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When my husband and I began     
working in marriage ministry ten years 
ago, we had a good marriage.  We 
both had Master’s degrees in Theology 
and had been living the Church’s 
teachings on marriage since our      
wedding in 2003.  So, when we began 
training to mentor the engaged, we 
were thinking more about how to help 
other couples than how our own    
marriage might be affected.  Boy, were 
we surprised! 

As we began practicing the skills we 
would teach the engaged, all kinds of 
walls came down in our marriage that 
we didn’t realize were there.  For     
example, we learned to appreciate and 
affirm the other as man or woman, to 
connect when we were feeling very 
differently about things, and to          

reconcile well after hurts and to make 
decisions we both could get behind.  
There was so much more joy in our 
relationship than we knew was       
possible!  While our faith was a       
tremendous blessing, we also needed 
practical skills to be able to live that 
faith out in our daily lives. 

Since that training ten years ago, we 
have mentored hundreds of engaged 
couples, and we always tell them that 
this is the marriage prep we wish we 
would have had, and the marriage prep 
we hope our children can have. 

This is why I was so excited last year 
when I got an email from Katie Locus, 
Lead Consultant for Deaf Ministry for 
the Archdiocese of Kansas City in 
Kansas, saying that one of the couples 
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 NCOD 
Board of  Directors 

Do you know the Good News?  Yes, Jesus is alive!  He has brought salvation for the world.  
But we are talking about the other good news...PASTORAL WEEK IS SET FOR 
JANUARY 6-10, 2022, IN SAVANNAH, GEORGIA!  NCOD has been work-
ing closely with the hotel and others in Savannah to ensure a safe and secure environment for 
all.  Based on the feedback we received to a recent poll, many of you are already marking your 
calendars to join us in person and we can’t wait to see all of you!!! 

In honor of the 50th Anniversary, we have special deals for registration but they are available 
for a limited time.  Be sure to renew your membership to get the best deals.  While you are 
finalizing your plans, be sure to book your rooms at The DeSoto Savannah.  This gorgeous 
hotel is in the middle of historic Savannah and within walking distance of numerous historic 
sites.  Be sure to check out page 4 for all the details.  You can also find links for registration 
at the NCOD website www.ncod.org.   

As you well know, deaf ministry can be an isolating ministry.  Often we are working in an 
office of one to two people.  We have to provide all the services a typical parish would pro-
vide—Mass, access to special liturgies such as weddings and funerals, faith formation, Bible 
studies, spiritual direction, and the day-to-day support that people need—while also answering 
to the mandates and protocol of the local diocese.  It can be overwhelming.   

That is why Pastoral Week is so critical.  We must take time to bond with our brothers and 
sisters working in the vineyard that is deaf ministry.  Share the celebrations and successes, 
share the frustrations and struggles, and share the resources that we have developed and found 
to be helpful in our own local ministries.  We are a Church of community.  We are meant to 
live, work, and pray together.  There is no better place to do that than Pastoral Week. 

PW 2022: A Living Hope will be one like no other.  The NCOD Board has been busy 
working on a variety of new endeavors, partnerships, and programs.  As part of the celebration 
we will be making several BIG announcements during Pastoral Week.  You won’t want to 
miss a single moment of the fun, excitement, and action.  We can guarantee that when you 
leave Savannah, you will be re-energized and ready to face whatever comes your way! 

See you in Savannah for Pastoral Week 2022! 

Be courageous in bringing  people to Christ.  Pray for religious vocations! 

NCOD  Board of Directors 

mailto:ncoddeafpw@gmail.com
mailto:ncodicdarep@gmail.com
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Continued from page 1 

in our Deaf community wanted to be trained to mentor 
the engaged.  My daughter is hard of hearing and     
attends Kansas School for the Deaf in Olathe.  
Through her, I have been introduced to our beautiful 
Deaf community and some of the challenges they face.  
The idea of being able to provide marriage preparation 
to our Deaf couples in their native language brings me 
so much joy. 

It took a while, but over the past year, I had the       
pleasure to meet and work with Matt and Tammy 
Gwynn.  First, they attended an online skills course for 
married couples.  Then, we worked with an interpreter 
to go through each session for the engaged.  They are 
delightful.  One of the things that we stress in our     
engaged course is that we don’t have to settle for the 
world’s view of marriage.  We know that it is possible 
to grow ever more in love the longer you are married.  

Matt and Tammy are a great example of this! 

Since we have a small Deaf community here in Kansas 
City (we don’t currently have anyone needing marriage 
preparation), Matt and Tammy have graciously offered 
to mentor via Zoom any Deaf couple in the country.  
If you know someone getting married, they can register 
at: http://evermoreinlove.org/events .  Couples should 
choose “Personal Mentor Online” and after registering, 
send a quick note to our office manager to request 
mentoring in ASL: ruth@evermoreinlove.org.   

If you would like to learn more about our ministry at         
EverMore in Love, including our free 7-Day Connec-
tion Challenge, go to: https://evermoreinlove.org.  I’m 
also happy to answer any questions directly:              
libby@evermoreinlove.org. 
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Special Registration Prices 
www.ncod.org 

Early Bird* (until Oct. 15)    Member $349  Non-Member $449 

 

50th Anniversary Price*      Member $470 Member $399  Non-Member $570 

 

*Prices are non-refundable unless event is canceled by The DeSoto Savannah.     

50 Years of  Ministry Set the Foundation for Moving Forward 

PW 2022: Savannah, GA 

Thank you to everyone who responded to our recent poll.   

It is exciting to see so many of  you already making plans to attend Pastoral Week 2022  

The NCOD Board has been busy   
working on making sure this will be a 
week like no other—including securing 
hotel prices that are almost exactly what 
we paid the last time we were in          
Savannah!   
 

NCOD has special announcements 
about the future of  NCOD, new       
projects, new partnerships, and more 
ways to minister to and advocate for the 
deaf  community. 

DeSoto Reservations PW 2022 

See You in Savannah! 

Make your hotel reservations now! 

http://www.ncod.org
https://be.synxis.com/?adult=1&arrive=2022-01-04&chain=10237&child=0&config=SAVTD&currency=USD&depart=2022-01-10&group=NCO&hotel=76327&level=hotel&locale=en-US&rooms=1&themecode=SAVTD
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WASHINGTON (CNS) — Father Min Seo Park, one 
of fewer than two dozen deaf priests worldwide, thinks 
deafness is hardly a disability and is working to help 
others realize that as well. 

Deaf since an illness at age 2, the new chaplain of St. 
Francis of Assisi Deaf Catholic Church in Landover 
Hills, Maryland, is hoping to convey the idea that     
deafness be treated as a culture. 

Since returning to the United States from his native 
Seoul, South Korea, in late January, Father Park, 52, has 
taken up three ministries. In addition to serving St. 
Francis of Assisi, the priest also is the chaplain to the 
Catholic community at Gallaudet University and      
provides pastoral ministry to the Archdiocese of      
Washington’s deaf population overall. 

The challenges seem well within the capabilities of a 
priest who is fluent in four languages: Korean Sign  
Language and American Sign Language, or ASL, as well 
as written Korean and English. 

Speaking with the Catholic Standard, newspaper of the 
Archdiocese of Washington, with sign language          
interpretation assistance of Mary O’Meara, executive 
director of the archdiocese’s Department of Special 
Needs Ministries, he told his story of growing up deaf, 
his path to priesthood and his eventual return to the 
nation’s capital. 

He arrived in the U.S. the first time in 1994 to study 
ASL and English at Gallaudet University’s English  
Language Institute, before beginning his undergraduate 
degree there a year later. Gallaudet is the only higher 
education institution in the world where all students live 
and learn in ASL and English. 

In South Korea, he grew up attending schools for the 
deaf. Not raised a Catholic, he went with schoolmates 
to Protestant churches with signing ministers at first. 

Eventually, a deaf Catholic art teacher introduced him 
to a Catholic parish, where he joined a Bible study with 

other deaf people. He became a Catholic at age 17. 
With few priests in Korea who used sign language, 
however, he and other deaf Catholics found practicing 
the faith frustrating. 

“Deaf Catholics and I did not understand clearly what 
the priests said,” he explained. “Some of them were not 
happy and eventually converted to Protestant        
churches.” 

That opened his path to a vocation. 

“When I was praying alone in front of Jesus Christ on 
the cross at the chapel, I asked him if he could send a 
signing priest for the deaf,” Father Park said. 
“However, suddenly I felt that Jesus said to me, ‘Why 
not, you …?’ I said, ‘Me?’ That is how I began to     
consider the priestly vocation.” 

A hearing priest who knew sign language helped him 
connect with Dominican Father Thomas Coughlin, the 
first deaf priest ordained in the U.S, who pointed him 
to Gallaudet. 

After graduating in 1999 after studying math and        
philosophy, he was encouraged by Father Coughlin to 
study theology at St. John’s Seminary in New York. 

At first he had to read each lecture as it was being          
transcribed and he struggled to keep up with classwork. 
Soon afterward, the seminary provided sign language 
interpretation, making it easier to stay on track. He 
completed his master of divinity degree in 2004 and 
returned to Seoul. 

There, he began theology studies for the Archdiocese 
of Seoul and was ordained to the priesthood in 2007. 
He said that as he celebrated his first signed Mass after 
ordination, he saw a congregation of joyful people. 

“Some deaf people, who were poor at Korean writing 
and could not communicate with non-signing hearing 
priests, had not confessed to priests for many years, like 
20 years,” he said. With him, “they felt confident and 

Deaf  priest works to help others understand 

deafness as a culture 
~Patricia Zapor, https://www.catholicnews.com/deaf-priest-works-to-help-others-understand-deafness-as-a-culture/ 
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comfortable to confess to me in sign language. I was 
happy that I forgave their sins through the sacrament of 
confession. 

“Deaf people witnessed my priesthood ordination and 
realized that deaf people were children of God as well. 
They felt joyful and happy to listen to the word of God, 
the Gospel from me, a deaf priest,” he said. 

Over the next 14 years Father Park built up the Seoul 
deaf Catholic community, giving them their first priest 
who is what is referred to as culturally deaf. 

Lana Portolano, author of “Be Opened!: The Catholic 
Church and Deaf Culture,” explained in an email       
exchange that Father Park is one of fewer than two 
dozen Catholic priests worldwide who use sign         
language as their primary form of communication. Nine 
of them are in the U.S. 

Most deaf Catholic communities experience Mass with 
a sign language interpreter or sometimes with a hearing 
priest who can celebrate using sign. This can pose 
problems with hearing confession, for instance. And an 
interpreter is typically at one side of the room, meaning 
that a deaf person who is following the signing cannot 
simultaneously watch the actions of the priest at the 
altar. 

As Father Park discovered when celebrating Mass in 
Seoul, even with a signing priest, a crowded church  

itself can be an obstacle 
to deaf participants. 

With a congregation of 
200 people in a small 
space, “I had to stand 
on a chair so the people 
in back could see me 
sign,” he said. That led 
him to lead a campaign 
to get the entire Seoul 
Catholic community to 
support buying land and 
building a dedicated 
church for the deaf population. He visited 150 parishes, 
explaining the need. Construction was completed in 
2019. 

That was about the time Father Park visited the U.S. 
and O’Meara began discussing with him the possibility 
of joining the Washington Archdiocese. It took two 
years to obtain the necessary visa for Father Park, she 
said. 

Father Park said he is looking forward to being in a 
country where there are other deaf priests like himself. 

“They all go on a retreat together in September,” he 
said, his eyes brightening as he signed. “I’m very excited 
to join them.” 

Father Min Seo Park is interviewed by 
the Catholic Standard at the Archdiocese 
of Washington's Center for Deaf Minis-
tries in Landover Hills, Md., Feb. 23, 
2021. (CNS photo/Andrew Biraj, 
Catholic Standard)  

Meet NCOD’s President 

Joan Macy, Midwest Region 

Fr. Shawn Carey, who is continuing on the NCOD Board as the Northeast Region 5 representative, concluded his 
term as NCOD’s President last May.  Joan Macy assumed the role of president June 1, 2021.  Mrs. Macy works for 
the Office of Deaf Ministry for the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas as the ASL Interpreter Coordinator and 
at the Kansas School for the Deaf as the Director of Outreach & Related Services.  Joan attended her first NCOD 
conference in Phoenix, AZ in 2013 and has continued to be an active member to the present day.  She has been 
the editor of the Vision newsletter since 2014 and, in 2019, she was elected onto the NCOD Board as the Midwest 
Region 3 representative.  You can contact Joan at ncodpresident@gmail.com.   

The mission of NCOD is to spread God’s message through the support of deaf/hard of hearing pastoral ministry 
so that we may be one in Christ.  The goal of supporting ministry and introducing our deaf brothers and sisters to 
Christ is critical for evangelization, promoting a relationship with God, and increasing one’s knowledge of their 
faith. 
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Deaf  Catholics Shaping the Church Today 

~Virtual event, College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, MA 

Deaf people have created vibrant communities around 
the world, including active faith communities that   
contribute to a globally diverse Church. How do Deaf 
Catholics use language, community and culture to    
experience the faith? In a Zoom webinar, Lana        
Portolano, author of the newly published "Be Opened: 
The Catholic Church and Deaf Culture" (CUA Press, 
2020) and Professor of English at Towson University, 
Maryland, joins College of the Holy Cross Deaf Studies 
Professor Stephanie Clark, an expert on Deaf culture, 
to explore the intersection of Catholic life and Deaf 
culture.  

You can view the webinar on YouTube at 
Deaf Catholics Shaping the Church Today 

Prayer for Vocations 
God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women to serve in your 

Son’s Kingdom as priests, deacons, religious, and consecrated persons.  
Send your Holy Spirit to help us respond generously and courageously to 
your call.  May our community of  faith support     vocations of  sacrificial 
love in our youth.  We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

If you’ve struggled to read the Bible, this podcast is for you. 
Ascension’s Bible in a Year Podcast, hosted by Fr. Mike Schmitz and featuring Jeff 
Cavins, guides Catholics through the Bible in 365 daily episodes. 
 
Each 20-25 minute episode includes: 

• two to three scripture readings  

• a reflection from Fr. Mike Schmitz 

• and guided prayer to help you hear God’s voice in his Word. 
 
 

Unlike any other Bible podcast, Ascension’s Bible in a Year Podcast for Catholics follows a reading plan inspired by 
the Great Adventure Bible Timeline®  learning system, a groundbreaking approach to understanding Salvation 
History developed by renowned Catholic Bible teacher Jeff Cavins. 
Tune in and live your daily life through the lens of God’s word! 
 

YouTube videos are fully captioned for accessibility.  Check it out! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BW0gXbEVYgA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=35JsXLojMgg
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 Richard Csabi                                                                                               
 
 Passed away peacefully at the Ottawa Hospital June 26, 2021, after battles with Dementia and Brain    
 Cancer. Richard  Csabi, 77 years, a loving husband, father, grandfather and friend to many in the   
 Hearing and Deaf community.  Predeceased by his loving wife Raymonde Csabi (nee Lebrun).          
 Father to sons Kevin (JoAnn) and Jason (Yvonne).  Grandparents to Asia, Jade, Scarlett, Nathan and 

Brayden. Predeceased by Father Alexander, Mother Elizabeth, Sister Agnes and Brother Lesli. Survived by                 
numerous nieces and nephews. Richard was born in Fort Erie, attending Deaf schools in Buffalo, Belleville and 
Gallaudet. After leaving Gallaudet, he worked as a cataloguer at Carleton University library for 37 years living in  
Ottawa.                                                            
                                                                                 . 
As a very proud member of the Deaf Community, he volunteered countless hours to many Deaf Organizations and 
Associations. For all who knew him, he had a larger than life presence and was a strong man of faith. He will be 
dearly missed by all and may he rest in peace.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Timothy James Kindblade                                                                                                              .                              
 
 Timothy James Kindblade, 64, a resident of the Cornelius community, died Friday evening, June 25,     
 2021 at his Home in Cornelius.  Private Cremation Rites were held at the Hoyt Crematory in Forest   
 Grove.                                . 
 

 Tim was born August 29, 1956 in Portland, Oregon, the son of the late Keith Lawrence Kindblade and Lois Kathe-
rine (Snider) Kindblade. He was raised and received his education in the Portland community, having been a gradu-
ate of the Washington High School Class of 1975. He later attended the Oregon State University, having majored in 
Electrical Engineering.                                                                                        . 
 
He was united in marriage to Sandra Jean Palmer on June 23, 1979 at St. Mary Magdalene in Portland.  They       
celebrated their 42nd Wedding Anniversary this past June. Following their marriage they resided in the communities 
of Portland, Oregon until 1982 when they moved to the Cornelius community, where they have resided since. 
 
Timothy worked in maintenance at Chestnut Lane Assisted Living for the past ten years, and owned his own      
construction company for 22 years prior.  He was a member of the St. Peter’s church in Portland, Oregon and was 
very involved in the Catholic Deaf Community in the Portland area.  Among his special interests, he enjoyed          
woodworking, tinkering with Volkswagens, and performing magic. He was also one of few registered deaf              
magicians in the country.             
       
Timothy was preceded in death by his parents, Keith and Lois Kindblade, and by his brother, John Kindblade.  Sur-
vivors include his wife, Sandra Kindblade, of the family home in Cornelius, Oregon; his children and their spouses, 

Let the Perpetual Light  
Shine Upon Them 
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Fr. William H. Wysong                                                                                                              . 
 
Cincinnati - Fr. William H. Wysong, 74, passed away Monday, June 7, 2021 in Montgomery, OH. 
He was born June 19, 1946, in Springfield, OH, to the late William H. and Ruth E. (nee O'Neal) 
Wysong. In addition to his parents, Fr. Wysong was preceded in death by his identical twin brother, 
John J. Wysong. Survived by sister-in-law, Kathy Wysong. Devoted uncle of Julie and Suzanne; 
along with beloved extended family and dear friends.                                        . 
 

Fr. Wysong was stationed at St. Rita Church in Dayton, OH 1972-73. Then, stationed at St. Rita School for the 
Deaf where he was Elementary Principal and Director of Student Life for the four younger dorms for 17 years. 
Chaplain at Evendale Fire and Police Depts., and Mt. Notre Dame Convent in Reading many years. He remained, 
after this, as a teacher and chaplain at St. Rita School until recent retirement in 2020.                                              .  
 
Visitation will be held 4-8 PM, Thursday, June 10, 2021 at St. Rita School for the Deaf, 1720 Glendale Milford Rd, 
Cincinnati, OH 45215, in the gymnasium, with Prayer Vigil at 4:00 by Rev. Bernard Weldishofer. Mass of Christian 
Burial will begin at 10:00 AM, Friday, June 11, 2021 at Cathedral Basilica of Saint Peter in Chains, 325 W. 8th St., 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 with Archbishop Dennis M. Schnurr as celebrant. Interment will follow at Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery in Montgomery. Arrangements are being handled through Mihovk-Rosenacker Funeral Home in     
Evendale / Blue Ash. Online condolences may be shared at www.mrfh.com.                                                         .                                                           
.  
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in Fr. Wysong's honor to St. Rita School for the Deaf.  

Isaac and Aimi Kindblade, Portland, Oregon; Rebecca Kindblade, of Tacoma, Washington; Jonathan Kindblade, 
of Cornelius, Oregon; Andrew and Chantel Kindblade, of Aloha, Oregon; his brothers and sisters-in-law, Brian 
and Chris Kindblade, of Vancouver, Washington as well as Beverly Kindblade of Seattle, Washington.  Also sur-
viving are his 2 grandchildren, Sienna Kindblade, Calvin Kindblade, and several nieces and nephews.                                
. 
The family suggests that remembrances may be contributions to the ICDA (International Catholic Deaf                  
Association) in his memory.  To sign the online guest book or to send a condolence to the family go to 
www.tualatinvalleyfa.com.                                       

 

http://www.mrfh.com/
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Challenges of Deaf Ministry 

People unfamiliar with Deaf people or Deaf ministry 
may not realize the many complex challenges they face 
in the Church. This article will discuss a few of them to 
help readers appreciate both the pastoral workers who 
serve Deaf Catholics and the faith of Deaf Catholics 
themselves in spite of limited resources. 

The first of many challenges is that they do not speak 
the same language as our Church leaders. Since English 
is not a Deaf person’s first language (because they have 
never heard it) they are at a disadvantage from the start. 
Other disability groups speak English and make         
themselves and their needs known. They also integrate 
more readily into the liturgy once their needs are met 
(e.g., installing ramps, accessible doorways, etc.). 

Second, due to the invisibility of their handicap, the 
Church often overlooks the Deaf. When advocates for 
the Deaf address bishops and priests about their specific 
needs in the Church, they often hear: “We don’t have 
any Deaf people in our community.” In reality, the U.S. 
census shows there are approximately 30 million           
Americans who experience various degrees of hearing 
loss while 3 million have a profound loss. It is estimated 
that of this number 300,000 are culturally Deaf.          
Culturally Deaf use a capital “D” to identify as users of 
ASL, interact with other ASL users, often marry each 
other, attend Deaf churches and organize events for 
their own benefit. 

Third, underserved Catholic Deaf struggle with the 
shrinking number 
of priests who are 
proficient in ASL. 
For example, in 
the state of Ohio 
there are only two 
priests who work 
with the Catholic 
D e a f .  T h e                
Archdiocese of 
Detroit is the only 
d i o c e s e  i n           
Michigan that has 
a signing priest 

and an office solely dedicated to the spiritual and          
pastoral needs of the Catholic Deaf. A few large         
dioceses, such as Washington, DC, Philadelphia,          
Chicago, Los Angeles, and San Francisco also have    
ministries while similar services in smaller dioceses are 
basically non-existent. Unfortunately even many large 
dioceses, in spite of their resources, are not offering 
many services to Deaf Catholics. 

With a limited number of signing priests, many Deaf 
people struggle to have access to the sacraments, which 
hearing people take for granted. Many Deaf Catholics 
have not had the Sacrament of Reconciliation for years. 

Fourth, many dioceses every year cut back the budget 
for Deaf Ministry.  This has led to the vicious cycle    
between cutting back ministry and losing the Deaf in the 
Church.  For example, in an archdiocese in the West, 
after eliminating the position of Deaf Ministry           
coordinator, the responsibility of Deaf Ministry was 
transferred to a person who already had other various 
responsibilities. The person, who did not know sign  
language or understand the needs of Deaf Catholics, 
was inadequately prepared for their new responsibilities. 
Because of this, many Deaf Catholics quit going to 
Mass. A few years later the archdiocese noticed a      
decreasing number of Deaf, and furthered cutbacks on 
Deaf Ministry. 

Not surprisingly, Deaf Catholics have been joining other 
denominations, such as the Jehovah’s Witnesses,      
Mormons and Baptists who seem to have effective Deaf 
ministry and strong support and commitment from their 
church leaders. However, studies have shown that 97 
percent of Deaf people do not go to church. 

With the many challenges, it is laudable there are still 
Catholic Deaf who remain faithful to the Church. Deaf 
Catholics are grateful to the pastoral workers and other 
individuals who continue to recognize and support their 
faith in spite of diminished diocesan support. May their 
perseverance and faithfulness inspire other Catholics, 
both Deaf and hearing, to do likewise. 

~Fr. Mike Depcik, National Catholic Partnership on Disabilities 
https://ncpd.org/resources_and_toolkits/challenges-deaf-ministry-father-mike-depcik 
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Saturdays 
 

Guardian Angels Catholic Community—Oakdale, MN, Archdiocese of St. Paul &  
Minneapolis; ASL Interpreter 4:30 pm CST at facebook.com/GuardianAngelsOakdale 
 

Sundays  
(Masses are organized by time zones) 

 

St. Timothy Church—West Hartford, CT, Archdiocese of Hartford 
9:00 am EST at https://youtu.be/qstWSTsEazs  
 
Schott Communities for Persons who are Deaf or Disabled—Cooper City, FL, Archdiocese of Miami 
ASL Interpreter 9:30 am EST at Schott Communities FaceBook Page 
 
Ascension Deaf Ministry—Melbourne, FL, Diocese of Orlando 
9:30 am EST at https://www.ascensioncatholic.net/ 
 
Fr. Thomas Rozman – Pastor of St. Joseph Catholic Church, Mechanicsburg, Diocese of Harrisburg, PA 
Livestreaming Mass in ASL, 9:45 am EST at stjosephmech.org 
 
Fr. Shawn Carey – Director of the Boston Deaf Apostolate, Archdiocese of Boston 
ASL Mass 11:00am EST at youtube.com/user/DeafApostolateBoston (recordings at bostondeafcatholic.org) 
 
Fr. Mike Depcik – Director of Catholic Deaf Community, St John’s Deaf Center, Archdiocese of Detroit 
ASL Mass 11:30am EST at facebook.com/deafmass  
 
Monsignor Glenn Nelson J.C.L. – Director of Deaf Apostolate & Vicar General, Diocese of Rockford, IL 
ASL Mass 10:00am CST at facebook.com/RockfordDeafApostolate 
 
St. Paul Catholic Church—Olathe, KS, Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas 
ASL Interpreter 10:00 am CST at https://www.spcatholic.org/  
 
Fr. Dave Korth – Sacred Heart Church, Diocese of Omaha, NE 
ASL Interpreter 10:30 am CST at sacredheartchurchomaha.org or YouTube.com/SacredHeartChurchOmaha 
 
Bishop Michael Olson – St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Diocese of Fort Worth, TX 
ASL Interpreter 11:00am CST at fwdioc.org 
 
St. Bernadette Parish—Lakewood, CO, Archdiocese of Denver 
ASL & English 10:00 am MST at stbernadettelakewood.org or St Bernadette Parish Lakewood CO Face-
Book Page or St. Bernadette Parish Lakewood CO YouTube Channel 
 
Very Reverend Patrick Schafer OFM – Holy Family Church, Archdiocese of Santa Fe, Albuquerque, NM 
ASL & English 8:00am MST / ASL& Spanish 10:00am MST at Holy Family Church Albuquerque FaceBook 
Page or Holy Family Church Albuquerque YouTube Channel 
 
Fr. Tom Schweitzer with Deacon Tomas Garcia – Holy Angels Catholic Church of the Deaf, Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles, CA    ASL & English 8:30 am PST / ASL & Spanish 11:30 am PST 
at youtube.com/user/hacofthedeaf/live 

Body, Blood, Soul, & Divinity 

https://www.facebook.com/GuardianAngelsOakdale
https://youtu.be/qstWSTsEazs
https://www.facebook.com/Schott-Communities-107582638748/
https://www.youtube.com/user/DeafApostolateBoston
https://bostondeafcatholic.org/
https://www.facebook.com/deafmass
http://www.facebook.com/RockfordDeafApostolate
https://www.spcatholic.org/
https://www.sacredheartchurchomaha.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTMzFLb0KXhNKF56wRE0FLg
https://fwdioc.org/
http://https./www.stbernadettelakewood.org
http://priest%20signs%20and%20speaks%20in%20english:%20very%20rev.%20tom%20coyte%2C%20v.f.%2C%20pastor%2C%20st.%20bernadette%2C%20lakewood%2C%20colorado%2C%20saturdays%204:00%20pm%20%28mountian%20time%29%20https//www.stbernadettelakewood.org/onlinemass/%20s%2
http://priest%20signs%20and%20speaks%20in%20english:%20very%20rev.%20tom%20coyte%2C%20v.f.%2C%20pastor%2C%20st.%20bernadette%2C%20lakewood%2C%20colorado%2C%20saturdays%204:00%20pm%20%28mountian%20time%29%20https//www.stbernadettelakewood.org/onlinemass/%20s%2
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3ph-aQ0h9ad5w1L1NjgUcQ
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Holy-Family-Church/111467265559834
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Holy-Family-Church/111467265559834
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Holy-Family-Church/111467265559834
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=holy+family+catholic+church+albuquerque
https://www.youtube.com/user/hacofthedeaf/live
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A polarized Church. A 
divided nation. Pope 

Francis calls for “a better 
kind of  politics.”  

How will you respond? 

~https://www.usccb.org/civilizeit 

As Catholics, we take to heart Jesus’ invitation to follow the example of the Good Samaritan, who challenges us to 
“become neighbors to all” (no. 80). As a Church and a nation, we are polarized and divided. But as Pope Francis 
writes in Fratelli Tutti, we can seek “a better kind of politics, one truly at the service of the common good” (no. 
154). We can see ourselves as members of one family. We can seek to encounter and to grow. We can identify 
common values. We can listen to understand. We can seek the truth together. We can jointly come up with crea-
tive solutions to the problems that face our world. 
 
Civilize It: A Better Kind Of Politics is a response to Pope Francis’ invitation. Join us to model this “better kind of 
politics.” Take the pledge below to commit to seeking the truth, building bridges, and finding solutions together 
that promote the common good. Individuals, families, and communities can participate.  
 
Taking the pledge is just the first step. Additional materials can help us as we reimagine our way of being in the 
world. Begin today by loving God through encounter with a neighbor as a  sister or brother. 
 
I PLEDGE: 
 
Charity 

• To affirm through my words and actions the dignity of every person, each made in God’s image. Even those 
with whom I disagree are made in his image. 

• To respectfully listen in order to understand experiences different from my own. 
 
Clarity 

• To engage in critical examination to ensure that my perspectives are rooted in truth, that my sources of infor-
mation are unbiased, and that I do not open myself to manipulation by partisan interests. 

• To form my conscience through prayerful reflection, study of scripture and Church teaching, and guidance 
from reputable experts. 

• To reflect on my own values and seek, with others, to identify shared values. 

• To be open to the process of dialogue that can require change of perspective—my own and others’—in ser-
vice to the inviolable dignity of all and the common good. 
 
Creativity 

• To be a bridgebuilder who participates in constructive dialogue based in shared values, a mutual exchange of 
gifts, and the humility to together seek the good. 

• To see differences in perspective as opportunities for creative tension which can yield solutions for the com-
mon good. 

• To work with others in order to identify creative solutions rooted in our shared values. 
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~Julie A. Ferraro, Global Sisters Report, A project of the National Catholic Reporter 
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/news/ministry/news/q-sr-conchetta-lopresti-sharing-gods-word-through-her-hands 

Q & A with Sr. Conchetta LoPresti, 
sharing God's word through her hands 

Sr. Conchetta LoPresti likes to talk with her hands. 
Since she's Italian, it comes naturally to her. 
 
She grew up in Avalon, Pennsylvania, with a grand-
mother who didn't speak English. LoPresti didn't speak 
Italian, and her father — busy in the grocery store he 
ran — wasn't available to interpret for the two, so they 
communicated with body language and signs. 
 
After LoPresti graduated from California University of 
Pennsylvania, she entered the Sisters of St. Francis of 
Millvale, Pennsylvania, in 1970. She will celebrate her 
50th jubilee of profession this year. 
 
LoPresti taught special education and students with 
multiple disabilities at the elementary level during her 
first 10 years as a sister and formally learned sign      
language to work with students who were deaf. Then, 
those in the deaf community invited her to continue 
her ministry with them. She was nervous at first but 
kept practicing the sign language. 
 
"The deaf in western Pennsylvania are very patient, and 
they helped me to learn," she said. 
 
At one point, she spent six months living on a sheep 
farm in Appalachia while serving as a counselor for 
Catholic Charities in southwestern Pennsylvania, but 
she missed her ministry with people who are deaf. 
 
The merger of five Franciscan communities into 
the Sisters of St. Francis of the Neumann Communi-
ties in the mid-2000s brought her to New York state as 
the religious moved to their new regions. She currently 
serves as coordinator of deaf ministry for the Buffalo 
Diocese. 
 
"That means any deaf person in western New York 
that has something happening, they can call me and ask 
me to interpret for them," LoPresti said.  That includes 
interpreting the Mass on Sundays, a unique and beauti-
ful experience, according to the hearing members of 
the congregation. 
 
"People may be used to communicating through  

speaking," LoPresti said. "I do it with pictures in the 
air." 
 
GSR: What is the most important aspect of your 
ministry? 
 
LoPresti: Franciscans reach out to the marginalized. My 
whole thing is making the sacraments accessible. When 
I interpret the Mass, I become the Mass. The words 
come through me; the Scripture goes through me. Just 
to let it go through me is so cool. 
 
A big part of the ministry is helping the deaf be part of 
the parish community. I was at a parish in Buffalo, and 
the priest I was working with had worked with the deaf 
for 40 years. We started together way back when. He 
retired two years ago. 
 
The priest who took his place knew the deaf were 
there, and that was part of the deal: The deaf would be 
at that church. But he didn't care about them. He didn't 
want them. He wouldn't ever see me because he was 
too busy. He ignored the deaf, wouldn't even look at 
them in church. The sign choir wanted to sign for 
Christmas; he didn't want them to do it. I had to    
pressure him a little bit to get him to do that. It was 
really just pretty miserable. 
 
Finally, right before COVID-19, I found another    
parish where they would actually welcome the deaf 
community. I was so thrilled. Then, everything froze. 
 
In March 2021, I got to move to the new church. My 
office is almost unpacked. The priest and the people in 
the parish have been welcoming. What's even nicer is 
that our community of sisters has been at that parish 
since 1881. 
 
To see a whole deaf group singing the Gloria is      
awesome. We have 20 to 40 deaf people each Sunday. 
For hearing people, to be in the midst of that, it's a 
nice experience of the reversal of what a deaf person 
goes through every day.         
 
My delight is interpreting at church, interpreting the 

https://sosf.org/
https://sosf.org/
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Mass and interpreting God's word. 

 
 
 
What keeps you motivated in your ministry? 
 
When St. Francis lived, he went around saying, "Good 
morning, good people." The people looked at him kind 
of strange, because the preaching in that day was hell 
and brimstone, "you're a terrible sinner," and all that.  I 
like to help people see the good in themselves and    
other people and celebrate that. 
 
My background, when I started teaching, was in special 
education. It bothers me how everybody tells the       
students all the things they can't do instead of paying 
attention to all the things they can do. But there's gifts 
in each person. 
 
Later, I worked as a counselor with people with mental 
illness. You don't feel too gifted when you're depressed 
or your world is kind of crazy. People with addictions, 
when they're trying to come out of an addiction, their 
feelings about themselves are pretty bad. They really 
have no clue what their gifts are because they usually 
started using before they discovered their gifts. 
 
I've taught thousands sign language at this point. I've 
only had two people that couldn't learn it, and that's 
because they didn't have spatial perception. 
 
I marvel that the sign for "peace" is to "become quiet." 
The sign for a blessing is to start at your mouth and 
bless the person. So somewhere along the line, working 
with the deaf, one morning when I was praying, it came 
to me that when I'm giving in whatever ministry I'm in, 
I reach a point that I have to become quiet. Then God 
fills me up, and I can become blessing. 
 
I'm on YouTube. I'm doing the stories of the 14 Holy 
Helpers, which is the parish we moved to. It's the only 

parish in the United States that's active that has that 
name. So I wouldn't have to repeat myself 15 times, I 
did a video that introduces me and introduces the 14 
Holy Helpers and their stories. Then, I'm in these mini-
videos, about two and a half minutes each, on each of 
the 14. I sign the story, then it's captioned. 
 
I have a Facebook page — Buffalo Catholic Deaf — 
that has all kinds of stuff on it. 
 
What are some other ways you've been able to help 
through your ministry? 
 
For one thing, I was really glad my Franciscan commu-
nity supported my ministry, even though it's one they 
never thought of before. Until I showed up, no one 
ever thought of deaf ministry. It's not a common thing. 
There aren't many of us around who do deaf ministry. 
The sisters are kind of amazed at it sometimes. 
 
I help the sisters and other people understand how 
deafness isn't just something that was an inconvenience 
at school. It affects your whole life, all the little, every-

day things people do. For example, I'm interpreting at 
the eye doctor because a patient has cataracts. If you're 
deaf, your eyes are really, really important. The last 
thing you want is something to happen to your eyes. 
You want to know what's going on, understand it and 
be able to have it explained. That's so important. Or it's 
a funeral, you have to make the arrangements, the fu-
neral director doesn't know sign language and every-
body in the family is deaf. 
 
Now that I'm settled in at the parish, I'm starting to 
bring different sisters down with me on Sunday    
morning for the Mass so they can experience it. 

Sr. Conchetta LoPresti, left, signs "Lord" with the sign 
choir during a 2013 Mass at Resurrection Parish in Cheek-

Conchetta LoPresti signs with a member of her con-
gregation after a 2013 Mass. (Courtesy of Sisters of 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCduttDji79a8qLj_sIbgQZg
https://14hh.org/
https://14hh.org/
https://www.facebook.com/buffalocatholicdeaf
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Conference will examine sexual abuse of young deaf Catholics 

Editor’s Note: Webinars took place in May, 2021.  For updates, 
please contact Deaf Catholic Youth Initiative of the Americas.  
 

CHICAGO — The first international conference on 
sexual abuse of young deaf Catholics will take place 
May 7 and May 21 during webinars organized by 
the Deaf Catholic Youth Initiative for the             
Americas.  Father Joe Mulcrone, director of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago’s Office of the Deaf, and 
one of the founders of Deaf Catholic Youth          
Initiative for the Americas, said this is the first time 
an event like this is happening. 
 
Juan Carlos Cruz, a Chilean survivor of clerical sex 
abuse who was appointed to the Pontifical          
Commission for the Protection of Minors in May, 
and Archbishop Charles J. Scicluna, adjunct           
secretary of the Vatican Congregation for the       
Doctrine of the Faith, will both participate in the 
event. The sessions will be offered in American and 
Mexican Sign Language and in English and Spanish.  
 
People with disabilities are sexually assaulted at 
nearly three times the rate of people without         
disabilities, according to the website Disability          
Justice.   
 
While Mulcrone is not deaf, his grandparents were, 
and he grew up speaking to them in sign language. 
In 1977, he took over the archdiocese’s ministry to 
the deaf at the request of Chicago Cardinal John P. 
Cody. 
 
“Over the years, as I got good at signing and      
understanding deaf people signing, I began to get 
stories and experiences and revelations. Often 
enough the issue of being sexually abused growing 
up came out,” the priest told the Chicago Catholic, 
archdiocesan newspaper. 
 
He also heard stories of past abuse from young 
people who attended the Deaf Catholic Youth      
Initiative for the Americas’ “encuentros” —        
Spanish for “encounters” — gatherings in Mexico 
and Central America. 

“We didn’t do the encuentros looking for sexual 
abuse, but when you get young deaf people               
together in a situation where they were surrounded 
by adults who were signing and in a trusting           
environment, these kids would just start disclosing, 
without any kind of prompting from us,” he said.  
 
“There wasn’t an encuentro we did where you      
didn’t have at least two or three young people — 
boys and girls — at some point disclosing” what 
had happened to them, he added. 
 
At the last few encuentros prior to the pandemic, 
the group two deaf psychologists on the team and 
as he put it: “They were busy all week.”  That was 
when the group decided to bring more awareness to 
the issue with a conference. 
 
“It became obvious to us, among young deaf    
people we were seeing in Mexico and certainly  
Central America, the rates of abuse we were seeing 
were three times that of their hearing                   
counterparts,” he said. 
 
Many of the dioceses in Mexico and Central           
America do not have the same abuse prevention 
programs and systems in place as dioceses in the 
United States do, so it makes it harder to address 
the issue, he note. 
 
The conference is open to anyone interested in  
participating. Cost is $10 for one day or $15 for 
both. For more information or to register, visit  
dcyia.net. 

~Joyce Duriga, Catholic News Service ; Duriga is editor of the Chicago Catholic, newspaper of the Archdiocese of Chicago  

The Catholic Church remains committed 
to investigating any allegation of abuse of a 
minor made against any member of the 
clergy or any church employee or         
volunteer — no matter the age of the  
incident or the current age of the victim. 
Individuals are encouraged to contact their 
appropriate diocesan office and to call law 
enforcement directly. If a child or             
vulnerable adult is in immediate danger, 
call 911.  
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The Liturgy of the Hours, also known as the Divine 
Office or the Work of God (Opus Dei), is the daily  
prayer of the Church, marking the hours of each day 
and sanctifying the day with prayer.  The Hours are a 
meditative dialogue on the mystery of Christ, using 
scripture and prayer.  At times the dialogue is between 
the Church or individual soul and God; at times it is a 
dialogue among the members of the Church; and at 
times it is even between the Church and the world.   
 
The Divine Office "is truly the voice of the Bride     
herself addressed to her Bridegroom. It is the very  
prayer which Christ himself together with his Body  
addresses to the Father." (SC 84)  The dialogue is     
always held, however, in the presence of God and using 
the words and wisdom of God.  Each of the five      
canonical Hours includes selections from the Psalms 
that culminate in a scriptural proclamation.  The two 
most important or hinge Hours are Morning and  
Evening Prayer. These each include a Gospel canticle:  
the Canticle of Zechariah from Luke 1:68-79 for  
Morning Prayer (known as the Benedictus), and the   
Canticle of Mary from Luke 1:46-55 for Evening Prayer 
(known as the Magnificat). The Gospel canticle acts as a 
kind of meditative extension of the scriptural         
proclamation in light of the Christ event.  Morning and 
Evening Prayer also include intercessions that flow 
from the scriptural proclamation just as the Psalms  
prepare for it. 
 
In the Hours, the royal priesthood of the baptized is 
exercised, and this sacrifice of praise is thus connected 
to the sacrifice of the Eucharist, both preparing for and 
flowing from the Mass. 
 
"The hymns and litanies of the Liturgy of the Hours 
integrate the prayer of the psalms into the age of the 
Church, expressing the symbolism of the time of day, 
the liturgical season, or the feast being celebrated. 
Moreover, the reading from the Word of God at each 
Hour (with the subsequent responses or troparia) and 
readings from the Fathers and spiritual masters at     
certain Hours, reveal more deeply the meaning of the 

mystery being celebrated, assist in understanding the 
psalms, and prepare for silent prayer." (CCC 1177) 
The five Hours of the Divine Office are: 
Office of Readings 
 
"The office of readings seeks to provide God's people, 
and in particular those consecrated to God in a special 
way, with a wider selection of passages from sacred 
Scripture for meditation, together with the finest      
excerpts from spiritual writers. Even though the cycle 
of scriptural readings at daily Mass is now richer, the 
treasures of revelation and tradition to be found in the 
office of readings will also contribute greatly to the  
spiritual life" (General Instruction of the Liturgy of the 
Hours [GILH], no. 55). 
 

Morning Prayer 
"As is clear from many of the elements that make it up, 
morning prayer is intended and arranged to sanctify the 
morning. St. Basil the Great gives an excellent          
description of this character in these words: "It is said 
in the morning in order that the first stirrings of our 
mind and will may be consecrated to God and that we 
may take nothing in hand until we have been gladdened 
by the thought of God, as it is written: 'I was mindful 
of God and was glad' (Ps 77:4 [Jerome's translation 
from Hebrew]), or set our bodies to any task before we 
do what has been said: 'I will pray to you, Lord, you will 
hear my voice in the morning; I will stand before you in 
the morning and gaze on you' (Ps 5:4-5)." 
 
"Celebrated as it is as the light of a new day is dawning, 
this hour also recalls the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 
the true light enlightening all people (see Jn 1:9) and 
"the sun of justice" (Mal 4:2), "rising from on high" (Lk 
1:78). Hence, we can well understand the advice of St. 
Cyprian: "There should be prayer in the morning so 
that the resurrection of the Lord may thus be               
celebrated" (GILH, no. 38). 
 

Daytime Prayer 
(can be prayed at Midmorning, Midday, or Midafter-
noon) 

Liturgy of the Hours 
The daily prayer of the Church 

~https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgy-of-the-hours 
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"Following a very ancient tradition Christians have 
made a practice of praying out of private devotion at 
various times of the day, even in the course of their 
work, in imitation of the Church in apostolic times. In 
different ways with the passage of time this tradition 
has taken the form of a liturgical celebration. 
 
"Liturgical custom in both East and West has retained 
midmorning, midday, and midafternoon prayer, mainly 
because these hours were linked to a commemoration 
of the events of the Lord's passion and of the first 
preaching of the Gospel" (GILH, no. 74-75). 
 

Evening Prayer 
"When evening approaches and the day is already far 
spent, evening prayer is celebrated in order that 'we 
may give thanks for what has been given us, or what we 
have done well, during the day.' We also recall the    
redemption through the prayer we send up 'like incense 
in the Lord's sight,' and in which 'the raising up of our 
hands' becomes 'an evening sacrifice' (see Ps 141:2).  
 
This sacrifice 'may also be interpreted more spiritually 
as the true evening sacrifice that our Savior the Lord 

entrusted to the apostles at supper on the evening when 
he instituted the sacred mysteries of the Church or of 
the evening sacrifice of the next day, the sacrifice, that 
is, which, raising his hands, he offered to the Father at 
the end of the ages for the salvation of the whole 
world.' Again, in order to fix our hope on the light that 
knows no setting, 'we pray and make petition for the 
light to come down on us anew; we implore the coming 
of Christ who will bring the grace of eternal light.'       
 
Finally, at this hour we join with the Churches of the 
East in calling upon the 'joy-giving light of that holy 
glory, born of the immortal, heavenly Father, the holy 
and blessed Jesus Christ; now that we have come to the 
setting of the sun and have seen the evening star, we 
sing in praise of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit…'" 
(GILH, no. 39). 
 

Night Prayer 
"Night prayer is the last prayer of the day, said before 
retiring, even if that is after midnight" (GILH, no. 84). 
The Psalms that are chosen for Night Prayer are full of 
confidence in the Lord. 
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Learning Our Faith: 
The Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church 

This edition is pulled from a variety of locations in the Compendium.   
Topics and locations are listed above each section. 

I Believe in Life Everlasting  
(Part One, Section Two, Chapter Three) 

 
What is the particular judgment? (1021-1022, 1051) 
It is the judgement of immediate retribution which each one after death will receive from God in his immortal 
soul in accord with his faith and his works.  This retribution consists in entrance into the happiness of heaven,  
immediately or after an appropriate purification, or entry into the eternal damnation of hell. 
 
What is meant by the term “heaven”? (1023-1026, 1053) 
By “heaven” is meant the state of supreme and definitive happiness.  Those who die in the grace of God and have 
no need of further purification are gathered around Jesus and Mary, the angels and the saints.  They thus form the 
Church of heaven, where they see God “face to face” (1 Corinthians 13:12).  They live in a communion of love 
with the Most Blessed Trinity and they intercede for us. 
 
“True and subsistent life consists in this: the Father, through the Son and in the Holy Spirit, pouring out 
his heavenly gifts on all things without exception.  Thanks to his mercy, we too, men that we are, have 

received the inalienable promise of eternal life.” (Saint Cyril of Jerusalem) 
 

What is purgatory? (1030-1031, 1054) 
Purgatory is the state of those who die in God’s friendship, assured of their eternal salvation, but who still have 
need of purification to enter into the happiness of heaven. 
 
How can we help the souls being purified in purgatory? (1032) 
Because of the communion of saints, the faithful who are still pilgrims on earth are able to help the souls in       
purgatory by offering prayers in suffrage for them, especially the Eucharistic sacrifice.  They also help them by 
almsgiving, indulgences, and works of penance. 
 
In what does hell consist? (1033-1035, 1056-1057) 
Hell consists in the eternal damnation of those who die in mortal sin through their own free choice.  The principal 
suffering of hell is eternal separation from God in whom alone we can have the life and happiness for which we 
were created and for which we long.  Christ proclaimed this reality with the words, “Depart from me, you cursed, 
into the eternal fire” (Matthew 25:41). 
 
How can one reconcile the existence of hell with the infinite goodness of God? (1036-1037) 
God, while desiring “all to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9), nevertheless has created the human person to be 
free and responsible; and he respects our decisions.  Therefore, it is the human person who freely excludes himself 
from communion with God if at the moment of death he persists in mortal sin and refuses the merciful love of 
God. 
 
In what does the final judgment occur? (1038-1041, 1058-1059) 
The final or universal judgment consists in a sentence of happiness or eternal condemnation, which the Lord Jesus 
will issue in regard to the “just and the unjust” (Acts 24:15) when he returns as the Judge to the living and the 
dead.  After the last judgment, the resurrected body will share in the retribution which the soul received at the  
particular judgment. 
 
When will this judgment occur? (1040) 
This judgment will come at the end of the world and only God knows the day and the hour. 
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What is the hope of the new heaven and the new earth? (1042-1050, 1060) 
After the final judgment the universe itself, freed from its bondage to decay, will share in the glory of Christ with 
the beginning of “the new heaven” and a “new earth” (2 Peter 3:13).  Thus, the fullness of the Kingdom of God 
will come about, that is to say, the definitive realization of the salvific plan of God to “unite all things in him, 
things in heaven and things on earth” (Ephesians 1:10).  God will then be “all in all” (1 Corinthians 15:28) in       
eternal life. 
 

Liturgical Diversity and the Unity of the Mystery  
(Part Two, Section One, Chapter Two) 

Why is the one Mystery of Christ celebrated by the Church according to various liturgical traditions? 
(1200-1204, 1207-1209) 
The answer is that the unfathomable richness of the mystery of Christ cannot be exhausted by any single liturgical 
tradition.  From the very beginning, therefore, this richness found expression among various peoples and cultures 
in ways that are characterized by a wonderful diversity and complementarity. 
 
What are the criterion that assures unity in the midst of plurality? (1209) 
It is fidelity to the Apostolic Tradition, that is, the communion in the faith and in the sacraments received from the 
Apostles, a communion that is both signified and guaranteed by apostolic succession.  The Church is Catholic and 
therefore can integrate into her unity all the authentic riches of cultures. 
 
Is everything immutable in the liturgy? (1205-1206) 
In the liturgy, particularly in that of the sacraments, there are unchangeable elements because they are of divine institution.  
The Church is the faithful guardian of them.  There are also, however, elements subject to change which the Church has the 
power and on occasion also the duty to adapt to the cultures of diverse peoples. 
 

The Sacrament of the Eucharist  
(Part Two, Section Two, Chapter One) 

When must one receive Holy Communion? (1389) 
The Church recommends that the faithful, if they have the required dispositions, receive Holy Communion whenever they 
participate at Holy Mass.  However, the Church obliges them to receive Holy Communion at least once a year during the 
Easter season. 
 

What is required to receive Holy Communion? (1385-1389, 1415) 
To receive Holy Communion one must be fully incorporated into the Catholic Church and be in the state of grace, that is, no 
conscious of being in mortal sin.  Anyone who is conscious of having committed a grave sin must first receive the sacrament 
of Reconciliation before going to Communion.  Also important for those receiving Holy Communion are a spirit of              
recollection and prayer, observance of the fast prescribed by the Church, and an appropriate disposition of the body 
(gestures and dress) as a sign of respect for Christ. 
 

What are the fruits of Holy Communion? (1391-1397, 1416) 
Holy Communion increases our union with Christ and with his Church.  It preserves and renews the life of grace received at 
Baptism and Confirmation and makes us grow in love for our neighbor.  It strengthens us in charity, wipes away venial sins 
and preserves us from mortal sin in the future. 
 
 

When is it possible to give Holy Communion to other Christians? (1398-1401) 
Catholic ministers may give Holy Communion licitly to member of the Oriental Churches which are not in full communion 
with the Catholic Church whenever they ask for it of their own will and possess the required dispositions.  Catholic ministers 
may licitly give Holy Communion to member of other ecclesial communities only if, in grave necessity, they ask for it of their 
own will, possess the required dispositions, and give evidence of holding the Catholic faith regarding the sacrament. 
 
Why is the Eucharist a “pledge of future glory”? (1402-1405) 
The Eucharist is a pledge of future glory because it fills us with every grace and heavenly blessing.  It fortifies us for our     
pilgrimage in this life and makes us long for eternal life.  It unites us already to Christ seated at the right hand of the 
Father, to the Church in heaven and to the Blessed Virgin and the saints. 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 National Catholic Office for the Deaf 

                                        Membership Form 
                                                                              For October 1 to September 30 

                                                                                    Due October 30 

 
New Member  Renewal  Vision Subscription Only 

 
Name:                   Title:       
 
Address:         City:                     
 
 State:    Zip: __________  Country:      Diocese:      

 
Deaf/Hard of Hearing  Deaf-Blind  Hearing 

 
Phone (W):              VP          Voice       Phone (H):                          VP        Voice     

 
Email:     _________     

 
     Name of Designated Voter (for Family & Executive Members only):______________________    

Please note:  All of the above information is printed in the Membership Directory. 
 Do you want your personal data published in the Membership Directory?        Yes          No 

NCOD needs your assistance to provide complete and accurate information.  Thank you! 

Annual Membership Fees (USA Rates) 
         Individual    $70 (Pastoral Worker Yes __ or No __)            Student   $10       Family   $100        
       
 Executive $250 (Diocese, Agencies, & Organizations)  Donation: _______________ (Tax Deductible) 

Vision Subscription Only (non-member) 

One Year               $20 US          $30 International      OR          Two Year          $35 US          $45 International  

Mail Information:   NCOD Membership                                                                   Contact Information: 
                                 7202 Buchanan Street                                                                   (301) 841-8209 VP 
                                 Landover Hills, MD 20784                                                            www.ncod.org  
 

NCOD Mission Statement:  

Spread God’s message through the support of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Pastoral Ministry so that we may all be one in Christ 


