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Young People’s Desire for Authenticity
~Katie Locus, Head Consultant for Deaf Ministry, Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas
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Let’s be honest. If you ask a person to describe a Catholic, it’s rare to hear a
positive description. Often, people’s view of Catholics is rather subpar, to say the
least. Descriptions would include (with a pretty massive rolling of the eyes)
something like how Catholics live wildly in the secular world with drinking heavily
and treating the Catholic Church’s view of premarital sex as if it’s merely a
suggestion, not a requirement. Of course, there are many other things people in
the world would say that are quite clearly misunderstandings of our faith, like how
we are idol worshippers or we do strange voodoo things with saints and Mary. But
the crux of the matter is it is very rare to hear someone say how a Catholic person
glorifies God or even if a Catholic person is authentically living out his or her
Catholic faith. There has been a general lamenting within the Catholic community
about where young people are. Here’s a fact: young people are drawn to
authenticity. They desire authenticity. If they don’t see it, they’re not interested.
Moreover, since they are constantly surrounded by lies, the desire for authenticity
grows.
Authenticity. What does that word mean? According to the Webster Dictionary, it
means “the condition of being authentic, trustworthy, genuine”. In the words of
young people: “real”. Like I mentioned earlier, it’s rare to hear a person in the
secular world describe a Catholic person as someone truly living out his or her
Catholic faith. If you say you’re Catholic but you’re not really living out your faith
to a “T”, then … you’re not “real”. You’re just walking around with a label that
says “I’m Catholic” without backing it up. Young people can see that, and just
walk away. The same goes for teaching what the Catholic Church says. There was
a time in our American history during the 1960s and 1970s where it was very
confusing and tumultuous. During that time, Catholic catechesis was – quite
frankly – very watered down to the ultra-sweet dripping-with-sugar message of
“Jesus loves you !” The watered-down catechesis most likely contributed to the
confusion even more because people thought, “Well, maybe it doesn’t really matter
if I follow Catholic teachings or not! Jesus will love me no matter what!” Which
then led to the laissez-faire and hedonistic type of approach to life – meaning, “let’s
just commit whatever sins we want, as long as we feel good!” Yes, the message of
how Jesus loves us, no matter what, is always theologically true, but it DOES
matter whether we follow what the Catholic Church teaches and whether we
follow what Jesus commands us to do. Maybe that syrupy-sweet message was
necessary for that time period, but not anymore.
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Here are a couple of quick updates for you
Pastoral Week 2023: Santa Fe, New Mexico
The NCOD Board is pleased to announce the site for our Pastoral
Week Conference for 2023 - Santa Fe, New Mexico! We will be meeting
at the Hilton Santa Fe Historic Plaza (100 Sandoval Street, Santa Fe, NM
87501) which is in the heart of Santa Fe. It is a few blocks from The
Cathedral Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi and a short walk to the Loretto Chapel. Shops, restaurants, galleries, and museums are all close by so
you will be able to enjoy the town during down time. NCOD has negotiated hotel rates to continue to be $119/night! More information will
be shared in the upcoming months, but mark your calendars now to
join us in Santa Fe in 2023!
New Needs, New Solutions: Deaf Pastoral Worker Representative
NCOD has grown through the years to ensure that deaf pastoral workers are actively involved in leadership positions on the Board. It is critical that this continues. In recognition of that fact, and to ensure deaf
pastoral workers have a consistent and reliable contact, the NCOD
Board has asked Laureen Lynch-Ryan to continue to support NCOD
by running the day-to-day operations of the office in Landover Hills
and serve as Administrative Liaison to the Board. Deaf pastoral workers
should always approach their regional representative first for any assistance. However, if they feel they need more support from the Board,
they can contact Laureen as the Administrative Liaison and she will
bring those concerns to the Board. Laureen can be contacted at
ncodoffice@gmail.com.
Be courageous in bringing people to Christ. Pray for religious vocations!
NCOD Board of Directors
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making some bad decisions that were not in line with
the Catholic Church, and a fateful day where I went to
confession for the first time in eight years. After that, I
asked a priest to meet with me on a monthly basis, just
to have accountability. That one priest believed in me
and encouraged me to be so much more, even when I
did not believe I could be. Much to my surprise, I
ended up leading Bible and book studies and
participating in parish councils and committees. I was
drawn to Eucharistic Adoration. Daily prayer. I even
went to a young adult retreat where there were so many
Catholic adults my age who were poring over books by
Saints that I had never heard! That led to my reading
books written by Saints and about Saints.

‘“We want to do something radical with our lives.
To be Catholic right now as a young person is a
really radical decision. I think the people who
choose to be Catholic right now, we’re all in. We
don’t want ‘watered-down’ Catholicism”’ (Jones,
2021, Catholic News Agency, para. 30).
It was mentioned earlier that young people are
constantly surrounded by lies, so their desire for
authenticity grows. What’s an example of a lie that
people say? Here’s one very prevalent lie of the day:
moral relativism. In a nutshell, moral relativism is the
belief that there is no right or wrong. People who
follow moral relativism tend to say this: “What’s right
for you may not be right for another person, and that’s
fine.” Sounds nice, but it leads to misery, apathy, and
depression. Why? Because it’s a lie. There is an
absolute Truth, absolute right and absolute wrong. For
example, it is always right to love your brother and
sister in Christ, and it is always wrong to kill a baby.
When you follow a lie like moral relativism, nothing
good comes from it.

Then, eventually, this job where I get to serve God by
serving the deaf community through deaf ministry.
Another priest encouraged me to take the leap to join
the Spiritual Mentorship Program (SMP) and receive
ongoing spiritual direction. My desire for authenticity,
for
practicing of my faith in a hard-core manner
continually increased. The more people pushed me to
fit in society, the more I pushed back. The more I
learned about the Truth of my faith, the more I desired
for authenticity, for Him. For people who were real.
None of these people in my life watered down
anything. They gave me the Truth, as difficult and
complex as it was, and walked me through it, step by
step. How grateful I am to them.

In college, I frequently experienced moral relativism.
There was one that stood out. I was at lunch with my
friends, and we were sitting at this round table. All of
my friends were women who were part of a particular
sorority, and I was the only one who was not. “What
do you think of gay marriage?” “What do you think of
premarital sex?” “Do you support abortion?” They
asked me controversial questions, one right after the
another. I responded, explaining my faith and why my
answers were countercultural. Their response to my
answers were all the same: “You’re so narrow-minded!
You shouldn’t judge.” I began adding two words to my
answers: “For me.” For example: For me, I don’t
support abortion; For me, I don’t approve of gay
marriage; For me, I don’t agree with
pre-marital sex. It sounded nice, but
I was distorting the truth. Like how
Scrooge shoved down the hat on the
light of truth in a Christmas Carol.
Distorting the Truth to appease the
masses just served to squash the light
of Truth.

I find it interesting that Pope St. John
Paul II shared his masterpiece Theology of
the Body in the 1980’s when Catholicism
had became watered down.
His
teaching on the beauty of the body and
God’s plan for us was a shock to the
world because it was so true and so Pope Saint
authentic. Here was a man who was John Paul II
dedicated to Christ completely to the point of being a
priest, a bishop, and now a Pope – who was also living
a life of complete celibacy. His life matched his
message. This particular man was sharing the message
of God’s divine plan for our bodies and what it meant,
the true meaning of love as opposed to the secular
message that love meant getting what you wanted, even
at the expense of using others to appease you. Young
people hungered for what St. Pope John Paul II taught
because it was so refreshingly authentic, and he didn’t
shy away from the difficult parts, especially telling us
that we couldn’t use our bodies as we wished because
we were bought at a price.

Scrooge, A
Christmas Carol

If I wasn’t offending anyone, I’d feel
a lot better, right? No one was mad at me and I could
go on my merry way. Wrong. I started walking on egg
shells, wondering what I should say, HOW I should say
it, and I believe I knew deep down inside I was not
being completely honest. It was all lies. That led to
apathy, nonchalance, and numbness which led to

After that, the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) was
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published. Then the Compendium of the Catholic Church
and eventually the Youth Catechism (YouCat), which were
both derived from the CCC. What was so amazing
about those publications were, again, they were
authentic. The Catholic Church delivered exactly what
it is that we believe as Catholics and why we believe it
without sugarcoating it.

‘Do everything without grumbling or questioning,
that you may be blameless and innocent, children
of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked
and perverse generation, among whom you shine
like lights in the world while holding fast to the
word of life…’ (Philippians 2:14-16)

Let’s also bring up World Youth Day, which was also
initiated under St. John Paul II’s time as Pope.
Thousands of young people attend World Youth Days.
Partly because it seems like a fun trip to have but it
always ends up being a chance to encounter Christ in a
truly authentic way. Often, once that happens, they’re
“all in”, as Elizabeth Sisk says in the quote shared at the
beginning of this article from Catholic News Agency.

people actually thrive on challenges more because who
doesn’t want to be the hero or heroine of their life story? Who doesn’t want to fight and overcome the villains the world provides? The world – and even people
within the Catholic Church who have good intentions
but misunderstand the big picture – certainly provides
those challenges when you are a young person and
Catholic.

But where are the young people?
them!”

In the quote written by St. Paul to the Philippians, he
writes: “…in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation,
among whom you shine like lights in the world while holding fast
to the word of life…’ (2:14-16). The crazier and more
profane the world becomes, young people’s longing
and desire for authenticity increases. We want to know
people who will hold fast to the word of life even in the
midst of a crooked and perverse generation.

I don’t see

If you talk to certain people, they will paint a completely different picture of young people within the Catholic
Church in the 21st century. For instance, in 2018, a
Benedictine friar mentioned at a retreat he led that he
and his fellow monks have seen an increasing number
of young men discerning and joining “hard-core” religious communities that still require a habit. At a Vatican II workshop in 2021, a priest for the Archdiocese
of Kansas City in Kansas made mention that he has
seen an increasing number of young people attending
his Traditional Latin Masses more than other Masses he
has celebrated. Moreover, there have been an increasing number of young people attending and learning
about the foundation of our faith in traditional programs like seminaries, Holy Family School of Faith,
Theology of the Body Institute, Steubenville events,
and so on.

Young people are drawn to
authentic people like moth to a
flame. The same goes for the
Truth. We want to read and know
the absolute Truth of our faith.
a superhero and
Catechism of the Catholic Church. Books Be
share the Light
by Saints like “Confessions” by St.
Augustine or “The Story of a Soul” by St. Therese of
Lisieux. Even “Summa Theologica” by St. Thomas
Aquinas or “Interior Castle” by St. Teresa of Avila.
Theology of the Body by St. Pope John Paul II. We want to
experience and live our faith in a truly authentic and
hard-core way by praying Liturgy of the Hours, learning
in Theology classes, and attending daily Mass. We long
for people to tell us the Truth, not sugar-coat and water
down everything.

I have seen it myself when I brought two students to a
Steubenville conference. We were surrounded by
THOUSANDS of young people! Why is there such an
increase in young people leaning towards “hard-core”
Catholicism? Because they desire authenticity. By getting involved with Catholic religious communities and
traditional programs, they know it’s not watered down
and they know these people are trying their best with
God’s grace to live their faith well. They know it’s what
Jesus would have taught and
would have wanted. In those
places, there is NO compromise
with the world. Morals and values are kept at all costs. Young

If you’re wondering how to get young people back in
your church, do two things: make sure you’re living
your faith in accordance with the Catholic Church and
be courageous in sharing the Truth, regardless of how
difficult or complicated it is. That is how you can be
authentic. We know our Catholic faith is beautiful,
deep, and mind-blowing! Young people have learned to
not trust anyone to tell them the Truth. Don’t join the
rest of the world and give them another reason to

Steubenville Conference
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distrust you by watering down the Faith so it’s “easy”
or living in a manner that does not reflect the beauty of
our faith.

I will tell you this: they have a
desire for authenticity. For
Truth. For being challenged
and encouraged to be so much
more. I know. I am one of
Katie, The College Years them.

Where are the young people? You might not see them
in churches now because they’re in seminary or
discerning religious life with a community. Or they’ve
moved to a place where there is authenticity. Or
they’re not interested because no one in their lives or
the Catholic Church have shared the Truth with them,
either with words or the model of their own lives. But

Works Cited
Jones, Autumn. Catholic News Agency. Traditional Latin MassGoers: Pope Francis Doesn’t Understand Us. Published August 10,
2021. Accessed February 2, 2022.

St. Louis Deaf Ministry Begins a New Chapter in its
Long History
~Al Alvord, Coordinator for Catholic Deaf Ministry, Archdiocese of St. Louis, MO

We are back! I am pleased to inform you all that our
Catholic Deaf Ministry office for the Archdiocese of St
Louis has resumed and is back in business as of July
2019. How did it happen?

sign language. We also work together in educating our
Deaf Catholic Community and others. Now I understand God’s plan and I plan to enjoy working for the
Lord for the rest of my life!

We have had ASL Signed Mass for many years until
2011. When Fr Vic Barnhart passed away at age 55.
We had no other priests with sign language skills, so we
used interpreters. Most of the Deaf Catholics wanted
to have our own priest with signing skills since 2011.
The Archdiocese of St Louis supported me to enroll in
the four-year Ministry Formation Program (MFP) for
the deaf. God had been calling me to go to MFP and I
did not know why, but I listened to Him. It was not
until the third year of MFP that I realized why God
called me there. In 2018, I received a certificate of
completion from MFP and Archbishop Carlson offered
me a full-time position as the Coordinator of Catholic
Deaf Ministry (CDM) working with Fr Dan Kavanagh,
who is hard of hearing.

In early spring of 2021, we
announced that CDM would
establish a new library for
Deaf Catholics at the parish
where Fr Dan served as
pastor. The parish school
Classrooms were converted had closed a few years ago
for use by Catholic Deaf
so we were able to change
Ministry.
one old classroom and part
of the hallway by the classroom to serve the Catholic
Deaf Community. The parish maintenance men
worked extremely hard on renovating and converting
the classroom to a library and meeting room. They
painted walls, removed some old shelves, children’s
coat hangers, the school desks, installed curtains,
shampooed the carpet and more.

Fr Dan Kavanagh, a priest of the Archdiocese of St
Louis grew up hard-of-hearing, and had expressed interest to Archbishop Carlson about ministering to the
Deaf. He only knew a few signs. I was an ASL teacher
in high school and community college settings for over
20 years so we have been able to work together to build
his ASL skills. Now, Fr Dan is doing very well with

We were very thankful for several people who donated
books, DVDs, statues and more. These additions to
our CDM Library were a blessing to the Deaf Catholic
Community. One of our Deaf Catholics, Bill Crume,
donated many Catholic books, DVDs, statues, and several huge posters that he had created. Sadly, shortly
after his relocation, he passed away. Bill was a talented
5

Artwork donated by Bill Crume to CDM.

we ordered some new chairs. Another church donated
an altar table to CDM. On July 4th, 2021, we had our
first full ASL Mass! People showed up and their facial
expressions showed they were surprised with all the
changes to the room. They really loved it as a chapel!

artist and will be remembered through
his art that is now on display.
In the hallway, we have also hung some
photos showing our history, including
portraits of all the priests who have
worked with the Catholic Deaf Community in St Louis.
At first, we did not have pictures of several priests
before Fr Gruenke C.Ss.R, but we were able to find
more old photos from the Redemptorist Archives in
Pennsylvania. We are thankful for their archivist who
spent his time sending copies of the portraits.

I asked Fr Dan to share his comments below:
“It has been an exciting year at CDM with the start of
ASL Mass in our new chapel space. I am so thankful to
those who helped get the chapel set up, and for those
who have been praying for a return of ASL Mass here
in the Archdiocese of St Louis.

“I am incredibly grateful for the experience that I had
learning the Mass parts in ASL at the Religious ASL
workshop in Rockford, IL this past summer, and for
Al’s continued help in teaching me ASL vocabulary for
signing the Gospel readings and my homilies! I give
thanks to God that things have been coming together
well!”

Fr Dan received a new living assignment this past
summer to better balance his responsibilities with the
Catholic Deaf Community; however, our CDM office,
library and chapel remain at the old St Richard’s
Catholic school.
Historical pictures displayed
in hallway by CDM library
and chapel.

If you happen visiting in St Louis, please join our ASL
Mass to learn God’s Word from Fr Dan. We are
family.

For more information, please contact:
Al Alvord at allenalvord@archstl.org or (314) 282 4941 VP.

Deaf Mass
Fr. Dan had experienced Deaf Mass with Fr. Jerry
Trancone in Landover Hills, MD a few summers ago
and he wanted to start that again here in St Louis. He
announced that we will have a full ASL Mass starting in
July, 2021. We all praised the Lord for bringing our
long-standing tradition back. The Deaf Catholics were
very excited! Some people understandably felt strange
because the Mass would take place in our CDM
library/chapel space and it was not the same as church.

We send a CDM Memo every Friday in an email.
Our newsletter is printed four times a year. Other resources such
as vlogs, events, announcements are emailed out every Friday. If
you wish to subscribe our CDM Memo, please email Al.

We ordered a three-foot tall crucifix from Italy, added a
black curtain to cover the whiteboard, and installed a
film of stain glass over the windows. Then, we installed
four small stained-glass images of Saints. In addition,

The new library/chapel space for Catholic Deaf Ministry and
the Deaf Catholic community of St. Louis. Everyone loves the
new space!

Does your community have news to share with NCOD members?
Submit your articles and pictures to ncodpresident@gmail.com.
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Elections for Regions 1 & 7
West & Mid-Atlantic
NCOD would like to thank Nancy Lopez (West Region 1) and Laureen LynchRyan (Mid-Atlantic Region 7) for their dedicated service. Their terms are
ending and it is time to select new representatives for those two regions. For
the 2022 elections, the following process with be utilized:
• Nominations will be accepted until March 25.
• A member can nominate a fellow member with their consent OR a
person can self-nominate. Please use the nomination form on the next
page.
• Nominees will be required to submit a resume.
• Nominees will be required to submit a letter of recommendation from
their parish priest, diocesan ministry, or bishop verifying the person is
in good standing with the parish/diocese and would make a quality
candidate for the NCOD Board of Directors.
• Nominees should submit a picture of themselves to
.
ncodpresident@gmail.com.
• Ballots will be sent to the appropriate region(s) after the nomination
period has closed.

New Needs, New Solutions
Deaf Pastoral Worker Representative
NCOD has grown through the years to ensure that deaf pastoral workers are
actively involved in leadership
positions on the Board. It is critical that this
continues. In recognition of that fact, and to ensure deaf pastoral workers have a consistent and reliable contact,
the NCOD Board has asked Laureen Lynch-Ryan to continue to support NCOD by running the day-to-day
operations of the office in Landover Hills and serve as Administrative Liaison to the Board. Deaf pastoral workers
should always approach their regional representative first for any assistance. However, if they feel they need more
support from the Board, they can contact Laureen as the Administrative Liaison and she will bring those concerns
to the Board. Laureen can be contacted at ncodoffice@gmail.com.

Pastoral Week 2023: Santa Fe, NM

January 26-30

The NCOD Board is pleased to announce the site for our Pastoral Week Conference for 2023 - Santa Fe, New
Mexico! We will be meeting at the Hilton Santa Fe Historic Plaza which is in the heart of Santa Fe. It is a few
blocks from The Cathedral Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi and a short walk to the Loretto Chapel. Shops,
restaurants, galleries, and museums are all close by so you will be able to enjoy the town during down time.
NCOD has negotiated hotel rates to continue to be $119/night! More information will be shared in the upcoming
months, but mark your calendars now to join us in Santa Fe in 2023!
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National Catholic Office for the Deaf
Board Nomination
Board terms are three years (May 1 to April 30). An NCOD member can nominate a fellow member with their
consent OR a person can nominate themselves. Ballots will be sent to the appropriate region(s) after the
nomination deadline passes.
Nominees must submit a resume and a letter of recommendation from the parish priest, diocesan ministry, or
bishop verifying the candidate is in good standing with the parish / diocese and would make a quality candidate
for the Board of Directors. Nominees are also asked to send a picture to ncodpresident@gmail.com.
Nominations are accepted until March 25.

Person Making the Nomination
Email for Person Making the Nomination
Nominee’s Name
City, State
Place of Employment
Job Title
Email
Mobile Phone Number
Videophone Number
Have you served on any board?
If yes, please list the organizations.

□ Yes

□ No

NCOD is looking for individuals with some of the following backgrounds to serve on the Board. Please indicate
your top 6 strengths and/or preferences.

Administration
Finance
Ministry/Formation Program
Sales
Other (please specify)

Business Planning
Fundraising
Publicity/Marketing
Theology

Computer/Technology
Grant Writing
Religious Education
Website/Social Media

Please give any other additional information that explains how you can serve the National Catholic Office for the
Deaf as a member of its Board of Directors. (Attach separate page.)
Additional Material Required
Nominees must submit a resume AND a letter of recommendation from the parish priest, diocesan ministry, or
bishop verifying the candidate is in good standing with the parish / diocese and would make a quality candidate
for the Board of Directors. Nominees are also asked to send a picture to ncodpresident@gmail.com.
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God’s Gift in Disguise
~Story by Chris Grosser; Photos by Chris Grosser and Tammy Wilson
https://catholicmagazines.org/magazine-archive/faith-along-michigans-45th-parallel/gld0222

Andrew Makarewicz says his hearing loss has made him the
compassionate person he is today.
Twenty-one-year-old
Andrew Makarewicz
has long regarded
himself as an “old
soul”. Perhaps that—
coupled with his deep
faith and trust in
God—is why today
he’s able to view as a
gift the severe
bilateral hearing loss
with which he’s
Andrew Makarewicz says his faith grown up.
“I believe that
has only grown as a student at
Gallaudet University in Washington, my hearing loss has
DC
helped shape me into
the kind and compassionate person I am,” notes the
2018 Gaylord St. Mary Cathedral School graduate.
“I honestly don’t know what kind of person I
would be if I hadn’t one through the struggles I faced.
“It’s also a gift,” he adds, “because it’s given me
a passion to serve and help other people.”
Andrew wasn’t always so appreciative of what
he’s come to accept as God’s “gift in disguise.”

friends,” he shares. Beyond a core of close friends, “It
was hard for me to connect with people my age. I
couldn’t relate,” he says, explaining, for instance, he
missed joining in spontaneous conversations in
hallways because he relied heavily on reading lips.
“I was just like every kid who wanted to feel
like they fit in,” he recalls. “I knew my hearing loss was
probably one of the main reasons why I felt different.”
He remembers at times being mad at or
confused by God. Andrew was passionate about
musical theatre, yet his hearing loss impeded his singing
abilities. He questioned why God would give him a
passion he couldn’t fully pursue.
Nothing was easy.
“One way you meet people is through small
talk, and I’d miss those kinds of conversations. That’s
when I started to feel lonely, depressed and anxious,”
he says. He blamed himself for not being able to make
more friends; something must be wrong with him. As
his social anxiety kicked into overdrive, he analyzed
everything he did and said, further intensifying his
anxiety. “I felt like a screwup.” He was a sophomore in
high school.

WANTING TO FIT IN
Andrew remembers being an excited 4-year-old
showing off his first set of hearing aids to his preschool
classmates.
“I felt I was special,” he recalls, “it was
something no one else had.” At the time, he was too
young to understand the difficulties his hearing loss
would pose for him later in life.
In elementary school, Andrew enjoyed the
comfortable, caring environment of his small parochial
school. For him, showing his school spirit included
choosing school colors—blue and white—for the ear
molds he wore that connected to his hearing aids.
As he ventured into adolescence and toward
adulthood, however, the reality of his hearing loss and
its inherent challenges became painfully clear.
“Growing up, it was always really hard of me to make

DIGGING DEEPER
When his parents and
teachers recognized Andrew
was struggling, they sought
help to reduce his anxiety and
depression. “I was blessed
with a family that is loving and
supportive and a school that
provided me with teachers
who checked on me and, with
small class sizes, were more
aware.”
And somewhere
through all the trials, Andrew
realized he needed to tap into
the faith that had surrounded
him all of his life. “It’s when
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my faith became more
personal to me,” he says.
At St. Mary, faith
was a part of everything you
did there,” he offers, “...it
was always there for you.”
Likewise, his
family’s faith had always
been foremost in their lives.
Andrew says faith was always
“But just because
his for the taking at St. Mary
Cathedral School; he made it it’s there doesn’t necessarily
his own as he struggled mean you use it,” Andrew
through the challenges of his
acknowledges. “You have
hearing loss.
to realize, I’m struggling
and I need my faith to be happy.
“I needed to dig deeper and seek out God’s
love. When you’re feeling lost and things are not going
the way you want them to go, God’s there for you.
He’s there to help me get through the days.” He seeks
God’s presence daily no in every little thing.
And in those trying times, he notes, “I always
bring myself back to the fact God has a reason for
everything. We may find this reason in our lifetime, but
most of the time we never will. We simply have to
place our trust in him and let his plan unfold.”

hearing immersing themselves (in the deaf world). It’s
such a big group of people from diverse backgrounds,
some more isolated than I was.” The experience has
given him perspective about where he’s been and where
he’s going.
“I’ve had a lot of amazing experiences at GU I
wouldn’t otherwise have had. I’ve grown in my faith.
Putting myself in such an unfamiliar environment with
a new language, 12 hours from home, I had to rely on
God even more than I did before.
FINDING COMMUNITY
“There’s no other place like this in the world,”
Andrew says of GU.
“For me, it was eyeopening. Growing up in
small little Gaylord, my
situation was unique to
me. I felt I was going
through it alone; no one
could relate to it.
“I can relate to
everybody on a hearing Andrew assisted with signing
level here. It’s amazing to the Universal Prayer of the
Faithful at a 2019 World Youth
be able to talk about our Day event at the Basilica of the
experiences.”
National Shrine of the ImmacuHe’s found a place late Conception in Washington,
in the Gallaudet Catholic DC.
community on campus, too.
As a freshman, Andrew was invited to assist
with signing the Universal Prayer of the Faithful at
Panama in the Capital, a celebration at the Basilica of the
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception that
coincided with World Youth Day 2019 in Panama. (See
related story, page 11.)
He was honored to represent the Catholic deaf
community, he says, and the experience early on in his
college career reinforced for him he was where God
intended him to be.

LETTING GOD’S PLAN UNFOLD
As a high school senior, Andrew really hadn’t
considered attending an out-of-state college. Soon,
however, he found himself torn between a Michigan
school and Gallaudet University (GU) in Washington,
D.C. GU is the only university in the world where
students live and learn using American Sign Language
(ASL) and English. The young man whose graduating
class numbered 28 chose GU, in the nation’s capital,
750 miles from his rural Northern Michigan home. “I
didn’t know any sign language...I felt like God wanted
me to go to Gallaudet...he kept leading me back to
Gallaudet.”
Andrew trusted and surrendered, choosing to
immerse himself in an awkward, uncomfortable social
situation, knowing “I might screw up a hundred times a
day,” he says. “Putting myself in a situation like
that...helped me to get through the struggles. I
continued to use my relationship with God. It was very
difficult immersing myself in a new language and new
interactions with people.”
For him, however, it was the right choice.
“I can see exactly why that was supposed to
happen,” Andrew shares six months short of
graduating from GU with a bachelor’s degree in
biology. “It’s helped me to grow even more. I’ve met
so many people who are deaf, hard of hearing, or

A QUIET EVANGELIST
In venturing from a small
Catholic Midwest school to college in
the nation’s capital, Andrew was
aware he would meet many people
who would not share his faith.
With what’s going on in the
world these days, he finds it
concerning that people are not
seeking out their faith. “It’s scary the
world has come to the point people
are afraid to say they have a
relationship with God...I hope our
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Andrew embraced
his faith and many
challenges when he
ventured from small
-town Gaylord to
Washington, DC.

world can recognize how important God is, but people
seem to be pushing God away.
“My faith is very ingrained in me and I knew I’d
be able to listen to other people’s viewpoints and
beliefs while remaining firm in my Catholic faith.”
Perhaps it’s why God drew him to GU.
Andrew tries to live a faith he hopes is inviting
to others. “I hope I’ve been able to make an impact on
the people I’ve met at college; that they can see how
important faith is to me.”
As Andrew prepares for graduation and
encounters still more of life’s daily challenges, he asks,
“God, please give me the strength and wisdom to get
through all you have planned for me.”
To anyone facing adversity or what others have
wrongly labeled as disabilities, Andrew offers words he
has come to understand for himself: “God’s design is
beautiful, and you’re beautiful, and you’re exactly how
God wanted you to be. Don’t ever look at yourself as
not ‘normal’; you are normal in God’s eyes; you are
designed how he saw you in the first place.”

Andrew has gotten involved with the Catholic community
in Washington, DC, pictured with Cardinal Wilton Gregory, Archbishop of Washington, and friends.

Meet
ANDREW
MAKAREWICZ
•
•

•

A SIGN …
As a Gallaudet University freshman new to
American Sign Language, Andrew Makarewicz had the
opportunity to sign one of the prayers—during the
Universal Prayer of the Faithful—at Panama in the Capital
2019. This experience “was very scary, but at the same
time very exciting and a once in a lifetime opportunity,”
says Andrew.
The English translation of what he signed: “For
all the pilgrims gathered to celebrate World Youth Day
here and in Panama. Inspired by the saints, may we live
as missionary disciples, carrying the message of Jesus to
those in our homes, workplaces, parishes and
communities.”
The invitation to sign at the Basilica of the
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception
“reinforced for me that I was
in the right place,” says
Andrew.
He notes that even
before he started at
Gallaudet, his grandmother,
Rosalie Makarewicz, had said
how cool it would be if he
were able to sign at the
basilica. “I told her that
would probably never
happen because only the
‘experts’ would have that
awesome opportunity.”
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•

•

•
•

•

•
•

Age: 21
Parents: Kevin & Tina; older brother,
Matthew; a seminarian at Mundelein
Seminary; grandparents, Joe and Rosalie
Makarewicz of Gaylord and James Jr.
(deceased) and Pamela Dionise of Gaylord
2018 graduate of St. Mary Cathedral School,
Gaylord
Diagnosed as a preschooler with severe
bilateral hearing loss after his hearing testing
normal as an infant; University of Michigan
doctors found no cause for the loss
Senior at Gallaudet University (GU),
Washington, DC, the only university in the
world where students live and learn using
American Sign Language (ASL) and English;
expects to graduate in May with a BS in
biology and a minor in chemistry
Member of GU swim team
Serves as a GU student ambassador, giving
campus tours to prospective students: “I’ve
had a very unique journey coming to
Gallaudet as a new-signer, so I love talking
with prospective students who grew up in a
similar environment as me”
Aspires possibly for a career in the medical
field: “I’m passionate about helping other
people and I think I have a personality that
fits those jobs very well”
Describes himself as “humble, passionate,
caring, empathetic and motivated”
Believes God has gifted him with “empathy,”
an off-shoot of his “gift-in-disguise” hearing
loss which helps him “connect with people
going through what I’ve gone through or in
tough situations completely different”; it’s a
quality essential for a career in the medical
field, he added
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Pope Francis Names New Bishop for Catholic Diocese
of Gaylord
~Catholic News Agency

VATICAN CITY—Pope Francis on Tuesday [Dec. 21,
2021] named a new bishop for the Catholic Diocese of
Gaylord, Michigan..

offer is for my parents,
Jerome and Nancy (Doud)
Walsh. They, as well as my
deceased grandparents,
have been the most
significant formators of my
life.”

The pope appointed Father Jeffrey J. Walsh, a priest of
the Diocese of Scranton, Pennsylvania, on Dec. 21 to
the post that had remained vacant for more than a year
and a half.

“I have been blessed with a
solid, but by no means
‘perfect,’ family that also
includes my two brothers,
two nieces, one nephew,
aunts and uncles and many close first cousins.”

In 2006, he was appointed episcopal vicar for the
eastern pastoral region. In 2015, he was named
episcopal vicar for clergy by Scranton Bishop Joseph C.
Bambera.
He became pastor of Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish and Saint Rose of Lima Parish in July, 2020. He
recently oversaw the renovation of the almost 150-yearold Saint Rose of Lima church.

“Looking forward, I hope to bring a missionary spirit to
my episcopal ministry under the mantle of Divine
Providence. From ‘Penn’s Woods’ to the land of
‘Great Lakes,’ I trust God’s loving plan.”

Walsh has also served as a school chaplain to the deaf
community, as well as diocesan vocations director.

Bishop Bambera said: “With pride and gratitude to
God, we celebrate Pope Francis’ appointment of Father
Walsh to serve as the sixth bishop of the Diocese of
Gaylord.”

It is with great pride and gratitude to God, that
we inform everyone that this morning Pope
Francis has appointed Father Jeffrey J. Walsh as
the sixth bishop of the Diocese of Gaylord,
Michigan.

“This announcement brings great joy in the Diocese of
Scranton as the Holy Father has chosen a native son,
nurtured and formed locally, to the office of episcopal
leadership and service in the Church.”

Read more about the appointment here:
https://t.co/cLImVgG0Mjpic.twitter.com/
NCU0bqddwv
~Diocese of Scranton (@DioceseOfScr)
December 21, 2021

The bishop-elect said, “In particular, I would like to
acknowledge the kind support of Bishop Joseph C.
Bambera. The most important act of gratitude I can

Prayer for Vocations

God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women to serve in
your Son’s Kingdom as priests, deacons, religious, and consecrated
persons. Send your Holy Spirit to help us respond generously and
courageously to your call. May our community of faith support
vocations of sacrificial love in our youth. We ask this through our Lord
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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A Vatican Library Shortens the Distance Between
Its Works and Its Scholars
Rare books in Rome are going online thanks to a German copier, a Long
Island scanning firm and a New York software company
~Elisabetta Povoledo
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/01/world/europe/pontifical-oriental-institute-digital-texts.html

ROME — On April 13, 1923, a French prelate named
Eugenio Tisserant and his assistant set sail from the
Italian port city of Trieste to buy some books.

The Rev. David Nazar, the rector
of the Pontifical Oriental
Institute. The collaboration to
digitize its books reminded him of
a “Mickey Rooney film.
Credit: Nadia Shira Cohen for
The New York Times

Christianity, was born.

The companies, he said, immediately understood the
value of the project. Many of the books come from
countries like Syria, Lebanon or Iraq, where war or
other turmoil put entire collections at risk. Others
come from countries where authoritarian censorship
was equally threatening.

By the next year, after
scouring bookstores
and private collections
scattered across the
Middle East and
Europe, they had
returned with 2,700
volumes — and the
l i b r a r y
o f
the Pontifical Oriental
Institute, a graduate
school dedicated to
the study of the
Eastern branch of

“We’re not a hospital, we’re not in the fields of Syria,”
Father Nazar said, “but we have students that come
from there, who study here because our resources
haven’t been destroyed by war.”
Though most of the institute’s titles are not
recognizable to the general public — the six-volume,
19th-century Eastern Orthodox canon collection
“Syntagma tôn theiôn kai hierôn kanonôn” never did
make a best-seller list — they are precious to scholars.
They include volumes like a Greek first edition of
liturgies of John Chrysostom, an early church father,
printed in Rome in 1526.

“I was perched on a ladder, amid the dust and the
heat,” Tisserant recalled years later of his time in
Constantinople, where he examined volumes “one by
one, for entire days.”

“The library is unique in the world,” said Gabriel Radle,
a professor at the University of Notre Dame who
studied at the institute a decade ago.
Its volumes cover the broad gamut that is Eastern
Christianity, a catchall term for the traditions and
denominations that developed in the first centuries of
the
church
in
Jerusalem and the
Middle
East,
spreading through
Greece, Turkey and
Eastern Europe,
north to Russia, south
to
Egypt
and
Ethiopia, and as far Fabio Tassone, the director of
the library, said scanning
east as India.

Modern-day church scholars may find the going a lot
easier. Some of the texts at the Rome institute, which
over the years swelled to some 200,000 works, have just
been digitized, and will soon be at the fingertips of a
global audience — no voyages or ladders needed.
The first digitized versions will be available to the
public in mid-2022, the product of a charitable
initiative that connected the institute with technology
companies in the United States and Germany.
“You know, like a Mickey Rooney film: I got the
costumes, I know a guy who has a barn, and we can put
the play on there,” said the Rev. David Nazar, the
institute’s rector.

The first set of books
to be digitized were
14

priority had been given to the
books most in demand.
Credit: Nadia Shira Cohen for
The New York Times

A book bearing the stamp
“T.K.,” marking it as
part of the original
collection gathered by
Eugenio Tisserant and
Cyrille Korolevskij.
Credit: Nadia Shira
Cohen for The New York
Times

scanned by an eight-member
team from a Long Island
company, Seery Systems
Group, using scanning
technology from SMA of
Germany. The project was
somewhat unusual for
Richard Seery, whose
company’s clients are
typically state and local
governments.

“I told people I usually don’t
travel over the bridge to New
Jersey on business, and now I’m going to Rome,” Mr.
Seery said in a telephone interview. The material was a
first for him, too.
“One page may be in German, the next page in
Sanskrit or some other language,” Mr. Seery said of his
experience scanning the texts. “And what was funny
was that after going through
page after page, book after
book, all of a sudden I could
read something — English,
something in English.”

The digitized books will be
managed via ShelterZoom, a
New York company whose
blockchain technology will
ensure that the institute will
retain ownership of the
volumes and control over
their consumption.

Journals published by the institute itself, particularly
issues that included unpublished manuscripts, their
translation and scientific
analysis, were also among the
first to be digitized. In all, about
500 volumes have been
digitized so far, he said, with
plans to continue the process in
A German company’s
the future.
scanner, used by the
library.

The material reflects the Credit: Nadia Shira
Cohen for The New
uniqueness of the institute, York Times
where “you can study all the
Eastern churches, not just one,” Father Nazar said.
“We preserve the resources of so many of these
Eastern cultures and churches for people to come back
and look at their roots, especially when things are in
disarray.”
Tisserant’s own book-buying efforts reflected the
breadth of the institute’s mission, and the depth of its
commitment

Back in 1923, his assistant, the Eastern Catholic priest
Cyrille Korolevskij, split off for Romania, Transylvania,
Hungary and Poland, before finally arriving in Vilnius,
the capital of Lithuania.

The institute’s volumes
cover the broad gamut
that
is
Eastern
Christianity.
Credit:
Nadia
Shira
Cohen for The New York
Times

Chao Cheng-Shorland, the chief executive
of ShelterZoom, said she visited the library this past
year and got very excited about the project.

“It’s unique, not just in the technology sense but also in
the sense of contributing to
such a wonderful piece of
history,” she said in a
telephone interview.
ShelterZoom
is
underwriting the first phase
of the project.
An illustrated Bible from
1540.
Credit: Nadia Shira Cohen
for The New York Times

the books most in demand, those that deal with
Eastern liturgy and the study of the early Christian
writers of the Eastern churches.

Fabio Tassone, the director
of the library, said scanning
priority had been given to
15

“He was hoping to reach Bosnia, but was forced to give
up,” Tisserant recalled in a letter written in 1955, by
which time his own star had risen. Tisserant had gone
on to head the Vatican Library and, as the dean of the
College of Cardinals, later presided at the funeral
Masses of Pope Pius XII in 1958 and Pope John XXIII
in 1963.

Many of the books the institute went on to collect
came from countries that were part of the former
Soviet Union.
The library has some unexpected gems as a result, like a
complete collection of the newspapers Izvestia and
Pravda from the Soviet period, including issues that
cannot be found in Russia, Mr. Tassone said, “because
they were made to disappear.”
The institute, which is working out a fee schedule for
access to the digitized volumes, will continue digitizing

the collection even after its charitable partners have
gone. It ended up purchasing the scanner with that in
mind.

shutdowns and lockdowns had proven “how crucial it
is to have digital access to academic sources.” No
ladder required.
The pandemic proved
“how crucial it is to
have digital access to
academic sources,” a
former student said.
Credit: Nadia Shira
Cohen for The New
York Times

The pandemic has driven home the value of the
project, another former student said.
The former student, Lejla Demiri, now the chairwoman
of Islamic doctrine at the University of Tübingen,
Germany, wrote in an email that two years of

Reflections from Rev. David Nazar, SJ
~Submitted by Rev. Joe Bruce, SJ

Fr. Joe Bruce, SJ from Catholic Deaf Archives, recently corresponded with Fr. David Nazar (see article above) about his time
working with the deaf. Fr. Nazzar sent a response that Fr. Joe would like to share with the members of NCOD.
Dear Joe:
Thanks for your thoughtful and kind email.
Yes, early in formation I worked with Peter, travelling all over Ontario in a little car stuffed to overflowing. It
was a rich experience and I picked up the language fairly quickly, as immersion forces you to do. Since I had a
good basis in the language, I continued working with the deaf community in Spokane, Washington for three
years. Coincidentally, perhaps providentially, when I arrived in Spokane there was a lovely elderly Jesuit who was
asked by an interpreter to say a weekly Mass that she would interpret. I arrived just as it was beginning, which
made everything easier for everbody. While studying philosophy there, I did some pastoral work with the deaf as
well as interpreting at events. It continued modestly when I went to Winnipeg for regency a weekly deaf Mass
there, though they had other interpreters.
As a phenomenon, sign language was fascinating for me. I grew up speaking English and Ukrainian and then
French. The way of constructing thoughts and feelings and values in each language is specific. Also, the perception of God and spiritual expression reflects the culture and thus the hear of the people. I studied some linguistics and sign language was always a significant point of reference since it emphasized more than other translation
efforts that it is not a matter of an arithmetic word-for-word exchange, but a conceptual world into which one
had to enter in order to speak coherently and to speak to the heart of people. I worked briefly in Jamaica and
long-term with native people in Canada and again, even though speaking English in both contexts, what you said
and how you spoke had to be reframed, even reimagined, for effective communication. So, I remain grateful still
for the time working with the deaf community. I still count with sign language when a need arises.
Good luck on your archival project. To have things collected, ordered, and available, especially digitally, is a
huge benefit today. I will say a prayer for your efforts and the deaf community.
Blessings of hope and joy for the new year.
Stay well.
David Nazar, SJ
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Teacher Becomes ‘Bride of Christ’
As She Is Consecrated to the Order of Virgins
~Jennifer Williams, The Catholic Post
https://thecatholicpost.com/2022/02/09/teacher-becomes-bride-of-christ-as-she-is-consecrated-to-the-order-of-virgins/

Wearing a wedding dress as she stood before Coadjutor
Bishop Louis Tylka, Christine Pinheiro resolved to
accept consecration as a bride of Christ last Saturday at
St. Mary’s Cathedral in Peoria.

himself, calling me to forget what lies behind and be
joined to him in love.”

A Latin and theology
teacher at Peoria
Notre Dame, she
became the sixth
w oma n
in
the
Diocese of Peoria to
be consecrated to the
Order of Virgins.
This ancient vocation
predates
the
formation of religious
communities and was
renewed during the
Second
Vatican
Council.

Pinheiro’s joy was evident in her smile as she posed for
photos at the conclusion of Mass. It was an emotion
that was shared by her family and friends alike.

Christine Pinheiro prostrates herself
on the sanctuary floor of St. Mary’s
Cathedral in Peoria on Feb. 3 as the
Litany of the Saints is sung during
the Mass at which she was consecrated to the Order of Virgins. (The
Catholic Post/Jennifer Willems)

“SHE’S SO HAPPY”

“I’m just over the moon. I’m so elated—there are
hardly words to describe how happy I feel for
Christine,” said her mother, Rita Ott-Pinheiro of Oak
Brook.
“You can tell she’s so happy with this,” she told The
Catholic Post. “All you want for your children is their
happiness and well-being, and I can’t deny that this will
be happiness and well-being for her.”
“I knew that God was going to do something. It was
obvious. So it was just nice when she found what that
something was,” said Amy Fotzler of Champaign, a
friend since their days at Holy Cross School in
Champaign and one of Pinheiro’s attendants.

In his homily, Bishop Tylka described it as a “unique
calling of service to the church.”
“Your life as a consecrated virgin is to give witness in
the world as the Bride of Christ and as an icon of the
church, who is the mystical Body of Christ,” he said.

Taryn Watkins, who was consecrated on Dec. 8, 2019,
also served as an attendant and has been meeting with
Pinheiro to talk about their shared vocation and its
common joys and struggles. She also planned the Holy
Hour that took place Feb. 3 and was led by Father
Corey Krengiel, chaplain at Peoria Notre Dame.

As the insignia of her consecration, Pinheiro received a
wedding veil and ring during the rite with the
instruction to “keep unstained your fidelity to your
Bridegroom, and never forget that you are bound to
the service of Christ and of his Body, the church.”
Finally, Bishop Tylka presented the Liturgy of the
Hours, the prayer of the church, to Pinheiro.

“I thought how can I support her? How can I uphold
this vocation, which is so beautiful? I just thought
prayer in front of the Lord was the way to do that,”
Watkins said.

“May the praise of our heavenly Father be always on
your lips,” he said. “Pray without ceasing for the
salvation of the whole world.”

“It is a spousal vocation. To be with the Lord in that
time of preparation seemed so important,” she
explained.

“It is astonishing to think that Christ the King desires
me, and it would take more than a lifetime to
understand it,” Pinheiro wrote to her friends in the
front of the Mass booklet. “But he desires me for

Two other consecrated virgins were present and lifting
up Pinheiro in prayer.
“I just pray that she takes all of the joy and all of the
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Placing her hands between
those of Coadjutor Bishop
Louis Tylka, Christine Pinheiro asks him to “receive my
resolution to follow Christ in
a life of perfect chastity.”
(The Catholic Post/
Jennifer Willems)

experience from today and
carries it forward to deepen
the relationship she has
with Jesus, who is her
spouse now,” said Minette
Sternke of Champaign, who
was consecrated on June 20,
2015.
“Today is so
overwhelming. Just take
that into her and then carry
it forward.”

welfare of the married and to
remember those who have
forgotten God’s goodness so
that God’s mercy may forgive.
“Never forget that you are
given over entirely to the
service of the church and of all
your brothers and sisters,” he
said.
Sister Catherine Thomas

Brennan, OP, offers a
smile and words of congratulations to Christine
Pinheiro, the Diocese of
Peoria's newest consecrated virgin. (The Catholic Post/Jennifer Willems)

Having renounced marriage for
the sake of Christ, “your
motherhood will be a
motherhood of the Spirit as
you do the will of your Father
and work with others in the
spirit of charity, so that a great family of children may
be born, or reborn, to the life of grace,” the bishop told
Pinheiro.

Julie Enzenberger of Peoria,
who was consecrated on
Aug. 12, 2006, said, “I
prayed that Christine falls more and more in love with
Jesus every day and that she shows her gratitude for His
love by loving others.”
“THE BELOVED OF CHRIST”

“Today, dear Christine, you become the Bride that the
Lord desires. Yes, you! May you always give witness to
who you really are—the beloved of Christ,” Bishop
Tylka said.

In his homily, Bishop Tylka told Pinheiro that the crux
of her discipleship and life as a consecrated virgin is
“the daily witness of her love for Christ, but much
more so, the daily witness of Christ’s love for you.”

Among the priests who concelebrated with Bishop
Tylka was Father Joseph Baker, episcopal vicar for
consecrated virgins and pastor at St. Ambrose, Milan,
and St. Patrick, Andalusia.

“The ways of the world at times seem far from the
kingdom of Heaven, but resolute in your own pursuit
of holiness you can—through the grace of the Holy
Spirit– make the heavenly realm a part of this world
darkened by sin,” he said. “The image of the Scriptures
reminds us of the wise virgins who go out to meet the
Bridegroom with lamps lit—so let the flame of faith
radiate from within your life so others may see the
Light of Life.”
To nourish her love for God, Bishop Tylka
recommended feeding on the body of Christ, strengthening it by self-denial, and building it up by studying
Scripture, as well as with untiring prayer and works of
mercy.

Christine Pinheiro and Coadjutor Bishop Louis Tylka are
surrounded by her extended family after the Mass at which
she was consecrated to the Order of Virgins on Feb. 5 at St.
Mary’s Cathedral in Peoria. (The Catholic Post/Jennifer
Willems)

The bishop also charged her to pray earnestly for the

As part of the synodal process, NCOD is gathering feedback from the deaf
community to be shared with the USCCB who will summarize the national report
that will be sent to the Vatican.
This survey is open for everyone. Even if you did not join us at Pastoral Week,
you are welcome to complete the survey. This includes the deaf Catholic
community, hearing community who work within deaf ministry, family members,
non-Catholic deaf, and others.
Share your thoughts today!
www.ncod.org
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Learning Our Faith:
The Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church
This edition is from Part Two: The Celebration of the Christian Mystery; Section Two—The Seven Sacraments of the Church; Chapter Two “The Sacraments of Healing”
The Anointing of the Sick
How was sickness viewed in the Old Testament? (1499-1502)
In the Old Testament sickness was experienced as a sign of weakness and at the same time perceived as
mysteriously bound up with sin. The prophets intuited that sickness could also have a redemption value for
one’s own sins and those of others. Thus sickness was lived out in the presence of God from whom people
implored healing.

What is the significance of Jesus’ compassion for the sick? (1503-1505)
The compassion of Jesus toward the sick and his many healings of the infirm were a clear sign that with him
had come the Kingdom of God and therefore victory over sin, over suffering, and over death. By his own
Passion and death he gave new meaning to our suffering which, when united with his own, can become a
means of purification and of salvation for us and for others.
What is the attitude of the Church toward the sick? (1506-1513, 1526-1527)
Having received from the Lord the charge to heal the sick, the Church strives to carry it out by taking care of
the sick and accompanying them with her prayer of intercession. Above all, the Church possesses a sacrament
specifically intended for the benefit of the sick. This sacrament was instituted by Christ and is attested by
Saint James: “Is anyone among you sick? Let him call in the presbyters of the Church and let them pray over
him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord” (James 5:14-15).
Who can receive the sacrament of the anointing of the sick? (1514-15155, 1528-1529)
Any member of the faithful can receive this sacrament as soon as he or she begins to be in danger of death
because of sickness or old age. The faithful who receive this sacrament can receive it several times if their
illness becomes worse or another serious sickness afflicts them. The celebration of this sacrament should, if
possible, be preceded by individual confession on the part of the sick person.
Who administers this sacrament? (1516, 1530)
This sacrament can be administered only by priests (bishops or presbyters).
How is this sacrament celebrated? (1517-1519, 1531)
The celebration of this sacrament consists essentially in an anointing with oil which may be blessed by the
bishop. The anointing is on the forehead and on the hands of the sick person (in the Roman rite) or also on
other parts of the body (in the other rites) accompanied by the prayer of the priest who asks for the special
grace of this sacrament.
What are the effects of this sacrament? (1520-1523, 1532)
This sacrament confers a special grace which unites the sick person more intimately to the Passion of Christ
for his good and for the good of all the Church. It gives comfort, peace, courage, and even the forgiveness of
sins if the sick person is not able to make a confession. Sometimes, if it is the will of God, this sacrament
even brings about the restoration of physical health. In any case this Anointing prepares the sick person for
the journey to the Father’s house.
What is Viaticum? (1524-1525)
Viaticum is the Holy Eucharist received by those who are about to leave this earthly life and are preparing for
the journey to eternal life. Communion in the Body and Blood of Christ who died and rose from the dead,
received at the moment of passing from this world to the Father, is the seed of eternal life and the power of the
resurrection.
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7202 Buchanan Street
Landover Hills, MD 20784
info@ncod.org
www.ncod.org
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Membership Form

For October 1 to September 30
Due October 30
Spread God’s message through the support of deaf/hard of hearing pastoral ministry so that
we may all be one in Christ
□ New Member

□ Renewal

□ Deaf/Hard of Hearing

□ Deaf-Blind

Name:

Title:

Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Country:

Diocese:
Phone (W):

□ Hearing

Email:
Phone (H):

□ VP □ Voice

□ VP □ Voice

Name of Designated Voter:

(Family & Executive Members Only)

Annual Membership Fees (USA Rates)
□ Individual $70 (Pastoral Worker: □ Yes □ No)

□ Student $10

□ Executive $250 (Diocese, Agencies & Organizations)

□ Family $100

Donation (Tax Deductible)

Please note: All of the above information is printed in the Membership Directory.
If you do not want your information published n the directory, please notify NCOD.
NCOD needs your assistance to provide complete and accurate information. Thank you!
National Catholic Office for the Deaf
7202 Buchanan Street
Landover Hills, MD 20784
(301) 841-8209 VP
info@ncod.org
www.ncod.org
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