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Light in Silent Darkness:
Paintings by Deafblind
Rabbi-Priest

~Claire Allen, The Southern Cross, The Catholic Magazine for Southern Africa, Reprinted with permission
https://www.scross.co.za/2021/01/light-in-silent-darkness-paintings-by-deafblind-rabbi-priest/

A book of paintings by a South
African priest who is deaf and blind
has been published, marking the
50th anniversary of his ordination.
Redemptorist Father Cyril Axelrod,
deaf from birth, converted to
Catholicism in 1965, and after studying
at St John Vianney Seminary in
Pretoria, he was ordained in
Johannesburg in 1970. A condition
called Usher syndrome robbed him of
his sight later in life. Fr. Cyril has spent
his life ministering to the deaf. He
communicates through fingerspelling.
But the priest also has an incredible
artistic side – he creates paintings by
using a technique involving strings by
which he forms the outlines of his motifs, and more strings to identify the

colors he used in his art. His sketches
are created freehand. He visualizes the
scenes he paints from his memory and
imagination. Motifs range from biblical
scenes to the BoKaap in Cape Town
to still-lifes.
These artistic endeavors moved his
close friend and fellow Redemptorist
Father Larry Kaufmann to edit a book
of Fr. Axelrod’s paintings, titled Light
in Silent Darkness: Paintings by Deafblind
Rabbi-Priest, and published by
Redemptorist Pastoral Publications
(RPP) in Merrivale, KwaZulu-Natal.
“I was convinced of the miraculous
gift of his artistic skills, so I spent six
months collating Cyril’s drawings and
paintings, and allocating them to
different individuals to write

A Pastoral Service for Persons who are Deaf or
Hard of Hearing
Continued—page 3

We realize there have been many questions about the COVID-19 vaccines and we want to
provide you with the guidance given by the USCCB. You will find a question and answer
document that was published in January, 2021, in this edition of the Vision. However, for a
quick glance at guidance we offer the following that was issued recently by the USCCB:
WASHINGTON– On March 2, Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades of Fort Wayne-South Bend,
chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Committee on Doctrine,
and Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann of Kansas City in Kansas, chairman of the USCCB’s
Committee on Pro-Life Activities, issued a statement on the Johnson & Johnson COVID19 vaccine recently approved for use in the U.S.

“The approval of Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-19 vaccine for use in the United States
again raises questions about the moral permissibility of using vaccines developed, tested, and/or
produced with the help of abortion-derived cell lines.
“Pfizer and Moderna’s vaccines raised concerns because an abortion-derived cell line was used
for testing them, but not in their production. The Johnson & Johnson vaccine, however, was
developed, tested and is produced with abortion-derived cell lines raising additional moral
concerns. The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has judged that ‘when ethically
irreproachable Covid-19 vaccines are not available … it is morally acceptable to receive Covid19 vaccines that have used cell lines from aborted fetuses in their research and production
process.’[1] However, if one can choose among equally safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines,
the vaccine with the least connection to abortion-derived cell lines should be chosen. Therefore, if
one has the ability to choose a vaccine, Pfizer or Moderna’s vaccines should be chosen over
Johnson & Johnson’s.
“While we should continue to insist that pharmaceutical companies stop using abortion-derived
cell lines, given the world-wide suffering that this pandemic is causing, we affirm again that
being vaccinated can be an act of charity that serves the common good.”
For further details, we refer people to our earlier December 2020 statement, to our Answers to
Key Ethical Questions About COVID-19 Vaccines, to the Congregation of the Doctrine of
the Faith’s Note, and to the statement of the Vatican Covid-19 Commission in collaboration
with the Pontifical Academy for Life.
Be courageous in bringing people to Christ. Pray for religious vocations!
NCOD Board of Directors
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reflections,” Fr. Kaufmann said.

spirituality, pastoral wisdom and 50 years of dedicated
priesthood are truly present in this book.”

Among those who wrote reflections on particular
paintings are artist Steven Raphaely; iconographer Br.
Richard Maidwell, CSsR; floral artists Gail Taverner;
Jill Hoskin and Rev. Delysia Timm; Fr. Mark James,
OP; Fr. Michael van Heerden; Prof. Tally Palmer; and
more.

Light in Silent Darkness, which includes 36

paintings and sketches in high-quality
reproduction, sells for R300 [~$20 USD]. It is
available online at www.rpp.org.za or from:
Carmen (Cape Town) 082 949-0044 • Bonnie (E
Cape) 083 357-2610 • Janet (Redemptorist Pastoral
Publications) 083 228-0297 or janet@rpp.org.za

A particularly moving reflection is offered by 18-yearold Christopher Cerfontyne of Port Elizabeth, who as
a young child quickly mastered fingerspelling so that he
could communicate with his “hero”, Fr. Axelrod.

The Southern Cross interviewed Fr Cyril Axelrod
on his 50 years of priesthood and his book of
painting in their February 2021 issue, out now.

Fr. Kaufmann added, “Cyril’s humanity, humor,

Three of Fr Cyril Axelrod’s paintings in the book Light in Silent Darkness depicting reeds, a bar mitzvah,
and the BoKaap in Cape Town. Cover of the priest’s book of paintings Light in Silent Darkness

Prayer for Vocations

God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women to serve in
your Son’s Kingdom as priests, deacons, religious, and consecrated
persons. Send your Holy Spirit to help us respond generously and
courageously to your call. May our community of faith support
vocations of sacrificial love in our youth. We ask this through our
Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Movie Review:
Greyhound Starring Tom Hanks
~Stephen Eubanks, NCOD Board Member, Southeast Atlantic Region 6

lead. Hanks’ character struggled with his failed marriage
and his devout Christian faith during this crucible.
During the Atlantic ocean battle, the convoy HX-25
consisting of 37 allied ships was making its way to
Liverpool, England. The convoy's escort consists of the
Fletcher-class destroyer USS Keeling, radio call sign
"Greyhound", captained by Commander Ernest
Krause. The convoy entered the “Black Pit” in the
middle Atlantic ocean gap where they were out of the
range of protective air cover for 72 hours.
In the beginning of the film, Captain Krause kneeled
and prayed with his Bible saying, “Dear Lord, let your
Holy Angel be with me. That the evil foe maybe have
no power over me. Amen!” This quote teaches us to
pray every day no matter what you do. He depended on
God every day and asked Him to help him in facing
doubt during this challenging time, to remain
determined to defeat his enemies, and defend their
Allied merchant’s ship. He could not do it alone
without the help of God and trust in Him. He was
ready to do his duty to command his ship. I noticed on
his private bathroom mirror included a card reading,
“Jesus Christ: The same yesterday, today, and forever.”
Hebrews 13:8. This verse reminds us that Jesus will
always be with us and won’t abandon us no matter
what! It helped Krause to keep trusting in Him.

FAYETTEVILLE—I watched the movie, Greyhound,
from Apple TV Plus. This was an amazing and
inspirational film. It had an impact on me because it
made me understand that this was a story of faith, hope
and respect of human life. It will cause you to think
deeply about your own faith. I took a Deaf Catholic
Young Adults Webinar 2020 on August 19, 2020 from
Father Shawn Carey when he gave a presentation on
“Faith Over Fear!” He instructed us to complete an
analysis on why we need to have faith over fear. What
does “Faith Over Fear!” mean to you? It means we
must stay faithful to God. Deuteronomy 20:1 states,
“When you go out to war against your enemies and you
see horses and chariots and an army greater than your
own, you shall not be afraid of them, for the Lord, your
God, who brought you up from the land of Egypt, will
be with you”. This webinar series applied to this film as
a way to understand it was actually Faith Over Fear!

When Captain Krause was getting ready to have
breakfast, we were introduced to another person,
George Cleveland, a Mess Attendant 2nd who is also a
black American who served with him and whom he
respected. When Krause started praying, speaking no
words, allowing himself to think quietly, Cleveland was
immediately silent too and remained reverent until
Krause said, “Amen!” Then Cleveland said “Amen!” in
response. I wondered why he quietly prayed and not
muttered one word until he got to the end where he
said, “Amen”. There is a verse from the Bible, James
1:21: “Therefore, put away all filth and evil excess and
humbly welcome the word that has been planted in you
and is able to save your souls.” This verse speaks to
that moment. That one must set aside negativity and
embrace the optimism of God even in the harshest
moments. Another example of Krause’s faith in action

Before I give my thoughts and analysis on this movie as
it relates to the Bible and how it is applied to “Faith
Over Fear,” I learned that Greyhound was adapted by
Tom Hanks from the 1955 novel The Good Shepherd by
C. S. Forester, where Hanks plays Ernie Krause,
captain of a U.S. warship leading a convoy of merchant
and troop ships through the North Atlantic ocean
infested by German Nazi U-boats in February, 1942. In
the film, Krause possesses a rich, deeply conflicted
inner life. He was a career officer about to retire when
the Pearl Harbor attack officially propelled the U.S.
into World War II. He was a significantly older and far
less battle-tested man than the men he was tasked to
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is when Krause’s executive officer (Lieutenant
Commander Charlie Cole) informed him that there
were two sailors in a fight with each other. Krause
wanted to know why they quietly refused to answer
them, before they were interrupted by an alarm on the
ship. Then, Krause answered, “I will tolerate no more
fisticuffs on my ship, so, ‘Restore the relationships you
have damaged and fill me with peace. Repetition will
bring hell down from on high.’” He didn’t want any
devil to come into his ship to affect him and destroy
everything he worked for. He was well in control and
ordered them to return to their stations. He showed
them that they needed to understand that they needed
to work together with respect in spite of petty
differences. This is similar to what Jesus taught us when
he told us to love one another.

They were filled with great awe and said to one another,
‘Who then is this whom even wind and sea obey?’”. It
was amazing to see Captain Krause like Jesus remain
calm in control of the situation as it taught us to trust in
Him. Sailors can see that he handled himself well in
hectic situations. We too, can replicate this in our own
lives.
Then came a scene when Cleveland lost his life during
the battle. This pained Krause. Krause gave the men
along with Cleveland a proper military funeral saying,
“We, therefore, commit the earthly remains of Anthony
Pisani, Daniel Marx, and George Cleveland to the deep,
looking for the general Resurrection in their last day,
and the life of the world to come, through our Lord
Jesus Christ, at whose second coming in glorious
majesty to judge the world the sea shall give up her
dead, and corruptible bodies of those who sleep in him
shall be changed and made like unto his glorious body
according to the mighty working whereby he is able to
subdue all things unto himself. Amen.” This act is
symbolic of baptism and the men on board blessed
them and prayed that they might reach heaven as their
bodies were committed to the sea. Krause did not think
that God was going to miraculously pluck the convoy
out of the water and set them gently in a British harbor.
He has no preconceptions of what this walk might
bring.

The next day, while Krause was tired from an ongoing
battle with several U-boats and tried his best to protect
their allied merchant ships without breaking.
Unfortunately, there were many that were severely
destroyed by German U-Boats. The German submarine
tried to slip under the Greyhound, but Krause
maneuvered his ship above the U-boat and fired a full
pattern of depth charges, resulting in his first kill. One
of his lead sailors told him, “Congratulations, Captain.
It’s our first U-boat. Congratulations, sir. Fifty less
krauts”. He replied “Yes, fifty souls”. This means he
had respect for all life, even the enemies and
understood the cost of his decisions. He believed that
all sailors should be treated respectfully. Also, he had a
hard time trying to give up his grudges and, in his mind,
he forgave them because he had no choice but to do
this and he had to follow his orders to defend his allied
ships.

Lieutenant Commander Cole quoted, “What you did
yesterday got us through today,” one officer told him
after a particularly perilous night. Captain Krause
replied, “It’s not enough, not nearly enough.” He knew
that allied ships could be sunk and allied sailors and
merchants may die. That all might be lost if he didn’t
do his job well. He didn’t assume that, just because he
loves God, that God would save him. But he did his
best to root out doubt and remain faithful enough to
see his men through this battle.

Then, he and his allied sailors heard the German Wolf
Pack leader called “Grey Wolf” threaten to destroy
them and taunted the ship with howling to demoralize
Krause and his men. His sailors were afraid and filled
with anxiety but he knew that the Devil wanted him to
fail as their commander. He refused to give up and had
faith that this too would pass and that they would come
out victorious. Many sailors came to Captain Krause
with many difficult situations and were overwhelmed.
The sailors were panicky and didn’t know what to do
and waited from him to give them their orders. Krause
remained calm which is reminiscent of the verses Mark
4:39-41, which states, “Jesus woke up, rebuked the
wind, and said to the sea, ‘Quiet! Be still!’ The wind
ceased and there was great calm. Then he asked them,
‘Why are you terrified? Do you not yet have faith?’

In the final confrontation to eliminate the sub “Grey
Wolf,” the Allied British ship arrived to help Krause
and his men. Holding out to the final moments, the
British aircraft arrived just in time to help destroy
“Grey Wolf” before it attacked Captain Krause’s ship.
Krause and his men won this battle but the war wasn’t
close to being over. Many allied ships thanked Captain
Krause who helped get them home safely. He returned
to his private bedroom in the belly of the ship where he
found himself very exhausted, having not slept in 70
hours. But before he got in his bed he got on his knees
and prayed to God, “I thank you, my heavenly Father,
5

that you have graciously kept me this day. Into your
hands I commend myself, my body and soul. Amen”.

represented in the film on Krause’s prayer card that
read “Jesus Christ: The same yesterday, today, and forever.” Hebrews 13:8. Jesus showed us that He will be
here with us no matter what you do in a bad or good
situation. We must trust in Him and need to pray to
Him more! I encourage you to watch this film! God
bless you!

This film inspired me to be the best example of what
“Faith Over Fear!” means. We should have the same
level of faith Krause had. The film Greyhound embodied
a powerful message which can be found visually

Body, Blood, Soul, & Divinity
We unite our prayers with you as we face the impact of COVID-19. Many parishes are using
technology to broadcast the Sunday liturgy, in ASL. Here is the list of ASL Masses currently being
live-streamed. Check the NCOD website for updates at www.ncod.org.
Saturdays
Guardian Angels Catholic Community—Oakdale, MN, Archdiocese of St. Paul & Minneapolis
ASL Interpreter 4:30 pm CST at facebook.com/GuardianAngelsOakdale
Sundays
(Masses are organized by time zones)

Schott Communities for Persons who are Deaf or Disabled—Cooper City, FL, Archdiocese of Miami
ASL Interpreter 9:30 am EST at Schott Communities FaceBook Page
Fr. Thomas Rozman – Pastor of St. Joseph Catholic Church, Mechanicsburg, Diocese of Harrisburg, PA
Livestreaming Mass in ASL, 9:45 am EST at stjosephmech.org
Fr. Shawn Carey – Director of the Boston Deaf Apostolate, Archdiocese of Boston, MA
ASL Mass 11:00am EST at youtube.com/user/DeafApostolateBoston (recordings at bostondeafcatholic.org)
Fr. Mike Depcik – Director of Catholic Deaf Community, St John’s Deaf Center, Archdiocese of Detroit, MI
ASL Mass 11:30am EST at facebook.com/deafmass
Monsignor Glenn Nelson J.C.L. – Director of Deaf Apostolate & Vicar General, Diocese of Rockford, IL
ASL Mass 10:00am CST at facebook.com/RockfordDeafApostolate
Fr. Michael Hermes – St. Paul Catholic Church, Olathe, KS
ASL Interpreter 10:00 am CST at https://www.spcatholic.org/
Fr. Dave Korth – Sacred Heart Church, Diocese of Omaha, NE
ASL Interpreter 10:30 am CST at sacredheartchurchomaha.org or YouTube.com/SacredHeartChurchOmaha
Bishop Michael Olson – St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Diocese of Fort Worth, TX
ASL Interpreter 11:00am CST at fwdioc.org
Fr. Tom Coyte – Director of Colorado Catholic Deaf Ministry, Lakewood, CO
ASL & English 10:00 am MST at stbernadettelakewood.org or St Bernadette Parish Lakewood CO FaceBook Page or St. Bernadette Parish Lakewood CO YouTube Channel
Very Reverend Patrick Schafer OFM – Holy Family Church, Archdiocese of Santa Fe, Albuquerque, NM
ASL & English 8:00am MST / ASL& Spanish 10:00am MST at Holy Family Church Albuquerque FaceBook Page or Holy
Family Church Albuquerque YouTube Channel

Fr. Tom Schweitzer with Deacon Tomas Garcia – Holy Angels Catholic Church of the Deaf, Archdiocese of
Los Angeles, CA ASL & English 8:30 am PST / ASL & Spanish 11:30 am PST
at youtube.com/user/hacofthedeaf/live
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23 Permanent Deacons Vault Pandemic
Changes to Ordination
~Jo Ann Zunigq, Texas Catholic Herald, Reprinted with permission
https://www.archgh.org/news-events/news/texas-catholic-herald/texas-catholic-herald-news/texas-catholic-herald/23-permanent-deacons-vault-pandemicchanges-to-ordination/?fbclid=IwAR1S74zgAMQpre-pbs0G9gTJzvzm_oTx2MSq5uS-g9MR41BN-HEMhLJkyd8

HOUSTON — The first diaconate class of 2021 to be
ordained under difficult Covid restrictions is diverse yet
share their love for God and willingness to serve His
people.

During formation, his Archdiocesan ministry was
working at Catholic Charities in the food distribution
centers that have been so badly needed in these
desperate times.
.
“I now have an even greater awareness of the needs of
those whose finances are less than desirable, especially
during these times of COVID-19,” Flagg wrote.
“I am one of a handful of deaf deacons in the country
who will serve the needs of the deaf community. I look
forward to bringing the word of God to my community
and to serve that community however the Lord
desires,” he said.

Although only numbering 23 men and their wives, two
separate ordinations are scheduled for Feb. 19 and Feb.
20 at the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart because of
social distancing for families and those attending by
invitation only.
New deacon-to-be Bruce Flagg explored several
churches, including Baptist, Reformed Presbyterian and
non-denominational, before returning to his religion at
birth, a cradle Catholic. With his wife Toni’s
encouragement, he enrolled in the FTCM program to
learn deeper meanings of Catholicism. The knowledge
set him afire with the spirit, and they both prayed and
came to a decision for him to apply for the Diaconate
program.

Following God’s call
Fellow classmate Sean (pronounced Son) Nguyen said
he felt God’s calling since childhood. The seed was
planted in his heart and mind that he should be a priest
when he grew older. But it did not take root until after
college.

Unique gifts

After graduation, he still couldn’t find a job, so he went
on a mission in Missouri with his mom, serving food
and cleaning tables. In the time in between, he asked
God for direction.

But Flagg brings unique life skills as a deaf person, and
his home parish is the St. Dominic’s Deaf Center. With
all of St. Mary’s Seminary classes being canceled on
campus because of the coronavirus, the diaconate
classes were all placed online with Zoom.

“I gave myself up to Him. Two weeks later, I got a job.
When I married, I realized that priesthood was out of
the question but still had the urge to serve,” Nguyen
said. He and his wife joined the St. Justin Martyr church
community in 2009, and it remains their home parish.

“This past year of COVID-19 has been very difficult.
Since I am deaf, it was difficult to figure out the
technology necessary for me to have an interpreter. My
wife interpreted everything for me during that spring
semester, including formation classes,” Flagg wrote in
response to questions. By the fall semester, they were
able to use the technology to have an interpreter on
screen.

“I found out that I could join the Diaconate, and six
years of formation later with the blessing of my wife
and family, I am getting ready to begin a new journey
for our God,” he said.

A mother’s prayer

“The formation has been time-consuming without a
doubt, but with a supportive family, friends and the
occasional camping trip, I managed to get through these
past six years, thanks be to God,” he said.

“I credit my calling and finding my way to the prayers
of my mom. She is 96 years young and is looking
forward to seeing my ordination,” Nguyen said.
7

they called it way back then, being an ‘altar boy.’ I was a
pretty quiet and shy kid. Now a Permanent Deacon.
Wow!” Millhouse said.
He actually found Zoom classes easier to schedule,
especially the Tuesday evening classes at home rather
than dealing with Houston’s rush-hour traffic drive to
the seminary off Memorial Drive.
“Now retired from law enforcement, I have a good
amount of time on my hands to keep a balance in my
life. My Archdiocesan assignment of ministry was to
visit and correspond with retired priests and deacons.
Because of COVID-19, we cannot make in-person
visits, so we visit over the telephone. But the retired
deacons I speak with are happy to hear from the newer
folks,” Millhouse said.

Two Masses for the Ordination to the Permanent Diaconate are set for Feb.
19 and Feb. 20 at the Co-Cathedral of Sacred Heart in Houston. (File
photo by James Ramos/Herald).

The class of 2021 was fortunate to have spent more
than five years together with in-person classes and
pastoral training building up camaraderie before having
to move to online Zoom classes, he said.

“I have a mixture of feelings on our upcoming
ordination; feelings of joy, excitement, anxiousness, and
most of all, humility. I look forward to joining the rest
of the staff at the Co-Cathedral,” he said.

“We prayed, laughed and cried together. But this last
year was difficult for us to stay connected. Online
learning also felt distant... As for balancing work,
school and family life, I did not think that I had the
time. However, when we got started, God just made
time for us, our kids accommodated, and things just
worked out by the grace of God,” Nguyen said.

Rising up to meet challenges
Deacon Phillip Jackson, director of the Office of the
Permanent Diaconate for the Archdiocese, said, “We
have certainly had our challenges during these past 10
months trying to do diaconal formation in the midst of
a pandemic.”

A faith that responds

“We certainly could not have gotten this far on our
own. The men, mentors and wives embraced this new
way of teaching. It reminds me of the opening prayer of
the Invitatory, ‘Lord, open my lips and my mouth will
proclaim your praise!’ They fully participated and were
engaged in a most impressive way. It has caused us, the
office of the Permanent Diaconate, to rethink how we
will provide diaconal formation in the future,” Deacon
Jackson said.

Joe Millhouse, a former deputy sheriff with the Harris
County Sheriff’s Department and a former Texas
Highway patrolman and narcotics investigator, and his
wife Wendy are parishioners at the Co-Cathedral of the
Sacred Heart downtown. He grew up attending
Catholic schools in Pennsylvania.
“A funny thing about where I am now. As a kid in
Catholic school, I was never one to volunteer for, as
Left:

Deacon Bruce
Flagg at his ordination

Right: Deacon Flagg
with Daniel Cardinal
DiNardo during
ordination
.
(James Ramos/Texas
Catholic Herald)
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January 2021
Answers to Key Ethical Questions About COVID-19 Vaccines
The development of vaccines to combat the COVID-19 pandemic has received much public attention and raised
several ethical questions related to their development and use. This document is intended to provide concise
answers to some of those ethical questions as well as links to more in-depth resources.
Is it true that there is a connection between some vaccines and abortion?
Yes. Several decades ago, tissue harvested from the bodies of aborted babies was used to create certain cell lines
for research purposes. The cells in these lines are, in effect, the descendants of those cells that were originally
harvested. They have been made to replicate themselves and some cell lines can be reproduced indefinitely. These
abortion-derived cell lines are used as a “factory” to manufacture certain vaccines (e.g., rubella, chickenpox, some
of the COVID-19 vaccines, etc.).i The cells themselves, however, are not present in the vaccines that patients
receive.

What does the Church say about abortion-derived cell lines and their connection to vaccines?
The Holy See, through the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith and Pontifical Academy for Life, has
provided guidance on this topic on four occasions.ii This guidance has made it clear that it is wrong to create
abortion-derived cell lines and for pharmaceutical companies to utilize them, that the use of vaccines produced
with such cell lines should be avoided if comparable alternatives with no connection to abortion are available, that
grave reasons (e.g., serious health risks) may justify the use of vaccines produced with these cell lines when there
are no such alternatives, and that everyone concerned for the sanctity of life should protest the use of these cell
lines and advocate for the development of vaccines with no connection to abortion.
Do COVID-19 vaccines use abortion-derived cell lines?
As of the date of this writing, hundreds of vaccines for COVID-19 are in development worldwide, and more than
a dozen are in the final stages of testing. Some don’t use abortion-derived cell lines at all, some have used such cell
lines to test the vaccine’s efficacy, and some are using such cell lines in the development and/or the production
phases. There are currently two vaccines (Pfizer and Moderna) being distributed for use in the United States, and
there are others that are likely to be made available in the coming months (e.g., AstraZeneca, Janssen, etc.). iii
Neither Pfizer nor Moderna used an abortion-derived cell line in the development or production of the vaccine.
However, such a cell line was used to test the efficacy of both vaccines. Thus, while neither vaccine is completely
free from any use of abortion-derived cell lines, in these two cases the use is very remote from the initial evil of the
abortion. The AstraZeneca and Janssen vaccines raise additional moral concerns because an abortion-derived cell
line is used not only for testing, but also in development and production.
Is it morally acceptable to receive a COVID-19 vaccine that uses abortion-derived cell lines?
Given that the COVID-19 virus can involve serious health risks, it can be morally acceptable to receive a vaccine
that uses abortion-derived cell lines if there are no other available vaccines comparable in safety and efficacy with
no connection to abortion. If it is possible to choose among a number of equally safe and effective COVID-19
vaccines, the vaccine with the least connection to abortion-derived cell lines should be chosen.iv If a vaccine with
no connection to abortion-derived cell lines is not readily available, vaccines that used such cell lines for testing
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would be preferable to those that use such cell lines for ongoing production. Such choices may not be possible,
however, especially in the early stages of vaccine distribution. In that case, one may receive any of the clinically
recommended vaccines in good conscience with the assurance that reception of such vaccines does not involve
immoral cooperation in abortion.v
Is there a moral obligation to receive a COVID-19 vaccination?
The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has noted recently that “vaccination is not, as a rule, a moral
obligation and that, therefore, it must be voluntary. In any case, from the ethical point of view, the morality of
vaccination depends not only on the duty to protect one’s own health but also on the duty to pursue the common
good.”vi And it said that “in the absence of other means to stop or even prevent the epidemic” vaccination may
promote the common good, “especially to protect the weakest and most exposed.” For a vaccine to be effective
in protecting society, most people need to be vaccinated in order to break the chain of disease transmission from
person to person throughout the community. The Congregation also said that those who refuse to get vaccinated
must do their utmost, by taking all the necessary precautions, to avoid “becoming vehicles for the transmission of
the infectious agent. In particular, they must avoid any risk to the health of those who cannot be vaccinated for
medical or other reasons, and who are most vulnerable.”
What can those who uphold the sanctity of life do to protect against the use of abortion-derived cell lines
and advocate for ethical vaccines?
First, inform yourself and others about how some vaccines are connected to abortion through the use of abortionderived cell lines, and about which vaccines use such cell lines. Second, inform your doctor about this connection
and ask him or her to provide ethic vaccines, when possible. Third, urge pharmaceutical companies and medical
researchers to discontinue using abortion-derived cell lines, and thank them when they do.vii
Are the COVID-19 vaccines safe and effective?
The bishops are not and do not claim to be authorities on the safety and efficacy of vaccines. People should rely
on information from authoritative sources in the field of medicine and public health, such as the Food and Drug
Administration and qualified health care professionals. The FDA affirms that the vaccines authorized for
emergency use in the U.S. have met all the safety and efficacy standards required for such authorization.
Where can I find more information on this topic?
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (www.usccb.org/prolife/biomedical-research)
National Catholic Bioethics Center (www.ncbcenter.org)
Charlotte Lozier Institute (www.lozierinstitute.org/category/genetics)
See Charlotte Lozier Institute at www.lozierinstitute.org/category/genetics.
Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith, Instruction on Certain Bioethical Questions (Dignitas Personae) (2008), nos. 35-36
and “Note on the morality of using some anti-COVID-19 vaccines” (21 December 2020).
Pontifical Academy for Life, “Moral Reflections on Vaccines Prepared from Cell Derived from Aborted Human Foetuses”,
(9 June 2005) and Note on Italian Vaccine Issue (21 July 2017).
iii https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/explaining-operation-wrap-speed/index.html;
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/Spotlight/Coronavirus/Operation-Warp-Speed/.
iv As of the date of this document, there are no available COVID vaccine options that are completely free from a connection
to abortion-derived cell lines. But there are some COVID vaccines in development that may end up free of such connection.
v Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith “Note on the morality of using some anti-COVID-19 vaccines” (21 December
2020), no. 3.
vi CDF Note no. 5
vii The USCCB Pro Life Office helps with such advocacy through the USCCB Action Center. To receive action alerts, sign
up at www.uscb.org/prolife/biomedical-research
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Gallaudet University's New Deaf
Priest a Sign of Renewal
~Lana Portolano, National Catholic Reporter https://www.ncronline.org/news/people/gallaudet-universitys-new-deaf-priest-sign-renewal

When Fr. Min Seo Park, a deaf Catholic priest from
South Korea, celebrated his first livestreamed Mass in
American Sign Language, or ASL, on Feb. 6, over 800
viewers, many of them likely deaf themselves, tuned in
on the ADW (Archdiocese of Washington) Special
Needs Ministry YouTube channel, where videos
feature a voice interpreter and captions for hearing
viewers.
Before Park's January 2021 appointment as chaplain of
both the Archdiocese of Washington's Deaf Ministries
and Gallaudet University (a U.S. federally chartered
private university for the deaf), these ASL-interpreted
Masses attracted up to 95 viewers on its best day.
Watching a deaf priest sign the Mass in ASL brought
the dispersed deaf community together online. The
yearlong COVID-19 quarantine has kept many deaf
individuals away from others who communicate in sign
language, contributing to marginalization because of
their language difference.
Laureen Lynch-Ryan, the archdiocese's coordinator for
deaf ministry, said she has not stopped receiving emails
from people who were inspired by Park's homily.
"Many stated how very clear he was, and that it was a
great picture of what the Gospel means and how it
applies to the deaf community," she said. "They are all
greatly looking forward to his next Mass."
It is rare for deaf people who sign American Sign
Language to receive direct communication from a
priest at all. Many go their entire lives without being
able to participate in Mass or understand prayers,
readings or the homily. Several deaf viewers of Park's
first ASL Mass told Lynch-Ryan by email that they felt
relaxed and able to sit and enjoy worship in their own
language.
As for Park, who learned American Sign Language and
English while studying at Gallaudet from 1994 to 1999,
he was nervous about being videoed for his first
livestreamed Mass. "My ASL is rusty, but I was trying
to think positive," he said through an interpreter.
For 14 years, Park led a large, successful parish for deaf

Fr. Min Seo Park signs the Mass in American Sign Language on
Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17, 2021. To his left is Laureen LynchRyan, the Washington Archdiocese's coordinator for deaf
ministry. (Joe Portolano)

Catholics in South Korea. Every Sunday, 200 to 250
deaf people attend the Mass in Korean Sign Language
at Ephatha, the Catholic church for the deaf in Seoul.
The Aramaic term "Ephphatha," meaning "Be opened,"
comes from the word Jesus said to a deaf man in
the Gospel of Mark.
In addition to Park, there are five hearing priests in
South Korea who can sign. One of these is taking
Park's place at Ephatha Church while he serves the
Archdiocese of Washington. There are currently no
other priests who can sign the Mass to deaf assemblies
in the Archdiocese of Washington.
While preparing for the priesthood, Park attended
Gallaudet to learn more about deaf ministry, deaf
culture and the global deaf community. He completed
seminary education in Korea in 2006 and was ordained
by then Cardinal Cheong Jin-Suk of Seoul, South
Korea, in 2007.
Although attendance at religious services has
dwindled on campuses nationwide during the past
decade, Park said he thrived in the deaf Catholic
community at Gallaudet in the '90s. He attended Mass
signed in ASL by longtime chaplain Fr. Jerry Trancone,
who taught Park how to sign the liturgical signs.
11

religious services in signed languages. At the beginning
of the coronavirus pandemic in 2020, the Washington
Archdiocese began to post ASL Mass readings and
homilies as a resource for interpreters, as well as for
quarantined members of the deaf Catholic community.
As the pandemic progressed, they expanded online
worship for isolated deaf people. In June 2020, the
archdiocese began livestreaming entire Sunday Masses
in ASL. A hearing priest celebrated Mass while an ASL
interpreter signed for the camera. Deaf signers fluent in
ASL did Scripture readings.
There are 150 sign languages around the world, but the
International Catholic Foundation for the Service of
Deaf Persons primarily provides resources for
international deaf ministry in two languages: American
Sign Language and British Sign Language, or BSL. Park
has experienced ASL in the Philippines, Malaysia and
Singapore.

Fr. Min Seo Park signs the Mass in American Sign Language
during a livestream Feb 6. Over 800 viewers watched via the
Archdiocese of Washington Special Needs Ministry YouTube
channel. (Screenshot by Joe Portolano/YouTube)

Park explained that in hearing churches in many parts
of the world, there may be an interpreter for deaf
people, but deaf people are not understanding a great
deal. "They're not sure what's being said," he explained.
"And then they're not interested in church. So they just
kind of give up on that. They're bored. It's not visual."

"Fr. Jerry was a huge help to me," continued Park. "He
was a counselor as well, and a guide. We would go out
to eat together, and he would chat with me about the
Word of God, and it really had a strong impact on my
life. I grew spiritually very strong. I will never forget my
years at Gallaudet, and I have been wanting very much
to serve the Gallaudet community."

Park advocates for Mass in sign language. "When that
understanding occurs, then that has a very strong
impact. People's interest is rekindled and deaf people
begin to join the church," he said.

Hearing loss is associated with depression and social
isolation among adults, including college-aged adults,
but research on the psychology of religious coping
indicates that people with religious beliefs have better
mental health."

"I think that's vitally important, for deaf people to be
able to see the priest sign, and for hearing priests who
are skilled in sign to share that as well," he added. "The
deaf church community can be very strong and grow all
around the world in that way."

Allen Rosales, a new freshman at Gallaudet University,
looks forward to meeting a priest who knows American
Sign Language when he lives on campus for the first
time this fall. "I have never met a priest who can sign. I
think it will be interesting and different from hearing
church at home," he said in an online interview.

Lana Portolano is the author of Be Opened! The Catholic
Church and Deaf Culture (CUA Press, 2020).

Park is eager to serve the Gallaudet community and
bring spiritual counseling and worship services to the
student body, who likely have never met a deaf priest.
He hopes to use the visibility of his new assignment for
evangelization in the deaf community of Washington,
D.C., and beyond. "I think maybe they'll be deeply
touched by having a deaf priest serve them, and
hopefully more willing to join the church," he said.
A growing movement of deaf-led Catholic ministries
have demonstrated the importance of worship and
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Preparing for In-Person Pastoral
Week 2022: Savannah, GA
PW 2021: Workers for the Harvest was a HUGE success!
Thanks to everyone who joined us on the first-ever virtual
Pastoral Week. As great as it was, we missed seeing you in
person.
We have been hard at work getting ready for the next
IN-PERSON Pastoral Week in Savannah, GA. We
can’t wait to see you and celebrate the wonderful Southern
hospitality, charm, and beauty that Savannah has to offer.
Keep you eye out for the early bird registration and save
over $100!

See You in Savannah!
Congratulations to our
PW 2021 Trivia Winners!
A free night at the gorgeous De Soto Hotel
• Dinner & a tour for two

•

The Grand Prize Winner for the
FREE REGISTRATION FOR PW 2022 is…….

Congratulations

JOHN DAIGLE

13

Learning Our Faith:
The Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church

This edition is pulled from Part Two: The Celebration of the Christian Mystery; Section Two—The Seven Sacraments
of the Church; Chapter One “The Sacraments of Christian Initiation”

Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist
How are the sacraments of the Church divided? (1210-1211)
The sacraments are divided into: the sacraments of Christian initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist); the
sacraments of healing (Penance and Anointing of the Sick); and the sacraments at the service of communion and mission
(Holy Orders and Matrimony). The sacraments touch all the important moments of Christian life. All of the sacraments are
ordered to the Holy Eucharist “as to their end” (St. Thomas Aquinas).

How is Christian initiation brought about? (1212, 1275)
Christian initiation is accomplished by means of the sacraments which establish the foundations of Christian life. The faithful
born anew by Baptism are strengthened by Confirmation and are then nourished by the Eucharist.

The Sacrament of Baptism
What names are given to the first sacrament of initiation? (1213-1216, 1276-1277)
This sacrament is primarily called Baptism because of the central rite with which it is celebrated. To baptize means to
“immerse” in water. The one who is baptized is immersed into the death of Christ and rises with him as a “new creature” (2
Corinthians 5:17). This sacrament is also called the “bath of regeneration and renewal in the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5); and it is
called “enlightenment” because the baptized becomes “a son of light” (Ephesians 5:8).
How is Baptism prefigured in the Old Covenant? (1217-1222)
In the Old Covenant Baptism was pre-figured in various ways: water, seen as source of life and of death; in the Ark of Noah,
which saved by means of water; in the passing through the Red Sea, which liberated Israel from Egyptian slavery; in the crossing of
the Jordan River, that brought Israel into the promised land which is the image of eternal life.
Who brought to fulfillment those prefigurations? (1223-1224)
All the Old Covenant prefigurations find their fulfillment in Jesus Christ. At the beginning of his public life Jesus had
himself baptized by John the Baptist in the Jordan. On the cross, blood and water, signs of Baptism and the Eucharist,
flowed from his pierced side. After his Resurrection he gave to his Apostles this mission: “Go therefore and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19).
Starting when and to whom has the Church administered Baptism? (1226-1228)
From the day of Pentecost, the Church has administered Baptism to anyone who believes in Jesus Christ.
In what does the essential rite of Baptism consist? (1229-1245, 1278)
The essential rite of this sacrament consists in immersing the candidate in water or pouring water over his or her head while
invoking the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Who can receive Baptism? (1246-1252)
Every person not yet baptized is able to receive Baptism.
Why does the Church baptize infants? (1250)
The Church baptizes infants because they are born with original sin. They need to be freed from the power of the Evil One
and brought into that realm of freedom which belongs to the children of God.

What is required of one who is to be baptized? (1253-1255)
Everyone who is to be baptized is required to make a profession of faith. This is done personally in the case of an adult or
by the parents and by the Church in the case of infants. Also the godfather or the godmother and the whole ecclesial
community share he responsibility for baptismal preparation (catechumenate) as well as for the development and
safeguarding of the faith and grace given at baptism.
Who can baptize? (1256, 1284)
The ordinary ministers of Baptism are the bishop and the priest. In the Latin Church the deacon also can baptize. In case of
necessity any person can baptize provided he has the intention of doing what the Church does. This is done by pouring
14

water on the head of the candidate while saying the Trinitarian formula for Baptism: “I baptize you in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
Is baptism necessary for salvation? (1257)
Baptism is necessary for salvation for all those to whom the Gospel has been proclaimed and who have had the possibility of
asking for this sacrament.
Is it possible to be saved without Baptism? (1258-1261, 1281-1283)
Since Christ died for the salvation of all, those can be saved without Baptism who die for the faith (Baptism of blood).
Catechumens and all those who, even without knowing Christ and the Church, still (under the impulse of grace) sincerely
seek God and strive to do his will can also be save without Baptism (Baptism of desire). The Church in her liturgy entrusts
children who die without Baptism to the mercy of God.

What are the effects of Baptism? (1262-1274, 1279-1280)
Baptism takes away original sin, all personal sins and all punishment due to sin. It makes the baptized person a participant in
the divine life of the Trinity through sanctifying grace, the grace of justification which incorporates one into Christ and into
his Church. It gives one a share in the priesthood of Christ and provides the basis for communion with all Christians. It
bestows the theological virtues and the gifts of the Holy Spirit. A baptized person belongs forever to Christ. He is marked
with the indelible seal of Christ (character).
What is the meaning of the Christian name received at Baptism? (2156-2159, 2167)
The name is important because God knows each of us by name, that is, in our uniqueness as persons. In Baptism a Christian
receives his or her name in the Church. It should be preferably be the name of a saint who might offer the baptized a model
of sanctity and an assurance of his or her intercession before God.

The Sacrament of Confirmation
What place does Confirmation have in the divine plan of salvation? (1285-1288, 1315)
In the Old Testament the prophets announced that the Spirit of the Lord would rest on the awaited Messiah and on the
entire messianic people. The whole life and mission of Jesus were carried out in total communion with the Holy Spirit. The
Apostles received the Holy Spirit at Pentecost and proclaimed “the mighty works of God” (Acts 2:11). They gave the gift of
the same Spirit to the newly baptized by the laying on of hands. Down through the centuries, the Church has continued to
live by the Spirit and to impart him to her children.
Why is this sacrament called Chrismation or Confirmation? (1289)
It is called Chrismation (in the Eastern Churches: anointing with holy myron or chrism) because the essential rite of the
sacrament is anointing with chrism. It is called Confirmation because it confirms and strengthens baptismal grace.

What is the essential rite of Confirmation? (1290-1301, 1318, 1320-1321)
The essential rite of Confirmation is the anointing with Sacred Chrism (oil mixed with balsam and consecrated by the
bishop), which is done by the laying of the hand of the minister who pronounces the sacramental words proper to the rite.
In the West this anointing is done on the forehead of the baptized with the words, “Be sealed with the Gift of the Holy
Spirit”. In the Eastern Churches of the Byzantine rite this anointing is also done on other parts of the body with the words,
“The seal of the Gift of the Holy Spirit”.
What is the effect of Confirmation? (1302-1305, 1316-1317)
The effect of Confirmation is a special outpouring of the Holy Spirit like that of Pentecost. This outpouring impresses on
the soul an indelible character and produces a growth in the grace of Baptism. It roots the recipient more deeply in divine
sonship, binds him more firmly to Christ and to the Church and reinvigorates the gifts of the Holy Spirit in his soul. It gives
a special strength to witness to the Christian faith.
Who can receive this sacrament? (1306-1311, 1319)
Only those already baptized can and should receive this sacrament which can be received only once.
Confirmation efficaciously the candidate must be in the state of grace.

To receive

Who is the minister of Confirmation? (1312-1314)
The original minister of Confirmation is the bishop. In this way the link between the confirmed and the Church in her
apostolic dimension is made manifest. When a priest confers this sacrament, as ordinarily happens in the East and in
special cases in the West, the link with the bishop and with the Church is expressed by the priest who is the
collaborator of the bishop and by the Sacred Chrism, consecrated by the bishop himself.
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National Catholic Office for the Deaf
7202 Buchanan Street
Landover Hills, MD 20784
info@ncod.org
www.ncod.org
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Membership Form
For October 1 to September 30
Due October 30

National Catholic Office for the Deaf

NCOD Mission Statement:
Spread God’s message through the support of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Pastoral Ministry so that we may all be one in Christ

New Member

Renewal

Vision Subscription Only

Name:

Title:

Address:

City:

State:

Zip: __________

Country:

Diocese:

Deaf/Hard of Hearing
Phone (W):

VP

Email:

Deaf-Blind
Voice

Hearing

Phone (H):

VP

_________
Name of Designated Voter (for Family & Executive Members only):______________________
Please note: All of the above information is printed in the Membership Directory.

Do you want your personal data published in the Membership Directory?

Yes

NCOD needs your assistance to provide complete and accurate information. Thank you!

Annual Membership Fees (USA Rates)
Individual $70 (Pastoral Worker Yes __ or No __)
Student $10
Executive $250 (Diocese, Agencies, & Organizations)

No

Family $100

Donation: _______________ (Tax Deductible)

Vision Subscription Only (non-member)
One Year

$20 US

$30 International

OR

Mail Information: NCOD Membership
7202 Buchanan Street
Landover Hills, MD 20784

Two Year

$35 US

$45 International

Contact Information:
(301) 841-8209 VP
www.ncod.org
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