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ROME – In an effort to reach out 
to people with disabilities, the    
Vatican over the weekend launched 
a new Sign Language service on its 
YouTube account, and plans are 
being made to develop other    
technological tools that would help 
the disabled more easily access   
papal content. 
 
On Easter day, the Vatican’s new, 
“No One Exc luded” project       
formally went live, offering those 
with hearing disabilities access to 
the pope’s livestreamed general   
audiences and Angelus and Regina 
Coeli addresses. 
 
As part of the project, two new 
Sign Language channels are now 
available the Vatican’s YouTube 

account, one providing translation 
into Italian Sign Language (LIS), 
and the other offering American 
Sign Language (ASL) translations of 
the pope’s remarks. 
 
A  p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  V a t i c a n             
department for communication, the 
new Sign Language channels have 
been in the works for over a year, 
and officially went live for the 
pope’s April 4 Easter Sunday Urbi et 
Orbi blessing. 
 
Sometime in the next few months, 
the Vatican is also expected to    
release a mobile app for those with 
sensory disabilities allowing for   
integrated use of the Vatican’s    
so c i a l  m e d i a  c o n t e n t ,  w i t h           
particular attention to the visibly 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLC9tK3J1Rlab3_fu_0mAu9LmYor9fvfJQ
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvfBugR3Zn-BzmEHcxbQbQPZBlfySpsQE
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvfBugR3Zn-BzmEHcxbQbQPZBlfySpsQE
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Board of  Directors 

Summer is here!  Can you believe that we have been living in a COVID-19 dominated world 
for more than a year?!  Finally, things are slowly opening up, people are able to gather, and we 
can return to some of our regular routines.  Maybe you have heard people say, or maybe you 
said this yourself (I know I have), “I can’t wait until things go back to how they were before 
COVID-19.”  Let’s take a moment to think about what that was like.  Were things always 
perfect?  Did we always get what we wanted?  Were we living the best life in honoring Christ 
and glorifying God?  Life was comfortable but weren’t we also living with some bad habits?  
Let’s not settle for “how things were” ; let’s strive to make things better! 

As we begin to lose the masks that have dominated our appearance, be sure to smile more at 
the people you encounter.  A smile can be the encouragement a person might need or the sign of 
kindness they are seeking.  As we begin to venture out to stores, restaurants, and other public 
venues, take time to thank the workers, cashiers, and others that make those outings possible.  
As we begin to gather with family and friends, be quick to share a laugh and give a hug.   
Show extra patience and understanding to others.  Stop for pedestrians crossing the street; let 
another driver merge in front of you in traffic.  Be intentional with an attitude of gratitude that 
we can be out and about now while still practicing safety measures. 

Let’s strive to fill in the moments of our newly rediscovered freedom with time for prayer and 
service to God in both action and word.  During the commute to the office, pray a Rosary.  
Take time each week to spend before the Blessed Sacrament in adoration and thanksgiving for 
all the blessings you have received.  Pray for those that might not be so fortunate.  Invite a 
friend to a Bible study, faith formation class, Mass, or simple go for coffee and attentively 
listen to what they have to say. 

With the grace of the Holy Spirit we can spread his gifts of wisdom, understanding, counsel, 
fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord.  It sounds simple when listing them out but 
they can be difficult to execute in real life.  We might even find them uncomfortable if we have 
not developed these habits or have let them lapse during our time in quarantine.  Let us   
remember the words of Pope Benedict XVI, “The world offers you comfort.  But you were not 
made for comfort.  You were made for greatness.”  Give glory to God as you share your       
greatness with the world to make it a better place. 

See you in Savannah for Pastoral Week 2022! 

Be courageous in bringing  people to Christ.  Pray for religious vocations! 

NCOD  Board of Directors 

mailto:ncoddeafpw@gmail.com
mailto:ncodicdarep@gmail.com
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Continued from page 1 

impaired, as well as those with communications 
disabilities. 
 
Translations in to Sign Language are being           
coordinated by Sister Veronica Donatello, head of 
the Italian bishops’ National Service for the          
Pastoral Care of People with Disabilities.  
 
Speaking to Italian news agency SIR, the official 
news site of the Italian bishops, Donatello called 
the new service “a concrete sign of response and 
closeness to many people, especially in this historic 
time in which those who were already living in a 
condition of fragility are even more severely      
tested.” 
 
The project, she said, “was made possible thanks 
to the contribution of many men and women of 
goodwill, who have donated their time, skills, and 
donations.” 
 
“It is a unique attention, which manifests respect 
and dignity,” she said. 
 
Sponsors of the project include the Pius Institute 
for the Deaf in Milan, CBM Italia – the Italian 
branch of the Christian Blind Mission, which    
prevents and treats blindness in developing     
countries throughout the world – as well as the 
Friends of Vatican Radio organization, and the St. 
Francis Borgia Center for the Deaf in Chicago. 
 
According to Donatello, the addition of Sign    
Language intensifies efforts by the Vatican and the 
Italian bishops “to build an increasingly evolved 
and inclusive society through a synergetic action 
that contrasts the culture of waste, putting the  
person at the center.” 
 
The project is apparently a response to Pope   
Francis’s 2020 message for the International Day 
of Persons with Disabilities, in which he stressed 
the need “to make available suitable and accessible 
means for handing on the faith.”  
 
“I also hope that these can be made available to 
those who need them, cost-free to the extent    
possible, also through the new technologies that 
have proven so important for everyone in the 
midst of this pandemic,” he said at the time.  
 
This decision to launch Sign Language YouTube 

channels, then, is not only a response to that     
appeal, but it marks the latest step the Vatican has 
taken in recent years in an ongoing push to reach 
out to people living with a variety of disabilities.  
 
Several conferences have been held by the Vatican 
department for the New Evangelization in recent 
years, focusing discussion on how the Catholic 
Church can better involve disabled people, with 
specific suggestions being made to develop        
catechesis programs designed for the disabled,  
particularly those with intellectual disabilities.  
 
The Vatican’s evangelization office, headed by  
Italian Archbishop Rino Fisichella, last year 
weighed into a longstanding debate about whether 
people with intellectual disabilities ought to be  
allowed to receive the sacraments, saying in a set 
of updated guidelines for catechesis that the 
Church’s sacraments are a gift, and as such, they 
cannot be denied to disabled people. 
 
Published in June 2020, the guidelines state that, 
“The sacraments are gifts of God and the liturgy, 
which even before being understood rationally, ask 
to be lived: therefore, no one can deny the        
sacraments to people with disabilities.”  
 
“The community that knows how to discover the 
beauty and joy of the faith of which these brothers 
are capable becomes richer,” the guidelines said. 
“This is why pastoral inclusion and involvement in 
liturgical action, especially Sunday, is important.”  
 
Pope Francis himself echoed this statement a few 
months later in his message for the International 

Paolo Ruffini, head of the Vatican's communications department, and Sister 
Veronica Donatello, head of the Italian bishops’ National Service for the 
Pastoral Care of People with Disabilities, announce the Vatican's new Sign 
Language YouTube channels. (Credit: Vatican Media/screenshot.) 

https://cruxnow.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Paolo-Ruffini-Sister-Veronica-Donatella-1024x553.jpg
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Day of Persons with Disabilities, published in    
December 2020, and in which he said that disabled 
people are members of equal standing in the    
Catholic Church and, as such, have the same right 
to the sacraments as everyone else. 
 
Efforts to include the disabled in the Church’s life 
“must also entail efforts to promote their active 
participation,” he said, adding, “Before all else, I 
strongly reaffirm the right of persons with          
disabilities to receive the sacraments, like all other 
members of the Church.” 
 
“All liturgical celebrations in the parish should be 

accessible to them, so that, together with their 
brothers and sisters, each of them can deepen,   
celebrate, and live their faith,” he said, adding that 
disabled people “should be welcomed and included 
in programs of catechesis in preparation for these 
sacraments.” 
 
“No one should be excluded from the grace of 
these sacrament,” he said. 
 
The new Sign Language channels are an             
experimental project set up for one year trial, with 
the hope that they can become a regular service 
and expand into other forms of Sign Language. 

‘So strong in faith’: Newest member welcomed 

into western Oregon’s Catholic deaf community 

Before the final words of “Do you believe in God, the 
Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth?” had 
been fully signed during the profession of faith, Chris 
Moore responded with a fervent “I do!” in sign        
language.                                                                 . 
 
A few moments later, as he lifted his dripping-wet head 
from the baptismal font, the expression of delight on 
Moore’s face caused some in attendance to wipe away 
tears. That same expression emerged after Moore     
received Communion.                                     . 
 
From start to finish, it was a liturgy brimming with joy. 
 
“I was nervous right before, but now I feel peaceful, so 
happy, so strong in faith,” signed Moore in an interview 
following Mass.                                                . 
 
The 51-year-old was baptized, confirmed and received 
his first Eucharist last month at St. Peter Church in 
Southeast Portland. He is the newest addition to the 
Catholic Deaf Community of the Archdiocese of   
Portland. Formed more than 60 years ago, the ministry 
has evolved over the years and has faced challenges 
during the coronavirus, but it continues to serve around 
250 deaf Catholics in western Oregon.                               

Tim Kindblade, a respected leader among local deaf 
Catholics, said in an email that Moore’s entry into the 
church “gives us hope for the future.”         . 
 
Moore was born in North Carolina but moved around 
frequently for his dad’s work in the military. The        
relocations were tough, but the bigger hardship was 
feeling isolated by language.                                   .   
 
“I often felt out of the loop, out of the picture with 
others,” he signed.                                . 
 
Moore, who has two grown sons and was divorced 
years ago, had a circuitous path to his spiritual home. 
 
His mother is Catholic but the family went to church 
sporadically. In Portland he’d been attending a         
Christian church, but he eventually found it wasn’t the 
right fit. One of his sons helped him reconnect with the 
Catholic Church and the deaf ministry two years ago. 
 
Moore said he values everything about the Catholic 
faith but is especially in awe of its social justice work. 
Hoping to be part of that tradition, Moore said his goal 
is to retire early from his job at a warehouse so he can 
move to Vietnam to teach deaf children American Sign 

~Katie Scott 
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Language. He has a few friends in the Southeast Asian 
country.                               . 
 
“I love helping people,” signed Moore. 
 
Father Marquez, pastor of St. Peter and chaplain of the 
archdiocesan ministry for about three years, said the 
church has not always done the best job serving the 
deaf community. He believes the archdiocese has made 
progress but there’s room for growth.             . 
 
“More than anything the deaf need the support of their 
parish,” he said. “We need to let them know we         
welcome them.”                            . 
 
Father Marquez added that hearing people can gain a 
deeper understanding of prayer from deaf individuals. 
 
“Deaf individuals worship with their hands, with their 
body,” he said. “Seeing their signed prayers, their 
signed singing — they are a reminder to hearing people 
that we are called to worship with our whole self.” 
 
Over the past few years, the archdiocesan ministry was 
reorganized and moved to a less centralized approach, 
said Jilene Modlin, who worked for a decade at the 
Washington School for the Deaf and now helps        
coordinate ministry among deaf Catholics. She said 
there’s a focus on meeting the needs of deaf individuals 
at more parishes through interpreted Masses. 
 
Some of the changes have been difficult for the deaf, 
acknowledges Modlin. But she sees a growing diversity 
in the kinds of parish outreach efforts that are offered. 
 
St. Ignatius in Southeast Portland provides spiritual  
formation and is working with deaf refugees. St. John in 
Oregon City collaborates with a local street ministry to 
aid those who are deaf and homeless or victims of    
domestic abuse. Our Lady of the Lake in Lake Oswego 
is supporting deaf hospice, and there’s a ministry to 
Hispanics who are deaf at St. Alexander in Cornelius. 
 
“I’m so thankful that there are so many opportunities 
to support acts of faith and corporal works of mercy,” 
said Modlin. “No one place can do it all.” 
 
Deaf individuals from different parishes also gather for 
Bible studies, service projects and social events. And 
there’s a youth group.                       . 
 
Most of the interpreted Masses are suspended during 
the coronavirus, but Our Lady of the Lake continues to 

provide livestreamed and live interpreted Masses, and 
St. Peter has a signed Mass every Sunday.               . 
 
The coronavirus “has been quite hard for the deaf,” 
said Modlin. “It takes an extra effort already to make 
arrangements for things due to the language difference, 
and now they can be even more isolated.”       . 
 
She said the Catholic deaf community has rallied by 
embracing virtual ways of connecting. Online rosaries, 
livestreamed Masses and Facebook groups have helped 
preserve relationships and deepen belief, Modlin said. 
 
The pandemic made it harder for Moore to finish his 
formation and delayed his entry into the church, as it 
did for many Catholic hopefuls. “But Chris just kept at 
it,” said Modlin. “He was so committed.”               . 
 
Kindblade said having a faith community of fellow deaf 
individuals is critical to one’s spiritual journey. “We are 
like a larger family; we understand and support each 
other,” he said.                                        . 
 
“It’s a family that helps me keep my faith strong and 
growing,” Moore signed, “no matter what.”                               

 
 

Chris Moore, 51, receives his first Communion from Fr. Marquez last 
month. “I was nervous right before, but now I feel peaceful, so happy, so 
strong in faith,” signed Moore in an interview following Mass. (Katie 
Scott/Catholic Sentinel) 
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 Sr. Linda Roby, longtime director of deaf ministry 
in the archdiocese, receives a national award 

~Katie Scott, The Catholic Sentinel, Reprinted with permission 
https://www.catholicsentinel.org/Content/News/Local/Article/Sr-Linda-Roby-longtime-director-of-deaf-ministry-in-the-archdiocese-receives-a-national-
award/2/35/41799 

 
Sister Linda Roby, who 
ministered to the Oregon 
Catholic deaf community 
for decades, has “kept her 
eyes on Christ and deaf 
people in her heart,” said 
Jilene Modlin, a former  
assistant to the Sister of 
Charity of the Blessed    
Virgin Mary.                  . 
 
“In our noisy world the 
deaf are often overlooked,” 
Modlin said. “Sister Linda 
asked them what they   
needed and worked to em-
power them. She helped 
them find their voice — 
find their signs — and be 
heard.”       .  
 
For her years of service to deaf Catholics, Sister Linda 
recently received special recognition from the          
Maryland-based National Catholic Office for the Deaf. 
 
The Father David Walsh Pastoral Worker Award was 
announced Jan. 9 during the organization’s annual   
conference, held online due to the pandemic. The 
award is named after a Redemptorist priest who spent 
his life serving the deaf and established the national  
office in 1971.                                      . 
 
“To have a couple hundred people watching from all 
over the country as the award was announced — it was 
an amazing experience right here in my living room,” 
said Sister Linda, who directed deaf ministry in the 
Archdiocese of Portland for more than 30 years and 
retired in 2017.                                                              . 
 
“She’s was an all-star for us here,” said retired       
Archbishop John Vlazny. “The people she served    
appreciated her so much; it was obvious to me that she 
was beloved.”                                               . 

Si ste r  L inda ’ s  f i r s t           
experience with deaf      
culture came when she was 
a novice at her order’s 
motherhouse in Dubuque, 
Iowa, where she was given 
permission to help a sister 
teaching deaf children. 
 
“I fell in love right away 
with the kids,” recalled  
Sister Linda, 72. After    
taking a crash course in 
sign language, she tutored a 
group of deaf middle 
schoolers during a summer 
camp.       .  
 
“I came away convinced 
that teaching the deaf was 

what God wanted me to do,” Sister Linda said. She 
went on to earn a master’s degree in special education 
and taught deaf students in a residential school and in 
mainstream classrooms for several years.                  .         
 
After moving to Portland in 1972, she volunteered as a 
religious education teacher for the deaf and signed at 
mixed hearing-deaf Masses.                                   .  
 
“There was already such a wonderful community when 
I arrived,” said Sister Linda. “I saw how people loved 
and cared for each other. I saw their zest for life and 
the strong faith of the Catholics.”                      . 
 
She was named director of deaf ministry for the           
archdiocese in 1978 and served until 1982, when she 
returned to Iowa to spend 10 years teaching at a           
Catholic school and working in her community’s       
formation program.                                            . 
 
But she stayed connected to the deaf community and 
returned to Portland and her old post in 1992. There 
she remained until her retirement in 2017. 

Sr. Linda Roby is congratulated by Fr. Shawn Carey, a deaf priest who serves 
on the board of directors for the National Catholic Office for the Deaf, during 
a convention in January. Sr. Linda received an award from the national office 
for her more than 30 years of service to deaf Catholics in the Archdiocese of 
Portland. (Courtesy Jilene Modlin) 
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Sister Linda interpreted 
at funerals, weddings 
and baptisms, held   
Lenten and Advent   
retreats and workshops, 
and visited the elderly in 
their homes. She led 
liturgical committee 
meetings for American 
Sign Language Masses 
and taught sign language 
to the seminarians at 
Mount Angel.              . 
 
“Her commitment to 
people was so clear,” 
said Father Bruce 
Cwiekowski, a former 
hospital chaplain who 
celebrated many Masses 
for the deaf community. 
“Sister Linda was a  

constant presence in the deaf community and they 
demonstrated a great love for her.”                    . 
 
Kathy Bernunzio, who is deaf, has known Sister Linda 
since the ’70s. She describes her as bubbly, sincere and 
spiritual. “She’s always ready to help anyone in need,” 

Bernunzio said.                                        . 
 
The go-getter sister was an advocate for deaf             
individuals beyond the archdiocese. She helped         
establish an assisted living center for the deaf and those 
who are deaf and blind and secured interpreters in    
doctors’ offices. She also worked to help ensure there 
were interpreters for Medicaid and Medicare recipients 
in the region.                                  . 
 
“Sister Linda didn’t assume she knew what the deaf 
community needed,” said Modlin, who currently        
coordinates ministry among deaf Catholics in the     
archdiocese. “Instead, she sat and listened and then  
empowered.”              . 
 
Sister Linda received a plaque for her national award, 
and she’s eager to share it with the deaf community 
when it’s safe to gather.                                           .   
 
“This award belongs to all of us,” she said. “It is in 
recognition of the strong faith community that they 
have formed.”                                                      . 
 
Working with the deaf “is such a beautiful part of my 
life, a huge part of my life,” added Sister Linda. “It’s 
been a joy.” 

Sr. Linda Roby, a member of the Sisters 
of Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
signs during a Mass for the deaf at St. 
Cyril Parish in Wilsonville in 2007. 
“The people she served appreciated her so 
much; it was obvious to me that she was 
beloved,” said Archbishop John Vlazny. 
(Courtesy Jilene Modlin) 

Jesus summoned them and said to them, “You know that those who are 
recognized as rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great 
ones make their authority over them felt.  But it shall not be so among 
you.  Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you will be your servant; 
whever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all.  For the Son 
of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.” 

~Mark 10:42-45 
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We unite our prayers with you as we face the impact of COVID-19.  Many parishes are 
using   technology to broadcast the Sunday liturgy, in ASL.  Here is the list of ASL Mass-
es currently being live-streamed.  Check the NCOD website for updates at 
www.ncod.org.   

Saturdays 
 

Guardian Angels Catholic Community—Oakdale, MN, Archdiocese of St. Paul &  
Minneapolis 
ASL Interpreter 4:30 pm CST at facebook.com/GuardianAngelsOakdale 
 

Sundays  
(Masses are organized by time zones) 

 
Schott Communities for Persons who are Deaf or Disabled—Cooper City, FL, Archdiocese of Miami 
ASL Interpreter 9:30 am EST at Schott Communities FaceBook Page 
 
Fr. Thomas Rozman – Pastor of St. Joseph Catholic Church, Mechanicsburg, Diocese of Harrisburg, PA 
Livestreaming Mass in ASL, 9:45 am EST at stjosephmech.org 
 
Fr. Shawn Carey – Director of the Boston Deaf Apostolate, Archdiocese of Boston, MA  
ASL Mass 11:00am EST at youtube.com/user/DeafApostolateBoston (recordings at bostondeafcatholic.org) 
 
Fr. Mike Depcik – Director of Catholic Deaf Community, St John’s Deaf Center, Archdiocese of Detroit, MI 
ASL Mass 11:30am EST at facebook.com/deafmass  
 
Monsignor Glenn Nelson J.C.L. – Director of Deaf Apostolate & Vicar General, Diocese of Rockford, IL 
ASL Mass 10:00am CST at facebook.com/RockfordDeafApostolate 
 
Fr. Michael Hermes – St. Paul Catholic Church, Olathe, KS  
ASL Interpreter 10:00 am CST at https://www.spcatholic.org/  
 
Fr. Dave Korth – Sacred Heart Church, Diocese of Omaha, NE 
ASL Interpreter 10:30 am CST at sacredheartchurchomaha.org or YouTube.com/SacredHeartChurchOmaha 
 
Bishop Michael Olson – St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Diocese of Fort Worth, TX 
ASL Interpreter 11:00am CST at fwdioc.org 
 
Fr. Tom Coyte – Director of Colorado Catholic Deaf Ministry, Lakewood, CO  
ASL & English 10:00 am MST at stbernadettelakewood.org or St Bernadette Parish Lakewood CO Face-
Book Page or St. Bernadette Parish Lakewood CO YouTube Channel 
 
Very Reverend Patrick Schafer OFM – Holy Family Church, Archdiocese of Santa Fe, Albuquerque, NM 
ASL & English 8:00am MST / ASL& Spanish 10:00am MST at Holy Family Church Albuquerque FaceBook 
Page or Holy Family Church Albuquerque YouTube Channel 
 
Fr. Tom Schweitzer with Deacon Tomas Garcia – Holy Angels Catholic Church of the Deaf, Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles, CA    ASL & English 8:30 am PST / ASL & Spanish 11:30 am PST 
at youtube.com/user/hacofthedeaf/live 

Body, Blood, Soul, & Divinity 

https://www.facebook.com/GuardianAngelsOakdale
https://www.facebook.com/Schott-Communities-107582638748/
https://www.youtube.com/user/DeafApostolateBoston
https://bostondeafcatholic.org/
https://www.facebook.com/deafmass
http://www.facebook.com/RockfordDeafApostolate
https://www.spcatholic.org/
https://www.sacredheartchurchomaha.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTMzFLb0KXhNKF56wRE0FLg
https://fwdioc.org/
http://https./www.stbernadettelakewood.org
http://priest%20signs%20and%20speaks%20in%20english:%20very%20rev.%20tom%20coyte%2C%20v.f.%2C%20pastor%2C%20st.%20bernadette%2C%20lakewood%2C%20colorado%2C%20saturdays%204:00%20pm%20%28mountian%20time%29%20https//www.stbernadettelakewood.org/onlinemass/%20s%2
http://priest%20signs%20and%20speaks%20in%20english:%20very%20rev.%20tom%20coyte%2C%20v.f.%2C%20pastor%2C%20st.%20bernadette%2C%20lakewood%2C%20colorado%2C%20saturdays%204:00%20pm%20%28mountian%20time%29%20https//www.stbernadettelakewood.org/onlinemass/%20s%2
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3ph-aQ0h9ad5w1L1NjgUcQ
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Holy-Family-Church/111467265559834
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Holy-Family-Church/111467265559834
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Holy-Family-Church/111467265559834
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=holy+family+catholic+church+albuquerque
https://www.youtube.com/user/hacofthedeaf/live
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Ministry celebrates founder on her 75th 

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — The question gave Sister Ann 
Albrecht, CSJ, pause: How would you like to be        
remembered? 
 
“As a kind, loving, helpful person who brought Christ 
wherever I went,” she said with a little chuckle. 
 
That is typical Sister Ann — sweet, simple, but terribly 
understated. She was, and is, so much more to so many 
people. 
 
Sister Ann founded deaf ministry in the Archdiocese of 
Kansas City in Kansas. She was the consultant (director) 
from 1974 to 2001, and then served as a volunteer until 
her retirement in 2015, when she moved to St. Louis. 
More than that, Sister Ann’s work in deaf ministry was 
national and even international. 
 
But always, her impact was very personal to those she 
served. An anecdote about her visits to the Kansas 
School for the Deaf in Olathe is telling. 
 
“I’d walk at the state school and the kids would say, 
‘There goes my church,’” she said. “I represented the 
church to them even though I didn’t wear the habit.” 
 
On March 19, Sister Ann celebrated her 75th               
anniversary as a Sister of St. Joseph of Carondelet. She 
couldn’t receive visitors or even celebrate with her 
whole community (and others celebrating anniversaries) 
because of COVID-19 restrictions. Celebrations were 
held by living groups in separate buildings. 
 
But she received “a whole stack of cards,” flowers and 
many emails and messages from members of the       
wide-ranging community of deaf Catholics who love 
her. 
 
Sister Ann began her ministry as a teacher, but as a   
CODA (Child of Deaf Adults), her heart was always 
with individuals who were deaf, who were all but       
ignored by the church. 
 
“When Sister Ann founded deaf ministry there was 

nothing available for deaf people in the Catholic 
Church, at least in the archdiocese,” said Katie Locus, 
archdiocesan consultant for deaf ministry. “They’d    
attend Mass if their parents brought them, but they had 
no idea what was happening or why they were receiving 
sacraments.” 
 
Sister Ann literally went door to door to find Catholics 
who were deaf, building networks and relationships. She 
lobbied Archbishop Ignatius J. Strecker to approve a 
ministry to the deaf community — and to his everlasting 
credit, he did. 
 
“When Sister Ann came around and started interpreting 
Masses, gathering people, building community, it was 
like finding water in the midst of the desert. Deaf     
people just flocked to her . . . [because] she understood 
deaf people and deaf culture,” said Locus. 
 
“She took the time to explain to the deaf community in 
their language what the Catholic faith was,” she contin-
ued. “From the stories I heard about her, her kindness, 
perseverance and knowledge of the community were the 
factors that helped her be so successful in founding deaf 
ministry.” 
 
Pat Richey, a member of Immaculate Conception Parish 
in Louisburg, succeeded Sister Ann as consultant and 
served from 2001 to 2016, when she was succeeded by 
Locus. Sister Ann taught Richey American Sign       
Language in the 1980s. She called Sister Ann “a fantastic 
mentor” and “a great teacher.” 
 
“She was the personification of God’s love,” said     
Richey. “That sounds kind of lofty, but it’s true. She was 
a fun person, too, and always positive. And I never 
heard her complain about anyone else.” 
 
Sister Ann taught Richey how to go deeper into her 
faith. And she taught her that individuals who are deaf 
were family. Her love was the reason she was so       
successful. 
 
“I remember she always had time for the deaf,” said 

~Joe Bollig, The Leaven, Reprinted with permission                                                                                                                            
http://theleaven.org/ministry-celebrates-founder-on-her-75th/ 
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Richey.                                           
 
“Sometimes, we’d 
be working on a 
t i m e - s e n s i t i v e   
project and a deaf 
pe rson  would 
come up, and she’d 
drop everything, 
turn to them and 
give them her full 
focus — like they 
were the most    
important person 
in her life at that 
moment. That 
taught me a lot.” 
 
Technically, Sister 
A n n  i s  i n           
retirement, “but 
like the godfather, 
we just keep           
pulling her back,” 

said Joan Macy, sign language interpreter and             
coordinator for archdiocesan deaf ministry. Many deaf 
Catholics remember and revere Sister Ann and keep in 
contact, she said. Sister Ann sends out an annual 
Christmas letter that she personalizes for every person 
on her list. 
 
After all, you don’t retire from family. 
 
“The deaf community is her family, and she protected 
and took care of her family,” said Macy. “The deaf 
community is her family, and she protected and took 

care of her family To this day they are her family, and 
she stays in touch with all of them. 
 
“She loved everyone and wasn’t afraid to advocate for 
them. She was very gracious and very grateful for     
everything people did, but she wasn’t afraid to say, 
‘That isn’t enough.’ [Sister Ann] believed that our    
people [who are deaf] should have the same access to 
their faith and the sacraments as anyone else.” 
 
Sister Ann built a foundation that endures and is being 
built upon by others involved in the ministry. It offers 
classes, retreats, sacraments, sacramental preparation, 
Bible study and more — although there is a need for 
more priests who can sign and double the current   
number of interpreters, said Locus. 
 
“Deaf ministry offers monthly deaf Masses at St. Paul 
Parish in Olathe, Most Pure Heart of Mary Parish in 
Topeka, and weekly interpreted Masses at St. Paul and 
Prince of Peace Parish in Olathe, and St. Joseph Parish 
in Shawnee,” said Locus. “Interpreted Masses are      
biweekly at Most Pure 
Heart of Mary.” 
 
Write Sister Ann 
 
If you would like to send  
a card or letter to Sister 
Ann, here is her address:  
 
Sister Ann Albrecht, CSJ 
6 Nazareth Lane #163 
St. Louis, MO 63129. 

Prayer for Vocations 
God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women to serve in 

your Son’s Kingdom as priests, deacons, religious, and consecrated 
persons.  Send your Holy Spirit to help us respond generously and 
courageously to your call.  May our community of  faith support     

vocations of  sacrificial love in our youth.  We ask this through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Sister Ann Albrecht, CSJ, with the 
bouquet of flowers sent from NCOD 
to celebrate her 75th anniversary. 
(Sister Maureen Langston, CSJ) 

Sister Ann Albrecht, CSJ, signs to a student in 
this undated file photo. Sister Ann founded the 
office of deaf ministry in the Archdiocese of Kan-
sas City in Kansas in 1974. She served as 
director of the office until 2001. LEAVEN 
FILE PHOTO 
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~Catholic Diocese of Cleveland, Northeast Ohio Catholic Magazine, Reprinted with permission 
https://www.dioceseofcleveland.org/news/2021/03/02/father-mcnulty-sister-corita-recognized-for-finishing-their-marathon 

Father McNulty, Sister Corita  
recognized for finishing their ‘marathon’ 

Then the Lord answered me and said: Write down the 
vision.  Make it plain upon tablets, so that the one who 

reads it may run.  (Habbakuk 2:2) 
 

Together they worked with countless volunteers and 
staff members to ensure that the needs of parishioners 
and others in the neighborhood were met. In some        
instances, that meant providing meals and/or clothing; 
helping them to find employment and/or housing and 
working with those who had disabilities including the 
deaf and hearing impaired, sight impaired and those 
with developmental disabilities. 
 

They that hope in the Lord will renew their strength, 
they will soar on eagles’ wings; They will run and not 
grow weary, walk and not grow faint. (Isaiah 40:31) 

 

Over the years, the St. Augustine Hunger               
Center provided hundreds of thousands of meals to 
the needy, offered free Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
Easter meals at dozens of locations in Northeastern 
Ohio and operated a hunger center. They collaborated 
with Catholic Charities, Diocese of Cleveland and   
received assistance from parishes and others        
throughout the diocese. 
 
I have competed well; I have finished the race; I have 

kept the faith.  (2 Timothy 4:7) 
 

Two years ago, Sister Corita retired, but continued to 
assist at the Hunger Center.  Father McNulty retired 
on Jan. 4, after serving 49 years at St. Augustine,      
including 43 years as pastor. 
 

“They completed a marathon,” said Father Bill 
O’Donnell, C.PP.S., the new St. Augustine Parish      
administrator. 
 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud 

of witnesses, let us rid ourselves of every burden and 
sin that clings to us and persevere in running the race 

that lies before us (Hebrews 12:1) 
 

Although there could not be an official large-scale       
celebration of their service because of the pandemic, 
Father O’Donnell arranged for a small appreciation 

dinner on Feb. 28 at a local restaurant. Guests included 
Father McNulty; his brother, Father John McNulty, 
pastor of Communion of Saints Parish in Cleveland 
Heights; Sister Corita and two of her friends who are 
religious sisters; Bob Duda, program administrator, 
Catholic Charities Disability Ministries; Father Ben 
Jimenez, S.J., longtime St. Augustine parochial         
administrator; and Bishop Edward Malesic. 
 

Do you not know that the runners in the stadium all 
run in the race, but only one wins the prize? Run so as 

to win. (1 Corinthians 9:24) 
 

Father O’Donnell wanted to find an appropriate way 
to recognize their years of ministry, so he reached out 
to organizers of the Cleveland Marathon to see if he 
could obtain medals for Fr. McNulty and Sr. Corita. 
 

“There was no winner of the 2020 marathon,” Father 
O’Donnell said, “but Father McNulty and Sister Corita 
completed a different kind of marathon.” He said 
Cleveland Marathon officials sent him a pair of medals, 
which were presented to Father McNulty and Sister 
Corita at the dinner. 
 

“It was a nice symbol to thank them and to say       
goodbye,” Father O’Donnell added. 

If only I may finish my course and the ministry that I 
received from the Lord Jesus, to bear witness to the 

gospel of God’s grace. (Acts 20:24) 

https://www.staugustinecleveland.org/hunger-center
https://www.staugustinecleveland.org/hunger-center
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2timothy/4#63004007-f
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/hebrews/12#66012001-2
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Preparing for In-Person Pastoral 
Week 2022: Savannah, GA 

PW 2021: Workers for the Harvest was a HUGE success!  
Thanks to everyone who joined us on the first-ever virtual 
Pastoral Week.  As great as it was, we missed seeing you in 
person.   

 

We have been hard at work getting ready for the next     
IN-PERSON Pastoral Week in Savannah, GA.  We 
can’t wait to see you and celebrate the wonderful Southern 
hospitality, charm, and beauty that Savannah has to offer.  
Keep you eye out for the early bird registration and save! 

See You in Savannah! 
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Learning Our Faith: 
The Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church 

This edition is pulled from Part Two: The Celebration of the Christian Mystery;  Section Two—The Seven Sacraments 
of the Church; Chapter One “The Sacraments of Christian Initiation” 

The Sacrament of the Eucharist 
 
What is the Eucharist? (1322-1323, 1409) 
The Eucharist is the very sacrifice of the Body and Blood of the Lord Jesus which he instituted to perpetuate the 
sacrifice of the cross throughout the ages until his return in glory.  Thus he entrusted to his Church this memorial 
of his death and Resurrection.  It is a sign of unity, a bond of charity, a paschal banquet, in which Christ is       
consumed, the mind is filled with grace, and a pledge of future glory is given to us. 
 
Whe did Jesus Christ institute the Eucharist? (1323, 1337-1340) 
Jesus instituted the Eucharist on Holy Thursday “the night when he was betrayed” (1 Corinthians 11:23), as he 
celebrated the Last Supper with his Apostles. 

 
How did he institute the Eucharist? ( 1337-1340, 1365, 1406) 
After he had gathered with his Apostles in the Cenacle, Jesus took bread in his hands.  He broke it and gave it to 
them saying, “Take this and eat it, all of you this is my Body which will be given up for you.”  Then, he took the 
cup of wine in his hands and said, “Take this and drink of this, all of you.  This is the cup of my Blood, the Blood 
of the new and everlasting covenant.  It will be shed for you and for all so that sins may be forgiven.  Do this in 
memory of me.” 
 
What does the Eucharist represent in the life of the Church? (1324-1327, 1407) 
It is the source and summit of all Christian life.  In the Eucharist, the sanctifying action of God in our regard and 
our worship of him reach their high point.  It contains the whole spiritual good of the Church, Christ himself, our 
Pasch. Communion with divine life and the unity of the People of God are both expressed and effected by the 
Eucharist.  Throughout the eucharistic celebration we are united already with the liturgy of heaven and we are a 
foretaste of eternal life. 
 
What are the names for this sacrament? (1328-1332) 
The unfathomable richness of this sacrament is expressed in different names which evoke its various aspects.  The 
most common names are: the Eucharist, Holy Mass, the Lord’s Supper, the Breaking of the Bread, the Eucharistic 
Celebration, the Memorial of the Passion, Death and Resurrection of the Lord, the Holy Sacrifice, the Holy and 
Divine Liturgy, the Sacred Mysteries, the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar, and Holy Communion. 
 
Where does the Eucharist fit in the divine plan of salvation? (1333-1344) 
The Eucharist was foreshadowed in the Old Covenant above all in the annual Passover meal celebrated every year 
by the Jews with unleavened bread to commemorate their hasty, liberating departure from Egypt.  Jesus foretold it 
in his teaching and he instituted it when he celebrated the Last Supper with his Apostles in a Passover meal.  The 
Church, faithful to the command of her Lord, “Do this in memory of me” (1 Corinthians 11:24), has always     
celebrated the Eucharist, especially on Sunday, the day of the Resurrection of Jesus. 
 
How is the celebration of the Holy Eucharist carried out? (1345-1355, 1408) 
The Eucharist unfolds in two great parts which together form one, single act of worship.  The Liturgy of the Word 
involves proclaiming and listening to the Word of God.  The Liturgy of the Eucharist includes the presentation of 
the bread and wine, the prayer or the anaphora containing the words of consecration, and communion. 
 
Who is the minister for the celebration of the Eucharist? (1348, 1411) 
The celebrant of the Eucharist is a validly ordained priest (bishop or priest) who acts in the Person of Christ the 
Head and in the name of the Church. 
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What are the essential and necessary elements for celebrating the Eucharist? (1412) 
The essential elements are wheat bread and grape wine. 
 
In what way is the Eucharist a memorial of the sacrifice of Christ? (1362-1367) 
The Eucharist is a memorial in the sense that it makes present and actual the sacrifice which Christ offered to the 
Father on the cross, once and for all on behalf of mankind.  The sacrificial character of the Holy Eucharist is  
manifested in the very words of institution, “This is my body which is given for you” and “This cup is the New 
Covenant in my Blood that will be shed for you” (Luke 22:19-20).  The sacrifice of the cross and the sacrifice of 
the Eucharist are one and the same sacrifice.  The priest and the victim are the same; only the manner of offering is 
different: in a bloody manner on the cross, in an unbloody manner in the Eucharist. 
 
In what way does the Church participate in the eucharistic sacrifice? (1368-1372, 1414) 
In the Eucharist the sacrifice of Christ becomes also the sacrifice of the members of his body.  The lives of the 
faithful, their praise, their suffering, their prayers, their work, are united to those of Christ.  In as much as it is a 
sacrifice, the Eucharist is likewise offered for all the faithful, living and dead, in reparation for the sins of all and to 
obtain spiritual and temporal benefits from God.  The Church in heaven is also united to the offering of Christ. 
 
How is Christ present in the Eucharist? (1373-1375, 1413) 
Jesus Christ is present in the Eucharist in a unique and incomparable way.  He is present in a true, real and substantial way, 
with his Body and his Blood, with his Soul and his Divinity.  In the Eucharist, therefore, there is present in a sacramental 
way, that is, under the Eucharistic species of bread and wine, Christ whole and entire, God and Man. 
 

What is the meaning of transubstantiation? (1376-1377, 1413) 
Transubstantiation means the change of the whole substance of bread into the substance of the Body of Christ and of the 
whole substance of wine into the substance of his Blood.  This change is brought about in the eucharistic prayer through the 
efficacy of the word of Christ and by the action of the Holy Spirit.  However, the outward characteristics of bread and wine, 
that is, the “eucharistic species,” remain unaltered. 
 

Does the breaking of the bread divide Christ? (1377) 
The breaking of the bread does not divide Christ.  He is present whole and entire in each of the eucharistic species and in 
each of their parts.  
 

How long does the presence of Christ last in the Eucharist? (1377) 
The presence of Christ continues in the Eucharist as long as the eucharistic species subsist. 
 
 

What kind of worship is due to the sacrament of the Eucharist? (1378-1381, 1418) 
The worship due to the sacrament of the Eucharist, whether during the celebration of the Mass or outside it, is the worship 
of latria, that is, the adoration given to God alone.  The Church guards with the greatest care Hosts that have been            
consecrated.  She brings them to the sick and to other persons who find it impossible to participate at Mass.  She also       
presents them for the solemn adoration of the faithful and she bears them in processions.  The Church encourages the       
faithful to make frequent visits to adore the Blessed Sacrament reserved in the tabernacle. 
 

Why is the Holy Eucharist the paschal banquet? (1382-1384, 1391-1396) 
The Holy Eucharist is the paschal banquet in as much as Christ sacramentally makes present his Passover and gives us his 
Body and Blood, offered as food and drink, uniting us to himself and to one another in his sacrifice. 
 
What is the meaning of the altar? (1383, 1410) 
The altar is the symbol of Christ himself who is present both as sacrificial victim (the altar of the sacrifice) and as food from 
heaven which is given to us (the table of the Lord). 
 
When does the Church oblige her members to participate at Holy Mass? (1389, 1417) 
The Church obliges the faithful to participate at Holy Mass every Sunday and on holy days of obligation.  She recommends 
participation at Holy Mass on other days as well. 
 

In the Eucharist, we “break the one bread that provides the medicine of immortality, the antidote for 
death and the food that makes us live forever in Jesus Christ.” (Saint Ignatius of Antioch)  
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 National Catholic Office for the Deaf 

7202 Buchanan Street 
Landover Hills, MD 20784 
info@ncod.org 
www.ncod.org 
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 National Catholic Office for the Deaf 

                                        Membership Form 
                                                                              For October 1 to September 30 

                                                                                    Due October 30 

 
New Member  Renewal  Vision Subscription Only 

 
Name:                   Title:       
 
Address:         City:                     
 
 State:    Zip: __________  Country:      Diocese:      

 
Deaf/Hard of Hearing  Deaf-Blind  Hearing 

 
Phone (W):              VP          Voice       Phone (H):                          VP        Voice     

 
Email:     _________     

 
     Name of Designated Voter (for Family & Executive Members only):______________________    

Please note:  All of the above information is printed in the Membership Directory. 
 Do you want your personal data published in the Membership Directory?        Yes          No 

NCOD needs your assistance to provide complete and accurate information.  Thank you! 

Annual Membership Fees (USA Rates) 
         Individual    $70 (Pastoral Worker Yes __ or No __)            Student   $10       Family   $100        
       
 Executive $250 (Diocese, Agencies, & Organizations)  Donation: _______________ (Tax Deductible) 

Vision Subscription Only (non-member) 

One Year               $20 US          $30 International      OR          Two Year          $35 US          $45 International  

Mail Information:   NCOD Membership                                                                   Contact Information: 
                                 7202 Buchanan Street                                                                   (301) 841-8209 VP 
                                 Landover Hills, MD 20784                                                            www.ncod.org  
 

NCOD Mission Statement:  

Spread God’s message through the support of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Pastoral Ministry so that we may all be one in Christ 


