66213.

Locus, who was born deaf as a
result of a virus she contracted
while in utero, said having this
resource would have been
valuable in her youth.
Katie Locus checks the
laptop
teleprompter
during filming. LEAVEN
PHOTO BY KATHRYN
WHITE

“I feel that if this had been
available earlier in my life, those
videos would have helped me to
deal with some difficult
situations where I had to explain my faith to people
who felt Catholic teachings were oppressive or
discriminatory,” Locus said. “There were many
situations where I didn’t know exactly how to explain
why the Catholic Church taught what she did in regard
to certain controversial topics.

Katie Locus filmsFather Mike
Depcik, OSFS, signing for a
Youth Catechism video. The
entire video-making process is
a lengthy one, but Locus and
her team are dedicated to it.
LEAVEN
PHOTO
BY
KATHRYN WHITE

“As a result, I kept finding myself in hostile situations
without having all the information I needed to defend
my faith and the church. Even if the videos had been
available back then and I still wasn’t able to dispel all of
the misunderstandings, I would have felt more

“I may not know exactly
who needs to see these
videos or exactly what
fruits will come from this,
but I know God is using
this project to reach all
kinds of people — deaf or
hearing, Catholic or not
Catholic,” Locus said.

To see all of the ASL You Cat videos , check out http://archkcks.com/home/asl-youcat

See You in Savannah!
Katie Locus will present

Don’t miss out—

YouCat: Implementing

go to

Lessons for Catechesis at

www.NCOD.org

Pastoral Week 2022: A
Living Hope in Savannah.

to register TODAY!
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About Theology of the Body &
Theology of the Body Institute
~https://tobinstitute.org/

As Saint John Paul II’s masterwork (Man
& Woman He Created Them: A Theology of
the Body), the Theology of the Body
(TOB) provides beautiful and compelling
answers to the deepest questions we all
ask ourselves: Who am I? Why am I
here? How can I be happy? Why do I experience all
these deep longings in my body and soul and what am
I to do with them? What is my ultimate destiny and
how do I get there?

Our Mission
The mission of Theology of the Body Institute is to
form men and women to understand, live and promote
the Theology of the Body.
Our Vision

Saint John Paul II’s Theology of the Body has been
called his “masterwork” and a “theological
time bomb.” Drawing from the depths of Scripture
and Catholic Tradition, it illuminates the human
desire for love and fulfillment as revealed in our
creation as male and female. By charting a path to an
authentic sexual redemption, the Theology of the Body
serves as the antidote to the culture of death and the
foundation of the culture of life. The Theology of the
Body Institute envisions a world filled with men and
women who freely embrace their dignity created in the
image and likeness of God. Only from this foundation
can an authentic culture of life and a civilization of love
take root and flourish.

In the midst of the profound sexual crisis that is
wreaking havoc in both the secular world and in the
Church, the TOB offers the hope of healing and
restoration we all so desperately need, enabling
everyone to rediscover not only the meaning of our
creation as male and female, but through that, “the
meaning of the whole of existence, the meaning of life”
(TOB 46:6).
For Christopher West’s full-length commentary
Theology of the Body Explained
go to https://tobinstitute.org/about-tob/

Our Logo

The Theology of the Body Institute is
dedicated to making the profound
riches of Saint John Paul II’s
Theology of the Body accessible and
applicable in the lives of men and
women around the world through an
array of outreach and educational
offerings, including:

Our logo incorporates
symbols of Our
Guadalupe, whom St.
II declared “Star of
Evangelization”.

the sacred
Lady of
John Paul
the New

The stars and flowers symbolize the marriage of
• social media
• Clergy
E n r ic h m e n t heaven and earth while their coming together forms a
shape common in sacred iconography called
• podcasts
Program
a mandorla (Italian for “almond”), which also
• books and resources
• International Congress
symbolizes the marriage of the divine and the human
• touring events
• Master’s Degree
consummated in “the bridal chamber” of Mary’s womb
• on-site speakers
(in conjunction with
(St. Augustine).
• in-person/online courses
Pontifex University)
• Certification Program
• ongoing formation
The circle itself represents the Infinite while the blue
• online conferences
color of the flowers and sky references the Romantics’
Through all of the above and more, the TOB Institute symbol of creation’s longing.
desires to reach men and women in every state of life
with a hopeful, liberating vision of human identity that Finally — in keeping with the message of Guadalupe
appeals to the deepest yearnings of the heart for love — the large flower symbolizes the flourishing of a
and union.
culture whose people have opened their longing to
5

To help men and women realize how their bodies,
along with all of creation, proclaim, reveal, and
invite them to participate in the fulfillment of their
deepest longings — the marriage of heaven and
earth revealed in the womb of Mary, Star of the
New Evangelization.

God.

Designed by Jacob Popčak, this logo beautifully sums
up the work and mission of the Theology of the Body
Institute:

See You in Savannah!
Jen Settles will present

Don’t miss out—

Theologoy of the Body

go to

at Pastoral Week 2022:
A Living Hope in
Savannah.

www.NCOD.org
to register TODAY!

Pastoral Week 2022: A Living Hope

Only 2 months until Pastoral Week!
The NCOD Board has been busy working on making sure this will be a week like no
other. NCOD has special announcements about the future of NCOD, new projects,
new partnerships, and more ways to minister to and advocate for the deaf community.
Normally, registration for Pastoral Week is $470 but we want to see everyone attend
this year. To celebrate our 50th Anniversary, registration costs have been reduced to
only $399 for NCOD members. Don’t miss out on this very special event!

Special Registration Prices
50th Anniversary Price*

Member $399

*Prices are non-refundable unless event is canceled by The DeSoto Savannah.

Make your hotel reservations now!
6

Non-Member $570

7

Deaf Ministry & the Synod
~Minette Sternke, NCOD Vice-President & Great Lakes Region 4 Representative,

Something important is happening in the Catholic
Church today. Pope Francis has called for a Synod
named :”For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation,
and Mission”. It’s unofficially called the “Synod on
synodality.” A separate article here in Vision explains
what a Synod is.

Vatican by August 2022.
It is important that the Deaf Community participate as
fully as possible in this process. The “Official
Handbook” also says “the unfolding of the Synodal
Process at a local level must also involve accessibility,
in order to ensure that as many people as possible can
participate, regardless of location, language, education,
socio-economic status, ability/disability and material
resources.” Each of us has a valuable story to share
that can help discern the movement of the Spirit within
our Church.

This Synod officially started with a Mass at St. Peter’s
Basilica in Rome on October 10, 2021. In his homily,
Pope Francis asked all of us to reflect on the rich man
who came up to Jesus “as he was setting out on his
journey” (Mark 10:17). Pope Francis asked us to
journey with Jesus, on the same road with Him,
imitating how He met the rich man in the story. Jesus
encountered him, listened to his questions, and then
helped him discern what he must do to inherit eternal
life. We, too, must encounter Christ in prayer and adoration. We must also encounter others and listen to
what the Spirit says to us through their stories. We
must listen to each other, openly, without judging,
listening for the Holy Spirit. And finally, we are called
to discern how the Spirit is speaking to us and to the
Church. All of this is done in a shared experience of
prayer and encounter.

What does this mean for each of us?

The first stage of the Synod is the Diocesan Phase.
The Pope has asked each diocese to have “listening
sessions” from now through the first half of 2022.
According to the “Official Handbook” of the sessions,
they are to be times of prayer and listening to each
other to answer a “fundamental question”: A synodal
Church, in announcing the Gospel, “journeys together.” How is
this “journeying together” happening today in your local
Church? What steps does the Spirit invite us to take in order to
grow in our “Journeying together”? (PD,26)

•

At Pastoral Week 2022, Monsignor Glenn Nelson,
JCL, will be presenting a workshop on the synod,
and NCOD will have opportunities for people to
share their thoughts and insights during Pastoral
Week.

•

Try to also get involved in your local diocese.
Different dioceses are doing different things. Ask
your Deaf Ministry leaders if there will be a specific
listening session for the deaf community, or check
out your diocese’s website or newspaper. If there
are no meetings specific for deaf, you can ask your
local pastor where and when the listening sessions
will happen, and ask for an interpreter so you can
participate in one. The more we can include deaf
Catholics, and Deaf Ministry, in the diocesan
reports, the more chance we have Deaf Ministry
being a visible part of the report to the Vatican.
This is an important time in the life of the Catholic
Church. Let us each do our best to participate so
that we can help the Church grow ever closer to
the image of Christ in the Gospels.

An example of questions to discuss in considering
“companions on the journey” include: “In our local
church, who are those who walk together? Who are
those who seem further apart? How are we called to
grow as companions? What groups or individuals are
left on the margins?” (Vadenecum, 40) The dioceses
will then gather responses to send to the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops, who will have the
responsibility of summarizing the responses for the

See You in
Savannah!
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Explainer: So, what exactly is a synod?
~Colleen Dulle, America: The Jesuit Review

The global synodal process on “Communion, Participation, and Mission” that the Catholic Church is undertaking over the next two years will formally kick off on
Sunday, Oct. 10, with a Mass at the Vatican. It has
been nicknamed the “synod on synodality”—a term
that, despite Pope Francis’ efforts to popularize it, may
still leave some scratching their heads.

the Protestant, Eastern and Oriental synods, the Catholic synod of bishops does not have the power to make
binding decisions; it is purely a consultative body for
the pope, who makes the final calls.
When Pope Francis took office, he acknowledged that
the synod of bishops was “half baked” compared with
the broad vision of collegiality hoped for by the Vatican II bishops. To jump-start that collegiality, he appointed a council of nine cardinals to advise him and
suggested that those cardinals might one day be elected
by the synod of bishops, although that has not yet happened.

So what is “synodality,” and why does the pope think
it’s such a big deal?
What is a synod?
To understand synodality, we first need to understand
what a synod is. Simply put, a synod is a meeting or
assembly of church leaders. The idea of a synod has
New Testament roots in Acts 15. In several Protestant
denominations, synods exist on various levels—local,
regional and national; in some cases, like the Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod, it describes the entire church.
Eastern and Oriental Orthodox Churches have used
synods for centuries to gather bishops and laypeople to
reach consensus on important issues, similar to the way
that the Roman Catholic Church has used ecumenical
councils like Vatican II.

He also has held extraordinary synods, like those on
the family, young people and the Amazon, more often
than previous popes. The scope of extraordinary synods has also expanded under Pope Francis: Before each
gathering, he has urged bishops to hold local listening
sessions in their dioceses, and he has invited more laypeople to participate in the bishops’ meetings in Rome.
What is synodality?
“Synodality” refers to the way that these synods make
decisions. It is a model that includes listening to a
broad range of people and then discussing the issues
together with the goal of hearing where the Holy Spirit
is calling the church. Practically, Pope Francis has said,
this means not entering the discussion with the idea
that there will be “winners” who get their way and
“losers” who do not but leaving agendas at the door,
speaking with parrhesia (a Greek word that appears in
the New Testament and means “frankness,”
“boldness” or “courage”), listening humbly and being
open to others’ ideas. In theory, no topic is off-limits,
and disagreement is welcome.

In his book Inside the Vatican, Thomas Reese, S.J., recounts how synods caught on in the Catholic Church:
The bishops who attended Vatican II liked the experience of having a role in the governance of the universal
church and looked for ways to continue this after the
council...and Melkite Patriarch Maximos IV suggested a
synod of bishops, modeled on those of the Eastern
churches, that would be “the supreme...executive and
decision-making council of the worldwide church. All
the Roman departments must be subject to this.” Before these discussions could mature, Paul VI issued a
document creating the synod of bishops with a much
more limited scope.

After the discussions, the bishops of the synod draft a
document and vote, paragraph by paragraph, to approve it. The pope uses that document to inform his
decisions following the synod.

Pope Paul VI’s model was a standing body of bishops
who were elected by their national or regional bishops’
conferences. It would ordinarily meet every four years
to discuss important church issues, with the pope occasionally calling “extraordinary synod” meetings to consult on issues that required immediate attention. Unlike

Synodality is a model that includes listening to a broad
range of people and then discussing the issues together
with the goal of hearing where the Holy Spirit is calling
the church.
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Ultimately, the goal is to reach a consensus, which
does not always mean the idea that most people
support will be embraced by the pope. For example,
during the Synod on the Amazon, the majority of
bishops voted in support of allowing married men to
be ordained priests in order to ameliorate the priest
shortage in the region. Pope Francis chose not to go
forward with approving the proposal because, as he
revealed in a personal note to the Jesuit journal La
Civiltà Cattolica, he believed the majority decision did
not reveal a true consensus reached through prayerful
discernment.

imagine what that
may look like. As
the papal
biographer Austen Ivereigh wrote in Commonweal,
“A
Church accustomed
to a command-andcontrol model does
not adapt easily to
synodality.”

Pope Francis waves as he arrives for a
session of the Synod of Bishops on
young people, the faith and vocational
discernment at the Vatican Oct. 9.
(CNS photo/Paul Haring)

With his plans for a two-year “synodal
process” focusing on synodality, Pope Francis seems
to have decided that the best way for the church to
figure out what synodality means in practice is to try it
out.

“There was a discussion...a rich discussion...a
well-founded discussion, but no discernment, which is
something different from arriving at a good and
justified consensus or relative majority,” he wrote. “We
must understand that the Synod is more than a
parliament; and in this specific case it could not escape
this dynamic.”

The process “For a Synodal Church: Communion,
Participation, and Mission” will begin with a diocesan
listening phase from October 2021 to April 2022,
followed by a continental phase from September 2022
to March 2023 and a final “universal church phase”
that will look more like past synod meetings in the
Vatican in October 2023. It is reasonable to expect that
Pope Francis will follow the document with an
apostolic exhortation outlining his takeaways and
decisions from the synod a few months later, as he has
done for previous synods.

Making decisions “synodally” is a top priority for Pope
Francis. In a speech celebrating the 50th anniversary of
the establishment of the synod of bishops, the pope
said, “It is precisely this path of synodality which God
expects of the Church of the third millennium.” He
would like to see this type of decision-making not only
among the bishops meeting in Rome but “at every
level of the Church’s life,” beginning with the laity (the
“people of God”), then the pastors, the bishops and
finally, the pope.

Will this process completely overhaul the church’s
top-down decision-making? It isn’t likely. But by
pulling the entire church into this participative process,
Pope Francis aims to give Catholics an experience of a
church that comes together instead of fragmenting,
that discerns together instead of making decrees in
isolation and that walks together (how the verbal form
of the Greek word for “synod” is used in the New
Testament).

While critics believe that the pope’s role as the final
decision-maker limits the ability of the synod to make
decisions, especially when the pope’s decisions run
counter to the synod’s recommendations, Pope Francis
sees it as more of a “discerner in chief” role. It “is not
a limitation of freedom, but a guarantee of unity,” the
pope said.
Why hold a ‘synod on synodality’?

That process will likely be messy. It is different from
what most Catholics are used to, and by its nature
involves disagreement. But it also involves mutual
listening, courage, humility and respect—all virtues
that today’s church could stand to grow in.

It is clear that Pope Francis still thinks there is a long
way to go before the church is making decisions
“synodally” at every level. In fact, it is difficult to even

See You in Savannah!

Msgr. Glenn Nelson will
present For a Synodal

Don’t miss out—

Church—A Deaf Ministry

go to www.NCOD.org

Perspective at Pastoral Week

2022: A Living Hope in
Savannah.

to register TODAY!
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‘The Chosen’ is the Jesus TV show your very Catholic
aunt keeps telling you to watch. And you should.
~Mary Grace Mangano, America The Jesuit Review; https://www.americamagazine.org/arts-culture/2021/07/02/chosen-jesus-tv-series-240952

“Get used to different.” That’s the tagline for “The
Chosen,” a show from Angel Studios that is
unorthodox in many ways. The first-ever multi-season
TV series about the life of Christ, it is entirely
crowdfunded. It is also free to watch in The Chosen
App, which doesn’t require viewers to fork over their
email addresses or pay any fees. Just come and see.

One of my favorite episodes is when Simon Peter
follows Jesus after the miracle of the fish (Season 1,
Episode 4). His brother Andrew had been telling him
about Jesus, whom Andrew had heard about from
John the Baptist, but Simon was skeptical. He had a
family to support and mountains of debt. But with a
simple, gentle invitation to trust him, to “let down his
net,” Jesus converts Simon. The mercy, love and
tenderness of Jesus is palpable.

For months, two of my aunts had been urging me to
watch “The Chosen.” And if I’m being honest, even
though their texts were effusive in their praise for the
series, I could not help but think, oh, a Bible show. I
pictured the sort of show we watched in my C.C.D.
days and didn’t put it high on my priority list.

How can an actor attempt to capture an accurate
representation of Jesus? This is what I asked Jonathan
Roumie, the actor who plays Jesus on “The Chosen.”
Hailing from New York City and born to an Irish
mother and Egyptian father, Mr. Roumie was
baptized in the Greek Orthodox Church. When his
family moved from the city to the suburbs, they could
not find a home in a new Orthodox community, and
so they transitioned to attending Roman Catholic
churches, where he was confirmed.

I finally gave the show a chance this past Easter when
Season 2 premiered. From the very first episode, I
was floored. I watched the entire first season in a
matter of days. I wanted more. I wanted to watch and
see and be with Jesus. The acting is excellent, the
visuals stunning, the artistry superb, and it pays
careful attention to historic details and Jewish culture.
But perhaps the show’s most important feature is that
it portrays the characters as human, especially Jesus.
Many previous attempts to depict Christ on the
screen have focused on his divinity, but what I
appreciate about “The Chosen” is that its creators
acknowledge that we can never fully grasp his divinity.
But Jesus’s humanity? Yes, that we can understand.
And that is what this show captures so well.

I asked Mr. Roumie how his own faith has been
changed by the experience of playing Jesus. He said
that it has made his relationship with Christ more
intimate and has “allowed a proximity that was
beyond what was prior.” The producers of “The
Chosen” invent certain events to flesh out the fullness
of Christ’s humanity, Mr. Roumie explained, and that
can be challenging for some, but has also brought a
deeper closeness to Christ for many fans.

The church needs this show. The faithful need this
show. It sounds strange to say, but in all the books,
podcasts, homilies, catechesis and education I have
encountered that have formed my faith, it never
occurred to me that the apostles had full lives with
families, jobs, commitments and challenges, just like I
do—and that Jesus disrupts all of that when he
arrives. They were faithful Jews (and I’ve learned so
much about the Jewish faith by watching the show!)
awaiting a Messiah. And following Jesus required real
sacrifice and faith. But like any decision made by a
human being, it involved questioning, doubt, faith
and trust.

The show doesn’t shy away from the challenges that
Christ presented to first-century Jews (and continues
to present to modern viewers). It instead presents
their relationships with Jesus as ones of seeking, of
trying to understand and failing to do so often. This
points to the need for the sacrament of confession,
Mr. Roumie suggested. “It’s ‘once saved, always
saved,’” he said. “But it’s not ‘once saved, never sinful
again.’” As human beings of faith, he explained, the
struggle is ongoing, but Christ’s compassion is
infinite.
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Mr. Roumie emphasized
reminders of how much they are loved
that even though he plays
by God.
Jesus, he can really only
relate to the other
Mr. Roumie gave an example of when
characters: Simon being
the team was filming the Sermon on
stubborn; Matthew
the Mount scene (an upcoming episode
putting his own needs
in Season 2) in Texas. It was the middle
first sometimes; Mary
of February and 20 degrees. Three
Magdalene’s healing and
thousand Covid-tested extras, all people
conversion; Thomas’s Jonathan Roumie as Jesus in Season 2 of ‘The who invested in the show, had brought
doubts. This was what Chosen’ (photo: Angel Studios)
their own costumes and found their
struck me watching the
own travel to participate in the iconic
show, too. The apostles are relatable. They were scene. One 12-year-old girl approached the director,
people, too. As we spoke, Mr. Roumie also cited the Dallas Jenkins, and explained that a year ago she was
scene with Simon Peter on his knees by the boat. going to take her own life. But someone sent her the
“I’ve had that conversation with God,” he said, “not show, and by the end of the first episode, she decided
feeling worthy.”
not to go through with it. “That a TV show could
impact her enough to change her mind … is
“The Chosen” takes its time telling the stories of the unfathomable. God is working very obviously and
Gospels, which necessitates taking some creative clearly to use this show as a way to heal people,” Mr.
license. But the creators of the show hope that by Roumie said.
seeing the parables lived out and connecting to them
more closely, viewers will be inspired to pick up their Although I initially put off my aunts’ suggestions that
Bibles. For me, the show has reinforced how Jesus’s I watch “The Chosen,” I have now become the
ministry was not something that developed overnight person recommending the show to everyone I know.
with perfectly faithful followers; rather, it took time to As I read the daily Gospel, I can picture James and
grow and develop. He called people one by one, and John, sons of Zebedee, asking for seats at the right
not all at once, but when they were ready.
hand of God and not understanding what their
requests mean. I appreciate how tense forming
One example of this creative license is an episode in community would be for Jews like Simon and
the first season that depicts Jesus with young children. Andrew, who had had their exorbitant taxes collected
The way the creators envision it, the children are by Matthew, now someone they are supposed to work
Jesus’s first students. In a way, he tests out his with and love. I resonate with Mary Magdalene who
ministry with them. This episode also shows him bravely leaves her old ways behind but still needs to
cloaking his divinity, as Mr. Roumie puts it, and be reminded of God’s love for her.
suffering the mundanity of humanity in the form of
bugs, scrapes, finding food, making a fire and being More than ever, I see the apostles as people like me.
tired after a long day.
That is such a different understanding than the tooholy-to-touch view I sometimes previously espoused.
People have been “reluctant to believe it’s more than
a melodramatic platitude-driven story about Jesus and But, I guess I need to get used to different—because
His followers,” Mr. Roumie said, “where he’s just a Jesus changes everything.
stone statue who talks in King James language that
divorces people from their own lives and reality.” But Season 2 of ‘The Chosen’ has a few more episodes that are
when they do, sometimes by accident, encounter the scheduled to be released by the end of the summer. The rest of
show, a number of fans have experienced profound the seasons are still in funding stages.

See You in Savannah!
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Body, Blood, Soul, & Divinity
Saturdays
Guardian Angels Catholic Community—Oakdale, MN, Archdiocese of St. Paul &
Minneapolis; ASL Interpreter 4:30 pm CST at facebook.com/GuardianAngelsOakdale

Sundays

(Masses are organized by time zones)

St. Timothy Church—West Hartford, CT, Archdiocese of Hartford
9:00 am EST at https://youtu.be/qstWSTsEazs

Schott Communities for Persons who are Deaf or Disabled—Cooper City, FL, Archdiocese of Miami
ASL Interpreter 9:30 am EST at Schott Communities FaceBook Page
Ascension Deaf Ministry—Melbourne, FL, Diocese of Orlando
9:30 am EST at https://www.ascensioncatholic.net/
Fr. Thomas Rozman – Pastor of St. Joseph Catholic Church, Mechanicsburg, Diocese of Harrisburg, PA
Livestreaming Mass in ASL, 9:45 am EST at stjosephmech.org
Fr. Shawn Carey – Director of the Boston Deaf Apostolate, Archdiocese of Boston
ASL Mass 11:00am EST at youtube.com/user/DeafApostolateBoston (recordings at bostondeafcatholic.org)
Fr. Mike Depcik – Director of Catholic Deaf Community, St John’s Deaf Center, Archdiocese of Detroit
ASL Mass 11:30am EST at facebook.com/deafmass
Monsignor Glenn Nelson J.C.L. – Director of Deaf Apostolate & Vicar General, Diocese of Rockford, IL
ASL Mass 10:00am CST at facebook.com/RockfordDeafApostolate
St. Paul Catholic Church—Olathe, KS, Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas
ASL Interpreter 10:00 am CST at https://www.spcatholic.org/
Fr. Dave Korth – Sacred Heart Church, Diocese of Omaha, NE
ASL Interpreter 10:30 am CST at sacredheartchurchomaha.org or YouTube.com/SacredHeartChurchOmaha
Bishop Michael Olson – St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Diocese of Fort Worth, TX
ASL Interpreter 11:00am CST at fwdioc.org
St. Bernadette Parish—Lakewood, CO, Archdiocese of Denver
ASL & English 10:00 am MST at stbernadettelakewood.org or St Bernadette Parish Lakewood CO FaceBook Page or St. Bernadette Parish Lakewood CO YouTube Channel
Very Reverend Patrick Schafer OFM – Holy Family Church, Archdiocese of Santa Fe, Albuquerque, NM
ASL & English 8:00am MST / ASL& Spanish 10:00am MST at Holy Family Church Albuquerque FaceBook
Page or Holy Family Church Albuquerque YouTube Channel
Fr. Tom Schweitzer with Deacon Tomas Garcia – Holy Angels Catholic Church of the Deaf, Archdiocese of
Los Angeles, CA ASL & English 8:30 am PST / ASL & Spanish 11:30 am PST
at youtube.com/user/hacofthedeaf/live
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30 Holy Cross Students Inducted Into
Jesuit Honor Society
~College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, MA

•

Thirty Holy Cross students were inducted into Alpha
Sigma Nu, the Jesuit honor society founded in 1915, at
a ceremony held on Sunday, Oct. 24th in the Rehm
Library. The new inductees exemplify the society’s
values of excellence in scholarship, loyalty and service.

•
•

Selection to Alpha Sigma Nu is one of the highest
honors that can be given on a Jesuit campus.
Candidates for membership are selected from the top
15 percent of their class, and from this group
membership will be awarded to only four percent.

•
•
•

In addition to the student inductees, three members of
the College community were inducted as honorary
members: Holy Cross President Vincent D.
Rougeau, Amber Hupp, associate professor and chair
in the chemistry department, and Stephanie Clark,
program coordinator and lecturer in the deaf studies
and sign languages department.

•
•
•

Alpha Sigma Nu, the only honor society permitted to
bear the Jesuit name, encourages its members to a
lifetime pursuit of intellectual development, deepening
Ignatian spirituality, service to others and a
commitment to the core principles of Jesuit education.

•
•

Inductees include:
• William Baschwitz ‘22: Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y.,
English major, education minor
• Kerry Bresnahan ‘22: Osterville, Mass., biology
major, environmental studies minor
• Julie Brewer ‘22: Arlington, Va., psychology major,
neuroscience minor
• Jocelyn Buggy ‘22: Darien, Conn., history major,
religious studies and education double minor
• Julia Cashman ‘22: Worcester, Mass., sociology
major
• Andrew Corbett ‘22: Norwell, Mass., chemistry
major, neuroscience minor
• Stephen Dierkes ‘22: Drexel Hill, Pa., classics major
• Molly Doyle ‘22: West Newfield, Maine, history
major, peace and conflict studies and social justice
concentration
• Michael Elacqua ‘22: Utica, N.Y., psychology major

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Sara Guay ‘22: Concord, N.H., biology major,
biochemistry concentration
Margaret Haley ‘22: East Weymouth, Mass.,
computer science major, statistics minor
William Hamilton ‘22: Andover, Mass., English and
political science double major, rhetoric and
composition minor
Kathryn Hauver ‘22: Shrewsbury, Mass., sociology
major; business, ethics, and society minor
Emma Keane ‘22: Whitestone, N.Y., psychology
and German double major
Katie Knippler ‘22: Hanover, N.H., English and
German double major
Isabella Lanna ‘22: East Greenwich, R.I.,
psychology and Spanish double major
John Larsen ‘22: Rumford, R.I., Asian studies and
history double major, peace and conflict studies
concentration
Clare Lawler ‘22: Winchester, Mass., English major,
peace and conflict studies concentration
Michael Luciano ‘22: North Reading, Mass.,
economics and mathematics double major
Monica Nakhla ‘22: North Attleboro, Mass.,
biology major, deaf studies and American sign
language minor
Matthew Robertson ‘22: Westford, Mass., chemistry
major and anthropology minor
Aidan Ruppert ‘22: Rochester, N.Y., psychology
and sociology major, German minor
Anne-Catherine Schaaf ‘22: Westfield, N.Y., classics
major, gender sexuality, and women’s studies
concentration
Lindsay Spallone ‘22: Ridgefield, Conn., political
science and Spanish double major
Ramses Taveras ‘22: New Haven, Conn.,
economics and international studies double major
Emily Taylor ‘22: Hopkinton, Mass., psychology
major, neuroscience minor
Lindsay Vacca ‘22: Canton, Conn., accounting
major
Lauren Vitelli ‘22: West Hartford, Conn.,
psychology and deaf studies and American sign
language double major

•

•
2021 Alpha Sigma Nu student
honorees.
Photo
by
John
Buckingham

Amanda Wilderman ‘22:
Westbrook, Conn., political science
major, deaf studies and American
sign language minor, peace and
conflict studies concentration
Mary Woodall ‘22: Summit, N.J.,
religious studies major, gender
sexuality, and women’s studies
concentration

Also at the ceremony, it was announced
that the following students will serve as
the executive board officers: Stephen
Dierkes ‘22, president; Lauren Vitelli
‘22, vice president; Amanda Wilderman
‘22, secretary; Aidan Ruppert ‘22,
treasurer. Alpha Sigma Nu acceptance
is granted to less than four percent of
the class.

Prayer for Vocations

God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women to serve in your
Son’s Kingdom as priests, deacons, religious, and consecrated persons.
Send your Holy Spirit to help us respond generously and courageously to
your call. May our community of faith support vocations of sacrificial
love in our youth. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Synod Prayer
Adsumus, Sancte Spiritus

Prayer of invocation to the Holy Spirit for an ecclesial assembly of governance or discernment (thus synodal)
Every session of the Second Vatican Council began with the prayer Adsumus Sancte Spiritus, the first word of the
Latin original meaning, “We stand before You, Holy Spirit,” which has been historically used at Councils, Synods
and other Church gatherings for hundreds of years, being attributed to Saint Isidore of Seville (c. 560 - 4 April
636). As we are called to embrace this synodal path of the Synod 2021-2023, this prayer invites the Holy Spirit to
operate within us so that we may be a community and a people of grace. For the Synod 2021-2023, we propose to
use this simplified version, so that any group or liturgical assembly can pray more easily.

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather in Your name.
With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it.
We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions.
Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life
and not stray from the way of truth and what is right.
All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time,
in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever.
Amen.
Title revised from Latin, to have a proper incipit, different from the Adsumus Dominus Sancte Spiritus. The Caeremoniale Episcoporum 1984ss., n.
1173, only proposes the use of the Adsumus but does not give the text. The German version Das Zeremoniale für die Bischöfe, n. 1188, gives a German translation based on the Latin text of the Acta Synodalia of the Council, vol. I/1, p. 159.
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Learning Our Faith:
The Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church
This edition is pulled from a variety of locations in the Compendium.
Topics and locations are listed above each section.

The Sacrament of Healing
(Part Two, Section Two, Chapter Two)
What is the name of this sacrament? (1422-1424)
It is called the sacrament of Penance, the sacrament of Reconciliation, the sacrament of Forgiveness, the sacrament of Confession, and the sacrament of Conversion.
Do the baptized have need of conversion? (1427-1429)
The call of Christ to conversion continues to resound in the lives of the baptized. Conversion is a continuing obligation for the whole Church. She is holy but includes sinners in her midst.
What is interior penance? (1430-1433, 1490)
It is the movement of a “contrite heart” (Psalm 51:17) drawn by divine grace to respond to the merciful love of
God. This entails sorrow for and abhorrence of sins committed, a firm purpose not to sin again in the future and
trust in the help of God. It is nourished by hope in divine mercy.
Who is the minister of this sacrament? (1461-1466, 1495)
Christ has entrusted the ministry of Reconciliation to his Apostles, to the bishops who are their successors and to
the priests who are the collaborators of the bishops, all of whom become thereby instruments of the mercy and
justice of God. They exercise their power of forgiving sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
To whom is the absolution of some sins reserved? (1463)
The absolution of certain particularly grave sins (like those punished by excommunication) is reserved to the Apostolic See or to the local bishop or to the priests who are authorized by them. Any priest, however, can absolve a
person who is in danger of death from any sin and excommunication.
Can this sacrament be celebrated in some cases with a general confession and general absolution? (14801484)
In cases of serious necessity (as in imminent danger of death) recourse may be had to a communal celebration of
Reconciliation with general confession and general absolution, as long as the norms of the Church are observed
and there is the intention of individually confessing one’s grave sins in due time.
What are indulgences? (1471-1479, 1498)
Indulgences are the remission before God of the temporal punishment due to sins whose guilt has already been
forgiven. The faithful Christian who is duly disposed gains the indulgence under prescribed conditions for either
himself or the departed. Indulgences are granted through the ministry of the Church which, as the dispenser of
the grace of redemption, distributes the treasury of the merits of Christ and the saints.

An Act of Contrition
O my God, I am heartily sorry for having offended Thee, and I detest all my sins because of thy just punishments,
but most of all because they offend Thee, my God, who art all good and deserving of all my love. I firmly resolve
with the help of Thy grace to sin no more and to avoid the near occasion of sin. Amen.

Penance is an experience of the gift of God's boundless mercy.

Not only does it [the Sacrament of Penance] free us from our sins but it also challenges us to have the same kind of compassion and
forgiveness for those who sin against us. We are liberated to be forgivers. We obtain new insight into the words of the Prayer of St.
Francis: "It is in pardoning that we are pardoned."
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National Catholic Office for the Deaf
7202 Buchanan Street
Landover Hills, MD 20784
info@ncod.org
www.ncod.org
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Membership Form
For October 1 to September 30
Due October 30

National Catholic Office for the Deaf

NCOD Mission Statement:
Spread God’s message through the support of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Pastoral Ministry so that we may all be one in Christ

New Member

Renewal

Vision Subscription Only

Name:

Title:

Address:

City:

State:

Zip: __________

Country:

Diocese:

Deaf/Hard of Hearing
Phone (W):

VP

Email:

Deaf-Blind
Voice

Hearing

Phone (H):

VP

_________
Name of Designated Voter (for Family & Executive Members only):______________________
Please note: All of the above information is printed in the Membership Directory.

Do you want your personal data published in the Membership Directory?

Yes

NCOD needs your assistance to provide complete and accurate information. Thank you!

Annual Membership Fees (USA Rates)
Individual $70 (Pastoral Worker Yes __ or No __)
Student $10
Executive $250 (Diocese, Agencies, & Organizations)

No

Family $100

Donation: _______________ (Tax Deductible)

Vision Subscription Only (non-member)
One Year

$20 US

$30 International

OR

Mail Information: NCOD Membership
7202 Buchanan Street
Landover Hills, MD 20784

Two Year

$35 US

$45 International

Contact Information:
(301) 841-8209 VP
www.ncod.org
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